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(54) Title: GRAVEL PACKING APPARATUS HAVING OPTIMIZED FLUID HANDLING

(57) Abstract: A gravel packing appar-
atus includes a base pipe having at least
one opening in a sidewall portion there-
of. A fluid filtration subassembly is po-
sitioned exteriorly of the base pipe and
is in fluid communication with the at
least one opening of the base pipe. The
fluid filtration subassembly extends
partially circumferentially around the
base pipe and has at least two circum-
ferential terminuses defining a circum-
ferential gap therebetween. A slurry de-
livery subassembly is positioned exteri-
orly of the base pipe and at least par-
tially within the circumferential gap.
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