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WD 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/ 021387 ENHANCED NETWORK
BASED PROMOTI ONAL TRACKI NG SYSTEM 5 10 15 Field of

wo b@4lmpent i on The present invention general | yPe€PRUS1003021387

to a novel conputer system for managi ng networ k- based
20 conmuni cations. Mre particularly, the present ,
i NVentmd@hnEasi NeerK t BAAED cPROMRTIONAT PRAGRINGhHYSTEM
syst eMmand et hod T hat provi des dynam cal |y updat ed
Rich Media centrally stored for selective
presentations per pre-defined coding reginen. 1 WO
2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/ 021387 Background of the

I nvention A sophisticated network pronotion tracking
and nmanagenent systemis disclosed in U S. Patent No.
5,991,740 to Stephen Dal e Messer. This system i ncl udes
a 5 plurality of conputers |linked together to allow
transfer of information and files in accordance with
a select profile. Pronotions at one conputer are used
to direct consunmers to a Merchant conputer where
comerce can take place. The systemtracks the
referrals fromthe 10 pronotion to the comerce and
permts proper allocation of comm ssions for the
referral. The foregoing U S. Patent and pendi ng Patent
Application No. 09/098,860 filed on June 17, 1998 are
hereby i ncorporated by reference, formng the 15
foundations for the inprovenents thereto di scussed

bel ow

Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to a novel
computer system for managing network-based
communications. More particularly, the present
invention is directed to a network-based promotional
system and method that provides dynamically updated Rich

Media centrally stored for selective presentations per

pre-defined coding regimen.
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as part of the present invention. Wile a vast
spectrum of variations exists in inplenentation, the

w@baumogees wor k pronotion tracking includes a PCT/US2003/021387

Cl earinghouse Wb Site, where Merchants and 20

Afaidkogbend Biferaa miebmiede@ op nutual'ly acceptabl e
pfonptional _arrangenents consistent With o

tional
consi dér FOPMIStigatss Q?ﬁygﬁ%tgﬁﬁm%%+%ﬂegg ﬁ?ﬁg and
C'n% S Qi@ Cls WL onal 14 ivks. ppgcpackrged
ngﬁgggghgphplgﬁgﬁilng by the ?vf||| ate, sinply by
25 ,oIn [7é8d ity &tr@ham@a:lﬁié"l%w@ét uFleis %Eﬁ*é?WylnClUdeS a

re ode 0 e
> f
O Tk ey TRl AR Genbloeg aligw cranster
by, forierfRaedeadesh Iar[tksm:témtm na:d:whed@ma@hwmshf ar salect
sel ect Merchant trademark, such as LL Bean or .th

| i fitig.s AUHRE HIRS Nk c%%tC@@Plﬂ‘be‘éoﬁr?oPS?ﬂetPnQ@Eect
t %El%:&%% cr LiBL el BBLARRRLALEAN tak
bﬁ%&eﬁﬁfs I’“Jlbgt% 2004/ 066 PCT/ US2003/ 021387 e
| plagdi.t i ahe pryosindn omehcks nkise t akBefoahs Grhwr thkan
nmere banner ads, and can inclu e-maj |, text arch .
DGR o) Sl e RS T HRGRI SR FOLF & PSS ALECCation
t NS & duinfiks £IQEs PaSKages haweriaL common a static 5
characteristic. That is, once placed on the
Affiliate's Wb page, the content and appear ance
remain tilsrephaerd arqupdatiedg badeed.
i f thesrl\/}%{:%a?ﬁét&o%es or the froduct19 'S °
diZgmeinitd aruiesh Nme ®9h&9&e&6ﬁe§l eBsenedungnd’, 1998 are -

roduct. ve. Ilnk r LS at ed.
Tﬂ'g‘?ée%l Y neo 1?91%?% e]%ed% %12 gof g?]%?‘ ggl H(Q')%ecutl on
upein@atioed | oo e §mpﬂ@#émehh§ phemetboddlsclissled below

can .
as part of the present invention.

While a vast spectrum of variations exists in
implementation, the above network promotion tracking
includes a Clearinghouse Web Site, where Merchants and
Affiliates interact and develop mutually acceptable
promotional arrangements consistent with operational
considerations. Often, the system includes at the
Clearinghouse, select promotional links pre-packaged for
ease in implementing by the Affiliate, simply by
downldading the link code structure - usually expressed
in HTML code. For example, the Clearinghouse server
will include banner ads formed by pre-packaged links
that include graphics for a select Merchant trademark,
such ag LL Bean or the like. This allows the Merchant
to control the image quality of the banners and eases

their implementation by.thg Affiliate.

2
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i nclude a Java script that provides a short animtion
upon activation by a potential user, enhancing the 15

we@r@rabdosr onot i onal present ati on to the USER POTES®03/021387

short programed appl et - based sentations_are kn
oo Ri G M 10t a RO TR PB7 had THKF by Eorms ocher

S%%%ﬁ”ﬁéfglﬁhniéfﬁﬁﬁspr§§§n&§ﬁ|Qﬂcy@@@ expaklli ofext,

However even nor e SOphI sti cat ed pr esentation is
stsdch rodohe mehseeléct haraphie/ prage afaed iarR tipas -

page, it.| ar ge re a st an
Qb a0 LR | R ERGe® phakint t PoRnER, 8 shatie
t %iﬁ&étéﬁ@yﬁ anghsepi aceorot pdhctheopaghecadifigiate’s
at the Affiliate site, an arduous and conpl ex process

pdial Age | ythe teORReNFDRB]SBBRESTREGR P4 NS Constant

pr e al i 2 60

ot T 1% L ThBd e SonR o i ca So Merchant
prr@@iﬁés pnadt thaksrodatti hel ddscantiatiedn theofligk becomes
programed c Olclxabl lities are often created by
propeRseoh AR a‘b%P?o‘FlPSHXﬁd operating separately
fromthe Affiliates and Merchants within the 5

net wor k. | ndeed, these vendors re skKi din,this
sel ect @vlpB binkFogrsnfiPhg SRR Ens]téi: f?g] %hcer?elvédma{cs

ap{’ﬁ@i\?dé Oefbeabod UsbhY BUESUBRLIL axtbekt onndipgrdual

fee ructures. Vendor supply of these Rich Mdia
of detingsionponFacrceptmpde. r 64¢i pPysmPhdonpandfigk smn

sel ec O intervals of , t re, f
sub%‘éi?%‘? ng JAYRi PFEERYY Egﬁw eroﬁl\’/'ﬁg %cér 5%05 bairﬁdalaon
Caﬁp@ﬁ'§§tiﬂaﬁbbﬁ byranﬁﬁténﬁabﬂlQ@b&rlﬁmﬂéﬁdnhg the

Iliate is without neaningful rogramﬂn suppaor.t
rOVaCRéltDEOEQbéPﬂéﬂ}CQreﬁﬁn%ﬁﬁ&@@ &Pd &t These

bal bg¥£ngr8gggR&E8ngbp§%E|%%%e@hpr%%eﬂt@@ﬂaﬂgﬂﬁﬁé known as
Rich Media because the format allows a substantially
richer presentation upon execution. However, even this
more sophisticated presentation is static in the sense
that once programmed with the Web page, it largely
repeats as instantiated. Changing and/or updating the
presentation involves the full removal and replacement
of the page coding at the Affiliate site, an arduous and

complex process particularly with the more sophisticated

presentation materials.
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oj ects and Sunmary of the present Invention It is an
obj ect of the present invention to provide a data

w@e@eame®sang system to enhance pronotional actiRPCT/PS2003/021387

across a wide area network. 20 It is another object of

t he preﬁ@@ée'H&f@tb@ﬁhﬁgt1@59¥Hd?r@m69qgﬁhqrllnks that
net wor k- based Affiliate program supports Rich

Mﬂﬂ@ﬂ@@@l&namabnsnhavlngharCDWﬁgﬁammﬁdtG@mahmiitles are

Sggégﬁgd?ﬁggﬁgggﬁy Egokgss agg%ggggg ect &peréilng

segé@&r@@&lﬁgf@bﬁgtnmﬂflwatégl had M@ﬂ'@hla@ﬂ;% A thin the
all ow Rich Media serving to plural Affiliate Wb
sv%%%W%kkossI%deﬁﬁdetaﬁéﬁ H@Pﬁerﬁ argygkiddechgn this
Interoel . ¢4, 89064?8@%@%18§759§289%é92%%%Zr hhdﬁsw?dla
yet anot her . o ject of "the present invention to provide

a st k- basEUepmnguanwyngupsoantotothhelrpmmduyaﬂual fee

code wap for renote stored pr i onal nk _, \
g S  FERG S HRbE e O hE b B R e Mdige i ferings
InmsﬂﬁlQﬁce%@aﬁ&QVk@quarggleﬁé ARbnEeErRogh Madica
creatives t l ows centralized storage and/or

meigRerent S o@fthbe Bishr MpdiroAreptine ppoﬁbna Gidscribing
st?ﬁflano?% tpﬁ?Rg%BgHQ%gba 5&?% Sca%parlée in this

er - ob j €C Fésent i mventi on
provanier & ppagt asul aglpr dlifothé nhat 1peee des watemﬁ)n
interface for supporting R ch Media, Dynam c Text

L.%m%nlngﬁv}d95a9¥9m§an§eﬁvpﬁar5narséﬁé&ﬁ dpgafrperience

2?§%ﬁ@a€$ ecﬁﬁaéehﬁg ahd hB8igDoUE ARENRLRASLAAPIRHISts on

a continuous basis.

Objects and Summary of the present Invention

It is an object of the present invention to provide
a data processing system to enhance promotional activity

across a wide area network.

It is another object of the present invention to
provide a computer network-based Affiliate program that
supports Rich Media appiications having a common

protocol for enhanced management .

It is still another object of the present invention
to provide a computer-based server having programmed
controlled functions to allow Rich Media serving to
plural Affiliate Web Sites across a wide area network,

such as the Internet.
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invention are realized in the application of a
sel ectively programred group of interconnected

W@ eoneo®66 | i nked for network communi cati ons tBCEURO3/021387

a plurality of Merchants and Content Providers or
AffiliatesisThet2ennshaer kbpeoti oés taes ppisissritcdiretention
pronotional, mechani s hat .presents goaods _and

o S P 3o ot BRPPRF Ko hePRoPE oSt g ByPtocon that

st peavi daedagabavayrher folregemeust efered @romiteldeil link
wi th sponsoring Merchants in placing orders or
expPHRRRYS pr oduct characteristics. The system pl aces

25 within this network, a C earinghouse server that is

sel ectively programmed to nmanage and i npl enent the .

pr onot i Bhal s a¥etvpppesest Obﬂécgapﬁfi Ehgapresetie invention

c €8‘L%P<9!?9&8 eaSS{é‘iSEt‘ AphUEbRer ; canti.ayr e%%e%?ﬁr&evé Phat
a coded appl rcation programinterface FA at

al 4blsws0céntral capdostprayecahdf/or waappietgrR 3t the

Medi a pronotions_ 5 WD 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/021387 _
usgﬁ?? 1§EBbBFt°SftBFoBE@W°5ﬁ8n§eFﬁﬁ@@lﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂPﬁ&Fé%? Rich

ONB=gPRSEFUSE LRI S i nvol ves wapping a script tag
around |1 nking code to be provided to Affiliates. By

placing this comon protocol in place, the
C'ear'”ﬂ@oyées§?§§f¥ﬁ6thg%r%EEE%& BSCRIRS SIS dRint ion

vendors to supply creative nedia for use by Merchants
ando Abfotvidees pwpghanmtihg prblockl kthasdgirtovimes we common

commpn_pr ot ocol ermts_sinplified.updating.of o
o ST FERar  EP5oPEREOE Lok P MESLE OBy P mesct Linka,
Af ¢hiratgattangdi servifgThedf eeegeindypamdd gaiash box
several 1nnovative extensions in use. In one aspect,

t hf@RpFPEBss supports a sophisticated appl et known as

a search box, used on an Affiliate Wb Site to

enhance product access by users.
The above and other objects of the present

invention are realized in the application of a
selectively programmed group of interconnected servers,
linked for network communications to support a plurality
of Merchants and Content Providers or Affiliates. The
network provides a sophisticated promotional mechanism
that presents goods and services to potential customers
creating a streamlined gateway for these customers to
interact with sponsoring Merchants in placing orders or
exploring product characteristics. The system places
within this network, a Clearinghouse server that is
selectively programmed to manage and implement the
promotional activities of the participants. The
Clearinghouse server is further configured to provide a
coded application program interface (API) that allows

for a common protocol for wrapping Rich Media promotions

5
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The search box link may be centrally stored on the 15
Cl earinghouse site for hosting directly and in

W@ m®sé on with the Rich Media creatives in BCTUSZ03/021387

with the above protocol. The fore Oiﬂ% feat}gr'es of
t hsegr asesuPRNEN Qo PERANCH ST VPRt bt BY -

revi ew of .the.fol i n, AES Gh - P 04 8Bript tag
iloflﬁstcrozf\ltsitv&hélc(&ar‘r!p}&égtq%@of, takﬁé}ﬁ)?lgb conj ﬁ%}%ti on
Wigtbuinde 1dramintg ssode Wo 2804910060865 PCT/ AERDO3AD2E387BY

Brief Description of the Fi es Figure 1_j -
JPAGCARCT M IR BTt Ve dRUT PohnERT §18pRghonouse
p%%&%% Ve Qb Rbdibe? 4 Ssdutogi tofl oundbast tbosupply
the A

iltate 5 interface; and Figure 3.is %iogi C
f lowathiare destia Heowerehaf MeFERrREE e NBephifddates

. Des rL@%h:n of . {Lhe ﬁ?vefﬁiﬁ {9 QY ET VhEVeohti8nPpeseBlol
|

S HFEted to an enhancenent to an
exestlinGs Netipr KE hed edpd &t Bag | ofhpussoteaAnelcprograms by

Affiliate Program and the ste esi gned and
i M rchantes Et%r%%r‘bp’b]i“?lEoﬁﬁé}%%gg\Ft girﬁn?ﬁéseﬁet work in
accordance with the programdictates. The system at

its nore fundanmental |evel, provides tracking 15
epor €T CHpRETDLTH RS SRR BENEGag Linobardt

par il gl patl ng; Merchant $napde AbEpkiat eshikn pirdiceswayupports
sel"ect pronbtions are depl oyed at Web Sites_throughaout
the doplerseicanad appkebakROwWhi pst at Feaugh Hp&, used on an

Cl earjnghouse,. and _then to sidesd @y users.

p&ﬁ%l%t%omrEétSng?hsngégﬁg{vgggg?%guctcs, Wi t

COPIL SS&QPSh box link may be centrally stored on the
Clearinghouse site for hosting directly and in
conjunction with the Rich-Media creatives in accord with

the above protocol.

The foregoing features of the present invention may
be better understood by review of the following

description of an illustrative example thereof, taken in

conjunction with the drawings.



10

15

20

25

30

credited to the appropriate sourcing Wb Site. The
system operating characteristics are enhanced by

w@e@anigeee a new nodul e for managi ng creative cPOI/E81003/021387

and its distribution as the focal of pronotional 25
acBriefyDeghuwipswonnddl ther Efiguaese here as the "Rich
Medi a" , aptovid e ' ort faor .
Ner chant SoRe S0 it PLaFly Saaers] Send g ¢ dperative
premvi ronsetgsedfonhthpireseaspeatieve igyndi cat ed

Affiliate networks. This is nade possible by

sel ectively wapping 30 the pronotion code within a

sel ect BhgarecRi pt a dogipt £1dwW\BhARBA/FNIORGE Affiliate
PCT/ US2003/ 021387 tag, that calls a stored

i npPeRERREEF 0A"Brogram This wrap provides a common

APl allow ng seam ess interchange of creative |links

for use_in the network. Wth_the foregoing overviewin
mind, aFit@WEroA 1§ a5lppist Ldprechadtt &am §iee Merchant
co LS a block diagram of the participants in the
prgggﬁﬁfgg$éntion. At block 100, a User has a

comput er or other conmuni cation portal device. This
neyetatledeDesthoptipnnpfatheon Tavientdioms of PDAs,

cell phone | apt op ocessaors,. 10,
equippegnm§¥ﬁrXESW0m§§g gséggggog%XﬁFgéﬁgbﬂ %ﬁrGCted to
dosw| eadangenasdrdesodnngxsekeat vwekwoencodedd\éb

pages.  As shown in the figure, the User visits sites

0 %%@rvaﬁh09§ﬁoﬁﬁnaraﬁhﬁégﬂﬂ9a5§ Sreegagpengyfhe systems

-' r [ ' rest . il s
| nReFLaRal MRk o1 ShebPl 05! shbpBUE Bliroe within the
ofnstverkonheatcortigpceaiyhWebe pagesaw tHctates. The
i nf ornati on and conner%e inducing ﬁro tions.

aricy

o P e ng®hi thSFgtPel fRdpREnER ouSEBGGeSe fF&cking
r eshdlesegbrt h8gCeAbEHiDi t a6k ¥bkya kBnFddichicen of

participating Merchants and Affiliates. In this way,

select promotions are deployed at Web Sites throughout
the Internet, and link back, first through the
Clearinghouse, and then to the Merchant sites to permit
commerce on the promoted products, with commissions

credited to the appropriate sourcing Web Site.

The system operating characteristics are enhanced
by creating a new module for managing creative content
" and its distribution as the focal of promotional
activity. The new module, reference here as the “Rich
Media” module, provides the programming support for
"Merchants to systematically control and update the
promotions used on their respective syndicated Affiliate
networks. This is made possible by selectively wrapping

the promotion code within a select Java script - script
7
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to the links fromthe sites, the C earinghouse server
is 20 linked to Vendors (310-330) as suppliers of

w@e@anienes content for use in the pronotions, aPdI/Ukm03/021387

supporti.n Merchant base, (Merchants 610-630).

Fit®sd ;Ehagpé?fa?el%ra FEOLRE ol BRbpBeREat byn t Bredrpar t y This

Al : pa S hat _host _ads, to
R
sgpantedthiere ekireasifrr fue prnohé onetwepki cat i on of

this process involves four discrete operations.

Initially, and as the first of the operative steps,

thislr@ﬁuﬂt&iﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬂgﬁﬂﬁgﬂoxﬁfﬁ&?ﬁgﬁﬂ hiﬁdfr@E@éh@ﬂon is

t ate,, typic HTM. cede ynam c |ink - see
belE S G LGP of s COBSWS e oboss diagram
PG W0 A2138Y. Ty i t rj spegifi

code for,cbyé. g., a&%ﬁﬁgt%% [é%%%lgﬁl Jés otlfjfcg?aci&ng b¥ock
t BO0Af fa [Use Ha® wherompieeAfdT | odher gemremat bsat hen portal

GRS O M I, LSR8 SR Teh el I comms
OBHERDARM. .du 11l _(Hcthed 0l aB sp pieg %@sk@og:ﬁ@aééé abed,

wth the fol | ow n exanpl e, where a sinp
pEeNERGThIVIihia yrowses txpegpeenan ¢apalete fof

a , : [ .t . it al. ode_ upl d as
ST oY i U e dRivRbT ity b Bages.
uplsoadhedvrt art heheClfdanimeghdiise Uosr depfd nghodsseon the Web
hgsting, as depicted in Table I: Table I <P>This _
PG SRABTISAINY GPodtiters 200 1HERL agpe information
C blfgbsz\f}téﬂ@ﬁlis&%%%awlésmﬁw& 16 e Sl Osite

u

i%volves the downloading of site content - typically Web

pages with information and commerce inducing promotions.

Continuing with Figure 1, the Clearinghouse 500
server resides at the center of activity. In addition
-to the links from the sites, the Clearinghouse server is
linked to Vendors (310-330) as suppliers of creative
content for use in the promotions, and the supporting
Merchant base, (Merchants 610-630). Finally, operation
is also supported by third-party Ad servers, 400, i.e.,
Web servers that host ads to the Web Sites.

Operation requires a generic API to support the
extension for promotion. Application of this process
involves four discrete operations. Initially, and as the
first of the operative steps, this requires the Merchant
to upload its promotion template, typically HTML cede

(dynamic link - see below). This template can also

8
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The foregoing is then converted or "w apped" in a
Java script tag and stored at the above file location,

w@goofobdoosvs: 20 Table Il <script PCT/US2003/021387

| anguage="j avascri pt"> document.wite(' <P>This

pFESWET SSKIUGE2 34 Sog iIotiu9s Houhieht . apde efon, HREF=)"
* 2l 1910k ek 444 gRl 43 1%%%&%%%&?&%) % Z%éfé}‘]gia 2t iD when

document. write(" ClicC Crrp
Théecabdifd ldate weaprepersatiton 1inkoig sesd€] ngrhéestarting

pronotion to the Affiliate network fromthe ,
Gtgg\plt]'ﬁ%l%l}?@ éft e GV owPR st a%e Shbe ogRhthe
31 ravRiHalde and invol ves hosting the pronotional

content fromthe Merchant site. This requires the
Cl earinghouse server to store the URL of the Merchant

9 WD 2004/ 006066 P%&&ﬁ%@g i Vc,efoﬁ n the
t her m . ne

desi gnat ed page: " laurl=—
http://ww. merchant.com | inkShare/nmedial.js In this

exanpl ] re I '

of modi 51 STSRER, i3, MRIA I the " EEOkER

i exbmp leanwhas edepisdingd ealponaenotfiamahel Glleaks nfhostse
server exanpl e. I.n _either approach - C earinghouse or,6
VEFERRRE. HBsLPAGd R RS AL af Shvidigeoni tial
t beadOugerarrtl ar af tiip1Aifd |1 atiaddnkidet L9048, ASe

depi cte bel ow, the C earinghouse will generate
AMEirchang loitnkipagadeddéonitiis ¥ tdser I TtdER SVETA"

TRAdbgs A" BE oW, CTRM ALY O ARSI T

€xa
Table I

<P>This product SKU01234 is great!
<A HREF="<Isn click>&tmpid=1&RD_PARM1=SKU01234">
click here to buy</A>

The foregoing is then converted or “wrapped” in a
Java script tag and stored at the above file location,

as follows:

Table IT

<script language="javascript”>

document.write(‘<P>This product SKU01234 is greatl),

document.write('A HREF="" + Isn_click+&tmpid=1&RD_PARM1=SKU01234">);

document.write(‘click here to buy</A>")

</script>

The above code wrap operation is for sourcing the
promotion to the Affiliate network from the
Clearinghouse server directly. An alternative approach
is available and involves hosting the promotional
content from the Merchant site. This requires the

Clearinghouse server to store the URL of the Merchant
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here as "14": 15 Table Il <script
src="http://ad.linksynergy.conlfs-bin/show?i d=I Mh2Xi g9

WO200M@8d06€1s=11111. 1 &t t oe=14&sybud=0" </ scri ptBCT/ES2003/021387

NOTE. The Affiliate may freely append ul paraneters or
WESFVaEY 16t fide dadishliaded magehe |ink, e.g.

&“%E%%%%}ﬂﬂﬁqﬂﬁ%ia1Qur: 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/021387
Tabl e TV <scri pt> -var

Isn_click="http://click.linksynergy.conlfs-bin/click?l

at ypeolaashnr geb e LA te A nRsgon/ Linbpbare pedial s
<lL--from OTHER HTM.. html _cob--> <scri pt

| anguage="JavaScri pt"> .dQ nt.wite(' <P>This
productnS&%&fZ§faﬁgh§?e§ffﬁ%¥%33%dﬁ%&ﬁ&%ﬁ$ﬁ%ﬁr¥¥9h0use'
HBEE="Cort eh®n ol imedd i 1&t5Ep1 105 1RD 2ANRM :5KU01234" > ) |

10 docunent.wite(' click here to buy </Ap'%%é[script>
FOFEESs HiTHE - S dhe il cihtisithe s3we astdepieead egbove

bggr 9l OMARG ;RSN MG! IY-RE! adyyabl e Vo <script>
Isn_click="http://click.linksynergy.comfs-bin/click?l

Mh2Xi g ferid=11111 .
&Iypez&?&ggggg%b%%%%ﬁ%%%%_nu%ﬁ??ﬂfghg%ﬁﬁi%ﬁ§M§5Chant
<hosthiom OTHER HEM:. mpdirmtinte -stetsCiyilves the

I an g%gF:"JavaScript"

sPERCRPEFOR RimERer Afditl 185 15 iNSG €9ARl alAg sdepicted

below, the Clearinghouse will generate Affiliate linking

code within the “OTHER MEDIA” module, using the
implementation program (“show” in this example), listed

here as “14”":

Table III

<script src="hitp://ad.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/show?id=IMh2Xiq9x
NO&bids=11111.1&ttoe=14&sybud=0"
</script>
NOTE: The Affiliate may freely append ul parameters or
wrap any other variables into the link, e.g.,

&ul=my ul number.

10
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</script> The Java script wll be executed by user',Ks
browser 25 to produce the final HTM. code: Table Vi

woRsTho®epr oduct SKU01234 is great! (A PCT/US2003/021387

HREF="http://click.|inksyner comi fs-bin/click?l
Mh2Xi g9x NO&of feri d=11111 gﬁw&subi d=0&ul=my_u
1 nunber & rrpl d=1 &RD_PARM —SKU01234" 30 CI i ck here

to buyé ?cl a featur \s party
vendor ??ér %FB% J\;ﬁ 4&5335”'3(@‘? ){g er
dac TRk ke ?lllates
througbu_tf %%@ﬂ@tml_khtmmw_q, party vendors will need
t o conmpktipahdagbiteavabenpe>speci fications in order to
provi deo&dmﬁﬁnfwrmé@tfP>TNE®hﬂu&r%IOHm% gehtnp Affiliates.
A Vb a@b@adnswritpt QVIHRIEE:"Whien elickBraghpite 1BRDAPARNMA sk 2347>");
upI oad dohinentwidte('cliflomere togiuy <Af)i | | at es. The system
wi || clfeelett his code 40 for conpliancy, and process it
in the system On the Affiliate side, the system
prod destdrng el eHd Merdiga dit N0 20044 P06086creates the
PCT/ US2003/ 021387 of the Affiliate interface where an
Aol hostiace dms tgardriae $9fe: appropri ate code for such
creative. Affiliate Side - Rich Media The Affiliate
interface to acconmopdate thgew i ch 5 Media
creative offerings wll havethefoll ow ng
ckadgst eri stics: Join Programs/ Account - Page This is.
t har ipagrkAhid:AdialIpgsyperyy ebhResindick PRiRKRox t hey apply
t tlogoffdeidcantatypepl483uBIGF=08u1ahgen_fenbend out 10 nore
i sfsoniptrat i on about the program (Join Prograns), or
<l--from OTHER_HTML.media_url-->
<script language—“JavaScnpt src-“http J/lwww.merchant.com/linkshare/medial.js”
</script>

The Java script will be executed by user’s browser

to produce the final HTML code:

Table VI

<P>This product SKU01234 is great!

(A HREF="http://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/click?1Mh2Xiq9x
NO&offerid=111118&type=14&subid=0&u1=my_u1_number&tmpid=1&RD_PARM1=SKU01234">
Click here to buy</A>

The Rich Media feature allows third-party vendors
to partner with the Merchants, and offer their Rich
Media creative directly to Affiliates through the
Network. Third-party vendors will need to comply with
the above specifications in order to provide their Rich
Media creative to the Affiliates. A Web area is
provided where Merchants can directly upload this code
for their Affiliates. The system will check this code
for compliancy, and process it in the system. On the
Affiliate side, the system provides a Create Links area
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2) after they have been approved and want to review
i nformati on about a programin which they are already

weamntheiopat i ng (Account). Wthin this page is BCI/HSBA3/021387

that i.ndi cates, the types of |inks which are avail able

& dm fifarkiate ¥ P EREmtWheFe aaweAEﬁahrahescan
éﬂ%%% e a1 clp Mgl A baonesae ther gﬁ &gélb@q' a’
shoul es

appear a new box under "Lin
Avai | abl e". Creat e Links - Page Wen an Affi liate
s fdfdtld st Vi ictmnt Risgh Mieddrto 20 generate links, h

e
access t oM. i spl a t he .
l'i nk t)er%lees \e/rfin at?eg ar\gtaellgf%)? R? %gomﬁ?(?%??ajf%? PevgRich
mmmmmmroﬂmw wipl bastede tié of &l pawihgul ar
Merchant's account, the Rich Media |ink should appear
i FPE It i P t ool bar for that 25 Merchant. When
an Affiliate clicks on the link for Rich Media

ClRAl Prodtanid)Addb it i Vepafe @ page that |ooks [ike
this: Rich |\/de a creative available to the Affiliate

will B&id sp fhal mgchidhoriataheses wplther sb) beefore

R A R A T R

Mechree omefatnmm::hm IabduiokllhEg ;fmIgral'd‘r]e TalegprogBams) , or
di ed re r e sane asthqe Rr}rﬁeCategorles
Hc?ie@%% %taé&w’? raThi EHE He? er @Y &S Wo
Hlerfo%atad;r eardare aﬁ%&;{ﬁaﬁ? QyIALIS OORYy 2P émréady

not S appear as a choice he Affiliate.
Aftkiritiigtigra telna kR asrountQat eg@rt,hln Hehsyspege V\m | an area

r rn aI Ri.ch di,a_li ade"gik_é to the sys

a\gl:gl J’ccatter? tl\AEAftfy efsnate um q? t %nkbaarlf? C%Y%rigbnle

Cﬁhegoeypartlcular Merchant. If a Merchant has uploaded
a Rich Media banner, the words “Rich Media” should

appear in a new box under “Link Types Available”.

Create Links - Page

When an Affiliate selects a Merchant for which to
generate links, he accesses the page above. This page
displays all the link types which are available to the
Affiliate. If a Rich Media banner has been uploaded
into a particular Merchant’s account, the Rich Media
link should appear in the left hand tool bar for that
Merchant. When an Affiliate clicks on the link for Rich
Media creative, he should arrive at a page that looks

like this:

Rich Media creative available to the Affiliate will
be displayed by Category. There will also be a search

tool above in case the Affiliate knows exactly what Rich

12
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Note that matches are returned with 25 entries to a
10 page. The Affiliate can click to the next page, or

WO 209p/004066 any page by using the page index at PECEUSI9P3/021387
and hottom of, the screen. Rich Media links are

dPSHIEY &F GRE1@RRE &t Jt%%*al?%t#% entB¢ edabggpRées

Metighanty dip o Mp! Dad chd O dtdiea sYEheM mb % et BEtegories.
Adflllate types in a query to 15 search for a s e0|?|c

k &pweven n id |tlenedor ieCategorgyEoenmvhith thevenaakl no
e e W by orYy Le that it _shows
%S‘(‘gr%lur%nd goarlgv%e%n TG es%o‘fr%e(ﬁachtla%t e R TR W1l not

adgipliaonals ratatieice tthe tAid iAfedBiacd| cksfopheMafgiliate
ches in Category Nanme" and retrieves 20 the ful
Cﬁif jUs e L5990 dFRHpesFTteR Yhel caekysRyaphgRich

[ i
ahRVE .2 MGhd 1%%%& s &R ng%@% aifaﬂfﬁbmsaéégﬁthls

would like to he/ she sinply ¢ s ont

Medifd Uiiate nmn d:IgeanepaaItemmba:ap(pab@goHYe code,

whi ch appears to the Affiliate. 25 A sanple of the
Rich Media creative appears with the appropriate code
for thélcAfd idhieat endtclacronretustid@rwsthe2518n¥Bies to a

2004/ 006 52003/ 021387, Reports Rich Media _
 PRKle i Iy CiTéLi R ith f L I s g ot e CASRE PBES) ueF Jump
lbltkje 2Ry Moy} lu’kklﬂg/ Réhe Qs?agsélc:thdeﬁcét Viky gspesRsed

Ri ch la I'inks wll be rolled up 5 into reports
j tionk @falthe mensdrer Rimh (Nedsa Irmlas; are displayed by

[ r SS sal e en d fro
S e Do P! H St N e i (iB0n wpload
Nﬁhﬂzbaﬂtﬂlesm@%tenﬂ chr tMediea AJefser od t e héd € ath 08SqUe Y to
al so have to be made in
search for a specific keyword in all categories, the

system will return all matches broken down by Category.

Note that it shows a maximum of five entries for
each Category. To see additional matches, the Affiliate
clicks on “More Matches in Category Name” and retrieves
the full listing just as it would appear in the Category
page above. Once the user finds a Rich Media link
he/she would like to use, he/she simply clicks on the
Rich Media link name to generate the appropriate code,

which appears to the Affiliate.
A sample of the Rich Media creative appears with

the appropriate code for the Affiliate to place on

his/her site.

13
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10 the Merchant interface to accommodate the new Rich
Media creative offerings. The interfaces that will be

w@bdoaoe@e ar e as Li nks/ Merchandi si ng, Reports.PCT/US2003/021387

Li nks/ Mer chandi sing The "R ch Medi a" section of the
CRereHfhouse 15 allows Merchants to upload their Rich

Medi a ¢ i T r t i i me Qgf.
the & hERRNoje TRERE 1A 02805 LB LA ORRTR o,
hedrshesakespfoadi hike ushypgothedr dpniowgypeenuaer such,

imlar,f t ti rom.a e- . established
Pt A2 artRaben ) Rlah R ol h kg ua 1aoRbr Tolled up
t hidith PAEbYrVEN§leEs BORE ONed bMet B%h@reéﬁhﬁghg%%%%h AFotal

wel | as providing a "Custont option for those
METRE S $$ hRBS whe thckde Mpdchaheshasngestgdedrom Rich Media

hi I de f hei
R e Redr a1 PR R PEEarB 98T ERBRFER per for m o

series of 25 checks to ensure that the code is
| efptelnmie. SEde - exbeiplMedid the Merchant is upl oadi ng
partner, and

code for a specifjc.third-party.vendor )
el oot SeerabBr i crel GaRaut LI RASey kRS Hel Pechigde in
t @ ke Seh&nt [ MRt et HEcE0E8 HRLOAMEHPBELRCRENARACh Media
criteria for that 30 specific vendor. 14 WO

200&%ﬂ08@@60ﬁiﬁii£§@03/EQQBBHtenéadEscubsedeiﬂebby
li i f t |
?%pﬁvfeecé%ﬂg 2P agaﬂr%ys,,ﬂg?é@ﬁgsd%&’nggoggggrgggsm s a

emrentation of & sel’e processi
"search box". Under this protocol and for the

pnﬁmmksﬁmbrmm&m@iwingpn, these 5 search boxes should

confor muto (e f ol v g, conventions; . Search .o
allows Merchants to upload their Rich Media creative.
The Merchant specifies the name of the Rich Media link,
as well as the type of link he/she is uploading, using a
drop down menu or similar for type selection from a pre-
established list. This drop down will display the names
of third-party vendors approved by the Clearinghouse, as

well as providing a “Custom” option for those Rich Media

links which the Merchant has designed him/herself.

When a Merchant uploads code for their Rich Media
link, the LinkShare system will perform a series of
checks to ensure that the code is legitimate. For
example, if the Merchant is uploading code for a
specific third-party vendor partner, and selects the
appropriate vendor, the system will check to make sure
that the code uploaded meets certain criteria for that

specific vendor.
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The query will search database to return all entries

whi ch match at | east one of the words entered, 10
wandoesssoaslvanced syntaxes are used (see bel ow)PC1/US2003/021387

Searched Fields (in Create Links and . _

Li nks/ Mt CHaFRHSTS)Psudin ¥ t 0 gRer Fee applicehbien ef|

ofcHehe ftdiidngs f1.les Iﬁﬁ&éﬁ%?@géioﬁbgF’algélﬁct

Description. 15 2. List All late types a and
hibroceEEing jast kaldwn e ra eSsewtdh nbax’specvhder this

Si ze, . 3. Partial _Wrd Match Pl
B T, Rl S5 D S TR SO TR T H 2Bhose
padziralh BS:ENEShdtld @ciiben 4d ke Wbl 16@i4EN al |

entries containing matches with link, links, Tinked,
| ICRRIVIRELE 1Tte Li nkShare. 15 WD 2004/ 006066
PCT/ US2003/ 021387 Place a * at the begi nning of a

wWaled L rc;ggﬁééhtﬁun[ I | eft side partial matches. For

exanpl e, re w return all entries containing
mat che§he tduenynadsidr esearamkBitaales sanitb Tread diig Shar e.

5 1f_an Affiliate sinmply types "link" or "share", the
SERFER S MO R R A BT (T (F it eivess | ntered,
| RN A MRE htia:an Yaexagdedml shesoad by be
returned. 4. Phrase Matching 10 Pl ace quotes around a

set of words to find results that match all words in

that edact SEprehes FHGldsexbifpl@eats fkisHes camdt wor k"
woul d EdmksyMgrchaasiiiaing)n  which the word Li nkShare

appear ed Jj;ngeld %u%‘?:fi%rse W8 search all of the following

fields for matches: Name, ID, Description.

2. List All
Affiliate types a “*” and hits “Go” to list all

entries within a specific Category, Size, or Type.

3. Partial Word Match

Place a * at the end of a word to return right side
partial matches. For example, link* will return all
entries containing matches with link, links, linked,

linking, and LinkShare.
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word Network. 15 5. Required and Prohibited Wrds Use
a + signin front of a word to require that the word

wheooftioumes i n 411 of the search results. For exeempiUs2003/021387

programwould return all results with the word program

wher eaplpeegaartAtf thieabegwaulitigr etfurn vaddd rnesutdtsurn all
that 20 contained both Affiliate and program Use a -
sighti fifeoRprbiasd WBEGLES -r e G EXOHR S he Shr?l Wbkl

A??If'_ﬁ&lﬂdaiﬂ BR¥ 9L st E% $83ha Ry 3%]%&1%5 Rolch SadiidiSire,

Iate programvvou return results that
cbhhkbBhedet hendodakfficiShatce,. but not the word
program 25 Turning now to Figure 2, Affiliate
interaction with the C earinghouse is provided and
initiarédaxi aAfénfliptef sitpdyapmpesr ivdtiekAf faxt i‘&tkeaﬂeﬂ the

and pa bl ock 710. Test ueri es on

PR VRL BT RE s an: rod Ot £ LE TS R | ot e
t%r?bﬁ?ﬁgntz?’goaﬂgtteh%hg*tslé'rﬁg/ fkat® WA20RH Q@_ﬁﬂ@@ae

PCT/ US2003/ 021387 programdetails. |If acceptable, Yes

t veTesned40 creates the new account Aff(l), which is
then subject to approval, Test 760. Continuing wth

Flgurez p Ll he 5 specific Affiliate
accounts de%3 gaa%%pré? nted, block 780, including
Ri ch M?ﬁiaaepqunsbe'soas"oundiela aededr atoerdsheadi ignd Testults

79 1o ctlo of, this cate ry and di spl of

R N R g T e
féﬂgﬁpae apﬂ&ﬁﬁéhﬁ&fé N@Q%&ﬂc@nwduadSQle&ﬁﬁd,allﬂ d@silts in
810 and then di rectly downl oaded to the Affiliated at

bwbékhs2be woghcLéokEhages appapinsck BT Dphdre orrexihe
LiBKS Network.

5. Required and Prohibited Words

Use a + sign in front of a word to require that the
word be found in all of the search results. For example,
program would return all results with the word program
whereas program+Affiliate would return all results that

contained both Affiliate and program.

Use a - sign in front of a word to require that the
word not be found in any of the search results. For
example, Affiliate-program would return all results that

contained the word Affiliate, but not the word program.

Turning now to Figure 2, Affiliate interaction with
the Clearinghouse is provided and initiated via entry of

the appropriate Affiliate ID and password, block 710.

. Test 720 queries on joining as an Affiliate. A positive

response branches logic to block 730 and the display of
16
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The Dynam c Text link feature allows the Merchant to
create text links that can be dynam cally updated or

wamoaiobé ed on an Affiliate's site: The Mer chegit/USZNN3/021387

conbi ne images with text, and change the entire
cOREBAFamMaAgtRAy6ut dfnascemitaplecr otss Hics/hest 740 creates

Af [ [ an am c_Text Links
Ca&h%eﬁé\g é%‘:ﬁ%ﬁgtaﬁ%tfa(&g n%l%g%v\%rl DS{:?’JOerh EH ecbt'f ticbp
t eapbesYsel | Eestwi76b .20 i mages surroundi ng the text.
The difference between Rich Media and Dynanic Text
Links is that Dynamic Text Links are to be used for

baS| c I-CfMltn:neanngnhaiﬁ‘lgumeblzr)e&fﬁelfplag,ﬂleﬁaw tdhe
on textual content Vvs.

gﬁ mage The focus is

cr ‘??%/tl? n%géﬁ}laé?nﬁﬁfzeuﬁéﬁt det aiilgk e reapuagsdmd y block
be7g¢ eaile@il@a I p n wher eas

Rich Media Ii ﬁﬁg }c?EtEEnMréEeigﬁl FQgﬁﬁ@loéﬁ%p%%%rege peparate
speerdingt . T&sWO720041006666ePETLIBR00F @AEIBLategory and

Af £ L Side- Dynani ¢ Text ks Se

o }f%é%gafl o%scw)%? CRaVE Eg bglﬁﬁd@t %ﬁtoﬁ’éﬁ 8- | i1t &he

| reef face ¢ ofasgonaRdapprbpei new Pl‘B?ﬁEB‘thEeX lé rQ&lected
offerln s. The interfaces that w be affec

ast ot | a@etaltlenLqiﬁkecth@péeweloadedeape t[blenLAs?flllated
Dy Godiexdabin ﬁo%' cBRc PhfiELed. ! Blgg | aates

visiting the deari ouse server, ive
present ati on of "Create Li nks". 10 The page wil |

cd?ifrftﬁﬂ?hct dl‘etﬁh’e hibvkst andard of presenting links and
esented. A

wi | m s, are
sear ch ox |§9prlo(\:/| d%’ét h% V\f??tléFFoa/ﬂPW§ Afei Mexckant
t cauereaty atedoinykorthyt Type KEVAPAbRically updated or

modified on an Affiliate’s site. The Merchant can
combine images with text, and change the entire content
and layout dynamically across his/her Affiliate sites
instantaneously. Dynamic Text Links can be as simple as
a single word, to a list of top ten bestsellers with
images surrounding the text. The difference between
Rich Media and Dynamic Text Links is that Dynamic Text
Links are to be used for basic HTML creative that
combines simple text with simple images. The focus is
on textual content vs. creative imagery. Dynamic Text
Links can typically be created by an Affiliate program
manager, whereas Rich Media links often require the

expertise of a specialist!
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or Static, instead of "Size" used in the R ch Mdia

link 15 search box). The Create Links area wl|
w@em@gmemoedbot h current Static |inks, as well aRCT/H8200&021387

Dynami ¢ Text links. The newinterface will present

al PEfidiatg S@aieewnlcar‘i&}eﬂ ITgimitse Affiliate to

drill d%\gq, S f e20 C|f|cI|nk he/ she

is inter este(%r . %Ochhrkl I}i e@{)ek?ae‘ée Wi be made in the

dléﬁfn@ua$h wﬂtdnﬁacdlﬁdﬁadﬁbmmddﬁﬂe @NQQHQﬁ ®namic Text
al so.show Nane, I D, and either

des&P%pPlfgﬁ’r(lﬁgﬁam dhep it faqamithatktwilhibe affected

(Sheki gl FWIGRWAS.f iddcalies ﬂllrﬂk%tafe}%(#%_t hat they
want, 25 they click on "Get Code" it"is a Static

Text Link, a screen will appear with the code for
both a { H%( as an email link: 18 WO
2004/ 006066r MOM%? http://alo inch

| i nksyner gy. conf php bin/ af f/ showrer chant

sht m 70} 1 ubi d= &r i d=&Li type =3&showcode=Y&i s
speclal= % gllg&% P &4 g E);L S OFbarad e Affd liates

scvesntmnd_:;l thBoWl ehrangbsarpl eedf cih)e oy naniL.chexd
Li nk, as wel |l as provide the approprlate code.
Re%’é‘??%nfﬁﬁéﬁflcOfexFrE?ﬁEsL\?\Pﬂ{}S"dr| ve inpressions,
clicks, and sales just |like any other link type. As
such, 10 activity %enerat ed by Dynam c Text links wl]l
be rol | 53¢ BpIentd #esenﬁgrjnugp thiee nehl sttlaadatdieo £

|'§¥éédﬂ€§n?h?iﬁkéh§£d fo]ﬁlT% b‘nk§ﬁgigwk%5g:plnks

treated jus regu t ex

i rqstr@sm"@mntedil cks, seandhshbgs 1gep@b%a@df r amdDyRaT ¢ 110w
reports,

S be 15 included within all
:}?ﬁ :Aﬁ %ba%dF?,gg?rgnlgy Category or by Type (Dynamic
or Static, instead of “Size” used in the Rich Media link

seaxrch box) .

The Create Links area will present both current
Static links, as well as the new Dynamic Text links.
The new interface will present all links by category,
and allow the Affiliate to drill down or search for the
specific link he/she is interested in. The list of
entries will distinguish all text links as either
Dynamic or Static. It will also show Namé, ID, and
either descfiption (Dynamic) or the actual text link
(Static). When Affiliates find the link that they want,
they click on “Get Code”. If it is a Static Text Link,
a screen will appear with the code for both a text link

as well as an email link:
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to any of the report appearances. It is inportant to
note that a drill down in the Link Type report will be

woewass@sy as follows: Link Type Report 20 ThePdBX82003/021387

Li r@k i ne |tem [ n/t he Link Type report should drill
Ere%;?gff%hoﬁl e?éﬁ‘%{rq PATR d1¥ésh¥nd l&? c}"@ﬁﬁ? t%gazt&showcod%—v&%’specnal &pid=3
further to achwtég by SpeCIfIC text link ID. 19 WO

2004/ 006066 P/ USRI 2 188%5¢ -N’E]Fch’éh? srgeedy Wamilc show
Text didigsidher Mene f@\{k&amm; efdRceriQaceonyReat §st feovide
new Dynam c Text Link offerings are

Litdles /anpndrimnthise ngede Reports. 5 Li nks/ Mer chandi si ng

A new link for "Dynam c Text Links" will be available

for Merchants under the Links/Merchandising area.

Access o OREPbgtBEW "Dynam ¢ Text Links" upload area

nmust be restricted only to those Merchants who have 10
opted in-.to this new feature. The screen lists the

Dy nam @myhesdi &i st thadkdhavel 1 adir eadyikeesssieatede1teks,
allow the Merchant to nodify these links at any tine.

TS EElas showls ¥ Hee fanstothen, Link BYbPews %\ﬁeSUCh
f b
LS LB LLE D88 00k O

camp eiditto au‘a@ceb(tmjmsg: leike byl Bi tipd yothét ckink bppebe
ID nunber. A Merchant can al.so nodi f(g }at he status . of a

NoEe ddatyPymante sheh +3H08F oyFank® Bf treafgd jwsgolike
S&%@Jla?r @ OLPi NSk KA wE Lt € BoPRW 2@%&@%@, Text cks,

Li nk, the Merchant cli'cks on "Create
and sales generated from Dynamic Text Links will be

included within all reports, requiring no modifications
to any of the report appearances. It ig important to
note that a drill down in the Link Type report will be

necessary as follows:
e Link Type Report

The Text Link line item in the Link Type report
should drill to a breakdown of activity between Static
vs. Dynamic Text Links. Each of these will then drill
down further to activity by specific text link ID.

19



Li nk". This brings a new screen that provides the

Merchant with a series of Dynam c Link tenpl ates.
wab@gmeocosenpl ates sinply provide the basi c HTMCT/US2003/021387

foundation for 25 each of the various fornats. Because

Dynam c JText Links _are using.the R ch Media API
structufe,ﬁ%; ?ﬁﬁaﬁfdﬁéﬁynégégnFFﬁFlﬁlﬂﬁﬁoad anyt hi ng
in this section. However, anything uploaded here wl|
be cl assifi as a Dynam c. 20 WO 2004/ 006066

PCT/ usz%]?/ NETERCQEIACS FQ e asrreda t Exenp| mey

t eDphates Eexd ded fhe chant fallows:.
Te>n<51?h0nl y Provides ktﬁg out Ir%%{e for lc':l?:([elg ﬁ’?}egrcgjﬁ?%%*%?'
5 RFPPIT&t-es that consists only of text - great for
content, news, stories, and any other text copy that a
Merchant would |ike to syndicate across Affiliate

sites. o \Rinksdiefdmdysbigvi des the outline for
creating a text link 10 underneath an i mge -
recommended for product highlights to provide both

graphi cal nand1tgkt gb2l “@eseriiRt MRS 9fiy emﬁ%ﬁF%&§d
produc¢ts. . Horizontal D splay Provides the out1i ne for
cr@%ttngPacl frRK ¥aaehaptei splsys tiheade rdmd Memdhasidiies i ng
byas&de -a deg. f.o0 neduct .hi ghlights with
Io%ger des%?%%grgﬁsﬁﬂé% gyp % ﬁﬁgﬁF %EﬁF hykse upload

suppestedsthi bh aestmhgeed bhlly Poovhdee MReWHINSho have
focr; cr(?ating a %lst of product 20 or content features
- PREEF +BrtRi g ??glﬂ?'i"nge%k}r?en

The screen lists the Dynamic Text Links that have
already been created, to allow the Merchant to modify
these links at any time. The screen shows the first
ten, and allows the Merchant to view the links on the
next page or by jumping directly to subsequent screens.
The Merchant can edit any existing link by simply
clicking on the ID number. A Merchant can also modify
the status of a link, assign it to'specific-Programs, or
assign it to specific Groupings. To create a new
Dynamic Text Link, the Merchant clicks on “Create New

Link” .

This brings a new screen that provides the Merchant
with a series of Dynamic Link templates. These
templates simply provide the basic HTMI, foundation for
each of the various formats. Because Dynamic Text Links
are using the Rich Media API structure, a Merchant can
essentially upload anything in this section. However,
anything uploaded here will be classified as a Dynamic
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products, services, headlines, stores, gift ideas,
etc. 21 WD 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/021387  Custom No

W@eaokion®eé s provi ded. Merchant can conpl etel y PCT/US2003/021387

cug{oq%ze_thejr Dynami ¢ Text Link - for advanced users
who &Fle FHEF 1 Tarthie t BY BRI - anBXGABLadnt teardasiegn pacsrided

custonipedidi apddy P& LBekb1fbfLliates. Note that

each of the tenplate screens includes an option for
the Merchant to activate a "Renote Update". If the
Renot e de?%%tc eﬁk box is checked, the Merchant nust
enter a URL T6cali®n where the Dynam ¢ Text code 10
resi des and under the Merchant's control. The Merchant

is respﬂgsibhf fgéhupda%Lnﬁ the renpte. locatign with

new content= i T efot e 1O che oRrREEENHods é 1itke fosde

exagiiyl asdd i ddies Lot 9adety i gEorthe Li gk&éaef or
way

system The Renote Update feature provides or
15 ISt 19w uptt el ehei andyaaw otlext tekhksopy that a

e i M

view the Dynam c¢ Text Link as upl oaded by the
Nbrchang. %hig, a IBws he Merchant to check for
errors in tfe %ﬁﬂk 56Pc¢8di ng. The Reset button
refreshes the screen, and returns the screen back to
the default. |f the Merchant has altered any of the
code wi tHAVidss e VLIRS 46F | cheat mGsedtenndlink

0 L hglid!éélneta%'ﬁr’ :afi‘lt & nRle Wi ld - SRSk 4 nfc%)? 5%%%1?8 ? ?h:lk_)gﬁl ights

This is to allow a rchant to start a
hektsh@rieas deadve ting mardtialeels . aridhet Subnird ] big&Opipt ions of

UPLARY NG B R

e Horizontal Display

Provides the outline for creating a link that
displays image and text side by side - recommended for
product highlights with longer descriptions, or for

content that may be supported with an image.
e List
Provides the outline for creating a list of product

or content features - ideal for highlighting top ten

products, services, headlines, stores, gift ideas, etc.
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“desire

into the C earinghouse system Once a Merchant clicks
22 WD 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/021387 on the submit

whoomoes he screen will refresh to the i ndexPGDUE®N3/021387

showi ng the page where the newy submtted 1ink
appear s.e Thgshpchant can then continue to assign
prograns and groupings. The link is "Active" upon 5
subm ssion. A sinplified flow diagram for the nerchant

side is y&enl in Figure.3. starting at bl ock 1000

and entry of’%ggech{]asntﬂ’? V%\%%Idpa ToracaE spBcromDletely

TestustORO zequdre s mymanhied hesxt hei Merch

sel got %tq: an. upl.oad 10 "RM' comand, i ngtﬁ%afgfa%anged users
N 4T el Bk ard whposant veor depogaea

di reetens yelemilRaif, 0y Hipeks p@ﬁéﬁ#gﬁ%é and the
e

entry of the RMdetails, e.g., cand "type".
At Test 1050, the systemtests the uploaded RM for

conpl i aNee eWtia +S I 5 resulting in
st orage of % hegﬁMlé%%ﬁ%ﬁfjfd’%g?e%%ﬁiarjtde PSP Beelndge an

MePBRafARs fray 6hehdegptiaort afo kestiveg d ia{m\R&ﬁ&@th&Igte”
or thayi ng O ear.i nghouyse.or any third- party )
prgsiggg,R%BSFﬁeﬁﬁgﬁF% §%§C§éP@é tife dhested A 20 Merchant
Memubanéntap dyvan cakhky iwpd apper s, bein ed b
Affiliates by sinply upl gadi %%f%e%ﬁgwﬁg%%% Hiﬁ’% t‘%l%ie
d £8P "gRotB8e Ypdeenthef Mewehemtge iconsenied Mud Merchant

C earia f e. .| is.served by a third
party, %he§%€%%h£%tg lclgggg%flg Ef}ﬁaﬁﬁmtﬁy los@dtieon with new

bafPiefenthy ZBhihanghoget hechibgs shokedoakt | mage
URL, 5 g_ﬂg ismajgée U@ i tsel f_cannot _change. eByl%%L?si nge
the K¢ I\?egli ABruldebe releadef apnaoptbesehediShzae
arysicent he THEIRehRLe Update feature provides a way for
Merchants to update their Dynamic Text Links without

having to log in to their merchant account each time

A Preview button allows the Merchant to view the
Dynamic Text Link as uploaded by the Merchant. This

allows the Merchant to check for errors in the HTML

coding.

The Reset button refreshes the screen, and returns

| the screen back to the default. If the Merchant has

altered any of the code within the code box, it will be
erased, and the original template code will appear in
the code box. This is to allow a Merchant to start all

over if he/she has made any mistakes.

The Submit button uploads the Dynamic Text Link

into the Clearinghouse system. Once a Merchant clicks
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Merchants can change the inmage URLs directly on an

Affiliate's Wb Site by sinply uploading the new URL
wa@mneed he Cl eari nghouse system The Mer chankCT/852003/021387

further enabled to conpletely change serving parties

wi Phothe2 3uii20 G466 & HRCHAIS200 401 387F & SHUES | A

Affiljates to generate new code and replace |inks.

VerBHSRt SEFEENThISAP B )F\ﬁ@d PGS/ i(YHipUS Ehaverewbntsubmitted

Wi shes hepehids.ze TR MdYRdiaa ARl D anabl &g St €
shoul d upload the image URL as Sgual, 5%%ﬁ%e ectto 5é51gn
EnBbPegamg ehe breyeiSersvi n§hRarltiynkdricp ‘thavini véyoxupdn

chg .also allows the Merchant to specify that a
Cleggpggééﬁéé selected URL is to be used for the Rich
Media APl enabl ed image. This is necessary if the 10

Mer chant, wi.shes _t.o keep their options gpen abqut the )

servinghpg%wyﬁﬁﬁlFﬁe%ﬁOWhgdggxa%&ﬁ%ﬁi53§ééW%WFQ§BFI$ﬂde is

t héepastedMencFagurel Benisssetliered tSealddk BO®S ad® entry
15

theiLr Affjliates. The code for these Search Boxes
waSt niRBEGRAPtUpPoaBEd PREEYOrRe by Hleonkhyl Alfe t digati cal20

degasi-ment oV chnicgal apts, _They are then
prg€§ded tSDA? f%ﬁ%?gg?%an gg%%%d%%% RF%%@E%(&?? upload
di PRIt | goomendt héndisktdag Asdssdire ith dmstelldngesar

tes.to the Search B de by the Merchant, |
CREPSERIT R, | | B BOPLEPuE P RROR Cy i aste RNE eBua St to

replackes Lbeocubrent agadenenehisihelr shierMetdiSis, e.g.,
repl aced by the inventive procesS di scussed above
refBei R HR" t ABAREWPREI arfeReated 050he thel wystem tests

di $hE"G0E6a584" Rt E¥RC Bhp?E SAELY Gt BERLEN B 1S passage

resulting in storage of the RM, block 1060.

Third Party Ad Serving

Merchants have the option of hosting link
promotions or having the Clearinghouse or any third-
party provider, or the Affiliate serve the image. A
Merchant can dynamically update banners being used by
Affiliates by simply uploading the new banner into the
Clearinghouse system, if the image is served by the
Clearinghouse. 1If the image is served by a third party,
the Merchant can only dynamically update banners by
changing the image stored at the image URL -~ the image
URL itself cannot change. By using the Rich Media API
feature to wrap a pre-select tag around the image URL,
Merchants can change the image URLs directly on an
Affiliate’s Web Site by simply uploading the new URL
into the Clearinghouse system. The Merchant is further

enabled to completely change serving parties without
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25 associated with search box and drop down banners,
while Rich Media is associated with all other types

W@bookiomdoss that feature interactivity and desiBeBUS2003/021387

using Java, XM, and other special coding. Wile the

pr o¥egsiréng fufddRiiageshese et et hmelf dBRIOIADN @5 e
kepi,sgRparate, 24 WO 2004/006066 PCT/US2003/021387

the operative characteristics for inplenentation are

the sane, as discussed below. Affiliate Side-Dynamc
Search Box Not hing changes on the Affiliate side,

except thatferCRgith Sister Thoird Rerrty Mdi seAPingnabl ed
image is provided to an Affiliate, the Image Serving
Party is_labeled as Enabled. The initial screen

i ncl udesThnai Naeshant Seasbhs Boxesidvaiel a&blct Medike APT

Af fddd [ sa t hat do.for Rich
mdi&@%ﬁtﬂfﬁ%ﬁm I8 LH6MEY B bagnEe dmdaepitmias usual,
Se& Bokedt EhebledaihngheusRager ¥ek1ia. '

cr%at ed or, access and is call eg t he Séa?g\%aégf%%ﬂr?% down
t hiXX apphi CAEFOnPOXhal P opl 4BWE bbe Merchpps b Isipelcify

W ldhdie a abtderi QbedhSe O 1:C f.Static, then the.
code that 15 a }\}b%ch%r% %%%gggai ER%r %\gi ggd%& P@@& ﬁar the
to Rt Mgdia iRkE. endbDydhaimaget helhibeisysLeBEWERRS i the

d ' . APl scri.,pt t around the code so that
thg?erllc‘%g;e}gﬁ”ﬁl% SLhan %e%ﬁgh%bjaa%ala{waﬁyeﬂi pBougsthe
VD200 6066 PEY US003/ 024384, Exanple 1 The

following is an exanple of the present invention, and
sp%ci fical Ig/ the use of a select Rich
ynamic Search Box
In the past, Merchant clients offered Search Boxes
to their Affiliates. The code for these Search Boxes
was manually uploaded into the system by the technical
department, via Technical Consultants. They are then
provided to Affiliates, and copied by Affiliates .
directly onto their sites. As such, if any changes or
updates to the Search Box are made by the Merchant, the

Affiliate is required to generate new code, and replace

the current code on his/her site.

This is replaced by the inventive process discussed
above relating to the Rich Media features. The only
difference is the type of creative. Search Box is
associated with search box and drop down banners, while
Rich Media is associated with all other types of links
that feature interactivity and designed using Java, XML,
and other special coding. While the process for

tracking these two forms of promotion are kept separate,
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10

15

Media APl to wap code for use in the pronotion of 5
products on the hbtmork. 1. Merchant will enter these

w@200a/00@6pl ate in ‘other_htm'. The "cut her ePCT/US2003/021387

rg&ﬁects the ease of cut and paste application of the
afgdiengharacteristing ﬂﬁ%&&mplementatﬂéh are the

<Hihe> sBORY: fapRletq9de= j Card. class” codebase=
hftp://bi - ggf%} epghkhghi )i gst ae' ai i gn="basel i nd' wi dth

=238 hei ght=271 archive="jCard.jar"> 15 <a

hr ef =h{t | ost ar. conp<i ng bor der =)
src= httH%##%%%&g Rt gsfarrebnBorent / c15/ def a
ult gif w dth=238 helght =271 ></a> <PARAM NAME="o0bi "

VALUEé E <PARAM NAME=" ki oski d" VALUE=15"> <PARAM
NAVE="NPFRIRTS GRRUBES00D00DS62EE113mtePARMM, except that

NAVER" abliel bdLe; NfEHEmﬁ§%%1§% <%%%%ﬁ2ﬁ8hare required

parameters-- > Aaggaligeprovided

" sc'mn chfEk>2anpi dENERDMASRVESERBNBARMERY, 5 P@%Mled as
dﬁOdu@$|ISt VALUE=" AB00Q1/ AB0002/ BOOOS"
<Ir-Ten fikSharia!l screeppipgiudes) B@D¥ndemm15earch

-Boxes -avagldbie-to-the BPr21iihe ¢Leaginghous
generate this linking code for thg%A?p %gpg Fotfat that

________ for Richefedia, -Textual /Email, etc.
e Merchant Side—Dynamic Search Box

At the Clearinghouse server, a Web area is created
for access and is called the Search Box. 1In this
application, the drop down box for type of link will be
either Static or Dynamic. If Staﬁic, then the code that
a Merchant uploads is provided directly to the
Affiliate. If Dynamic, then the system wraps a
Clearinghouse API script tag around fhe code so that the

code can be changed and updated at any time.
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<script src=http://ad.linksynergy.com fs-bin/show?!d=1
Mh2xi g9xNO&bi ds=11111 1 &t ype=14&subi d=0> 35

WO L@B00O6E - - ------ - - end---------- 3. The C earCnyhmoye21387

"show programw || generate Java script that wites
out: 26 WD 2004/ 006068x2aH1ES2003/ 021387

................... <BODY> <appl et
Code—"Tla%rﬁ y_%‘g%mg?s an exampylé of the prese%rtJ:

Cﬂd@@@’@_ﬁe" f 4 : 4hbk 081 881 8POdheonkhi (gShLageaLihgnRy
eI i pe" W dth=238 <HTM.> <BCODY> <appl et code=
%{achagsto wrap code for use in the promotlon of

;EF)_,gg / . epod. coni bi gstar™
i gn= lEas i ne vﬁé%ﬁé%B 10 hei ght =271
archive="jCard.jar"> <a

href ="ht t p: St bord
src="http. #%r ?r?? q“ép%% coﬁn? bggﬁ?/ éﬁnﬁoﬁ@ﬂPgéFQ/ A&
awttheyt fh'ni dt h*ﬂﬁ@ *@atghlhe£8'1>fé§1°ecEEAE%\M DAVE=¢bicy ¢
VALUE=15" > <PARAM NAME="ki oski d" VALUE=15"> 15 <PARAM
IRANME 3T & skep MigaiEkam 09D 008s 3rsquipaRAMioding .
NAME="attri bute" VALUE=A00018"> <!--LinkShare
regul-dugdrgraramet ers- - > <PARAM NAMVE="Isn click url"
VALME= http://click.linksynergy.conlfs 20
BPRP¥T i ck?i d=1Vh2Xi g9xNQO&of f er i d=4506&u1=1234&sku=<RD
PARI\/I1><§pp eiﬁ’, TMWE—" Lopuet LSt i
VAL UE o010 1t e SRR LBy >

<a href=http://www. blqstar com><|mg border=)

src=http:/bigstar.epod. com/blqstar/ComDonent/m 5/default.gif width=238 height=271></a>

<PARAM NAME="0bj" VALUE=15">

<PARAM NAME="kioskid” VALUE=15">

<PARAM NAME="affksk” VALUE=1000000863">

<PARAM NAME="attribute” VALUE=A00018">

<!--LinkShare required parameters-- >

<PARAM NAME="Isn_click_url"

VALUE= “<lsn click>&tmpid=1&RD_PARM1=<RD_PARM1>"

<PARAM NAME="productlist’ VALUE="AB0001/AB0002/AB0003"
<{--end of LinkShare-- >

</applet>
</BODY>
</HTML?
end
2. The Clearinghouse will generate this linking

code for the Affiliate:

cut here
</script src=http://ad.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/show?id=1Mh2xiqOxN0&bids=11111.1&tyne=14&subid=0>
</script?

end

3. The Clearinghouse ‘show’ program will generate

Java script that writes out:
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</HTM.? 25 ---------- end--------- 4. At this point,
the Merchant will display their Java and VB script,

wer@4/00dosé he user clicks on any product, Mer cPemus20$/021387

r epl ace t he <RD PARML> in the 30 C earinghouse
TS Bk Tt variable with the sku nunmber that

usgaDYgI icks on: ---------- cut here------- Locat i on:
ht t p: / 4appibtedeldoakeymeer gy. cont f s- bi n/ cl i ck?i d=I Mh2Xi g9x
NO&of f @dé¢belsed Btk =) 3d &aitiimBBaRAI baselne width=238nd

------ <HTMLB5 Al t hough the invention has been described

i (%fg &% c%,{% purpose of illustration, it is to

be Undghabaio ikt oHEtnfiekal bichSoGheld Lok that

pur posieigatazi1 altmbe="j0=d ja@t 1 ONS can be nmde %herel n by

t hose @wrdf#mulmmhMaﬂmg Wrdehout departing fromthe

Spl rits'ey p:idhigs 5 -c_3_< au_om /Gampanantie] 5/ddgta t%@ﬁﬁp@ height=271></a>

M ggatl ons are descri bed

tthUgJMRAMN mE- &ma&v LLﬁza‘idoﬁ‘Gboaéﬁll s is for

il usthARAmsArme@msLes vAaBsE=Aodohgs forns of visual
or<-dini$hateaeqy lf@speliatnailewsehs coul d 45 be provi ded.

and
Such v<§f‘f<%l‘€\}\"§ﬁ§ gl E' in the spirit and scope of
the i nyRtbi@pn LN 42 gﬂuye'ﬁ%olggﬁh%m%?
What i <GARAVANAREE" ,ir&duaihst NMW uter
net\/\/or<lkappl¢tat includes a plurality of Merchant

c nfers and a plurality of content provider

ccmujngrs, each Merchant 5 conputer providing
conput er - based access to at |east one of goods and

servi ces, the stem conpri Si nl\%;
4, At this point, the Merchant will display their

Java and VB script, etc. If the user clicks on any
product, Merchant will replace the <RD PARM1> in the
Clearinghouse “lsn_click url” variable with the sku

number that user clicks on:

cut here

Location: htp://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/click ?id=1Mh2Xiqg@xN0&offerid=4508&u1=1 234&sku=AB0001
--------- end-----—----

Although the invention has been described in detail
for the purpose of illustration, it is to be understood
that such detail is solely for that purpose and that

variations can be made therein by those skilled in the

~ art without departing from the spirit and scope of the

invention. For example, although Rich Media
presentations are described throughout the
specification, this is for illustrative purposes, as
other forms of visual and/or audible presentations could
be provided. Such variations are within the spirit and

scope of the invention.
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a O earinghouse server coupled to the conputer
networ k, wherein the content provider conputers are

w@aooi/006066 an Affiliate network and are progranP@dUs03/021387

provide 10 pronotional  |inks transferring Users
aibatsimgchatwatieds provider server first to the
d earifghou e ver,. and thence, to a Merchant

se ,
conputer fo FX@%%Wiﬁﬁergﬁu@FF RdFOMR8E_A gretwork that
| hholwads 0f; pWieaei Byt Be (GeeahbRghUsR ReNE A S 5
|l oaded with a 15 conputer programfor selecting
pPHwER 1 bral of i aRBEEBE BEEVidernt kemplttierisat eatdt Werdchant

t t. L Lk Cc ri.si_ng one or nore

aonTE e oy PPat b BofiBibe rEBIRE IR o e ome
onke gfods amdi aenviuésuathepeyseemabbegaﬂi%itd@e. Users,
wherein the presentation is 20 included within a

common codi ng protocol for selective placenent on the
Affiliat@l eetinghoude Fbeveystetpdbdckai Whk MAgRRIdE

thq: d.earinghouse server is loaded with a partitioned
WYk e i that CPrbINEeBreEpdrat conprasisomre part
Mer s £ 201 Adde kb At e c t.ations far

sel ective uploa§$%%%%ﬁ% %@&n %édﬁgaggé&%%ﬁeEgygfg%%ﬁe

A AHALE oihler bl mk s heraps Bseningi Uasrar acheskadgby ieitent

J ouse _seryer. 8 2004/ 006066
Sﬁdé%gﬁj%’g‘i%’é#ﬁ?t 1‘%% %)Et gﬁ?%FlEEQPHﬁT, SEfEeE nand,
tfierress et at innscieaet hoshsde by @o%fé{}%tviﬁ@"g%%ct
5. The é%ften1of.claln1l, wherein the presentations
ARE/98 S99 GHE e BB consi sting of: 5 e-mail
search box, text, banner, and storefront. 6. The

systemof claim1, further conprising
wherein the Clearinghouse server is loaded with a

computer program for selecting promotional links for use
in the Affiliate network, the promotional links each
comprising one or more applets for local execution so as

to provide at lest one of an audio or wvisual

 presentation to the Users, wherein the presentation is

included within a common coding protocol for selective

placement on the Affiliate network.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the
Clearinghouse server is loaded with a partitioned Web
Site program that provides separate areas for Merchant
and Affiliate access to presentations for selective

uploading and downloading.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the

bPresentations are hosted by the Clearinghouse server.
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progranmm ng for selectively incorporating the
presentations in a Java script to create a conmon. API

wo en40e®edy a plurality of Merchants. 10 7. TheCHYS1083021387

of claim1, wherein one or more Affiliates access the
d ear i Aghouddesdvat e risgiledm e whagesii othene or

£esMBkeRAR, OLHEN 1% e B 1yl 1F UMShER Of L,
\r/\TEergi nthe d ggr%r ngho&sebgelr?iver trac tg @e@h{%}
interactions with the 15 presentations. 9. A nethod

for magagin g)g;%tti |k pr s

I nter ngt - bagg%rc rrpuetqrg?anedtl\%g?[k,l't ﬁeeﬂ&erree lJI}ur)]tc}'?é]

cprpeEsiay ithe strepsedfecta)]d fraci i gtau@l ¢dysting of :
proposed 20 pronptional |inks on a C earinghouse

SBr 3ﬁf’oﬁe§%€§5ng’oxby%ﬁéﬁrch edhd/ad“rda AT EIE - b)

| oadi ng a conputer programon the C earinghouse

server for configuring sel ect, pronotional |inks for
use by®Affi P&t & Sttﬁnbioffegﬁaﬁa{) ent TP fewmrrsing

£o8FaffBi 8gMeeharh St 142190 12044 00606;
gﬁCT(/D S%OOS/ 821387 c) cS(:)Lur c?pf])gf} t he "confi g?ﬁ etélesel ect

pP@ﬁﬁ?Il‘éﬁﬁﬁOInisnliSl o Jelve Afcfiiptattes cravatal)a prawiati gPI
a C [ for ntr.ali zed di.ting of the select
p?%grm ?%n%y Fi Rl%g&t%}lgﬁfdpgr Mf%rcjhaélt%‘e Mer chant s at
the d earinghouse server. 10. The nethod of claim7,
V\,hereiz the_,d eari nghouse.server tracks, comerce

f

associ Ated WEhSYRESTs 8l eEt 2ot MRS M Of MofR
netholi atesl aictels Wher elbathe®Rhe@d sever for selective

review of one or more Merchant offerings.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the
Clearinghouse server tracks User interactions with the

presentations.

9. A method for managing promotional links
provided in an Internet-based computer network, the

method comprising the steps of:

a) placing a plurality of proposed
promotional links on a Clearinghouse server for access

by Merchants and/or Affiliates;

b) loading a computer program on the
Clearinghouse server for configuring select promotional
links for use by Affiliates to direct potential

customers to one or more Merchants;
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10 pronotional links are selected fromthe group
consisting of: a search box, e-mail, dynam c text,

wa@pa4appbet - driven pronotion. 12. The net hod PET/TEZ03021387

11, wherein, the pronotional |inks are selected from
t he group cansi stdsowgciltly dhe ace@iqhrddXse @ c

text nd Java .scri pt ro i.aon. 13. The_met hod of
cpgf)}ﬂo%ior\i?ﬂegéi St%éD tg}eo%fttﬁ Le5nidR$ wrapped in
a Java script tag. 14. The nethod of claim 10, further

conpri si ng f}:ﬂe 20 st, of wrappi ng, sel ect pronotional
links in Javd scAYRV: %o et GeHgralized

centit@hgoloft ha LRt JllRfona30 11inks by and/or for

the Merchants at the Clearinghouse server.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the
Clearinghouse server tracks commerce associated with the

select pfomotional links.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the select
promotional links are selected from the group consisting
of: a search box, e-mail, dynamic text, and applet-

driven promotion.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein, the
promotional links are selected from the group consisting
of: a search box, dynamic text, and Java script

promotion.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the

promotional link is wrapped in a Java script tag.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising the
step of wrapping select promotional links in Java script
tag to permit centralized control of the content

thereof.
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