An optical pickup apparatus for recording and/or reading a signal to and
froma signal recording |layer of an optical disk by applying a |ight beam -
to the signal recording layer is provided to prevent a collision between
the optical disk and an objective |lens, and prevent and reduce damage of
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provided with the objective Iens for applyigggrgadtght beamto the signal
recording layer, a lens holder supporting the objective lens, and a
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disk by applying a light beam to the signal recording layer
is provided to prevent a collision between the optical disk
and an objective lens, and prevent and reduce damage of the
signal recording layer of theoptical disk. Theopticalpickup
apparatus is provided with the objective lens for applying
a light beam to the signal recording layer, a lens holder
supporting the objective lens, and a coating layer formed on
the disk side end face of the lens holder. The coating layer
is formed of a material softer than the optical disk and having

favorable slidability, and projected over the objective lens

toward the optical disk.
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