Two keys which are updated i-n t he sane updating cycle at di fferent
tinmes are prepared as signature keys (main key and auxiliary 5 Kkey) for

el ectronic signature, and the updating cycle of each key is di vi ded
into, for exanple, three periods. The first and | ast periods after the
updating are used for the auxiliary key while the internedi ate peri od
Is used for the main key, and an el ectra@-c signature is carried out
with the main key. The electronic signature is confirned with 10 either of
two confirmation keys which are updated synchronously with updati ng
the two keys used as the signature keys. This elimnates the need of
st oppi ng i ssuance of the electronic siéﬂﬁﬂ&?@tor llimting a service

of fer upon updating the signature keys.

Two keys which are updated in the same updating cycle at
different times are prepared as signatufe keys (main key and auxiliary
5. key) for -e}ectronic signature, and the updating cycle of each key is |

divided into, for example, three periods. The ﬁrst and_ last periods
after the updating are used for the auxiliary key while the intermediate
period is used for the main key, and an electronic signature is carried
out with the main key. The electronic signature is confirmed with

10 either of two confirmation keys which are updated synchronously with
updating the two keys used as the signature keys. This eliminates the
need of stopping issuance of the electronic signature or limiting a

service offer upon updating the signature keys.



