
The invention provides a process for the preparation
of a surface-functionalized nanoparticle comprising:
(a) reacting a nanoparticle with a functionalized
silane and a base in a substantially non-aqueous
solvent to obtain a partially conjugated silanated
nanoparticle, wherein the functionalized silane and
the base are present in relative amounts such that
said functionalized silane undergoes substantially
only a single hydrolysis reaction; (b) reacting the
partially conjugated silanated nanoparticle formed in
step (a) with a base in a solvent in which the
partially conjugated silanated nanoparticle is
substantially insoluble and in which the base is
substantially soluble. The invention also provides a
surface-functionalized nanoparticle prepared therefrom
and a bioconjugate comprising said a
surface-functionalized nanoparticle. 


