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Abstract: The invention provides a system and method for distributing and
redeeming electronic coupons using an electronic  messaging service (14,
18). Electronic coupons are distributed using an electronic messaging
service to a user's mobile messaging  device (10) and are then stored on
the device. The user is able to redeem the coupon at a transaction server
(16) by forwarding the  same coupon as a message to a pre-announced number
or address. The transaction server is able to check the authenticity of the
coupon by verifying the integrity of data contained in the electronic
coupon which data may include a cryptographic signature. The  invention may
be used to obtain information about the user for marketing purposes.  


