1 : 2121672 I nprovenents in or relating to apparatus for
cooking, serving and/or storing food and the like. TH S I NVENTION rel ates
to gpparatus for cooking, serving and/or storing food and the |iKke, ‘and
arly to dish arrangenents suitable therefore. Dishes for use in
and ot her cooking applications are ty?lcally 5 equi pped with a
cover—so that foodstuffs within the dish canlbe covered duringcpqkj na. LC
Covered cooking helps to retain heat and noisture within the dzsﬁﬁaigagzrﬂy '
ot herwi se aid the cooking process. Even if covered cooking is not desired
the cover can be used to help keep the contents of the dish warmprior to
serving. Wien used herein, the term"dish" is intended to 10 I ncl ude
ovenware, such as a casserole dish suitable for use in a mcrowave oven or
a conventional oven, and cooking utensils intended for use on.a rcnge-top
cooking el enent. For some cooking applications, it would be advantageous to
provi de 15 an ope I n £ ver L1y
control | ed amounts of r]n'{}?oveméms rggﬁ wcﬁmgct pgpcgg 2& Qo%ﬂ%%\é’r\\r’\ﬁgfﬁé/ﬁ'

may be desurableS%mWMébpdandfﬁhhbgvered during cooking, it is nevertheless
frequently desirable to gain access to the |nter|or of the dish during
cooki ng, for exa , ' rt . a cookln er I nto .the

preferably withod l%dN{’gNITE@ﬁp'feé?’@Fy % @ g‘d gﬂ% U'é?r Sefifing an gé‘?’v#’ﬁﬂ"?t
may be conveni enfoddoaridethredike, and portjcud@dp o dishtdreangiesientsslitable Kerpfdrac

di sh covered. Wth sone cooking dishes of the prior art, one mnust
substantially renove the entire cover, or I n order to gain access to t he
interior of the 25  Dishegfor vsg in peking %\ésqfhammﬂf'as aprligatiensi e typisrIKust
ei ther hol 8 the equipp&d withlal éb@aes&m fiodsiusfs Within fthe (dish ¢he die 2bvkred

"heat -safe locatign.on whi.ch the hot, - n.,be.te est.ed. celes
Vorcovar - 1 onavi BP0 S5PKIRSy  CRYareH sookisd S 16 FaTiRh Dt fo Fdigfire arithin o
"cook may be bur ndhe idjsha asddden ctherwise ogidr thiel edoleeceqrecds- stioem if caverkd
container. 30  cooking is not desired the cover can be used to help keep the contents of the

dish warm prior to serving. When used herein, the term "dish" is intended to

10 include ovenware, such as a casserole dish suitable for use in a microwave
oven or a conventional oven, and cooking utensils intended for use on a
range-top cooking element.

For some coéking applications, it would be advantageous to provide

15 an opening in an otherwise covered dish to allow carefully controlled

amounts of steam or other vapors to escuf:e. Further, while it may be

desirable to keep a dish covered during cooking, it is nevertheless frequently

desirable to gain access to the interior of .the dish during cooking, for

example, to insert a cooking thermometer into the dish, preferably without

20 complefély removing the cover. While serving it may be convenient to leave
a serving spoon in the dish and yet keep the dish covered.

With some cooking dishes of the prior art, one must substantially

remove the entire cover or lid in order to gain access to the interior of the

25 dish. This is at best awkward, because the cook must either hold the
removed lid in one hand or else must find a clean and heat-safe location on

. which the hot lid can be temporarily rested. Moreover, removing the lid

from a hot container carries the risk that the cook may be burned by a

sudden and uncontrolled escape of steam from the container.

30



-2- The need to provide an opening for venting steamfromthe dish or for
inserting a cooking tRernoneter has typically been achieved by setting
lid ajar on the di'sh. This solution is awkward and usual ly difficult
regul ate,’ and i s undesirable. One known venting expedient, usually Ii
5 10 metal lids for saucepans or the |ike, uses a separate butterfty
val.ve el ement renovably attached to the covep. Such valves are not
adjbétable easily beconme clogged, are relatively costly and in any case
are not readily adaptable to ceram c or glass cookware. OQther prior art
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an upwardly faci ng Jeptiag armgeﬁenmﬁ heHandRast tmsﬁ.el-ﬁwai wlmfg fmrﬂ«eon
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posi tion over sai east one re atlve y narfow porti erein the

-ef fective unbl ocked ar of s upmardl acin ning i.s nmaxi , and
a position over said a&ﬁ?é'é{'ﬁt ?éﬂé Presest €P§)°W'§gjg" &9?*( Iomitigdedthn pé'ﬁ'ic’jlﬁms
upwar dl y fa :11 Ng Opsswcided withgpridrairedishéd.ocked; said effective unbl ocked
area graduafty 30 decreasing in size as t he upwardly facing opening is

rotated froma positi owhevmerﬁghdp.%b.dks%aaaraﬂ% Fof | blkiG] YerOfigr §/bE 8Fing

portion to a position over
food, comprising: a cover having an outer rim with an upwardly facing

opening therein; a dish having a bottom wall and a periphéral side wall

extending upwardly therefrom to form an open mouth defined by an edge of
20 the dish; a dish rim extending outwardly from said edge; said dish rim having
an upwardly facing ledge thereon with at least one relatively wide portion
and at least one relatively narrow portion; said upwardly facing ledge and
said upwardly facing opening cooperating to define an effective unblocked
area at various relative positions of said cover on said ledge; said cover
25 being rotatable relative to said upwardly facing Iedge- between a position
| over said at least one relatively narrow portion, wherein the effective
unblocked area of said vpwardly facing opening is maximized, and a position
over said at least one relatively wide portion wherein said upwardly facing
opening is completely blocked; said effective unblocked area gradually
3_0' ' decreasing in size as the upwdrdly facing opening is rotated from a position
over said at least one relatively narrow ledge porhon to a position over said

at least one relatwely wide ledge portion.

Preferably, said open mouth has four outwardly generally arcuate
35 sndes interconnected by four corners; said upwardly facing ledge having a
relatively wide ledge porhon adjacent each of said arcuate sides and a

relatively narrow portion is adjacent each of said corners.



at |l east one relatively wde | edge portion. Preferably, said open nouth has

fourotNwardly generally arcuate 35 sides interconnected by four _
cor said upwardly facing | edge having a relatively w de | edge portion

g_g each of said arcuate sides and a relatively narrow portion is

adj asent - each of said corners. Desiraldy, said dish rimincludes an
upwardly extending generally circular flange which circunscribes said -
upwardly facing | edge. The | edge defining said open nouth preferably has e~
contour such 5 Déshablyt, heaid f distc trina einalvides cvedpvaardly ektending ggemalhy Tan
be adjusted in_sj haigy rq,g& it @0 Of cover relative
to said cont ou?'?éq%u*g,xn{ehe c%@g’FLQ‘% |$ﬂn‘é§p%g§p@?3’ ele%l%e'form at | east
one adjustably sized opening which all-ows access to the interior of the
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all ow coptro upt s..of s m pr_water .vapor to escape fram the dish.
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such as a cookchuggingetheranguler pasitiomef theacdventelative dosaidentour.

Conveniently, said upwardly facing | edge angl es downwardly from said flange
towards said edge t‘P di rect condensation toward the interior of said dish.
The upwardly faci ng'Serdhgeqverr ardiidith ndp sosRerit cioy famp shtlgestnone

an unbl ocked padjistalbiy xS openi] whichedllowsaddceys te @ge inrerior of tisedovaerd ocked
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cover oul’er rimhas an undersTde, on-extends “downwar rom
sai d under si deamnouhts off| sieamtdrewpteri vapoe rto eiscapei troapther disly esirablys 4be ng

openi ng, the |ifniRllsi A% BEFRGerdHARIGE 16 AdRMIEN Tmpintknt 0K UsYa Lagting | edge’
to conpletely bl ock access to %’gg nterior of said dish when said upwardly
faci ng openi ngieEMpEetsr; o5 fhg shonk ofa 3908t i vel y wi de | edge portion. In a
preferred enbodi nent the cover includes an outer rim having an 30

openi ng fsor med t her 8} feniehffy, Yol vplGHdY Sacing RUGE GHAths" LISty Hom
said flange towards said edge to direct condensation toward the interior of
said dish. | '

The upwardly facing opening is rotatable approximately 45° between
20 an unblocked position over a relatively narrow ledge portion and a blocked
position over an adjacent relatively wide ledge portion.

_ Desirably, said cover outer rim has an underside, a lip section extends
downwardly from said underside and defines the perimeter of said upwardly
25 facing opening, the lip section being adapted to engage said upwardly facing
ledge to completely block access to the interior of said dish when said
upwardly facing opening is positioned over a relatively wide ledge portion. .

In a preferred embodiment the cover includes an outer rim having an

30 opening formed therein. The dish includes a ledge and flange which

' circumscribe the open mouth of the dish. Portions of the ledge function as

handles. When the cover is in place on the dish it can be rotated to at least

one relative position wherein the rim of the dish blocks the opening. The

cover can be rotated to at least one other position removed from the

35 handles, wherein the opening is unblocked. Thus access to the interior of
the dish can be effected without taking the cover off the dish.



Ci rcunscri be the open nout h of the dish. Portions of the | edge function as

handl es. When the cover is in place on the dish it can be rotateg ol
l,east one relative position wherein the rimof the dish blocks t eni‘ng.
The cover. can be rotated to at |east one other position renoved(fr the 35
handl es,.. wherein the opening is unbl ocked. Thus access to the i or of

the dish can be effected w thout taking the3eover off the dish. - 3a-

" Appefatus of the invention provides a covered cooking dish which allows
access to the interior of the di'sh without renoving the cover. The dish and
cover arrangenent -proviphesates ofdfhesinventionprevidepanrongred cookipgidish phich
interior of the difdivs dcded fo0ifle GRIaLToP bF @Kk UiBRWiflgut Fdifoving thegovient 0 t he
interior of the dish is angularly renoved from portions of the dish which
function as a handle. In order that the invention may be nore readily

under st ood, and so 10 The disiatand wotrércarrbmgemend providesai adipgtobly sipgsdt epdningd,
an embodi mept of {RedillibO8r Yd bisHOY BiloW tRfitroRBd vebingialmhelopRiAGRhR

with referenfce to ~acconpanyi ng draw ngs, | .. Fl J].ig,3 top
per spective vi ew the interigsefrthedishols angularfrremaved frao epgtions ﬁﬁﬁﬁ'%%a\' ed
perspective Vi ew fijnctibs csaahdlells of Figure I, illustrating the cover

el evated above the dish; 5 FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of the apparatus of
Figure |; FIGURE 4 is atop plan viewsimlar to Figure 3 but with the
cover onitted; 10 FI GUREorSer shat Hhedinvehtiommiambe mareredily Hederpioadanmd s f

Figure I, 10 that further features thereof may be appreciated, an embodiment of the
invention wil! now be described, by way of example,_ with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:



illustrated with the cover renoved and tipped upwardly to show details of

t he upderside thereof; 15 FIGURE 6 i s an underneath plan view of

t he doyeq )\ taken along line 6-6 of Figure 5; FIGURE 7 is a fragnéntary view ,
t aken nNg line 7-7 of Figure 6; 20 FIGURE 8 is a fragmentary A
(Top p vi ew of the apparatus of Figure 1, illustrating an unbl ocked

openi ng-Nto the dish; and FIGURE 9 is agcross-sectional view of the
apparatus taken along line 9-9 of Figure 3. 25 Figures | and 2 |IIustrafé‘é
di sh 10 having a conpl enentary cover 11. The dish 10 and cover |l are

i ntended to be useffIGUBE kisanfrpeperspective aieyve obhr apparhtusrofitbe imtentionc ooki ng
purposes. Preferably, the dish 10 and cover | | are made of any suitable

mat eri al which can w.thstand bot e gh tepperat ures soci at ed
with cooking in an F@@Qﬁﬁof'w le{laﬁsfg’e!?‘i'&??céw& g of Hgtﬂevﬂser%mfﬁgwe

associ at ed W tip iliistraring tha covérodlevged above the distgezer . For exanpl e, the dish
and cover may be nade from-a ceramc glass, netal, plastics or |ike
materialy 35 As best seen-in Figures 2, 4 and 9, the dish 10 has

a general ly bow - $§HQHBE 3 istetaponlan yiemoe appaeptus e&Figyre 1513 that is
integral with, and extends upwardly from a bottom wal | 14. The bottom wal |

14 is slightly con the center of, t, e ex of bottom
wal | 14 incl udes aﬁébﬁ‘/:va?dff 1Rt AVt 5%‘ uﬁ%;\%‘ﬁfc hgf“ﬁ@ﬂ‘é"rral ly
circular in benitkedpl an vi ew. The projection 19 |s preferably fornmed by a
pl urali t% of spaced segrrents The projection(s) serve as a base to support

t he bow I0f or exanpl e on a flat surface. The dish 10 has_an open
nmouth 15 (Fi gures f'GHBE4§ 'Fleﬂns'ﬁ’g eluations d&?%mfe*h&p%&l’%#%é’fd:f'g‘éfesguare

formed by four*n@sﬁmadhm e Ve renflived Ut 1iptied LepwdrHIT FOBIRE defhilkYof ounded
corners 17. ;Bg g él ons 16 and corners 17 interconnect to forma
conti nuous snoctH" "H@é’ef er(eﬁ ure 9)-

15 FIGURE 6 is an underneath plan view of the cover, taken along line
" 6-6 of Figure 5;

FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary view taken along line 7-7 of Figure 6;

20 FIGURE 8 is a fragmentary top plan view of the apparatus of Figure
1, illustrating an unblocked opening into the dish; and

. FIGURE 9isa cross-sectional view of the apparatus taken along line
9-9 of Figure 3.
25
Figures | and 2 illustrate a dish 10 having a complementary cover | 1.
The dish 10 and cover 1! are intended to be used, for example, as a
casserole dish or for other cooking purposes. Preferably, the dish 10 and
cover |1 are made of any suitable material which can withstand both the
30 high temperatures associated with cooking in an oven or on a range-top and
the low temperatures associated with storage in a refrigerator or freezer.
For example, the dish and cover may be made from a ceramic glass, metal,
plastics or like material.

35 As best seen in Figures 2, 4 and 9, the dish 10 has a generally bowl-
shaped interior 12 formed by a side wall 13 that is integral with, and extends
vpwardly from, a bottom wall 14. The bottom wall 14 is slightly convex at



def i ni ng the open rmut'h 15 of the dish 10. The continuous snooth edge 18 10
may be in the form of *any other noncircular contour, for exanple the edge
18 may defl ne an oval mouth IS, Arim22 surrounds the open nouth 15 of,the

froprt he edge 18 of 15 the open nmouth IS, and term nates at a geng
circular flange 35. As can best be seen in Fi.gure 9, the |edge.24 ang
dOV\M/ardIy fromthe flange 35 towards the opén nmout h of the dish 10.

fl.ange 35 angles slightly outwardly and is defined at its outer extremty

by an outer surfagge Z&ntlﬁ%fgﬁﬁlﬁrcﬁéﬂ y ?ﬂé'aéﬁeﬁbﬁﬂﬁ %ﬁbhﬁ WHIEN 4 RIGdesO ol S
circunscribed by the fl resut the width

of the |l edge 24 véépwayagﬂ \ﬁéé‘f?df"éﬂ awvﬁm EM rseagf&rs@f {GTGHLar Jlpgbottom
adj acent the cornelan diéwof Thé erajpetiond® tid phdferabiy foretea by @l plunatithe of eplgped
portions 24b, adj %8@%»:5“%’% @qgepﬁgégs/)o%?ve\}m& d%ﬁ;eg?oeag,ggimut&ﬂgo? Aﬁarﬁé\@

best be seen in Fig
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.nandl e centra 0C n a sur,roundal SO a e
handl & con b6 1 ondldePRERase 14 inatoineced by mdrd, CoPhers 931, Fhe fite Baloh

suitabl e protecti \oad dernere | 7 ikencaneeets kaform @ henpmqummbﬂ'oédgehtﬁ (Figuresdi on.
37 is defined by %@ﬁﬁ%@h@%ﬁé’ﬂ Suths Q@Pﬁ{ea{;kb{ 18l rﬂw é\finﬂmt:soﬁn&lfﬁ@déé ¢ A

regi on 38 extends out downwar d rom ed to nerge wt

outer rim3l of MY Rt elf"F"“ efsany other “°“°"FH{4°"08‘!’€PU"M ﬁTSlS“'T‘E ed@‘lel?f@ﬁ by
a general ly ci I culi8rméudefinecaly6val Snoudl 162st shown in Figures 3 and 9, the
di ameter of the outer edge 28 is slightly smaller than the inside dianeter
of’ the dish flange 35 so that when the -6- cover |S|n8Iace on the
dish 10 the flange 35 pg¥ eirerd2ssurpauads|thempeneneutbf 13 Ioé fbgvdwh 10.1. Theu veper

edge 28 abuts the s{,}saBger fwe MR inRRdePY¥Tkdde 34 Which extends from the edge 18 of

15 the open mouth 15, and terminates at a generally circular flange 35. As can

best be seen in Figure 9, the ledge 24 angles downwardly from the flange 35
towards the open mouth of the dish 10. The flange 35 angles slightly
outwardly and is defined at its outer extremity by an outer surface 23. The
generally square shape of the open mouth |5 is circumscribed by the flange
20 35 of the rim 22. As a result the width of the ledge 24 varies between
relatively narrow ledge portions 249, adjacent the corners 17 of the open
mouth 15, and relatively wide ledge portions 24b, adjacent the side portions
16 of the open mouth |5. As can best be seen in Figure 4, the relatively
wide ledge portions 24b form convenlent handles for lifting and carrying the
25 dish 10.

As best shown in Figures | and 9, an upper surface of .the cover |
includes a handle 36 centrally located within a surrounding depression 37, so
that the handle can be readily grasped, using a "potholder", or any other

30 suitable protective device, when necessary. The perimeter of the depression
' 37 is defined by an edge 32 which is generally circular in top plan view. A
region 38 extends outwardly and downwardly from edge 39 to merge with an

outer rim 30, of the cover | 1.

35 The outer rim 30 is defined by a generally circular outer edge 28. As
best shown in Figures 3 and 9, the diameter of the outer edge 28 is slightly
smaller than the inside diameter of the dish flange 35 so that when the
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ti pped to expose the open nouth 15 of the dish 10. 5 Afirst lip
29 extends downwardly fromthe underside of the outer ri'm30. The first lip
29 oncentric with the outer edge 28 of the cover || so-that, when the
covderf f) I is in place on the dish 10 the lip 29 is di sposed apprOX|nater

- abaye the edge 18 of the dish open nouth 15. A second lip 31 extends
down dly at the outer edge 28 of the rigm 30. Wen the cover | | 10 .S,
in place on the dish 10, the second lip 31 contacts the | edge 24 of t he Vv

22 and supports the cover I | on the dish. A pair of spaced |ugs 32
protrude downwswvet y! fis implace oAGhe AlighotQ thenflariget Heprevests lateraBdovémente cover

11 is cut away,ftipelQBt 3n, Jéufer edgP B! Bt the ¥ Eg'3@gwﬁwéﬂ:¥vécrrﬂ”\st he
outer edge 28 of the cover The openi ng gma st seen in Figure 6,

ext ends i nwar JI'RPeFJ°£xB%5§*PF&Qe§m9§‘ﬁIEI the lip 29. The opening 34
preferably is sufficiently large to accorrrmdate t he shank of an i nplenent

(mot. sncyi) such 25, frsPRR%a et BBhG PR anr b AP heGRNM 1 P 31

i ncl ude section
openi ng. 34. | B0coRint fissti lim 29iig Hoﬂﬁefﬂ'%g@fmet%efsmq %Oﬁfh‘acwﬂfrﬂd $ base
for supporti nghahanﬁémﬁ& csbergml iy .aqﬂu& éﬂ}’thU ar&h aurihaqﬁ: qaqgl didposéd t he
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when t he openiexjends dosswiardiyed theauter édegP8 gfothel iim 30DIbWhéhaheeoveroh of lip

section @12 G¥HERLEDSnURLH v, bOLHAT R BgHhes HOWRIR A ¥ e rim

appr oxi rrat ely ane an

from Fi gure 8,2%9nd weww‘ﬁg %&WQSrHe@Pb'PF dis: Aup@ir of ispacrd lygs 6%@@5%9( |
provi des accesdpwnMapdllyfeorh Mpe29.or of the dish 10 whenever the cover Il is
So positioned with respect to the dish 10 that the opening 34 is aligned
with one of the corners 17 of the open nouth 15. The opening 34 thus
provi des access to A pertion eff ther owter rime 3@iof thé eovernkleistuiaveny forfiormnamt 35

such as g Cookjyagingsy QQFQRB Pm&@?dl?ﬁ?&h%ea&ﬁ& tzh%}‘sth@sc&eve”fhéo
permt steamto esca&i rom erior, of 1Sh. The o 6\*‘#73 15 of

the dish 10 mpePening st seen By Figure s pxigeds bywordlydard Bositien
short of the lip 29. The opening 34 preferably is sufficiently large to

accommodate the shank: of an implement (not shown) such as a spoon or
a cooking thermometer.

The second lip 31 includes a section 31a (Figure 6) which defines the
perimeter of the opening 34. In combination with the lugs 32 the section
3ig forms a base for supporting the rim 30 slighﬂy above any flat surface
upon which the cover 11 is‘placed. As best shown in Figures 3 and 5, the lip
25 section 3la functions to block completely access to the interior of the dish

10 when the opening is positioned over a ledge portion 24b. The portion of
lip section 3lg extending inwardly from edge 28 angles downwardly at
approximately the same qnglé as the ledge 24.

30 As can be seen from Figure 8, the opening 34 formed on the outer rim
30 of the cover || provides. access into the interior of the dish |10 whenever

the cover 1! is so positioned with respect to the dish 10 that the opening 34

is aligned with one of the corners |7 of the open mouth 15. The opening 34

thus provides access to the interior of the dish for inserting an implement

35 such as a cooking thermometer. The opening also functions as a vent to
" permit steam to escape from the interior of the dish. The open mouth 15 of

the dish {0 must be shaped to provide at least one location at which an



-7- angul ar placenent of the cover | | on the dish 10 results in opening 34
bei ng unbl ocked. :Since there are four corners 17 in the preferred

enbodi nent, acces$ to the interior of the dish 10 can be acconplished
DA

rotating:the cover not nore than 450 in any direction. 5 By rotating t
cover Il relative to the dish 10, the opening 34 of the cover can be
froma position over the relatively narrow l,edge portion 24a to a posi
ovel the relatively wide | edge portion 24b. 'As best shown in Figure 3, when
the opening 34 is positioned over a |edge portion 24b the 10 opening is
% grrpl te:] ely Ibl ?cketlihgala@l gldtlerﬁéeﬁf of iﬂ@ét _c@fertz lggorgﬂ@hdigew fiEﬁJII(fsﬂﬂ‘éﬁéﬁﬁg 34 Bkfhg
us e relative e.portio or a_hl ocki nean i C
ef fectively obst ruﬂgP\é\l“%fgceSz%&t gpemé:r? Rf'érr F?)rr"e’c')sfn?l H'é%? ?ﬁeg%g‘fedﬁfgg‘b%h "tl]’o
must include at lasgess tnthe iitaxipn of ythevdish |@dge beoadcomplishey by rotudingathe

| east one angul arcoPbrfdiRbre fHon 4E® irf @¥Pliréction the dish 10 results in the
15 openi ng bei ng bl ocked. Since there are four relatively w de | edge

portions 24b in the preferred enbodi ment, the opening 34 can be bl ocked by
rotating the cover noBywmtetind e &b@r il ralutiveitoahé dish. | 0AsHaspinitgy 3K oft fhe
Jinvention provid L \V e =0 e f ]
unbl ocked area 01“% °¥ﬁ'§%§€%‘ﬁ‘§‘ég‘gf{%§‘a§ pggﬂga?égfg% :[e(l)gtg%e;/y Bé'ts}:g ﬁgg&%ééﬁ\/‘\g’g n
maxi mum unbl ocked4ari@ ¢ pegition ever tiecrsiatively wids tedge pgriion24s pAs Hestashown
angul ar posi tion iQfFiglie 3 Weh the lopeRing M8 Mipdsitidned love BABAGE BbrtRnLRILMMeCd
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the rim 30 falls.iblen Thes thedeslaflvelpnwidesledge @oitish Rab\fortss tahblookieg meatish 15
of dish 10. As 'éﬁ@ﬁﬂcﬁb@%'%@%&s Sdi8sd 7 Bhd YriRbo é""of"?hé QA 00 OFhd QfkR 24b
al so facilitates handl'ing of "the aﬁparat us, even _vm?h he cover in an
unbl ocked 30 190wt ingludasat; leastpre celstivelrewisiecledar) portions 2fb ot theheat at
an angl e renoved least one angular placement of the cover || on the dish 10 results in the

IS opening being blocked. Since there are four relatively wide ledge portions

24b in the preferred embodiment, the opening 34 can be blocked by rotating

the cover nor more than 45° in any direction.

Apparatus of the invention provide various advantages. For example,

20 the effective unblocked area of the opening 34 can be adjusted to any

position between maximum unblocked and completely blocked by selecting

the appropriate angular position of the cover || on the dish 0. It should

also be noted that at any angular placement of the cover || on the dish 10

the outer rim 30 is positioned over the ledge 24. Condensation on the

- 25 .  underside of the rim 30 falls.on the ledge 24 and is directed towards the
open mouth 15 of dish 10.

As mentioned previously, the relatively wide ledge portions 24b also'

facilitates handling of the apparatus, even with the cover in an unblocked

30 position, as in this case the opening 34 is positioned at an angle removed

from the relatively wide ledge portions 24b. Thus steam escaping from the

interior of the dish will not be directed towards the user's hand when the

dish is being grasped. It is also less likely that steam will condense in the

" area of ledge portion 24b. The slope of the ledge 24 downward towards the

35 open mouth |5 of the dish also directs condensed steam or other liquid
towards the interior of the dish. |
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d|. bei ng 'I“I Iﬁ so less likely that steamw |1 condense in
t he " Qrie .

of Ie The sl ope of the | edge 24 downward towards
t hg .35 open nouth 15 of the di sh al so directs condensed steam or ot her
liqurd towards the interior of the dish. .g. -8 CLAIMS 1. Apparatus for
cooki ng, serving and/or storing food, conprising: a cover having an outer*

rimwth an upwardly facing opening t her ei n, a dish 5 havi ng a bottom
wal | and a perigibms side wall extending upwardly therefromto form an
open nouth-defined by an edge of the dish; a dish rimextending outwardly
from said edge; said dish rimhaving an upvvardl y facing | edge thereon with
at |east one rdtatifwpgratbsidonsopking, serving andias istasing Feadatqomerisingar Gow

portion; said Wver Rdvind aRidbder ARDXitANGh %Ew&-dlsp\f@éx Yopditing: thefelinida @RNI Ng
cooperatin to defi ne an effect l ve .unbl oc
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to said upwar dithefeficinm o fertiy an lpenveewiia defised by an @dge. of dhel dish; b eltshtrione -
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1, wherein sai c}emﬁ@ 160did up\eGrdiyP FchrF&‘Ié&Bé ﬂm&%ﬂ@bai.hxn%sya&ﬁ atl [dGst

[ nt er connect ed orners; sal R faC| ng dge having . a
relatively wi dé’"Fé'&B’é vIg P?‘B'de?ﬂr?ie&ﬁw ggghthe effective unblocked area of said

vpwardly facing opening is maximized, and a position over said at least one
15 relatively wide portion wherein said upwardly facing opening is completely
blocked; said effective unblocked area gradually decreasing in size as the
vpwardly facing opening is rotated from a position over said at least one
relatively narrow ledge portion to a position over said at least one relatively
wide ledge portion. |
20 _
2. Apparatus according to claim |, wherein said open mouth has four
outwardly generally arcuate sides interconnected by four corners; said
upwardly facing ledge having a relatively wide ledge portion adjacent each
of said arcuate sides and a relatively narrow portion is adjacent each of said
25 corners.

3. Apparatus according to claim | or claim 2, wherein said dish rim
includes an upwardly extending generally circular flange which circum-
scribes said upwardly facing ledge.
30 . - |
4, Apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said upwardly facing ledge
angles downwardly from said flange towards said edge -to direct conden-
sation toward the interior of said dish.

35



said 25 corners. 3 Appar at us accordi ng tolﬂmm‘uu“m"!!"ﬂl
wherein said dish'rimincludes an upwardly exten r cuy/
fl ange whi ch ci rcum scribes said upwardly facingl efge

accor di ng to claim3, wherein said upwardly facing |edge angles dovvn Vo
fromsaid flange towards said edge to direct”"conden- sation toward the

i nterior of said dish. 35 -9- 5. Appar at us accordl ng to any one of

‘claims | to 4, rei rdl.y_faci oen is ro b
appr oxi mat el y. 4\é\k(;gebet m}%}i’yu&%c’m ﬁ%d%pos t96n° ve‘i;l P rleﬁ%tl?vwﬁffeh'érsf’iﬂm
| edge portion. artPwarglyodaeiag persning nis ovelatahle adprroximately| 415y letwedndan

| edge portion. 5 lﬁ»blocked\rﬁ%aﬁ%usvécsqfemm&l} Qafrd Mege OorfioR! &Rt b BiBcited
wherein said cover _qQuter ri | i p section extends

downwardly from $£°¢' %nﬂgngﬂgJ%ﬁ%nffgﬂ YFé%“‘[' "%@ PREH® of said upward | y

facing openifg, the |ip section being adapted to engage said upwardly

facing |edge to qonpl & ppa¥atbd acco#ah'%c &y 8% 658 of AdilRE 1l 1§ 5T ﬁéreﬂ'{ scid! g & sh

when said upwar dl% facj n openl n tioned over a rél

| edge porti on. terapigy, F‘éﬁt Galip ysegtion cexsendsddavenrwardty \f\nom said
reference to and undersideind dieﬂrh@ 1hé PRARRAN HPsdld apwadly facing opening, the lip

section being adapted to engage said upwardly facing ledge to completely
10  block access to the interior of said dish when said upwardly facing opening is

positioned over a relatively wide ledge portion.

7. Apparatus substantially as herein described with reference to and as
shown in the accompanying drawings.




