A hypod@.r:mﬁ, needl e of the present invention includes an el ongate holl ow
tube with a proximal end, a distal end and has a bore therethrough. The
proxi mal end of the needle of the invention has a hub fixedly-attached
thereto to connect the needle releasably to a fluid handling device with
the distal end having a point for facilitating penetration of the needle
into a patient's tissue. The outside surface of the tube has a proxi nal
portion with a | ower coefficient of sliding friction with the patient's
tissue than the coefficient of slidiAbstfactction with the patient's tissue
than a distal portion of the outside surface of the tube. The higher
coefficient o Flﬁmlﬁ: aeedlsf of the pmssutahvmpn iinpludes ab elengate iollowitubeowith at o
substantial.lé di.scrinjnate the needle's penetration of structures in the

pat i ent PEOXMaend, fistakendiand hgga bortherethrpugh. The proximal end pf theineedle ofithet i on -
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devuqe with the distal end having a point for facilitating penetration of the needle into a

patient's tissue. The outside surface of the tube has a proximal poﬁioﬁ with a lower coefficient

of sliding friction with the patient's tissue than the coefficient of sliding friction with the

patient's tissue than a distal portion of the outside surface of the tube. The higher coefficient of

10  friction of the distal portion enables a practitioner to substantially discriminate the needle's
penetration of structures in the patient's tissue while the lower coefficient of friction proximal

portion substantially reduces drag force for passage of the proximal portion through the

structures already penetrated by the distal portion.
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