The pr&sent invention provides an optically active

4- substi t ut ed- 2-hydr oxybut anoate represented by the 5 general fornula:-
[err] 10 wherein Xis d, Br, I or-CN, Ris alkyl, and * shows an
asymmetric carbon. The conpound which is useful chem cal conpounds as
starting materials of nmedical supplies, js obtained by a 15 process
conprising ring-opening optically active err]-hy- droxy-y-butyrol actone

~and esterifying the Conpagg%B%QET%%%ng;HYDROXYBUTANOATES
AND A PROCESS FOR PRODUCING THEM

* ABSTRACT

The present invention provides an optically active
4-substituted-2-hydroxybutanoate represented by the

5 -general'formula:

X - (1)
\\/A\f/u\‘OR.

10 OH ' _
wherein X is Cl, Er, I or CN, R is alkyl, and * shows an
asymmetric carbon. -

The compound which is useful chemical compounds as
starting materials of medical supplies, is obtained by a

15 process comprising ring-opening optically active a-hy-

droxy-y-butyrolactone and esterifying the compound ob-

tained.
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