METHOD OF PROCESSI NG WORKPI ECE

ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE

A nmethod of processing a workpiece includes a
holding step, a height position detecting step, a
nodified layer formng step, and a dividing step. The
hei ght position detecting step is a step of, after the
hol ding step, applying a neasuring |aser beam emtted
from a height position detecting unit to the workpiece
while noving a chuck table that holds the workpiece
thereon and the height position detecting unit relatively
to each other to detect a height position of the
wor kpi ece using a reflected beam from a reverse side of
the workpiece. In the height position detecting step, the
neasuring |aser beam is applied clear of areas of the
wor kpi ece  where columar conductive electrodes are

enbedded in streets.
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