Met hods and apparatus to nonitor audio/visual content from various sources

are di sclosed. An exanple nethod to nonitor nedia content provided by a

sel ected one of a plurality of media content sources for presentation by an
I nf or mat i 0» INTRROBAIONAG AGBMCABOY PEBLISBISZHUNRRETHE FATHYN ¢ G@EFERASIONTRENTN@CT) 1 St

I nformati on based on a video signal Q espondlng to the nonitored nedia

cor r oo LB LI E\‘%“ BERR0 LA Lo vHIIIlIIIIIIIIIklmlﬂIII|||IIHIIlllﬂllﬂllllIIIHEIIIHHIEIIIIIIHHHIIHiIHIII||I|ne

of the pl urallty ‘0 |a content s&&) based on a first classification

deci si on r egiinkd-RGokai PiBIRARN Dhtet hE f|| nf o_rmtlh@ﬂlag?)ﬂl Itdb‘ﬂ)caﬁ&ﬁ:)gdbert "
deci si ONAI@S 7920560 tA2 ot her
FyHRg—the-

i nf or mat | om3mgr@r§emd3oim) ficat il
of the

noni t or @4 Inteclati@nat Batdne@lassifbkatoed oNotjctiesifted f |(813Desamtqdr$im ks ofrnes yocuat ferckvant t h
at least one of the video signal or the audtity ®idgrralprotection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,

(21) International Application Number: AT, AU, AZ,BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN,
PCT/US2005/028106 CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI,
GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE,
(22) International Filing Date: 9 August 2005 (09.08.2005) KG, KM, KP, KR, KZ, L.C, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA,
MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ,
(25) Filing Language: English OM, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL,
SM, SY, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC,
(26) Publication Language: English VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW.
(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
(30) Priority Data: kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
60/600,007 9 August 2004 (09.08.2004) US GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM,
ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI,
NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH, INC [US/US]; FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV, MC, NL, PL, PT,
770 Broadway, New York, New York 10003 (US). RO, SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPI (BF, BI, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA,
GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).
(72) Inventor; and Published:
(75) Inventor/Applicant (for US only): RAMASWAMY, — ">'S eh P ol . b Mlished
Arun [US/US]; 10710 Tavistock Drive, Tampa, Florida without zn.ternatzona search report and to be republishe
33626 (US). upon receipt of that report

Fortwo-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
(74) Agent: FLIGHT, James, A.; 20 North Wacker, Suite ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin-
4220, Chicago, Illinois 60606 (US). ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gagzette.

(54) Title: METHODS AND APPARATUS TO MONITOR AUDIO/VISUAL CONTENT FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

102~
104 100~
GAME
v 114

106

ey | 116
108 AUDIONIDEO — 118

AN
DvD SWITCH
122
110 120 \
128
VCR | MULTI-ENGINE METERJ/‘ Z 2 SS

N
»

1 lﬁ 124 lf 126
PVR/
DVR Remote

SOURCE CONTENT Control |/~ 130
IDENTIFICATION  INFORMATION Device

(57) Abstract: Methods and apparatus to monitor audio/visual content from various sources are disclosed. An example method
to monitor media content provided by a selected one of a plurality of media content sources for presentation by an information
presenting device disclosed herein comprises determining first information based on a video signal corresponding to the monitored
@ media content, determining second information based on an audio signal corresponding to the monitored media content, identifying
& the selected one of the plurality of media content sources based on a first classification decision resulting from one of the first
@ information and the second information and a second classification decision resulting from the other of the first information and the
O second information, and identifying the monitored media content based on identification information associated with at least one of
the video signal or the audio signal.
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