INPRCMENENTS I N AND RELATI NG TO CUTLERY 5 This invention relates to cutlery

and.in parttcular cutlery for use by a young child..Existing cutlery is r{_

difficult to hold, grip.and control by‘a small child with Imtilag%w')b
muscl e control. 10 As a result, young children cannot feed

thensel ves or do so with great difficulty untid -they devel op proper nuscle

control. It is an object of the invention to mtigate or overcone one or

nor& of the above nentioned probl-ems. 15 According to the

i nvention there is provided a piece of cutlery for use by a young child

conprising a handle and an operative portion such as a spoon bow, fork

prongs or pusher, wherein the handle is generally of round, barrel-shape

for easy fist-like graspi d, n I,hg arched as

viewed fromthe side of tﬂ'QP ﬁ“ﬁ@éﬁgﬂ%l‘ﬁ“ - ively :

flattened surface adj acent the operative portion for the ball of the thunb

of the child to allow gripping and control of the piece. of cutlery between

the ball of sthe thunb and the four fingers 25 grasping the handle, the

| ongi tudi nal axis of the operative portion being turned in fromthe
I"ongi-t udi nal . axi s of the Tikllimwmtiov rdlateshachantlerys apdasped, the
operatlve portion is turned towards the body of the user. The operative
ortion is turrearticikamaitldmndior sase byt a younanehiddsessary for a

child to use nuscul ar .effort (sonet hi ng over which young chil dren have
Existing cutlery is difficult to hold, grip and

control by a small child with little_or no muscle control.
10 As a result; yohng-children cannot feed
i“}. themselves er do so with great difficulty unti; they
develop proper muscle control
It is an object of the invention to mltlgate or
overcome one or more of the above mentloned problems,

15 | According to the invention there is provided a
piece of cutlery for use by a young chlld comprlslng a
handle and an operative portlon such as a spoon bowl, fork
prongs or pusher, wherein the handle is generally of round,
barrei-ehape for easy fist-iike_grasping by a small child,

20. the handle being arched as viewed from the side of the

kJ: -piece of cultery and having e.relatively flattened surface

o

adjaeent the operatiﬁe portion for the ball of the thumb of
the child to allow gripping and control of the piece of
cutlery between the ball of the thumb and the four fingers
25 gresping the handle; the'lonéitudinal exis'of.the operative
portion being turned in from-fhe loggitudinai axis of the
handle so that when the handle“is grasped, the operative

portion is turned towards the body of the user.



ttle precise control) in order to twist the inplement 5 towards their )

in mouth or the food on a plate. Thus in the case of a spoon, the | -
operative portion is turned in such that the user merely has to lift the-
piece of cutlery to their nmouth without having to twi st the piece of .
cutlery so that the bowl of the spoon enters their nouth. For a 10 fork or_

"pusher", the operative portion is turned in such that the user can S|nplx‘
push the food around on the pl ate wi thout having to twi st the piece of e

cutlery. The | ongigydidirabive YortthiemPney aédﬂfeao% | %n Sey ef erabl y
turned infromb5 to [err] fromthe longitudinal 15 axis of the handle.

For a speedld o lvmdg tiviiminoaXinecfs 41y @oar af ik 1 rdd Qikd S nore
preferably turned in from25 to 350 mhilst_the | ongi tudi nal axis of the
oper at | msmrldamwrefiffort f{wdmethingy evarefdriad wdunderthilldfarorhadrd 0 15 from
the | ongitudi nal axis of the handle; this smaller 20 angle for a fork is

pr ef er r dd-tttd. el ipsramuirssg ecandaradf) tilme ofrglelr tho Mviimsf: ftdwed dimptdmentout h because
even blunted ongs are preferably not brought, up to the face. Therefore

t he Spr orf@y Heje awmaputdnwarddhehdonsoen tao FHate + r Aferinf food to

t he spoon but not turned in epough to point to 25 the face if, the fork is
rai sed t78'@ 1F85% 0% 2 RGPy e pegedige aamtdap iis en?y i spal | child,

h hi |l d bly hol d 3 f i ”
the crermbrh it HRek, dRs43 Bed 1 IFCHER Siecs'dl A he' oier ¥
end of e N Sroubhe LR hal 15" B il L P A

so that the bowl of the,spoon enters thelr mouth. For 4

-

10 fork or “pusher“, theeoperative portion'is turned in such
that the user can simply'push the food around oh.the plate
without having to twist the piece of cutlery. |

| The longitudinal axis of the operative portion is
preferably turned in from 5 td.45°'from the longitudiual

15 axis of the handle. | For a spoon, the longitudinal axis of
the operative portion ie more preferably turned in from 25
to 35° whilst the longitudinal axis.of the operatiue
portion of a fork is more preferebly turned in from 5 to
15° from the.longitudinal axis of the handle; this smaller

20 angle for a fork is preferred ro discourage use.of the fork
to bring food to fhe mouth beeause_even blunted'prongs.are
preferably not brought up to the face. Therefore the
prongs should be turned towards the spoon to help transfer
of food to the spoon but not turned in enough to point to

25 the face if the fork is ralsed to the mouth.

When such a plece of cutlery is used by a small

child, the child can comfortably hold and grip the’ handle



adj acent the operative portion and to assist inthis the 5

handl e ié

preferably slightly curved to bring the rélatively flattened surface
towards’the ball of the thuab. This enables the child to have a positiv
and confortable grip and control. The handle has a substantially circu
10 cross-section giving the barrel shape but_g%gferably towards the

S

operative portion the handle has a flattened

portion of 15 surface optionally paralle

ape so that the

to the major axis of the

7

>

®

crugs-section becones oval. In this oval sectioned region, the flattened

surface is prow%ﬂgﬂ @sffsé,e'@.té.veéa/eféféncwéalsfir%gfy, YUV Yt ex

oval . Preferablpaghel tddise et B FaPly tde thatd s &l I aHs mindre.
angle fromthe transverse axis of the operative portion of from 10 to 600

and nore preferpig yeiiind refn 28 tsmalbl ¢ D ergsted ein ethee nfioch terdd fairface
spoon, this said-transverse axis is at an angle fromthe transverse axis of
‘the operative poijacenbftiie wpsftivelSortaiwh iandnw mEsHist ech dribiosli thent
for a fork, this said transverse axis is at an angle fromthe transverse

axi s of 255 thédaptiatiserpferalvisiightbo quwrwsd torthrinaithehed surface

preferably extends froma fjfth to_a half of the |ength of the whole

Pandi e, - 4 Telacivmi blatcenat SHEHARF dOEARENS BAYhOL e Hhwte
piece of cutlery.. . The.arehing. can Lormnarte of 8.2 shape, [pcdhe, Wgl &

pbi ece of cutler
grip and control.

The handle has a substantially circular

10 cross-section giving the barrel shape-but preferably

L; towards the operative portion the handle has a flattened

shape so that the cross-section becomes oval.

In this oval

sectioned region, the flattened surface is provided as a

relatively flat, or slightly concave or convex portion of

15 the surface dgtionally parallél to the major axis of the '

oval.

Preferably the transverse axis of the flattened

surface is at an angle from the transverse axis of the

operative portion of from 10 to 60° énd more preferably

- 20 from 20 to 45°. In one preferred embodiment for a'spoon,

t

this said transverse axis is at an angle from the

transverse axis of the operative portion of from 35 to 45°,

and in one preferred embodiment for a fork, this said

transverse axis is at an angle from the transverse axis of

25 the operative portion of from 20 to 30°.

BN The fléttened.surface preferably extends from a

fifth to a half of the length of the whole handle.



ght - hand side. 5 The arching of the handl e reduces: nuscul ar
[foort or action required by the chi'ld as he nerely grasps the piéce of
xUt'l.ery and the operative portion assunes the desired position relative to
tHhe food on the plate. The arching is preferably such that when-the fist 1Q
~of a child.grasps the handle, the ball, of the thunb of the child coincides
wth and so easily rests on the flatfé%ed surface without nuscular effort{
"to position the thunb, i..e. with the thunb reasonably rel axed. Preferably,~
the portion of t ' Ipid im Qthd Ssidd ned in
less than the re?%%%@%g%\%%%%%ﬁgq%bﬁéﬁﬁpﬁi wei ght of the
operati¥¢ PR&tpPEce THE ScRERYEN] S THe AXdHiny cuerfcdm tgwerpictea of cutlery
and loss of control. Additionally, this enables the ball of the thunb to
rest. onshépereont thel whélatpbees €O curiere when teiewsd@bmpddiai on wi t hout
“the -thunb having to be stretched to reach the surface. This portion of the
handl e rightehiandbsideurned in from2 to 150 fromthe | ongitudinal axis of
the operative portion and, extends froma twentieth to t{grd of .25 the
lendih of the hanﬁh%.a%l%e?%t-?%'%‘?&%nr UGHR PRI %ty is

preferably positioned,relative to it hand| e | : 5 - use, the *

lip of Phed Bﬁ\?nﬁe‘mkr%ég@ﬁ %I/%H’{]f%ea%%bes’ %&%%a@é S %l}?the fork or

pusher pibb8 bF BubPLEFOMA' ehl Wferdlie SOFoNUdsthad i s of the p
desired position relative to the food on the plate. |

The arching is preferably such that when the fist
10 of.a child grasps the handle, the ball of'the_thumb_bf the
child coincides with and so easily rests on the flattened {;}
surface without muscular effort to position the thumb, i.e.
with the thumb reasonably relaxed.
Preferably, the portion of the handle adjacent
15 the operative_portibn is turned in less than the rest of
the handle in order to balance.thé weight of the operative
portion. This prevents the rolling over of the piece of
cutlery and loss of control. Additionally, this enables
the ball of the thuhb to rest on the relatively flattened
20 surfacé in its relaxed position without the thumb having to | N
be stretched to reach the surface. | | o _ _\/
This portion of the handle is preferably turned
:in frdm 2 to 15° from the lpngitudinal axis of the
operative portibn and extends from a twentieth to third of
zs.the length of the handle. ‘ | |
The operative portion.of the piece 6f cutlery is

preferably positioned relative to the handle such that in



S

portion shoul d:not. form of continuation of the arched shape 5 of the 2o
handl e. .In-the case of a fork, .however, the prongs shoul d be pointed downtg;
such that children can use the fork to" push food around the plate and ont

t hee spoon and the ends of the_prongs do not point at the face if a child
does_lift the fork to the nouth. 10 - g [he invention can be applied
to\\jl types of cutlery but is particularly applicable to spoons and forks

as these itens of cutlery are the nost conmonly used by very young

children. Forksusay thselfp opethé ibewpast i €iie SSdoriand/BWHY Jrs RE i N

the formof a "pusher" made of 15 a rectangul ar piece of netal. In one .
enbodi nent of thkei prvengs onf atlset faxfk cut | 'tpushex'bride ded ac drpriizontg 1t wo

pi eces, a spoon and a fork or pusher, for use by a young child, each piece
havi ng a handl ePbim?oun"Hhu%ar‘F@ IongitudinalaRKis sif |Ghe opexatiive 20 by a

small child, the nd e_bei arched as |emed froq1the Si of the plece
of cutlery and RAEFH #%?Q‘?l 9"1"%&? farf‘g’rﬁ bape

bowt or fork proagQL ﬂé’ﬁ'f ceﬁe & “}% o?v];(ew}gg:[e, ttg,ﬁ”b%%[nﬁtghe

child to al Fow gripprng an con spoon a

Bal | of the thughogry ﬁ@epéﬂweéla&ﬁ{ SR HY ctma&w %tahvas@%ﬁw%orkhe

l.ongi tudi nal axis.of the operative portion being turned in from

tongi tudi nal axts phsh hfoddgtcursd tHetp M) drde drivd hdedIspoonr andr @aged by
t he -6- child"s hands, the spoon bomA and the fork prongs or pusher are
turned in toyvarelmdsmfbthﬂ pz_n‘ond’aa dcsaot point at the face if a child does
1lift the fork to the mouth. |
10 The invention can be appliea to all types of
LJi cutlery but is particularly applicable to spoons and forks
as these items of cutlery are the most commonly used by
very young éhildren. Forks may have an operative portion
such as prongs or may be in the forﬁ of a "pusher" madé of
15 a rectangular piece of metal.
| In one gmbodiment of the invention a set of
cutlery is provided comprising two pieces, a spoon and a
fork or pusher, for use by a young child, ééch.piece having
a handle of round, barrel-shape for easy.fisﬁ-like-grasping
"  . 20 by a small child, the handle being arched as viewed from
v the side of the piéce 6f cutlery and having a relatively
flattened surface adjacenﬁ ﬁhe spoon bowl or fork ;rong or
pusher respecﬁiveiy féf.thé ball of the thumb of the child
to aliow gripping and contfol of the spoon and fork between
25 the ball of the thumb énd the four fingéfs grasping the
operative portion, the longitudinal axis of the operative
portion being turnéd'in from the longitudinal axis of the

handle so that when the two handles are grasped by the



???Zhe degree of turning in fromthe handle for the prongs of a fork.is - : .
referably less than the turning in of 5 ;

angle o
to the
- enough
handl e
handl e
t he spo
t he han
pi ece o

t he, bowl for the spoon.- The

f the turning in of the prongs should be eriough to point the prongs
spoon while in‘the case of the spoon the angle of the bow should be
to point the bowl towards the body of the child. For the spoon, the_
adj acent the operative 10 porfidbn can be wider than the rest of tkge-
so that food on the bow does not slip off the back of the bow when

+11S: o Al J 0 gt i t . S ] art of
Uns' 13 IR 1G4 0 I 43 SAPLIdha dhe SERE #@ﬁﬁhzg ;%\gg%?p

adjace he operative portion and era _ t he
far@itdiined S AGKId & the RESHPNES £HK SuddPM happeni ng.

Alternatively and/or additionally, 1t” seens that the arching of the handle

coupl ed
pl ane s
spoon,
~food ag
he tsend
in the
will no

with the fmd ddipted ofiStutiitnd i ih of réecl®@Vhandbs for ather i zont al
eens to prevent this from happening. 20 In an ordinary
tfrongs praolficark aprgrd faambhe bdss dehas sty tamsningn AmdoPput ti ng
ainst his face, is that when he lifts his spoon towards his nouth,
s$heo Hawdx filus theé sspaan br i The tanglé pHfthdetwovingpimre® theul ting
undersi de of the bow facing his 25 nout h. - 7. - The invention

\PrsRgfe SHaWeH P enaughite pednte the tProngerithche Spoeen

‘acconpanyi ng drawi_ngs, in ich:Iﬁé%geigéighéaémggpective vi ew f gn1the

fronﬁ,

10

while in the case of the sp the bowl shou

be enough to point the bowl towards the body.of the child.
For the spoon, the handle adjacent the operative’

portion can be widér than the rest of the handle so that

food on the bowl does not slip off the back of the bowl

.when the spoon is raised to the user's mouth. It seems

15

20

that the wider part of the handie adjacent the operative
portion and the overall shape of the piece of cutlery
specifically prevents this from happening. Al#ernatively
and/or additionally, it seems that thé archiné of the
handle coupled with the fact that in use the lip of the
bowl lies in a horizontal plané seems to prevent this from

happeningQ

In an ordinary spoon, the main problem apart from 1“/

the child missing'his aim and putting fdod against his

. face, is that when he lifts his spoon towards his mouth, he

25

tends to flex his wrist to bring the tip of the bowl
upwards resulting in the underside of the bowl facing his

mouth.

&



5

above and one side of a spoon in accordance with the

Figure 4a is a cross-section taken along the line A-A of Figure 2; Figune.
4b is a cross-section taken along the line *_ 4 _ B-B of Figure
ar Figure 4c is a cross-section taken along the line C C of
Figadre 2; Figure 5 is a perspective view of a fork in accordance with the
invention fromthe front, Thentayéneiéh GRELEI 6w BE described, By UWHE HEis a
pl an- view of the fork shown in Figure 5; Figure 7 is an underneath "vi ew of
the fork shown éxampler ewbthareférence €oithe scclompaeing diweimyk, siyown

_ Figure 5. The spoon 10 shown in Figures 1 to 4 has an
operative porti¥ei¢h:the shape of a spoon bow 12 and a 8 curved handl e

2; ,and 15

in 25

14 joined thereto.

The handle 14 is generally barrel-shaped at the end 15

remote fromthe bow 12 fOFIEERYL g}$ pbiRRI LT HEVE Glike | $hef fromung

child with %itt{e or no nqgcle control of_the_hand. The handl e
: _ above and one side 0of a spoon in accordance with

<

10

15

20

25

the invention;

Figure 2 is a plan view of the spoon shown in

Figure

Figure

1;

3 is a view of the other side of the spoon

shown in Figure 1;

Figure
A-A of
Figﬁre
B-B of
Figure
C~C of

Figure

4a - is a cross-section taken along the line
Figure 2;

4b is a cross-section taken along the line
Figure 2; and

4c is a cross-section taken aloné the line
Figure 2;

5 is a perspective view of a fork in

accordance with ‘the invention from the front,

beneath and one side;

Figure
Figure

Figure

6 is ‘a plan view of the fork shown in
53

7 is an underneath view of the fork shown

in Figure 5; and

'Figure

. Figure

8 is a side view of the fork shown in

5'

The spoon 10 shown in Figures 1 to 4 has an

operative portion in the shape of a spoon bowl 12 and a

e

R

inVéntioh; Figure 2 is a plan vieéew of the 'spoon shown in Figure 1; Figur .
is a view of the other side -of the spoon 10 shown in Figure %, ;



S\ gradual l'y transforns into a relatively thinner and flattened:region 17
gdj acent the bow 12. A rel atively flattened surface 16 is. foormed in t he

top surface of the handle in the region 17 such that the thumb of a child

My’ eas

ily rest on that region. Thus, 10 the ball of the thunb can rest on

the surface 16 whilst the four flngers dgray grasp around the underneath

surface

of the handle. The cross-sectional shape of the handl e 14 snoothly

progresses froma circular section for the barrelr 15 end 15 of the handl e~

(see Fi gire@hdn@lan 10V oishaDelidrdts, I efidomanaisery Hgure 4b), the
mej or axis 19 of the oval" being at an angle from20 to 60 to the transverse

axis 21
axis 19
of the

relativ
surface

geser alilyuner rél astthpln) af tHee dmV 15l kenditsd ek etld | Bowl he naj or

is at an angle from35 to 450 20 to the axis 21. The upper face 23

dRalforh®asy rosyipming by they didust fingedws o @ yaxirsy ashifi 16
ely flatter than the | ower face 25 and constitutes the flattened
wigh m%mre np| qusalles sontinlami dihe hanshed Thel Idler s part of

a Z shape vi ewed f on1the right-hand side, i.e. the direction of the
arrOM/AgFﬁ Yé@EaQﬁ s ditéh & Fatatiste ihdihimnes and fi ngers of the

child
16 with

&&Ft%ﬁye%??@&rfg?*béﬁ AT ok G hd dhunh. The hel ght of the

arch my be up toA@féTéﬁ%#%l§rEiéé¥¥géh(ghfég%é“Tgﬂls éorme&l pe hOtéd

fromFi

gure 3, however
the top surface of the handle in the region 17 such that

- the thumb of a child may easily rest on that region. Thus,

10

15

20

25

the ball of the thumb can rest on the surface 16 whilst the

four fingers may grasp around the underneath surface of the o/

handle.

The c;oss—sectioﬂal“shape of the handle 14
smoothly progresses from a éircular section for the barrel
end 15 of.the-handle (see Figure 4a) to an oval shape in
the region 17 (see'Figure 4b) , the major axis 19 of the
oval being at an angle from 20 to 60° to the transverse
axis 21 (see Figures 4b and 4c) of the bowl‘iz. Most
preferably, the major axis 19 is at an angle from 35 to 45°
to the axis 21. The upper face 23 of the oval-shaped
reglon 17 is parallel to the major axis and is relatlvely
flatter than the lower face 25 and constitutes the
flattened surface 16. |

. The handle 14 is also substantially arched and
forms part of a Z shape when v;ewed from the right-hand
side, i.e. the direction pf the arrow A in Figure 2, of the

spoon such that when the four fingers of the child

&



5 the'longitudinal axis 23 of the bow 12 is not a natural extension of LN
t he .downwar d arch of the handle so that, when the handle is gripped by a -
fist, the bow is kept horizontal. The'longitudinal axis 20 of the bow %%

is turned 10 in fromthe |ongitudinal axis 18 of the handl e 14. This teRd

to facilitate correct positioning of the spogqagglative t he food being
eaten or alternatively the nmouth of the child and reduces the nuscul ar

ef fGrt necessary by the child in-order to twi st the spoon into its nouth.

15 - Uentondidudigalp s windid a9k ofn a'ﬂzﬁié’t% hend Witesh dd)

over a range of 5 to [err] depending on the bow 1 to bring the

surface 16 t owarglsvitiodyldnpimidttuTdwirde shan i pisdi + e Bd SerkBud] tﬁfﬁ]
e

spoon 10 is turned in approximtely 30 fromthe axis 18. 20

portion 24 of theidrandif the (amch Maguie Ip al) acabidd dhaHwlendH of
turned in less than the rest of the handle in order to bal ance the weight
of the bow 12.thEhégnsile on T wisllprbef evatied/ finomaigureg ske Haweredt) thaum 2
to 15 fromghe |ongitudinal axis 20 of the bow . 25 ] Fur t her nor e,
this portion 240 kangiHadinal Al A%19f ddjeadawl t12 tis nedwia llmﬁm;a}ﬂa der
tthan the rest of .the handl o that food on_the bowl does not slip o

-10- the back SFFHIRPIHBIC t‘ﬂ’é"% sreh gL ddhe handde, 6 thatpumhenthe

Rl 12 ext endugin AR L° SN B WAL A BT SRGL TS TN use
horizontal.
| The'longitudinal axis 20 of'the.bowl.lZ is turned
10 in from the longitudinal axis 18 of the handle 14. This
Nt tends to facilitate correct positioning of the spoon
relative the food being eaten or alternatively the mouth of
the child and reduces the muscular effor£ neéessary by the
child in orderlto twist the spoon'into.its mouth.
15 The longitudinal axis of a piece of cutlery may
be turned in over a range of 5 to 45° depending on the bowl
12 and to bring the surface 16 towards the ball of the
thumb when in use. The axis 20 of the spoon-lo is turned
in approximately 30° from the.qgis 18.
- 20 : The portion 24 of the handle 14 (seé Figure 3)

adjacent to the bowl 12 is turned in less than the rest of

nk

the handle in order tb balance the weight of the bowl 12.
The portion 24 is preferably turned iﬁ (see line 26) from 2
to 15° from the longitudinal axis 20 of the bowl. |
25 Furthermore, this portion 24 of the handle
immediately édjacent to the bowl 12 is wider than the rest

of the handle so that food on the bowl does not slip off

,



'_ a hori zontal plane so that food in the bowl does not drop out. The. )
vaf ious features of the spoon seemto prevent or deter the child, as he

lifts the spoon to his nouth, fromflexing his wist to bring the lip of
the bowl upwards 10 and causing the food ori the bowl to drop off. It seens
that the wider part of the handle adLag nt the operative portion and the
overal |l shape of the piece of cutlery %ecifically prevents this from -
happeni ng. Alternatively,--it seens that the arching of the handl e coupl ed™"

with th : | : | i, O W, 4 d L orizontal plane
speci fi g% ygag"fﬂevéeﬁﬁesh% %‘?ﬁr%ﬁa%%%n%%%&%%&%%igézéghghv\g lil%é% %ur es 5
to 8 haspddwnsanme general features of the spoon 10 and for sinplicity the

equi val ent parts are given the sanme reference nunerals. 20 Al so separate

description of -t herhelowbs PArdstandsd of HoMi Med 1wxeEd Whesgchhere are
differences and so reference is made to the description of the spoon 10 for
a descrighaorwhen ethe \spgaont jparirs wie f hehd arip 32f the owd 18 Dieshe fork
i's tgrned in 25 approxinmately [err] fromthe axis 20. The axis 18 for the

f or k™ pr oy Imrizentahaline |sxsthatarfedd axithd ddvwk ddws spobn as t he
prongs are designed only to point towards the - 11 - spoon rather than
towar ds 99 BB~ or nmouth of the child. The portion 24 is also turned in

| ess than the rest_of the handle so as to hal ance the weight of the
operative portion Wi é?‘?’?’r?‘{%i‘lse%fé?ee? s°§QH'3"? TROPY GIRFE 18U RFRVERE bri ng

the or deter the child, as he lifts the spoon to his mouth,
. from flexing his wrist to bring the lip of the bowl upwards

10 and'causing_the food on the bowl to drop off. It seems
that the wider part of the handle adjacent the operative
portion and the overall shépe of the piece of cutlery
specifically prevents this from happening. Alternatively,
it seems that the arching of the handle coupled with the
15 fact that in use the lip of thé'bOW1'1ies in a horizontal
plane specifically prevents this from happening.

The fork 22 shown in Figures 5 to 8 has the same
general features of the spoon 10 and for simplicity the
equivalent parts are given the same reference numera%s.

20 also separate description of the various parts will not be ¢
given except where there are'differences and so reference

is ma&e to the deécription of the spoon 10 for a

description of equivalent parts of the fork 22.:

The axis 18 of the fork is turned in
25 approximately 10° from the axis 20. The axis 18 for the

. fork prongs 12a is turnéd in less than the axis 18 for the

spoon as the prongs are designed only to point towards the



5 flattened surface 16 towards the ball of the thunb when in use. The
region 17 is al so ‘basically oval Zshaped in cross-section but the major

19 of the oval
transverse axis 10 21 (see Figure 4b) of the prongs 12a. The fork 22 is ~—

A
(see Figure 4b) is at an angle of from10 to 450 to the -%9/,

arched and forns part- of a Z shape when viewed fromthe right-hand side
(see.arrow A in Figure 6) The prongs 12a exte out fromthe handl e 14 such
15that in use they point down towards the plate and so that the ends of

the prongs 12a
f ood around the

LSS 8 Lohads. 0% BApISS GO EcossEte &ypie?

a poon. ftwo preces o ery

such as the spogRe20oiPigRd240LK 22sdB¥ufedSEY 1Wsd CHUA deid F&8t S Bthe

time. The spoon and fork are designed such that the operative portions turn
in towards the ReAglef sbhasuserpaibeficé Nths ewdighd o £hihdl. opéivasi vg epoist Yon
the curved barrel shape of the 25 handle allows confortable gripping by a
child in the agehiehgin9thbatbaséoid ykarforkdsmgeslla dmsacto theindithe
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the eating inplenment and further facilifates t he - 13 -
flatpened surfaceel§ towaxds the dbablumf ctie dchumprvkemginm

kRandl e .and an operative portion, wherein the handle is generally of round,
barrel - shape foRS@asy '
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The region 17 is also basically oval-shaped in
cross-section but the major axis 19 of the oval (see Figure
4b) is at an anglé of from 10 to 45° to the transverse axis
21 (see Figure 4pb) of the prongs 1l2a.

The fork 22 is arched and forms part of a 2 shape
when viewed from the right-hand side (see arrow A in Figure
6).

The prongs 12a extend out from the handle 14 such
that in use they point down towards the plate and so that
the ends of ihe prongs 12a lie in a horizontal pléne. The
prongs can be used to push food around the plate and onto
the  spoon.

A set of two pieces of cutlery such as the spoon
10 and fork 22 may be used by a child at the same time.

The spoon and fork are designed such that the operative
portions turn in towards the body of the user when in use
by the child.

Advantageously, the curved barrel shape of the

~handle allows comfortable gripping by a child in the age

range 9 months to 5 years and serves to teach the child how

to control the eating implement and further facilitates the



S fist:=like grasping by a small child, the handle being arched as viewed
fromthe side of the piece of cultery and having a relatively fl-attened
surface adjacent the operative portion:for the ball of the thunb of the D
child to allow gripping and control of the piece of cutlery between 10 the
bal |l of the thunb and the four fingers graspi,ag_the handle, the

I ongi tudi nal axis of the operative portion bégng turned in fromthe

| ofigf t udi nal. axis of the handle -so that when the handle is grasped, the
operative portion.is tqﬁﬁggkgomards t he body of the user. 15 2. A
piece of cutlery as clained in Gdaim1 in which the longitudinal axis of

the operative ppytion is g yitrd idf idudileryt Foretwse byom ybangoopiladi nal

axis of the handle. 3. A piece of cutlery .as clainmed in Caim?2

which is a spoafomgricsimngi thatidla amd anooperatdyer portdoper whene2n bheng
turned in from25 to 35 fromthe |ongitudinal axis of the handle. 4.

A piec$ OL cut Irandkes i denardldycofi mornghi drrrelashaPr, fPRe®RSHgi t udi nal
axi s of the_operative portion being turned.in frogm5 to, 15 tromthe - -
| ongi t udi naP axfisStorliks Frasping & ?:sm;il ch&l§Veg eoPaEGEFeg%lﬁg cl ai med
kn any precedin | al min whi dl a bst I alel ' I
Cross-section d%@#hé?tﬁﬁaWﬁﬁ%éﬁiﬁégﬁbgﬂgh5ﬁfgvgﬁﬁgﬁgh§&g@g-8?4¥uigég?a?#ee

portion the handes s ddilaniwies fhARRaeA sidieakleaBljasenteeheon becones

oval, the flattene face being provio ' ' sectioned portion

in this ova
of the handle. operative portion for the ball of the thumb of the child to

allow gripping and control of the piece of cutlery between
10 the ball of the thumb and the four fingers grasping the-.
L _ handle, the longitudinal axis of the operative portion
| being turned in from the longitudinal axis of-the handle so
that when the handle is grasped, the operative portion is
turned towards the body of the user.

15 2. A piece of cutlery as claimed in Claim 1 in which
the longitudinal axis of the operative portion is turned in
from 5 to 45° from the longitudinal axis of. the handle.

3. . A piece of cutlery as claimed in Claim 2 which is
a spoon, the longitudinal axis of.the operative fortion
. 20 being turned in from 25 to 35° from the longitudinal axis
Y of the handle.
4. A piece of cutlery as claimed in Claim 2 which is
a fork, the longitudinal axis of the operative portion: ;
being turned in from 5 to 15° from the longitudinal axis of
25 the handle. |
5. A piece of cutlery as claimed in any precedipg\
claim in which the handle has a substantially circular ‘

cross-section giving the barrel-shape and towards the

UL



ransverse axis of the flattened surface is at an angle from the

A piece of cutlery as clalned in any preceding 5 claimin which

sverse axis of the operative portion of form10 to [err] 7. " A

~ _piece of cutlery as claimed in daim6 which is a spoon and in which the

transverse axis of the flattened 10 suyface is at an angle fromthe

~transverse axis of the operative portion of from35 to 45. 8. A
-piece of cutlery as clained in Caim6 which is a fork and in which the -

t r ansversmerat isvefpddteidn aiHee tathdle fhaee a £ laittahed@hape’ @B hatt r ansver se

. axi s of

~cutlery
ext ends
- A piece
portion

t he rest of the h

porton.

the 15 operative portion of from20 to [err]. 9. A pi ece of
the drasedagtiony heoomed qyadl aitihe £ laltitenedheuiifacecbedngur f ace
froma fifth to a half of the length of the whole handle... 10.
Rﬁ°YAQQQN%Pei?%ﬁeﬂWﬁ%TSQ?Q%?P%ﬁwﬂﬂﬁﬁhﬂg o6 &hei kandlghich t he

f the handl e adjac he oper ati ortion is turned in | ess than
}ncﬂltfclén (;:'3 F Yo &5a lf"ﬁ W& GRY BFeCs 18ferative

. | whi h
Che 2ai &50m s ik shdaf a%%%s&{sur At b Rp8 FudRteba s litaig "
longi tudiade @ arfld FearPhd! ik¥ankYelrs@Naxid of the BpBka¢Evel cutlery as

claimed in daiml1l0 or 5 " Cdaim1ll in which the said portlon extends froma

twenti etdodtidniofd ffrnd N lengiol? ,of the handl e. 13. A set of cutlery, , -

for use by a young child, ' *
7. ~ A piece of cutlery as claimed in Clalm 6 whlch is

-a spoon and in which the transverse axis of the flattened

10
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25

surfade-is-at an angle from the transverse axis of the

operative portion of from 35 to 45°. : W/

8. . A piece of cutlery as claimed in _Claim 6 which is
a fork anduiﬁ which-thé transverse axis of the flattened
surface ig at an anglé from the transverse axis of the
operative portion of from 20 to 30°.

9. A piece of cutlery as claimed in any preceding
claim in which the flattened surface-extends from a fifth
to a half of the length of the whole handle. . .

10. . A piece of cutlery as claimed in any preceding

claim in which the portion of the handle adjacent the

operative portion is turned in less than the rest of the %

handle in order to balance the weight of the operative

portion. .
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conpri si-ng t wo: pi eces, a spoon and a fork or pusher, each piece having a
handl e of. round, barrel-shape f or easy 10 fist-like graspi ng by a snal

child and an operative -porticon conprising a spoon bow or fork prongs or %DLXf
pursher, the handl e being arched as viewed fromthe side of the piece of
cutlery and having a relatively flattened surisee adjacent the spoon bo
oryfork prong or pusher 15 respectively for the ball of the thumb of the
child to allow ilpplng and control of the spoon and fork between the bal

of the thumb andthe four fPhﬁ%‘?s%r%H"frg‘/ L%m \ﬁél;saratmbrio tige

| ongi tudi nal a ort I n ur,ne

Iongitudinal ai?g g% %ﬁg %%l%é% ¢1€L%Jﬁﬁﬁh 5&@“@@a§ﬁéd‘
by the child's ad F&EHQ e
tﬁrned in tomargg tﬁép%ggyéof the user %#E% d¥ﬂ%ﬁ§WQ§£§é§1 %QE%l%B ‘A aim
13 in which thelglegree ofatpiddeidf nedtidpy hs hangdhed An QiR Q@%rof thi

fork is 25 less than the turning in of the bowl for the spoon.
“piece of cubl er@laimsthnin arhichastheersdid eayiidee @xtienids! Eﬁr%meacewbﬁthbﬁh

acconpanylng drggméﬁfkd of the length of the handle.

N 13. A set of cutlery, for use by a young child,
comprising two pieces, a spoon and a fork or pusher, each
piece having a handle of round, barrel-shape for easy

10 fist-like grasping by a small child and an.bperative
portion comprising a spoon bowl or fork prongs or a
pursher, the handle peing arched as viewed from the side of
the piece of cutlery and having a relatively flattened
surface adjacent the spoon bowl or fork prong or pusher

15 respectively for the ball of the thumb of the child to
allow gripping and control of the spoon and fork between
the bail of the thumb and the four fingers grasping the
operative portion, the longitudinal axis of the operative
portion being turned in from the longitudinal axié of the

20 handle so that when the two handles are grasped by ‘the

'L_) child's hands, the spoon bowl and the fprk prongs or pusher

are turned in towards the body of the user. |
14. A set as claimed in Claim 13 in which the degree
of turning in from the handle for the prongs of the fork is
25 1less than the turning in of the bowl for the spoon.
> 15, A piece of cutlery substantially as herein

described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
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