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(30) Priority Data:
09/191,910 13 November 1998 (13.11.98) US

(71) Applicant: GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY [US/US]; 1
River Road, Schenectady, NY 12345 (US).

(72) Inventors: SALVO, Joseph, James; 1155 Avon Road, Sch-
enectady, NY 12308 (US). MACKENZIE, Patricia, Denise;
18A Woodcliffe Drive, Clifton Park, NY 12065 (US). BEN-
NETT, Janet, Sue; 2 Glendale Road, Scotia, NY 12302
(US). RELYEA, Heather, Ann; 1152 Rosehill Boulevard,
Niskayuna, NY 12309 (US). MORELLI], Thomas, Anthony,
I1; 427 Madden Road, Stephentown, NY 12168 (US).

(74) Agents: SNYDER, Bernard et al.; General Electric Company,
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3135 Easton Tumnpike W3C, Fairfield, CT 06431 (US). *G00002+
*162162¢
(54) Titles INVENTORY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD
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(S7) Abstract

analyzes the inventory amounts and inventory price information, and
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determines if an inventory order should be placed.

An inventory management system and method provide information concerning inventory amounts and inventory ordering to at least
one of a manufacturing site and inventory vendor. The system comprises at least one storage receptacle that stores inventory; at least
one amount indicator that determines an inventory amount in each receptacle, each amount indicator generating inventory amount signals
representative of inventory amounts in the receptacle; at least one inventory price source that provides inventory price information; and a
control unit that receives the inventory amount signals from the amount indicator and inventory price information from the inventory price
source. The control unit analyzes the inventory amount signals to determine inventory amounts in the receptacle. The control unit also




