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(54) Title: A CUP WITH INTEGRAL CLOSURE FLAPS

(57) Abstract: A frusto-conical cup (1, 20, 30, 40, 50) made from a
flexible resilient material, having a circular rim (5) defining the top
opening (6) of the cup. A pair of arcuate crease lines (7, 8) is formed
at the opposing sides of the wall (2) of the cup below the rim defin-
ing a pair of flaps (70, 80) for closing the top opening of the cup by
folding the flaps along the crease lines. Due to the resilience of the
cup material, each flap can toggle between two stable positions on
application of an initial external force on the flap, namely an open
upright position in which the flap is convex and forms part of the
wall of the cup, and a closed slanted position in which the flap
changes its shape to concave. In the closed mode, the rim of one flap
impinges against the inner face of the second flap and forms a spill-
tight seal between the flaps. The seal is maintained due to static op-
posing forces acting between the flaps.
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FIGURE 5



