; LMe3e?<L" n6DT+0WD 02/ 065409 PCT/ DEO2/ 00264 -1 Method for nonitoring
‘prepai d stanps on nail *c00002* Description: The invention relates to a
nmet hod for checking a postage indiciumapplied onto a mail piece. The

inventionygsehassaed on the objective of inproving a method ofpcthfo9608f | C
type in such a way that postage indicig applied onto nailpieces can be

checked quickly and reliably. In particular, a nethod is to be provided
that allows a | arge nunber of postage indicia applied onto nail pieces to be
checked. According to the invention, this objective is achieve

i hat t he
postage indiciumis checked to see whether it contains a pr esciﬂwgmmwmmwmu
security feature and thEa in case theﬂ%cl)(?ta e indicjum doe

sai d security feature, M O%B%ft'aa’é“?'ﬂager samps opM o see whet heisoat

| east one sel ected reading area of the nail pi ece contains a gra

representation of a postage indicium It is advantageous to car@@hﬁwﬂmmmﬁww
nmet hod in such a way that mail pi eces containing a prescribed gr u
representg%jon in the selected reading area are nmarked as bei ng gentfodge:
Anot her adfAfiRIY&ous enbodi ment of the invention is characterized by the
fact that, if the mail piece displays a prescribed graphic representation of
a postage stanp but does not contain the security feature, it is rejected.

I n order tldeiineméias eclptgs taamethadyfop theckingehpestaesdndcwseannlied onto 3 mail-
advantage%ﬁ% that the postage indiciumis irradiated with l[ight in order to
check wheth&f it contains a pre scribed security feature. WO 02/ 065409
PCTI DEO2/ 00264 -2 In order to further enhance the security of the
recogniti on of genuine postage indicia, it is advantageous to determ ne
whet her t Hdejipyeqdioatis asedi amtheiopinctiva of bnpieying apwsthodofithe gengricsiyppdte.

Moreover, dth hSvAAMApARER RdlPa SENIRGTBAE PGS A Be ChUNeE LRSS ahd

superfl uores-
reliably. In particular, a method is to be provided that allows a large number of postage

indicia applied onto mailpieces to be checked.

According to the invention, this objective is achieved in that the postage indicium is
checked to see whether it contains a prescribed security feature and in that, in case the
postage indicium does not contain said security feature, the postage indicium is checked
to see whether at least one selected reading area of the mailpiece contains a graphic

representation of a postage indicium.

It is advantageous to carry out the method in such a way that mailpieces containing a
prescribed graphic representation in the selected reading area are marked as being

genuine.

Another advantageous embodiment of the invention is characterized by the fact that, if
the mailpiece displays a prescribed graphic representation of a postage stamp but does

not contain the security feature, it is rejected.

In order to increase the security of the checking procedure, it is advantageous that the
postage indicium is irradiated with light in order to check whether it contains a pre-

scribed security feature.



cence. Further advantages, special features and practical inprovenents of
'the invention ensue fromthe subordinate clains and fromthe presentation
bel ow of preferred enbodi nents of the invention with reference to the

draw ng. ofbd3fdoNg shows: Figure 1 a schematic represent abpi-@hiodpe Path
traversed by a mail piece bearing a pos_t%ge indiciumthat is to be checked.
The schenmatic representation of the path in Figure 2 shows that the device
for checking a postage indiciumapplied onto a nail pi ece conprises a
conventional fluorescence sen- sor, a superfluorescence sensor and a synbol
recognition unit ACR A first nmeans for checking the presence of a postage

i ndi cium .especial.ly a sta is referred to as S wher eby the,. . .

Lbbr evi at 1B AR ML STABCE Haseeiriy (iR aLen Soam Esiage piiesi s o

St anp Recq@idvah@BediRith dbRahing RarltRr iHRarrRHiBEANGRh HohfhaaRoushe AR fludat
ascertains the position of the stanp. The checki ng devi ce designated as SRU

is, for exesgpha®, a fluorescence sensor. Preferably, a light source is
arranged in such a way that it systematically irradiates the surface of the
mai | piece or a selected area of the surface of the mail piece in such a way

that ar eagvigRpldrett i@%@aﬁtﬁ%‘_edﬁ@itb ReReBiRNhathevihdefliotkdcnet 1sl upégRetddg agent
are excited to fluoresce. This fluorescence is detected by the fluorescence

sensor. A2/ 065409 PCT/ DEO2/ 00264 -3 The fl uorescence sensor is
preferably coupled to a first neans that enables the device to change the
path of a letter. The further checking procedure and/or the further path of

the | ett erFugther ddvarfpes dpasal dedtumes ih® pracficdl impresmehts@if thdhrvention ¢t on
with the SRU neans that serves to check the presence_of a postage indicium

Thus, for o ths sbordinate,¢laimessandfrempbg, preprntationdicloy: ehpreferesd gpebodanents e
fromthe 'o‘?ttﬁeeihvélﬁfoﬁwi’t\fp{e?é?é(r?cre’t?__itﬁe irSwidvant ageous to check the presence of

one or nore security features. Fundanentally, the presence of a fluorescent
dye can already be checked as a security feature.

The drawing shows:

Figure 1  a schematic representation of the path traversed by a mailpiece bearing a

postage indicium that is to be checked.

The schematic representation of the path in Figure 2 shows that the device for checking
a postage indicium applied onto a mailpiece comprises a conventional fluorescence sen-

sor, a superfluorescence sensor and a symbol recognition unit ACR.

A first means for checking the presence of a postage indicium, especially a stamp, is
referred to as SRU, whereby the abbreviation SRU indicates that, in the simplest case,
this device is a Stamp Recognition Unit that checks the presence of a stamp and/or that

ascertains the position of the stamp.

The checking device designated as SRU is, for example, a fluorescence sensor. Prefera-
bly, a light source is arranged in such a way that it systematically irradiates the surface
of the mailpiece or a selected area of the surface of the mailpiece in such a way that
areas applied onto the mailpiece and provided with a fluorescing agent are excited to

fluoresce. This fluorescence is detected by the fluorescence sensor.



In order to achieve greater protection against forgery, it is advantageous
'to use the presence of a fluorescent dye only as a neans to determne the
position of a postage indiciumand, instead, to check the presence of other
security gﬁ§:#%§®9mhen the genuineness is to be checked. In @Thﬁ%%@ﬁ&path

i nt ended for e conveyance of regular3letters domnstrean1 rom-t

checki ng device designated as SRU, there is a neans for checking the
presence of a security feature. In the particularly advantageous case bei ng
presented here, a superfluorescence sensor serves as the means for checking
the presence of the security feature The superfluorescence sensor shown
utilizes a p sical effect, tha g d nof een used so far for .checking

i ndi ci a i rihetyeresegics senspr isinge FW@ eﬁ‘éﬂé gstgneang dha supblesthe dayies & WD
02/ 065409 R, Thi s effect is an anti-Stokes effect. The
antl-Stokes£%$EE% t@%ﬁg#ngs irradiating the postage indicia to be checked
with | owenergy el ectromagnetic radlatlon having a high intensity, exciting

a quores nce of higher-ener ctro netic radiation dth
subsequent %SJP@]&?rlcé‘ﬁ Re Pﬁé’eﬂ% Oér'ileer g{i}g‘@f B%tﬁrqfag? %&e%z}%ﬁe Vafrﬁci%s % fect
differs f fmlbﬁefkwmuﬁé@mmfahﬁﬁhtwm UK E SREIMS $hatisBSRs td%ﬁéakttme known
exam nation nethods, an irradiation of the sanple is carried out with

hi gherenetpggsemcatdlfatposfagé ndiciemanpl e, UV light) while the subsequent

em ssion involves | owenergy radiation (for exanple, visible light). In the
especially preferred enmbodi nent shown, the synbol recognition unit ACR
control s Fhiuyriol BeantiRY, BSilpiEtes figdt Al &/no tflaerebasnbe Beh BeMjEtedR6mith® steR
surface, preferably the surface area containing the first security feature,
in an are@aﬂh which it can be checked for the presence of the security
feature. Although a second security feature can conprise a w de array of
features, such as, for exanple, watermarks, the use of a superfluorescence

sensor is M&ﬂé@%r{ﬂt'ly adovasicage elheckrthé pfeabﬂlqe, oftdie @uperef devarigseamess. sensor
is configured in such a way that it can apal yze a spectral CFI stribution of

the el ect fondgnentaldy, rthepwr@ﬁ of 2 fupsescaredyge@n afrﬁeerfaeaefeyke Apa security
superfl uoree é1q&%nce sensor al so determ nes especially the radiation intensity
within a selected spectral range. In this manner, the superfluorescence
sensor can be adapted to the em ssion behaV| or of t he superfl uorescent dye

used for theﬁi}aoductlon of the postage indicia,, Such an adaptation is
especi al | ¥ greaterratecion against freery Uisvantagenys 10 PrrthePreset of

the superfl,uor, ‘P%CﬁP&f[%ﬁéee%lt q?e%n%f LY MBRkE tCﬁ g@t?rrﬁfﬂ@vtﬁ@tﬂogﬁi%ln &t Mosmsence.

In the direction o ter ‘path provi regul ar il preces, there
i s a synbdhdicmm aghiinstead, tmechiech@rR pieserst of athel rscnurtméeaeurpewﬂlbmdleeMF\ce

sensor. MO 02/ ?6%409 CJ/ DEO2/ 00264 -5
ineness 1s to be checked.

In a letter path intended for the conveyance of regular letters, downstream from the
checking device designated as SRU, there is a means for checking the presence of a

security feature.

In the particularly advantageous case being presented here, a superfluorescence sensor

serves as the means for checking the presence of the security feature.

The superfluorescence sensor shown utilizes a physical effect that had not yet been used

so far for checking indicia in order to ascertain the genuineness of the postage indicia.



Optional ly, between the fluorescence sensor SFL-S and the synbol
recognition unit ACR, there are additional devices for checking and/or
conveying mail pi eces. The case shown is a turning segnent for letters.
However, igqiss (I)Si‘“ygevm se possible to omt the turning segrrentPqulD@Engpal |y
to replace 1t gy ot her conveyi ng, sortjﬁg or positioning neans. e

i ndi vidual neans here are adapted to the mail pi eces to be checked,
especially taking into consideration the security stages to be attained and
the type of muil pieces. Taking the type of nmil pieces into consideration is
especi al | yTHisl¢ffaétaigemumtbBrokes effectnhbadtisSiokes ¢ffecs tbinpbkes fradiatingatke ng t he
postage indicia,of all kinds of |etters as well as freight shipnments. The
ot her mearf9s@geiRdicia o be gﬂeied Pal lawesnery slestrmagaetinipdigiongywga high

funct | ons indeflin AEhE o 115:eRRAROLE HAIRAGNGRD SRR ERALAGR R RAEARe

Preferably, t recognitiron u as at ast one sensor. In a
parti cul arsupseaderanicgtaust thorhiptherremtrgy tlbetris embiation. s connected to a data
processing unit, for exanple, via a data line. Gaphic information
transmtted fromthe sensor is forwarded via the data |line. The synbol

recogni ti ofhiyRifect \Giters MRS IR R¥wWh %Qﬁﬁirﬁ%ﬁ‘%ﬁin@ gﬂﬁx@s&nWEntcg,a{Vithtth% ecog

ni zes graphic synbols and associates themw th graphic characters. This is
why it is knefvarexathinaticasmethods)\eanicradiaGoh of tiRe sangple 2¢ carried eous withohigher-

recognition unit .ACR i.s connect t r ocessi unit, and the data
processi nd" it ragllaflf}%fsc’é ﬁﬁ?%ﬁesﬁgp@éltgw_gﬁﬁ g‘??ﬁ%ﬁ’ﬁ%"dﬁ“ﬂ%“ﬁﬁ‘&? dr YRsdow-

i nfor mat i Qhemiytridibiiéh @bO&@hplERIpsieNnRY ons of postage indicia. The synbol
recognition unit can be connected to a conputer. It is possible to equip

t he synbol recognition unit with its own conputer. Particularly in |arge

checki ng ers. . . 065409 RCT/ DEO2/ 00264 -6 .f or stage \pdicia, for
xarpl o i Epbeciali eraetre sRbadment AL AR Rl oBo e AER pibol
recogni t i arolyRithrdingdevteeC PRIREEHIG dthe Quidirnpeddvicd pdsRIBRAY aurfadd) réferably the
"conmputer" is not to be construed in any limting manner. It can be any

uni t t hat Susfagaprapcantamingsthe dirah sSeUGEY pAiEe: i arep dn vaiainisican be chrakrd

station, afopﬁl%%?él cCHRYUIL e Qalper oconputer or a circuit that is suitable
for performng cal culations a For conpari sons. The use of a central

conputer for several synbol recognition units is especially advan tageous

since this allo t he jnput, of new postage indjicia, for.exanple, new
post age st’%ﬁﬁ%’,g iarseEPnd SSCHE IvelepiusR easaRPie dpWidsrariay of fgaturesy such gs, for

example, watermarks, the use of a superfluorescence sensor is especially advantageous.

Preferably, the superfluorescence sensor is configured in such a way that it can analyze

a spectral distribution of the electromagnetic radiation it has received.

Preferably, the superfluorescence sensor also determines especially the radiation inten-
sity within a selected spectral range. In this manner, the superfluorescence sensor can be
adapted to the emission behavior of the superfluorescent dye used for the production of

the postage indicia.

Such an adaptation is especially advantageous, since, for energy-related reasons, the

effect of the superfluorescence is generally weaker than conventional fluorescence.

In the direction of the letter path provided for regular mailpieces, there is a symbol rec-

ognition unit ACR downstream from the superfluorescence sensor.



However, by the sane token, the synbol recognition units of several nai
‘centers can be networked with a central conputer that works for severa

mail centers. In this nmanner, a checking center can assunme the checking
tasks for ys§¥Hiealpomai | or freight centers. For exanple, a p?%?&h:ﬁﬁbMice
provider can operate a central conputers for several, preferably Por a

mai | and/or freight centers. The conput'er contains a database with a

| earni ng system for purposes of |earning synbols. These synbols are
preferably graphic representations of postage stanps or other postage
indicia. Preferably, a freely selectable subset is generated as the current
dat abase froma full set of_data contained in the datahase. Wen the

dat abase {APHFERHY, Betwpen eV HRreRseR T Senser Shlo st rf@nsygﬁ%ﬂitre%%aﬂwswabe

i ndi ci & angARr hBleQft€ 88ditifRdl 'deGicb O chOckify SAAGSEnVERH ihilpi@ed. NHe\dagial
devices. Such process instructions are preferably automated processing
schenes oshpwogramrmiog ségnesnt {drdetteps.ef erably control one or nore functions
of the device for purposes of checking the postage indicia. WO 02/ 065409
PCT/ DEO2/ 00264 _ 7 _ The synbol recognition unit preferably conprises one
or nore SesRer, iNRMIKRWANYHsSbRAbVmit HeQlARhd S¥pmea® BEEptRddally & edlace it

di stributions of color information, and conpare themto prescribed synbols.
Pref er abl Yy other sgmizying; sotting oi pasitinhingsweanss The indtvadual 2neqns e iaped

post age indici speci al | St t anps. hou it is possible to
connect aaa%‘gfo ﬁ‘«?éﬂﬂ l?qe%ﬁggﬁfﬁgf%g’ esng?ﬂlyé{ak%slgi%nﬁonﬁﬁefagopt%? EClven
nor e advanfrpgpestolie #RAMEGNd SRVEbalof maipRted. TaR@BIthd Bipe Wi na3IpCEs info one or
nore central data processing units. The central data processing unit

pr ef er abl yopuggiptierels eaperialbibadyantageays aince pnmatior shewn as siitebleyfor skackt ni ng
| nfor mat| %gg{h gjgﬁrggé’g@g% SEIPMABO Fledfs hORL hORe LI O Tat e can be

further i oV ng precedi ng execu e checki ng
procedure. It is especially advantageous to use the device presented to
carry out a checking proce dure as follows: M| pieces MP are fjrst_carried

al ong a pridsathesderang shayn gat alsq be tapirone B eang h4ing epdrieHduRdionprigtence
of a spec|e§(518ggo§lteg%okﬁbgj@t&&ag?%?&lgﬁlgk¥aﬁeﬁ?§tage stanp. If the checking

with the neans dtesigna kKing the presence of a postage

i ndi cium especially a postage stanp, reveals that a postage indicium
especially a tage st , Is. present for which the presence of th
Security faaietiol: e EYmBR rEsqRR QU heK éascﬁéeaat 98¢ SPSCEJ0APATCHIETY ed

out to segq iRl els SAbOIRRAH thd 3enb&Gak UbfnedcRdds iitd proBESHi8Nnit, fd? ekBARCKI Ng
the actual presence of a security feature, it is especially advantageous to
use a supeld,ivieoa date ine dGrephis anforngFlonSransmineddrind ¢8400soPGTobrazdedoashe g

data line.

The symbol recognition unit ACR is preferably configured in such a way that it recog-
nizes graphic symbols and associates them with graphic characters. This is why it is

referred to as an Advanced Color Recognizer.

The symbol recognition unit ACR is connected to a data processing unit, and the data
processing unit allows and/or supports a comparison of the graphic information with the

stored representations of postage indicia.

The symbol recognition unit can be connected to a computer. It is possible to equip the

symbol recognition unit with its own computer. Particularly in large checking centers



In the vicinity of the SFL-S neans used to check the presence of a security
‘feature, it is checked whether superfluorescence is present. In order to
check the presence of super fluorescence, it is checked here, too, whether
hi gher - engy@¥ahiddfodt i On is emtted. For exanple, after a preegdiddgoozss
irradiation wth infrared light, it is ghecked whether visible light is
emtted. As an alternative, for exanple, after irradiation with visible
light, it is checked whether light in the UV range is enitted.

Advant ageously, here a spectral distribution of the light emtted fromthe
area of t Her pastdgpiindieiaj for exanplagid maaibiéamters,thome ver) ddk advantagedusrot saveral i ght
contai ns spectral conponents havin redefined wavel ength and intensity.
Si nce subssggli?eg'éefo%ls‘%&b‘i“}ﬂSIVbaﬁ%%"eg]eaﬁg€8ﬁ?}%8ﬁm8“tﬁf' rare earth atoms, that
have one or nore discrete fluorescence lines are used for the production of
forgery-proof superfluorescent dye, it is possible in this manner to

r ecogni ze Theaeinef‘campaeni in aot toper ¢dngtyneds imeanty lipdingsnpmesdhcan Bheny unit
above- nentj gned ns .f or. checkin curi features can be replaced, by
means. ¢ nat B PRI RE POHREM e o b pplty SonPRGHGot, LRESH " he
device, i teolfpuddy ahREKRLPUHULR ¢t £1r6uiP U5l i iPishitable Fot PerfSinBGE cARuldoases on
which one or nore of the security features are not found and/or that do not
cont ai n a apd®sepmpasogs.aphi ¢ symbol as a postage indicium The result of

the checking for the presence of superfluorescence can have different con
sequences in different enbodi ments of the invention for the execution of

t he furt herhealie @k angntedloabute fangdveral sitbslet@ghiton iits ROsspacgially advapia as
genuine. In order to achieve the greatest possible securi té’ for exanpl e,
' B

t he met hodagesys isince shis jagws dlee inpuk ot Rew pRelpee indicianfoy expBBle, peYeg@LE ndi ci a
are recog -515‘]?1 AL yarescent dye as well as a
stanp- | i kerél[grabﬂlls%&fsgjfgrlé;g@%%%hggﬁe\bgfp??%&ggé‘bg%é i ndi ciumto be exam ned.
WO 02/ 065409 PCT/ DEO2/ 00264 -9 On the other hand, postage indicia that do
not have superfl yorescence sucﬂ as, for exanpl e, st al . mar Ki ngs or . sender

I
cancel | at iBNECERPYHRY s ke dhggymbel syreenitiah yuityabsveral mpll cAISS @R BRce of
an appy OPeAl ke ARl oo ARRImufer ARRTHSEES fof REvIR A ARIE Th BRE nbh Ve

great flexi ty inits execution and in its adaptation to various
security stacidag dentenchnoasstthe thegéheoking dasks for several mail or freight centers. For
example, a postal service provider can operate a central computer for several, preferably

for all mail and/or freight centers.

The computer contains a database with a learning system for purposes of learning sym-
bols. These symbols are preferably graphic representations of postage stamps or other
postage indicia. Preferably, a freely selectable subset is generated as the current data-

base from a full set of data contained in the database.

When the database is used, it is advantageous for information about the postage indicia
and/or process instructions to be transmitted to the individual devices. Such process
instructions are preferably automated processing schemes or program routines that pref-
erably control one or more functions of the device for purposes of checking the postage

indicia.



WO 02/ 065409 PCT/ DEO2/ 00264 - 10 Patent Clainms: 1. A nmethod for checking a
‘postage indiciumapplied onto a mail pi ece, character ized in that the
postage indiciumis checked to see whether it contains a prescribed

security R@@Big’ds@m@”d in that, in case the postage indicium gegpriféngontain
the security feature, the postage indigiumis checked to see whether at

| east one sel ected reading area of the nail piece contains a graphic
representation of a postage indicium 2. The nmethod according to Caim1l,
characterized in that mail pi eces that contain a recogni zed graphic

r epr esent dthieeymbol tdvegsitioaatnidpre ferabily gompeiacsaore ommiosd sasofsahatge\gbrmte ne. 3.

The nmethod according to Ua m1l, characterized i.n.that, if.the mail piece
dis plays cal%f)F"Efrg’a?"ft’é’é‘d“@fe%\‘%%c?]e%F%'i’&“?r&tqféﬂE’SFr?errB‘E}g}"a@%d SrapAse gﬁgl does
not cont ai N th&iRaGYmbbY, feature, the mailpiece is recognized as having

been forged. 4. The nethod according to one or nore of the preceding
clains, characterized in that the postage indiciumis irradiated with |ight

in order to check whether it contains a prescribed secufi eat.ur.e. 5. The
ot hod ac SGHERRG: (i Bl ritoekbn T B FiroRREZ: Presch bk el bifia e

t he i rradiegddcpillyWoktagd stebs.has caused a superfl uorescence. WO 02/ 065409
PCT/ DEO2/ 00264 -11 6. The nmethod according to aimb5, characterized in

that it is checked whether the fluorescence is superfluorescence. 7. The

met hod accgrdi ng.t.o ong . or nore of the. pr in | ai I i zed in
that i1 GHoRER S eO8Ruelo (P ot R-BEREbR BT sEh e fARRANR ShEE, ¢
rejected. is &énRordEadvéntageotis Yo forwécseveAY symbol recognition units ACR to one or

more central data processing units. The central data processing unit preferably com-
prises a database with an expandable data memory containing information for recog-
nizing symbols so that the recognition rate can be further improved by evaluating pre-

ceding executions of the checking procedure.

It is especially advantageous to use the device presented to carry out a checking proce-

dure as follows:

Mailpieces MP are first carried along a prescribed letter path to the means SRU for

checking the presence of a specific postage indicium, especially a postage stamp.

If the checking with the means designated as SRU for checking the presence of a post-
age indicium, especially a postage stamp, reveals that a postage indicium, especially a
postage stamp, is present for which the presence of the security feature is to be
expected, then a checking procedure is carried out to see whether said security feature is

actually present.

In checking the actual presence of a security feature, it is especially advantageous to use

a superfluorescence sensor, SFL-S.
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9! 10%<&" ()is bPhewked @haiRClighkin the UV range is emitted. Advantageously, here a spectral
distribution of the light emitted from the area of the mailpiece is examined and/or it is
checked whether this light contains spectral components having a predefined wave-

length and intensity.

Since substances, especially dyes with components of rare earth atoms, that have one or
more discrete fluorescence lines are used for the production of forgery-proof super-
fluorescent dye, it is possible in this manner to recognize whether a genuine super-

fluorescent dye is present.

The above-mentioned means for checking security features can be replaced by means

that fulfill the same function.

Moreover, at suitable places in the device, it is advantageous to create possibilities to
reject mailpieces on which one or more of the security features are not found and/or that

do not contain a prescribed graphic symbol as a postage indicium.

The result of the checking for the presence of superfluorescence can have different con-
sequences in different embodiments of the invention for the execution of the further

checking procedure and/or the detection of postage indicia as genuine.

In order to achieve the greatest possible security, for example, the method can be carried
out in such a way that only those postage indicia are recognized as genuine that have a
superfluorescent dye as well as a stamp-like graphic representation of the postage

indicium to be examined.
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The method described allows a great flexibility in its execution and in its adaptation to

various security standards and/or throughput rates.
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Patent Claims:

1. A method for checking a postage indicium applied onto a mailpiece, character-
ized in that the postage indicium is checked to see whether it contains a pre-
scribed security feature and in that, in case the postage indicium does not contain
the security feature, the postage indicium is checked to see whether at least one
selected reading area of the mailpiece contains a graphic representation of a post-

age indicium.

2. The method according to Claim 1, characterized in that mailpieces that contain a
recognized graphic representation in the selected reading area are marked as being

genuine.

3.  The method according to Claim 1, characterized in that, if the mailpiece dis-
plays a prescribed graphic representation of a postage stamp and does not contain

the security feature, the mailpiece is recognized as having been forged.

4,  The method according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in
that the postage indicium is irradiated with light in order to check whether it

contains a prescribed security feature.

5.  The method according to Claim 4, characterized in that it is checked whether the

irradiation with light has caused a superfluorescence.
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7.  The method according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in

that, if one or more security features are not present, the mailpiece is rejected.



