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(57) Abstract: A crude ethanol product obtained from the hydrogenation of acetic acid comprises ethanol and ethyl acetate. Using
a distillation column operated at a pressure of from 0.1 to 100 kPa, the ethyl acetate and ethanol may be etfectively separated. In
addition, maintaining the amount of water that is fed to the distillation column to an amount less than 10 wt.%, based on the
weight of all components fed to the distillation column, provides an energy benefit.

may be

S



WO 2011/140455 A1 W00 ) 0000 0 O

Published: —  before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
—  with international search report (Art. 21(3)) claims and to be republished in the event of receipt of
amendments (Rule 48.2(h))




