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(57) Abstract: The specification and drawings present a new method, system, apparatus and software product for determining (e.g.,
& calculating) a load measure by a network element (e.g., Node B or any other network element) for optimizing information traffic in
communication networks (e.g., wireless communication systems). This load measure can represent the amount of available/excess
traffic that a given network element can carry and is a relative measure, which would take into account the total amount of resources
available in the system and the amount of resources that are free for carrying only "important” or "essential" traffic, using a weighed

method described herein.
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