
An improved assay is disclosed for detecting viral nucleic acid sequences.
The improvement involves concentrating viral particles from a biological
sample by centrifugation. Once concentrated, the nucleic acid molecules in
the viral particles can be manipulated or detected using any suitable
procedure. Many such procedures are known and can be used with the
concentrated viral nucleic acid molecules. Preferably, the concentrated
viral nucleic acid is detected using a detection assay.    


