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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a unique intra prediction process which improves the efficiency of video coding.
H.264/AVC uses reference pixels in a horizontal boundary located immediately above a target block to be predicted and reference
pixels in a vertical boundary located immediately left of the target block. In the present invention, at least some of one of an array
of horizontal boundary pixels and an array of vertical boundary pixels are retrieved. Then, the retrieved pixels are added to the
other boundary pixels to extend the array thereof. Intra prediction is performed, based solely on the extended array of boundary
pixels.
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