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(54) Title: INTERDENTAL CLEANERS AND METHODS FOR MAKING SAME

(57) Abstract: A method of making interdental cleaners includes forming a slug by extruding material in a direction of extrusion
to form a first slug portion having a generally rectangular first cross- section and a second slug portion having a tapering second
cross-section that extends away from the rectangular first cross-section. The method also includes stamping the slug substantially
perpendicular to the direction of extrusion to form a plurality of cleaner blanks. The stamping forms the first slug portions into
handle portions of the cleaner blanks, and the second slug portions into shaft portions of the cleaner blanks. The shaft portions in-
clude two pairs of converging surfaces that taper toward each other to define a point. The method also includes attaching cleaning
members to the ends of the shaft portions.
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