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DI MMER SYSTEM AND METHOD Abstract An exenpl ary
enbodi nent of the invention, a dimer system and a

di mmi ng nmet hod enployed thereby, is described. The
di nmer system conmuni cates AC power havi ng
alternating AC current half-cycles to a gas di scharge
| anp for energizing the gas18 di scharge | anp. The AC
current hal f-cycles being comruni cated to the gas

di scharge lanp is switchable between a first waveform
and a second waveformof different anplitudes. By
varyi ng the poiDEMMER SY¥STEM AND METHOQIbccur s,
illTumnation intensity of the gas discharge lanp is
varied to thereby effect stepless diming of the gas

Abdtraeharge lanp. Figure 1

An exemplary embodiment of the invention, a dimmer system and a dimming method
employed thereby, is described. The dimmer system communicates AC power having
alternating AC current half-cycles to a gas discharge lamp for energizing the gas
discharge lamp. The AC current half-cycles being communicated to the gas discharge
lamp is switchable between a first waveform and a second waveform of different
amplitudes. By varying the point whereat the switching occurs, illumination intensity of

the gas discharge lamp is varied to thereby effect stepless dimming of the gas discharge

Jamp.

Figure 1
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