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(57) Abstract: A process for making a catalyst for oxidative esterification of methacrolein to methyl methacrylate comprises providing
a support selected from an oxide of silicon, a carbide of silicon, a metal oxide, and a metal carbide. Particles of at least one oxide of a
metal are provided on the support. The support is contacted with a gold salt and heated at a temperature ranging from 50°C to 600°C
for a time ranging from at least 0.1 h to 48 h to convert the gold salt to gold nanoparticles having an average diameter of less than
12 nm and a standard deviation of +/- 4 nm, where at least 75% by number of the gold nanoparticles are positioned within 20 nm of

a particle of the oxide of the metal.



