
A zoom lens having a reduced thickness in the depth
direction and a reduced size. A zoom lens that has
lens groups (GR1-GR5) and where its magnification is
varied by varying the distances between the groups is
provided. The zoom lens includes a prism (G2) for
refracting the optical axis passing through the lens
groups (GR1-GR5). A negative lens group and a positive
lens group are arranged, in that order from the 



object side and with air gaps in between, in the lens
group (GR5), counted from the object side, of the lens
groups (GR1-GR5). An imaging device is also provided,
and the imaging device has an imaging element for
converting an optical image formed by the zoom lens
into an electric signal. 


