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Claims 

[Claim 1] 

[Claim 2] 

[Claim 3] 

An information processing system comprising: a first information processing apparatus and a 

second information processing apparatus, capable of communicating with each other via a 

network, wherein 

the second information processing apparatus includes 

a transmission unit configured to transmit use amount information of the second information 

processing apparatus and first identification information of the second information processing 

apparatus, and 

the first information processing apparatus includes 

a reception unit configured to receive the use amount information and the first identification 

from the second information processing apparatus, 

an obtaining unit configured to obtain second identification information of the second 

information processing apparatus from the second information processing apparatus, or obtain 

the second identification information based on the first identification information received by the 

reception unit, 

a use amount information recording unit configured to associate the use amount information 

with the first identification information and the second identification information and store the 

use amount information with the first identification information and the second identification 

information in a first storage unit, and 

an aggregation unit configured to aggregate the use amount information for each set of the first 

identification information and the second identification information, 

wherein in the case where the reception unit receives the first identification information together 

with a use permission request from the second information processing apparatus, 

the obtaining unit associates the second identification information registered beforehand in a 

second storage unit with the first identification information received by the reception unit 

together with the use permission request, and with a use permitted state, stores the second 

identification information with the first identification information and the use permitted state in 

the second storage unit, and transmits use permitted information to the second information 

processing apparatus. 

The information processing system according to claim 1, wherein the first identification 

information is used for uniquely identifying the second information processing apparatus, and 

the second identification information is changed every time a user of the second information 

processing apparatus is changed. 

The information processing system according to claim 1 or 2, wherein 

the use amount information recording unit associates date and time information with the use 

amount information, the first identification information, and the second identification information, 

and stores the date and time information with the use amount information, the first identification 

information, and the second identification information in the first storage unit, and 

the aggregation unit calculates a difference between the use amount information of the earliest 

date and time information in a preset aggregation period and the use amount information of the 

latest date and time information in the aggregation period. 
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[Claim 4] 

[Claim 5] 

[Claim 6] 

[Claim 7] 

The information processing system according to claim 1 or 2, wherein 

the use amount information recording unit associates date and time information with the use 

amount information, the first identification information, and the second identification information, 

and stores the date and time information with the use amount information, the first identification 

information, and the second identification information in the first storage unit, and 

the aggregation unit records a period in which the use amount information is aggregated, and 

calculates a difference between the use amount information of the earliest date and time 

information after the period and the use amount information of the latest date and time 

information after the period. 

The information processing system according to claim 1, wherein 

in the case where the reception unit receives the first identification information and third 

identification information together with the use permission request from the second information 

processing apparatus, 

the obtaining unit, in the case where the third identification information is stored in third storage 

unit, associates the second identification information with the first identification information and 

stores the second identification information with the first identification information in the second 

storage unit, and transmits the use permitted information to the second information processing 

apparatus. 

The information processing system according to any one of claims 1 through 5, wherein 

the reception unit does not receive the second identification information when the reception unit 

receives the use amount information and the first identification information from the second 

information processing apparatus, 

the obtaining unit reads from the second storage unit the second identification information, 

which is associated with the first identification information received by the reception unit, for 

which the use permitted state is registered, and 

the use amount information recording unit associates the use amount information and the first 

identification information with the second identification information read from the second 

storage unit by the obtaining unit, and stores the use amount information and the first 

identification information with the second identification information in the first storage unit. 

The information processing system according to any one of claims 1 through 6, wherein 

in the case where a use permitted period of the second information processing apparatus has 

expired, the obtaining unit removes from the second storage unit the use permitted state which 

is associated with the first identification information and the second identification information in 

the second storage unit, and transmits use not-permitted information to the first information 

processing apparatus. 

[Claim 8] The information processing system according to any one of claims 1 through 7, wherein 

the transmission unit of the second information processing apparatus transmits a use stoppage 

request and the first identification information, and 

in the case where the reception unit receives the use stoppage request and the first 

identification information, the obtaining unit removes the use permitted state associated with 
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[Claim 9] 

the first identification information received by the reception unit, and transmits use not-

permitted information to the first information processing apparatus. 

An information processing apparatus capable of communicating with a second information 

processing apparatus via a network, the information processing apparatus comprising: 

a reception unit configured to receive use amount information of the second information 

processing apparatus and first identification information of the second information processing 

apparatus from the second information processing apparatus; 

an obtaining unit configured to obtain the second identification information of the second 

information processing apparatus from the second information processing apparatus, or obtain 

the second identification information associated with the first identification information received 

by the reception unit; 

a use amount information recording unit configured to associate the use amount information 

with the first identification information and the second identification information and store the 

use amount information with the first identification information and the second identification 

information in first storage unit; and 

an aggregation unit configured to aggregate the use amount information for each set of the first 

identification information and the second identification information, 

wherein in the case where the reception unit receives the first identification information together 

with a use permission request from the second information processing apparatus, 

the obtaining unit is configured to associate the second identification information registered 

beforehand in a second storage unit with the first identification information received by the 

reception unit together with the use permission request, and with a use permitted state, to store 

the second identification information with the first identification information and the use 

permitted state in the second storage unit, and to transmit use permitted information to the 

second information processing apparatus. 

[Claim 10] An information processing apparatus capable of communicating with a second information 

processing apparatus via a network, the second information processing apparatus comprising: 

a reception unit configured to receive use amount information of the second information 

processing apparatus and first identification information of the second information processing 

apparatus from the second information processing apparatus; 

an obtaining unit configured to obtain second identification information of the second 

information processing apparatus from the second information processing apparatus, or obtain 

the second identification information based on the first identification information received by the 

reception unit; 

a use amount information recording unit configured to associate the use amount information 

with the first identification information and the second identification information and store the 

use amount information with the first identification information and the second identification 

information in a first storage unit; and 

an aggregation unit configured to aggregate the use amount information for each set of the first 

identification information and the second identification information, wherein 

the information processing apparatus includes a transmission unit configured to transmit the 
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[Claim 11] 

use amount information of the information processing apparatus and the first identification 

information of the information processing apparatus, 

wherein in the case where the reception unit receives the first identification information together 

with a use permission request from the second information processing apparatus, 

the obtaining unit is configured to associate the second identification information registered 

beforehand in a second storage unit with the first identification information received by the 

reception unit together with the use permission request, and with a use permitted state, to store 

the second identification information with the first identification information and the use 

permitted state in the second storage unit, and to transmit use permitted information to the 

second information processing apparatus. 

An information processing method of an information processing system in which a first 

information processing apparatus and a second information processing apparatus are capable 

of communicating with each other, the information processing method comprising: 

transmitting, by the second information processing apparatus, use amount information of the 

second information processing apparatus and first identification information of the second 

information processing apparatus; 

receiving, by the first information processing apparatus, the use amount information of the 

second information processing apparatus and the first identification information of the second 

information processing apparatus from the second information processing apparatus; 

obtaining, by the first information processing apparatus, the second identification information of 

the second information processing apparatus from the second information processing 

apparatus, or obtaining the second identification information based on the first identification 

information received in the receiving; 

associating, by the first information processing apparatus, the use amount information with the 

first identification information and the second identification information and storing the use 

amount information with the first identification information and the second identification 

information in a first storage unit; and 

aggregating, by the first information processing apparatus, the use amount information for each 

set of the first identification information and the second identification information, 

wherein in the case where the first identification information is received together 

with a use permission request from the second information processing apparatus, 

associating the second identification information registered beforehand in a second 

storage unit with the received first identification information together with the use permission 

request, and 

with a use permitted state, 

storing the second identification information with the first identification information and 

the use permitted state in the second storage unit, and 

transmitting use permitted information to the second information processing apparatus. 

[Claim 12] 
	

A program causing an information processing apparatus, capable of communicating with a 

second information processing apparatus via a network, to function as units, comprising: 

a reception unit configured to receive use amount information of the second information 

processing apparatus and first identification information of the second information processing 
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apparatus from the second information processing apparatus; 

an obtaining unit configured to obtain second identification information of the second 

information processing apparatus from the second information processing apparatus, or obtain 

the second identification information based on the first identification information received by the 

reception unit; 

a use amount information recording unit configured to associate the use amount information 

with the first identification information and the second identification information and store the 

use amount information with the first identification information and the second identification 

information in a first storage unit; and 

an aggregation unit configured to aggregate the use amount information for each set of the first 

identification information and the second identification information, 

wherein in the case where the reception unit receives the first identification information together 

with a use permission request from the second information processing apparatus, 

the obtaining unit associates the second identification information registered beforehand in a 

second storage unit with the first identification information received by the reception unit 

together with the use permission request, and with a use permitted state, stores the second 

identification information with the first identification information and the use permitted state in 

the second storage unit, and transmits use permitted information to the second information 

processing apparatus. 


