INFORMATION SHARING METHOD, DEVICE AND
STORAGE MEDIUM

Technical Field
[0001] The present disclosure relates to instant messaging (IM), and particularly, to a method,

an apparatus and a storage medium for sharing information.

Background

[0002] Instant messaging (IM) refers to a service that enables sending and receiving Internet

messages in real time. Appeared in 1998, IM grows to integrate more and more service systems
to provide more functions than messaging, e.g., email, blog, music, video, game and searching
and the like. IM is no longer a mere chatting tool, but has evolved into a comprehensive
information platform for communication, information, entertainment, searching, e-commerce,
cooperation within office and providing services to enterprises and so on. IM differs from

e-mail in that IM communications are in real time.

[0003] The vCard (electronic business card) is a general format for personal business cards
proposed by companies including Apple, IBM in 1995. A vCard includes personal information
such as contact information, address and the like of a person. At present, the vCard technique is
widely used in email systems. A sender of an email attaches a personal business card in the
vCard format to an email to be sent, so that the receiver can obtain the vCard of the sender

when the email is received and optionally click on the vCard to add the sender into the

receiver’s address book.

[0004] During the process of conceiving the present disclosure, the inventor discovers that the
vCard has not yet been applied in IM systems for transporting personal information. If IM

systems adopt the vCard technique, the IM systems can better cater to users’ needs.

Summary

[0005] Examples of the present disclosure provide a method, an apparatus and a storage medium

for sharing information to share buddy information among contacts in an IM system.
[0006] The technical schemes are as follows.

[0007] According to an example, a method for sharing information may include:



a to-be-shared user is identified in an address book in an instant messaging (IM) client;

an electronic business card is generated by using basic information of the to-be-shared
user in an IM system;

the electronic business card is sent to a receiving client via instant messaging.
[0008] According to an example, an apparatus for sharing information may include:

an information determining module, adapted to identify a to-be-shared user in an address
book in an instant messaging (IM) client;

a business card generating module, adapted to generate an electronic business card by

using basic information of the to-be-shared user in an IM system determined by the information

determining module; and
a business card sending module, adapted to send the electronic business card generated by
the business card generating module to a receiving client via instant messaging.

[0009] According to an example, a method for receiving shared information may include:

an electronic business card is received from a sending IM client, wherein the electronic
business card is generated by the sending IM client using basic information of a to-be-shared

user identified in an address book in the sending IM client;
contents in the electronic business card is displayed; and

the to-be-shared user corresponding to the electronic business card is added into a local

address book if the to-be-shared user is not in the local address book.
[0010] According to an example, an apparatus for receiving shared information may include:

a business card receiving module, adapted to receive an electronic business card from a
sending IM client, wherein the electronic business card is generated by the sending IM client

using basic information of a to-be-shared user identified in an address book in the sending IM
client;

a business card displaying module, adapted to display contents of the electronic business

card received by the business card receiving module; and

an information managing module, adapted to add the to-be-shared user corresponding to



the electronic business card into an address book in the apparatus if the to-be-shared user is not

in the address book in the apparatus.

[0011] According to an example, a system for sharing information may include the above

apparatus for sharing information and the apparatus for receiving shared information.

[0012] According to an example, a storage medium includes computer-executable instructions .-

for executing a method for sharing information. The method may include:
a to-be-shared user is identified in an address book in an IM client;

an electronic business card is generated by using basic information of the to-be-shared

user in an IM system;
the electronic business card is sent to a receiving client via instant messaging.

[0013] According to the method, the apparatus and the storage medium, a to-be-shared user is
identified in an address book in an IM client; an electronic business card is generated by using
basic information of the to-be-shared user in an IM system and sent to a receiving client.
Therefore, IM clients are enabled to share buddy information via IM messages transporting
electronic business cards. It becomes easy for IM clients to recommend and share buddies,
which facilitates extension of the social network of users. Buddy information is presented to a
receiving client in the form of an electronic business card which is simple and clear for viewers,

thus user experience can be improved.

Brief Description of the drawings

[0014]In order to make the mechanisms according to examples of the present invention more

clearly, the following is a brief introduction of the drawings used in description of the examples.
Obviously, the following drawings are merely some of the examples, and based on which other

drawings can be obtained by those skilled in the art without doing any inventive work.

[0015]Fig. 1 is a flowchart illustrating a method for sharing information in accordance with an

example of the present disclosure.

[0016]Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating modules of an apparatus for sharing

information in accordance with an example of the present disclosure;

[0017]Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method for receiving shared information in accordance

with an example of the present disclosure.



[0018]Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating modules of an apparatus for receiving shared

information in accordance with an example of the present disclosure;

[0019]Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of a system for sharing information

in accordance with an example of the present disclosure.

Detailed Descriptions

[0020] Technical schemes provided by examples of the present disclosure are hereinafter

described clearly and completely in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. It
should be understood that the embodiments described are merely some examples of the present
disclosure, not all of the examples. Based on the examples of the present disclosure, other
examples obtained by those skilled in the art without any inventive work done are still within

the protection scope of the present disclosure.

[0021] The examples are hereinafter described with reference to the accompanying drawings and
embodiments.

[0022]Fig. 1 is a flowchart illustrating a method for sharing information. This example
describes operations performed by a sending client of an electronic business card. The method

may include the following procedures.
[0023] At block 101, a to-be-shared user is identified in an address book in an IM client.

[0024] At block 102, an electronic business card is generated by using basic information of the

to-be-shared user in an IM system.

[0025] At block 103, the electronic business card is sent to a receiving client via instant
messaging.

[0026]In an example, an IM client, e.g., QQ client, Fetion client, WeChat client, and the like,
usually stores an address book of a user. The user may establish a social relation with buddies
by using the address book. When the user needs to share information of a buddy in the address

book with another buddy, the buddy whose information is to be shared may be firstly identified

in the address book according to an example. Then, an electronic business card may be

generated by using basic information of the buddy.

[0027]In an example, the procedure of generating the electronic business card by using basic

information of the to-be-shared user in an IM system in block 102 may include the following

procedures.



[0028]Basic information of the to-be-shared user in the IM system is obtained. The basic
information may include one or multiple of: a head portrait, a user name, a nickname, a gender,

an age, a birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation of the to-be-shared user.

[0029] The basic information is combined to generate an electronic business card in an xml
format.

[0030}In an example, when the IM system is a QQ system, the basic information of the
to-be-shared user in the IM system may be basic information of a QQ user; when the IM system
is a Fetion system or WeChat system, the basic information of the to-be-shared user in the IM

system may be user basic information in the Fetion system or the WeChat system.

[0031]In an example, the receiving client of the electronic business card may be the client of
one or multiple buddies/contacts. Therefore, the sending client of the electronic business card
may extend his/her social relations and his/her buddies’ social relations by using the method for

sharing information of various examples of the present disclosure.

[0032]Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating modules of an apparatus for sharing

information. The apparatus may include the following components.

[0033] An information determining module 21 may identify a to-be-shared user in an address
book in an instant messaging (IM) client.

[0034] A business card generating module 22 may generate an electronic business card by using
basic information of the to-be-shared user determined by the information determining module in
an IM system.

[0035] A business card sending module23 may send the electronic business card generated by

the business card generating module to a receiving client via instant messaging.

[0036]In an example, the business card generating module 22 may include the following
components.

[0037] An information obtaining module 221 may obtain basic information of the to-be-shared
user in the IM system. The basic information may include one or multiple of: a head portrait, a
user name, a nickname, a gender, an age, a birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation
of the to-be-shared user.

[0038] A data processing module 222 may combine the basic information obtained by the

information obtaining module to generate the electronic business card in an xml format.
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[0039] The apparatus is corresponding to the method as shown in Fig. 1, thus includes the same

or corresponding technical features. The apparatus is for implementing the method shown in
Fig. 1, thus is not described further herein.

[0040]Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method for receiving shared information. This example
describes operations performed by a receiving client of an electronic business card. The method
may include the following procedures.

[0041] At block 301, an electronic business card is received from a sending IM client. The

electronic business card is generated by the sending IM client using basic information of a

to-be-shared user identified in an address book in the sending IM client.
[0042] At block 302, contents of the electronic business card are displayed.

[0043] At block 303, the to-be-shared user corresponding to the electronic business card is

added into a local address book if the to-be-shared user is not in the local address book.

[0044] The example describes the technical scheme from the perspective of a receiving client of
an electronic business card which receives the electronic business card from a sending IM
client. The electronic business card is used for carrying shared buddy information in an address

book in the sending client so that the receiving client can obtain user information of the
to-be-shared user.

[0045] In an example, the electronic business card received by the receiving client is in the xml
format.

[0046]In an example, the procedure of displaying contents in the electronic business card in

block 302 may include the following procedures.

[0047] Contents in the received electronic business card are parsed. The electronic business card
may include one or multiple of: a head portrait, a user name, a nickname, a gender, an age, a

birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation of the to-be-shared user.

[0048] The parsed contents of the electronic business card are displayed by using a format

pre-defined or customized for the electronic business card.

[0049]In an example, the electronic business card received by the receiving client is in the xml

format. In order to make the electronic business card appear much simpler and clearer to the



user of the receiving client, the electronic business card in the xml format may be drawn as an
image of a business card. In an example, a conventional method may be adopted to draw an
electronic business card in the form of an image by using information in data fields of the
electronic business card in the xml format. The image of the electronic business card may be in

a pre-defined format or a customized format.
[0050]In an example, the method may also include the following procedures.

[0051] The electronic business card being displayed is closed in response to a determination that

the user corresponding to the electronic business card is not in a local address book and the user

does not meet a condition of adding the user as a buddy.

[0052]In addition, the receiving client may select to update buddy information in the local
address book based on information in the electronic business card in response to a

determination that the user corresponding to the electronic business card is in the local address
book.

[0053]Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating modules of an apparatus for receiving shared

information. The apparatus may include the following components.

[0054] A business card receiving module 41 receives an electronic business card from a sending
IM client. The electronic business card is generated by the sending IM client using basic

information of a to-be-shared user identified in an address book in the sending IM client.

[0055] A business card displaying module 42 displays contents of the electronic business card

received by the business card receiving module.

[0056] An information managing module 43 adds the to-be-shared user corresponding to the

electronic business card into an address book in the apparatus if the to-be-shared user is not in

the address book in the apparatus.
[0057]In an example, the business card displaying module 42 may include the following
components.

[0058] A business card parsing module 421 parses contents of the received electronic business
card. The electronic business card may include one or multiple of: a head portrait, a user name,

a nickname, a gender, an age, a birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation of the

to-be-shared user.
[0059] A displaying module 422 displays the parsed contents of the electronic business card
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according to a format pre-defined or customized for the electronic business card.

[0060]In an example, the information managing module may close the electronic business card

being displayed in response to a determination that the user corresponding to the electronic
business card is not in the address book in the apparatus and the user does not meet a condition
of adding the user as buddy.

[0061] The apparatus is corresponding to the method as shown in Fig. 3, thus includes the same
or corresponding technical features. The apparatus is for implementing the method shown in

Fig. 3, thus is not described further herein.

[0062]Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a system for sharing information according to
an example. The system may include the above apparatus 51 for sharing information as shown

in Fig. 2 and the apparatus 52 for receiving shared information as shown in Fig. 4.

[0063] The following describes an example of a method for sharing information. The method
may be implemented in an IM system.

[0064] At block 600, a sending client of an electronic business card enables a function for
sharing information.

[0065] At bilock 601, the sending client determines a user to be shared from an address book in
the sending client.

[0066] At block 602, an electronic business card in an xml format is generated by using basic

information of the to-be-shared user in the IM system.

[0067] The basic information may include one or multiple of a head portrait, a user name, a
nickname, a gender, an age, a birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation of the

to-be-shared user.

[0068] At block 603, the electronic business card is sent to a receiving client via instant
messaging.

[0069] At block 604, the receiving client receives the electronic business card in the xml format
sent by the sending IM client.

[0070] At block 605, the receiving client parses contents of the received electronic business

card. The electronic business card may include one or multiple of a head portrait, a user name,
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a nickname, a gender, an age, a birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation of the

to-be-shared user.

[0071] At block 606, the receiving client displays the parsed contents of the electronic business

card according to a format pre-defined or customized for the electronic business card.

[0072] At block 607, the receiving client makes a judgment as to whether the user corresponding

to the electronic business card is within an address book in the receiving client.
[0073]1f the user is in the address book, the receiving client adds the user into the address book.

[0074]In an example, the receiving client may close the electronic business card being displayed
in response to a determination that the user corresponding to the electronic business card is not

in the address book in the receiving client and the user does not meet a condition of adding the

user as a buddy.

[0075]In an example, the receiving client may select to update buddy information in the address
book in the receiving client by using information in the electronic business card in response to a

determination that the user corresponding to the electronic business card is in the address book.

[0076] Therefore, IM clients are enabled to share buddy information via IM messages delivering
electronic business cards. It becomes easy for IM clients to recommend and share buddies,
which facilitates extension of social network of users. Buddy information is presented to a

receiving client in the form of an electronic business card which is simple and clear for viewers,

thus user experience can be improved.

[0077] Those skilled in the art can understand that some or all of the steps of the methods
provided by the embodiments may be implemented by hardware controlled by software. The

software may be stored in a computer-readable storage medium.

[0078] The foregoing is only preferred embodiments of the present invention. The protection
scope of the present invention, however, is not limited to the above description. Any alteration
or substitution that is within the technical scope disclosed by the present invention and can
casily occur to those skilled in the art should be covered in the protection scope of the present

invention. Therefore, the protection scope of the present invention should be according to the

claims.



Claims

1. A method for sharing information, comprising:

identifying a to-be-shared user in an address book in an instant messaging (IM) client;

generating an electronic business card by using basic information of the to-be-shared user
in an IM system;

sending the ¢lectronic business card to a receiving client via instant messaging.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating an electronic business card by using

basic information of the to-be-shared user in an IM system comprises:

obtaining basic information of the to-be-shared user in the IM system; wherein the basic
information comprises at least one of: a head portrait, a user name, a nickname, a gender, an

age, a birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation of the to-be-shared user;
combining the basic information to generate an electronic business card in an xml format.
3. An apparatus for sharing information, comprising:
an information determining module, adapted to identify a to-be-shared user in an address
book in an instant messaging (IM) client;

a business card generating module, adapted to generate an electronic business card by
using basic information of the to-be-shared user determined by the information determining

module in an IM system; and

a business card sending module, adapted to send the electronic business card generated by

the business card generating module to a receiving client via instant messaging.
4. The apparatus of claims 3, wherein the business card generating module comprises:

an information obtaining module, adapted to obtain basic information of the to-be-shared
user in the IM system; wherein the basic information comprises at least one of: a head portrait, a
user name, a nickname, a gender, an age, a birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation

of the to-be-shared user; and

a data processing module, adapted to combine the basic information obtained by the

information obtaining module to generate the electronic business card in an xml format.

5. A method for receiving shared information, comprising:
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receiving an electronic business card from a sending instant messaging (IM) client,
wherein the electronic business card is generated by the sending IM client using basic

information of a to-be-shared user identified in an address book in the sending IM client;

displaying contents of the electronic business card; and

adding a user corresponding to the electronic business card into a local address book if the
user is not in the local address book.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the displaying contents of the electronic business card
comprises:

parsing contents of the received electronic business card; wherein the electronic business

card comprises at least one of: a head portrait, a user name, a nickname, a gender, an age, a birth

date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation of the to-be-shared user;

displaying the parsed contents of the electronic business card according to a format

pre-defined or customized for the electronic business card.
7. The method of claim 6, further comprises:

closing the electronic business card being displayed in response to a determination that the
user corresponding to the electronic business card is not in the local address book and the user

does not meet a condition of adding the user as buddy.
8. An apparatus for receiving shared information, comprising:

a business card receiving module, adapted to receive an electronic business card from a
sending instant messaging (IM) client, wherein the electronic business card is generated by the

sending IM client using basic information of a to-be-shared user identified in an address book in

the sending IM client;

a business card displaying module, adapted to display contents of the electronic business

card received by the business card receiving module; and

an information managing module, adapted to add a user corresponding to the electronic

business card into an address book in the apparatus if the user is not in the address book in the

apparatus.

9. The apparatus of claims 8, wherein the business card displaying module comprises:
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a business card parsing module, adapted to parse contents of the received electronic
business card which comprises at least one of: a head portrait, a user name, a nickname, a

gender, an age, a birth date, a zodiac sign, a location and a quotation of the to-be-shared user;

and

a displaying module, adapted to display the parsed contents of the electronic business card

according to a format pre-defined or customized for the electronic business card.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the information managing module is further adapted

to:

close the electronic business card being displayed in response to a determination that the
user corresponding to the electronic business card is not in the address book in the apparatus

and the user does not meet a condition of adding the user as buddy.

11. A system for sharing information, comprising the apparatus for sharing information of

claim 3 or 4, and the apparatus for receiving shared information of any of claims §-10.

12. One or multiple storage mediums comprising computer-executable instructions for

executing a method for sharing information, the method comprising:
identifying a to-be-shared user in an address book in an instant messaging (IM) client;

generating an electronic business card by using basic information of the to-be-shared user

in an IM system;

sending the electronic business card to a receiving client via instant messaging.
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