
The  invention  concerns a   method  of   preparing norbenzonorphane
in the   central  - intermediate stage  in  the  preparation of
pharmaceutically   useful benzomorphane  derivatives of   general formula
(1), in particular [err].hydroxy- 2-(2-methoxypropyl)-5,9.9-
trimethyl-6,7-benzomorphane or
[(-)-(2R,6S,2'R)-3-(2-methoxypropyl)-6,11,11-trimethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydr
o-2,6-methanobenzo[err]oxacin-9-ol] (BIII 277).    


