
Techniques for scanning other frequency channels for
candidate base stations are described. In one scheme,
the scanning of other frequency channels is performed
based on the received signal quality (e.g., pilot
Ec/Io) for an active base station that a wireless
device is monitoring for user-specific and overhead
messages. The scanning is bypassed if the active pilot
Ec/Io exceeds a high threshold and performed if the
active pilot Ec/Io is between the high threshold and a
low threshold. In 



another scheme, the scanning of other frequency
channels is performed at a rate that is a function of
the active pilot Ec/Io. In yet another scheme, the
scanning of other frequency channels is performed
based on the active pilot Ec/Io and further using an
adaptive timer. The timer is set to an initial value
and thereafter adjusted by variable amounts determined
by active pilot Ec/Io measurements. 


