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ABSTRACT An image encodi ng appar at us

des a first selector selecting a

ction-order to sub-blocks. obtained by further

i ng pixel-blocks obtained by dividing a frane of
put -i mage-signal from predeterm ned

ction-orders, a second selector selecting, from
ction-nodes regul ating a mapger of referring to
coded- pi xel when a first-prediction- signal of
sub-bl ock is generated with reference to the
ed- pi xel , the nunber pols pr edirchi gnTnodes used in
ction of the first-prediction-signal, a third

tor sehedibng phedddchgonppadesutshénalinbes of first

is the sel ected nunber from prediction-nodes to

shéepredi eeilontandes Phegietientondef thesfprigiocks
ction-signal, a generator generating the first-
ebroahrsfighdl frathRe déréeind piedlchionkdraerabyed by
t he select?d Erediction-nndes t he nunbe[ gf
diViding defEetf8d°huiber "PBtghhRpaTaI g e trom

d-predLeti on SEQQaLt§8££8§§8991n9 L9408 selector
bfock, “&ha"an encoder  “éncodi ng’ a

prediQ&h@EtEﬁ id??hmebEQBi§E98§ngéQ§e§§&@9at§ng a manner of

di fference befween an | mage-signal of the pixel -bl ock

and t
dat a

herseeond- predhcthepdstigpakel owgenes at er encPdediction-
obt ai ned by the prediction-encodi ng.

signal of each-sub-block is generated with reference to
the encoded-pixel, the number of prediction-modes used
in prediction of the first-prediction-signal, a third
sélector selecting prediction-modes the number of which
is the selected number from prediction-modes to use
the prediction-modes in prediction of the first-
prediction—signal,.a generator generating the first-
prediction-signal in thé selected prediction order by
using the selected prediction-modes the number of which
is the selected number to generate a second-prediction-
signal corresponding to the pixelblock, and an encoder
encoding a prediction-residual-error-signal expressing
a difference between an image-signal of the pikel—block

and the second-prediction-signal to generate encoded

data obtained by the prediction-encoding.
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