Process for the preparation of aromatic conpounds by decarboxyl ation of
.aromatic carboxylic acids The present invention relates to a process for
t he preparation of conpounds of the fornula [err]

in which the radicals Rerr], Rerr], Rerr], Rerr] and Rerr] are

i dentical or different and are COOH, H, F, d, Br, CFerr], OH an al koxy
or al kyl radical having in each case"iit'éb—4 carbon atons or a radical
-NR[err]R[err], in which Rerr] and Rlerr] are identi- cal or different and
are H an alkyl, fadical having 1 to 4 carbon atonms or a phenyl radical, by
di ssolving 1 n water a conpound of the formula [err]

in which the radicals Rerr], Rerr], Rerr], Rerr] and R err] are

i dentical pfcdd f Eé?ntthazndp a@réd’i%z@bgiem%&ﬂa(%&%d Wﬂ&sorb
departure her fror%lnste of H ¢an be COO—I, adm xing the aqueous

sol ution uBIré’mﬁFri‘ﬁe"?\ﬁl?W 1S 3748 under the reaction
condi tions and carrying out the decarboxylation at a pH of 3 to 9 and a

t enper at ur 7 2 [ h resence qr absenc wat er -
i nsol ubl e ﬁ%%l rr?%e\%b%i c%ngﬂEl&?lertetlﬁﬁ B e & cREPTERS dotia Fﬁ'{’)ns and in
t he preseneeeppralpsthe sfompaywdar bf tbryFfatihohacat al yst .
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in which the radicals R, R?, 33, R* and R® are identical
or different and are COOH, H, F, Cl, Br, CF,, OH, an
alkoxy or alkyl radical having in each case 1 to 4 carbon
atoms or a radical -NR®R’, in which R® and R? are identi-
cal or different and are H, an alkyl radical having 1 to

4 carbon atoms or a phenyl radical, by aissolving in
water a compound of the formula

RS
R* COOH

(2)

in which the radicals Rl, Rz, R3, R* and R® are identical
or different and have the abovementioned meaning or, in
departure therefrom, instead of h can be COOH, admixing
the aqueocus soclution with a water-insoluble amine which
is inert under the reaction conditions and carrying out
the decarboxylation at a pH of 3 to 9 and a temperature
of 70 to 210°C in the ﬁkeaenee 0r. ahsenae of a water-
inasoluble solvent which is inert: unde; 6 e@-reactxon

conditions and in the presence or absgence of a decarb-
oxylation catalyst.



