
An optical component comprises a substrate or cell consisting of two
spaced-apart substrates, one or more orientation layers on the substrates
and one or more anisotropic layers of cross-linked liquid crystalline
monomers or oligomers with locally different orientation of the liquid
crystal molecules. The surfaces of the orientation layers adjacent the
liquid crystalline layers have orientation patterns with a defined parallel
or fan-like line structure in locally limited regions. The average spacing
between the lines is not greater than the thickness of the liquid crystal
layer and the angle between neighbouring lines is not greater than 3[err].


