
[err]    The wireless system includes one or more pay-          [err]
phones (12) from which users may initiate payphone calls. A mobile
switching center (16) connects telephone calls initiated from wireless
payphones to external telephone systems (18) such as the publlic switch
telephone net- work (PSTN). To meter charges incurred during the tele-
phone call within an external system, the external system transmits
periodic metering pulses (52, 54) to the mobile switching center. Each
pulse is representative of a prede- termined amount of money associated
with the telephone call. The rate at which the periodic pulses are
transmitted to the mobile switching center depends upon the current billing
rate and may be affected by, for example, the time of day. Rather than the
forwarding all of the metering pulses to the wireless payphone, therefore
consuming a portion of the bandwidth available for wireless telephone
calls, the mobile switching center (16) calculates a steady state billing
rate from the metering pulses, then transmits only the steady state billing
rate to the wireless payphone (12).    


