
An article inventory tracking and control system tracks and controls
removal of articles from a secured facility. Exemplary facilities in which
the system may be useful include libraries, renal stores and retail stores.
Each article is marked with an EAS marker to prevent unauthorized removal.
In the system, each user of a facility and each article in the facility is
uniquely identifiable. Upon receiving the user and article information, the
system queries a central database to ensure that the user is a valid user
and that the desired transaction is authorized. A receiving compamnent is
specifically designed to receive a particular type of article, such as a
video or audio cassette. Sensors in the receiving compartment ensure that
the article is properly placed within the receiving compartment. Proper
placement of the article within the receiving compartment ensures that the
marker is properly re/desensitized, and also ensures that only one
transaction on one article can be peformed at a time.    


