
1,016,047                                     3 tion 15 is left extending
through the isthmus  claim 1, wherein the sinuous body has short, 17.
Thereafter the instrument 18 is withdrawn  long and non-parallel sides,
said short side  45 and the portion of the tail 15 extending out-  having a
length falling in the range of from wardly of the isthmus 17 may be cut
off.  about 15 to about 18 millimeters, said long 5  Such cut-off portion
is shown at 15a in  side having a length falling in the range of Fig. 2.
from about 25 to about 30 millimeters and Instead of utilizing an inserting
instrument  said non-parallel sides having a length falling  50 for the
intrauterine device in which the  in the range of from about 23 to about 25
plunger has a groove such as the groove 22,  millimeters. 10  the plunger
may have enough clearance be-    3. An intra-uterine device according to
tween its periphery and the internal surface  claim 2, wherein a flexible
tail is connected of the guide sleeve or tube as will accommo-  to the end
of the sinuous body at the short 55 date the tail portion 15 of the device
and still  side. be freely slidable within the sleeve or tube.  4. An
intra-uterine device according to 15    Clinical studies have shown that
the intra-  claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the flexible body is uterine device
remains in the operative posi-  moulded in its sinuous form  so that when
tion shown in Fig. 2 and does not rotatively  straightened out, it has "
memory " or a resist-  60 move within the uterine cavity so as to draw
ance to cold flow which causes it to return to thereinto the tail 15. The
device may be left  its sinuous configuration. 20  within the uterus for
months or years and    5. An intra-uterine device according to any will
remain in its operative position during  one of claims 1 to 4, wherein
about 20% by such time. In case it is desired to remove the  volume of
barium sulphate is mixed with the  65 device, this is readily accomplished
by grasp-  synthetic plastics material to render the re- ing the free end
of the tail 15 with a suitable  silient device moulded therefrom  visible
to 



25  instrument such as forceps (not shown) and  X-ray examination.
thereafter gradually pulling the device out-    6. An intra-uterine device
according to any wardly of the uterus through the isthmus 17.  one of
claims 1 to 5, also comprising a flex-  70 In being so removed, the body
portion 10  ible sleeve or tube with a freely slidable plun- straightens
out substantially to pass through  ger for inserting the flexible body in
the 30  the isthmus 17 without discomfort.          uterus. WHAT WE CLAIM
IS: -                         7. An intra-uterine device according to 1. An
intra-uterine device, comprising an  claim 6, wherein the plunger has a
longitu-  75 elongated body arranged in sinuous form in  dinal. groove to
accommodate the flexible tail substantially one plane within the imaginary
attached to the flexible body. 35  boundaries of an isosceles trapezoid
including    8. An intra-uterine device according to a pair of opposite
non-parallel boundary sides,  claim  7, wherein the flexible tube, and the
such sinuous body having a pair of nodes on  plunger are made from
tetrafluoroethylene.   80 each of two opposite sides thereof, one of    9.
An intra-uterine device constructed and said non-parallel boundary sides
being tan-   arranged substantially as herein described with 40  gent to
one node pair and the other of said  reference to the accompanying drawing.
non-parallel boundary sides being tangent to  STEVENS, LANGNER, PARRY & the
other node pair.                                     ROLLINSON, 2. An
intra-uterine device according to            Agents for the Applicant.
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