
Water-soluble fluorescent particles are formed in a
simple process. A mixture comprising a solvent, water,
a fluorescent polymer dissolved in the solvent, and an
amphiphilic molecule is provided. The fluorescent
polymer comprises a hydrophobic segment. The
amphiphilic molecule comprises hydrophilic and
hydrophobic segments. The solvent is removed from the
mixture to allow the fluorescent polymer and the
amphiphilic molecule to entangle in the presence of
water, thus 



forming the water-soluble fluorescent particles. In
the formed particles, the hydrophilic segments of the
amphiphilic molecule are entangled with one another,
and the hydrophobic segments of the fluorescent
polymer and amphiphilic molecule are entangled with
one another. The amphiphilic molecule encapsulates the
fluorescent polymer and at least some of the
hydrophilic segments are exposed to render the
particle soluble in water. 


