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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method for utilizing a region menu, comprising: 

determining when to activate the region menu; wherein the region menu 

includes at least two regions including a first region, and a second region, that are 5 

approximately adjacent to each other; wherein the first region is associated with a first 

menu; and the second region is associated with a second menu; 

selecting, based on a current context, the first menu as a default menu 

when the current context is a first context and selecting the second menu as the default 

menu when the current context is a second context, wherein the default menu is 10 

initially displayed, proximate to the region associated with the selected menu in 

response to activating the region menu and before displaying the other one of the first 

and second menus that is not selected;  

displaying the region menu; 

determining a menu to display that is selected from the first menu and 15 

the second menu; and 

displaying the menu at a display location such the menu does not 

overlap another menu and another one of the regions when there is insufficient room to 

display the menu on the display at a corresponding section for the menu.  

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein determining a menu to display 20 

comprises determining when a pointer is over one of the regions and displaying the 

corresponding menu that is associated with the section when the pointer is over the 

region.  

3. The method of Claim 2, wherein a portion of the displayed menu is 

displayed translucently in response to a menu option within the displayed menu is 25 

hovered over such that content under the displayed menu may be seen through the 

displayed menu.  

4. The method of Claim 3, wherein the portion of the menu that is 

displayed translucently includes sections of the menu that are outside of the section  

that includes the hovered-over menu item.  30 
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5. The method of Claim 3, further comprising providing a live preview of 

the hovered-over menu option such that projected results of the hovered-over menu 

item are displayed before the hovered-over menu option is selected.  

6. The method of Claim 3, wherein the live preview relates to paste 5 

options within a document.  

7.  The method of Claim 1, wherein the region menu is a context menu. 

8. The method of Claim 7, wherein the menus that are each associated 

with a section of the region menu are consistent across applications. 

 9. A computer-readable storage medium having computer-executable 10 

instructions for presenting a region menu, comprising: 

determining when to activate the region menu; wherein the region menu 

includes three regions that are approximately adjacent to each other; wherein each of 

the regions includes an associated menu;  

selecting, based on a current context, a first associated menu as a 15 

default menu when the current context is a first context and selecting a second 

associated menu as the default menu when the current context is a second context, 

wherein the default menu is initially displayed, proximate to the region associated with 

the selected menu in response to activating the region menu and before displaying the 

other associated menus that are not selected; 20 

automatically displaying  the default menu in response to activating the 

region menu; 

determining when a pointer moves from a first region to a second 

region, and in response to the pointer moving to the second region automatically 

displaying a second menu. 25 

10. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 9, wherein a portion 

of the menu displayed for the region is displayed translucently when the pointer is 

hovering over a section within the menu. 
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11. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 10, wherein the 

portion of the menu that is displayed translucently includes menu options that are 

included in other sections of the menu.  

12. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 11, further 

comprising displaying a border around the menu such that the portion of the menu that 5 

is displayed translucently includes the displayed border.   

13. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 10, further 

comprising determining a menu option within the menu being hovered-over and 

providing a live preview of the hovered-over menu option such that projected results 

of the hovered-over menu item are displayed before the hovered-over menu option is 10 

selected. 

14. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 13, further 

comprising changing the live preview when the hovered-over menu option is selected 

or when the pointer moves from the menu option.   

15. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 10, wherein the 15 

region menu is a context menu and wherein displaying the region menu comprises 

locating each of the regions of the region menu around a current location of a pointer.  

16. The computer-readable medium of Claim 15, wherein each of the 

menus that are each associated with a region of the region menu are consistent across 

applications; wherein one of the menus includes cut, copy and paste tools. 20 

17. A system for utilizing a region menu, comprising: 

a processor  and a computer-readable medium; 

an operating environment  stored on the computer-readable medium and 

executing on the processor; and 

a menu manager  operating under the control of the operating 25 

environment and operative to:  

determine when to activate the region menu; wherein the region 

menu is a context menu that includes three regions that are positioned 



 

21 

 

approximately adjacent to each other and are within approximately one 

hundred pixels of a first region; wherein the first region is associated with a 

first menu; a second region is associated with a second menu; and the third 

region is associated with a third menu; 

selecting, based on a current context, the first menu as a default 5 

menu when the current context is a first context and selecting the second menu 

as the default menu when the current context is a second context, wherein the  

default menu is initially displayed, proximate to the region associated with the 

selected menu in response to activating the region menu and before displaying 

the other one of the first and second menus that is not selected;   10 

displaying the region menu upon activation; 

determining a menu to display that is selected from the first menu,  the 

second menu and third menu;  

displaying the menu at a display location such the menu does not 

overlap another menu and another one of the regions when there is insufficient room to 15 

display the menu on the display at a corresponding section for the menu;  

determining when a pointer is over one of the regions and displaying 

the menu that is associated with the region when the pointer is over the region. 

18. The system of Claim 17, wherein a portion of the menu is displayed 

translucently when the pointer is hovering over a section within the displayed menu 20 

such that content is visible underneath the translucent portion of the menu; wherein the 

portion of the menu that is displayed translucently includes menu options that are 

included in other sections of the menu.  

19. The system of Claim 18, further comprising determining a menu option 

within the menu being hovered-over and providing a live preview of the hovered-over 25 

menu option such that projected results of the hovered-over menu item are displayed 

before the hovered-over menu option is selected. 

20. The system of Claim 19, further comprising changing the live preview 

when the hovered-over menu option is selected or when the pointer moves from the 

menu option. 30 




