METHCOD- FOR REMOVI NG METAL CLADDI NG FROM Al RFO L SUBSTRATE ABSTRACT A net hod
for renmoving netal cladding (42, 46, 50) adhered to an airfoil (10), such
as a turbilﬁ%\bﬂﬁd% ( 10), wherein the airfoil ( 10) conprises a substrate
(38) and wherein at least a portion of the cladding (42, 46, 50) is adhered
to at | east one surface (54, 58) of the substrate (38) of the airfoil (10).
In this nmethod the cladding (42, 46, 50) is treated wwth a chem cal etchant

of the metMETHA) FORER EMIOWING MELAL 4€9,ADDING FROMAA IRFOIRSUBPERATH of tine

sufficient to renove at |east the portion of the cladding (62, 66) adhered
to the at | east one surface (54, 58) of the substrate (38). The substrate
(38) is meBSBRAGThmterial that is chemically resistant to the etchant.
FIG 1

A method for removing metal cladding (42, 46, 50) adhered to an airfoil (10), such as
a turbine blade (10), wherein the airfoil (10) comprises a substrate (38) and wherein at
least a portion of the cladding (42, 46, 50) is adhered to at least one surface (54, 58) of
the substrate (38) of the airfoil (10). In this method the cladding (42, 46, 50) is treated
with a chemical etchant of the metal that the cladding (42, 46, 50) is made of for a
period of time sufficient to remove at least the portion of the cladding (62, 66)
adhered to the at least one surface (54, 58) of the substrate (38). The substrate (38) is

made of a material that is chemically resistant to the etchant.
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