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When a | arger nunber of prediction nodes are provided in generation
of intra-frane predicted signals, node information to identify an
intra-franme prediction nethod of a target block is efficiently
encoded. An inmage predictive encodiggSmRACd i ncl udes: 10

determ nation of an optinmum predi ction node froma plurality of
prediction MTMMAGHPHEDICT ROIRNG MEBHOD! IRAGE PREDICICEODING BEVECEd
signal is generated according to the node; a residual signal is
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predi cted signal; the residual signal and the optinmum prediction node
15 are encodd@dTHOYENEAGEEPREDIND ITHSCSODISGIDEVICE NANED MpIAESS @R B IgTal
Is restored; the restored signal is stored as a reproduced pi xel
signdl . | n tHECODENGARROGRAMe encodi ng, a candi date prediction node
list is generated as one containing elenents of optinmum prediction
nodes of a pl ural iWhenf aplaggéo nsinybere pf opitedéctidit anbdeserghprovidegdt ine
target 20 block; a flag to indicate whether the |list contalins an

el ement cor rgeneoatidmgof oirttie fieme npredictedi ctigals rogedes irforndstin ao
index to the corresponding elenment is encoded if the corresponding
el ement is pdesefy ahnntradramstpredicticpriethod pfediacgetdnockde cffciently
encoded based on nunbering the elenents_in the list, unless there is
no correspordicagedsel enbnt imagee predictive g@neoding method includes:

10 determination of an optimum prediction mode from a plurality of
prediction methods for a pixel signal of a target block; a predicted
signal 1s generated according to the mode; a residual signal is
determined between the pixel signal of the target block and the
predicted signal; the residual signal and the optimum prediction mode

15 are encoded to generate a compressed signal; the compressed signal is
restored; the restored signal is stored as a reproduced pixel signal. In
the prediction mode encoding, a candidate prediction mode list is
generated as one containing elements of optimum prediction modes of
a plurality of previously-reproduced blocks neighboring the target

20 block; a flag to indicate whether the list contains an element
corresponding to the optimum prediction mode is encoded; an index to
the corresponding element is encoded if the corresponding element is
present in the list; the optimum prediction mode is encoded based on
numbering the elements in the list, unless there is no corresponding

25 element in the list.
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