IA a process for renoving ethyl acetate froma process stream conprising
vinyl acetate, 5 acetic acid, water and an ethyl acetate inpurity, by
the steps of: (a) introducing the process streamto a distillation
colum, (b) distilling the process streamto obtain a vinyl
acetate-containing fraction at an upper end of the distillation colum and
an acetic acid- containing fraction at a | ower end of said
distillation colum, and (c) withdrawing, a si de stream conpri sing
the ethyl acetate froman internediate region of the distillation 10
colum, it has been found that by withdrawi ng the side stream as a vapour,

t he concentration of ethyl acetate obtainable fromthe distillation
colum is higher than the concentration of ethyl acetate obtainable
by wi thdrawing the side streamas a |liquid and is greater than 10 %

by wei ght of the side stream

ABSTRACT

PROCESS FOR PURIFYING A PROCESS STREAM

In a process for removing ethyl acetate from a process stream comprising vinyl acetate,
S acetic acid, water and an ethyl acetate impurity, by the steps of : (a)introducing the
process stream to a distillation column, (b) distilling the process stream to obtain a vinyl
acetate-containing fraction at an upper end of the distillation column and an acetic acid-
containing fraction at a lower end of said distillation column, and (c) withdrawing, a
side stream comprising the ethyl acetate from an intermediate region of the distillation
10 . column, it has been found that by withdrawing the side stream as a vapour, the
concentration of ethyl acetate obtainable from the distillation column is higher than the
concentration of ethyl acetate obtainable by withdrawing the side stream as a liquid and

is greater than 10 % by weight of the side stream.
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