SYSTEM METHOD AND DEVI CE FOR SELECTED CONTEN DI STRI BUTI ON BACKGROUND OF
THE I NVENTION Field of the Invention [0001] The present invention
generally relates to content distribution and nore particularly to a
system nethod, and device for selected content distribution, such as
advertising content distribution. D SCUSSI ON OF THE BACKGROUND [ 00021
Traditional television advertising (e.g., broadcast) involves interrupting
preferred content with unrel ated segnents of advertising content. Since the
content neSYSTEM, METHODAND DEVICERORSEIUDETED €EGNTENTuUNr el at ed
advertising content waiting HIRTRIBUPIGNErred content to resune playing.
[0003] In recent years, content consunption devices, for exanple, recording

and/ or pl ayback devi ' corders (PVR s), and the
| i ke, have been int m%@i’ @%ﬁﬁ@“ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg devi ces whi c% can

r ecor d Firld efithednventitivo and/ or vi deo content to some formof menory, for
exanpl ndom agces : ter |.Sk. dEl , Because
recor df‘?%’éﬁ gnd pl g@? Hrgeg%lgtg@ﬁ%n %%%@gtraﬁ%eg%e%n?éerﬁgfsﬁﬁ l%:u\(glﬁ\?}eaﬁlﬁer%tm for the
CoNsSUNpiirsicilags & 6eysta@rsmethed poduleaice fhiodeleekanonent disifibutios, sachesand name of
a kind of PVR Another _exanple is Wndows XP Media Center Edition, which
i ncor padvriésing epateny/distriléipRonal ity in a personal conputer (PC). [0004]
Generally, PVR s have features, such as pause, fast forward, rew nd,
commer ci al - ski p, et CDISCHS§HJN£E?H§E-HA£KQROUNI¥)I ay features
These-features effectively elimnate the need to watch, for exanple,

non- pr @02} ed adVesditiomialiglevision advertising (e.g., broadcast) involves interrupting

preferred content with unrelated segments of advertising content. Since the content
needs to be watched “live” the consumer views the unrelated advertising content

waiting for the preferred content to resume playing.

[0003] In recent years, content consumption devices, for example, recording
and/or playback devices, such as personal video recorders (PVR’s), and the like, have
rbeen introduced, for example, including devices which can record broadcast audio
and/or video content to some form of memory, for example, random access memory,
computer hard disk drives, etc. Because recording and playing back the content is
extremely convenient for the consumer, these devices are popular. For example, TiVo
. is a brand name of a kind of PVR. Another example is Windows XP Media Center
Edition, which incorporates the PVR functionality in a personal computer (PC).

[0004] Generally, PVR’s have features, such as pause, fast forward, rewind,

commercial—skip,—etc.;(also-referred—to—as—trick —play features).— Thesefeatures

effectively eliminate the need to watch, for example, non-preferred advertising
content in order to resume watching preferred content, when watching recorded
content. However, as these devices increase in popularity, the traditional advertising

market is at risk.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] Therefore, there is a need for a system and method that can be used to

minimize the risks posed to the advertising market by content consumption devices,



content in. order to resune watching preferred content, when watching
recorded content. However, as these devices increase in popularity, the
traditional advertising market is at risk. SUVMARY OF THE | NVENTI ON [ 0005]
Therefore, there is a need for a systemand nmethod that can be used to
mnimze the risks posed to the advertising market by content consunption
devi ces, such as recording arid/or playback devices, such as personal video

recor defih asebording! ddd/ok pilybadkodeveea Rk as Pembid videoateaduerdit.skng rel at ed
to broadcast content can he ngOVIdbd in order to maintain the advertising

sEbsi dilmédfonr exathpies tnema focats. ofTAdveatising related Bt PrepdageseH eCaRB essed by
the system .nmethpod, device . 1 trQf I
enbod Bistied TRt REMAE AR RTR BN AR REARYE ifTuble, SRBMP B0

as advgnd bk fecddRttidreskdit 1y lRUSSEmMOmefhodedevige, and cemputevpdgomehannel s of
a content consunption device, such as.perésnal vi deo, recorder. nerally, a
dev :c c e prasictsyfdbeencapiay gmbgdimenisnwhichdngindes {or s amBlenisting sHeHHele access to
preferre c ent sel d; , Ve LEhS) tent, in
audi o gwﬂwgfgg%_ggd%%ﬁ%§§°8@E§’g@gﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁyf§§§?3 %gggggg?%%%ggﬁﬁﬂgnitor trick
pl ay f ungtomeslconsumsioaliledise,padsas perdomst viflar weorder. r@everadly, e devies ci al  ski p,

etc., t ent ' device,. . f '
cont enfr BT 4SBAROIES HEnieHRURT SHECUBIL CBh TBEhPRes QUgHoPgL. o
advert kéﬁt{?xﬁggﬂt@ﬂg&rad Mt NG cRY b RRIShEEHR] ih S)dio[:08/06Lidle ot ngl y-, i n

one aspec e present invention there is provided a nethod, system
devi ceThaegemplapudavicepriroystam q@nadergtor ek play fendbignality. vehae el a content

consunptiqn deyi ce, jncludin etecting an acti 3 he cont ent
onsunBt et Eu i aTiReaE S0k faprd 4 coRa QisBRbuAL TG ep Tt 7

per f or pRRGAe AurinkHeidibd Sditert plagbadk)end tidh eikerttRe fitedpddbgomtenarsutine devi ce on
the avail abl'e channel; and playing the selected content on the device on

t he avas-ddyisitisingheomtaat, on the available channel(s).

[0006] Accordingly, in one aspect of the present invention there is provided a
method, system, device, and computer program product for distributing content to a
content consumption device, including detecting an action performed on the content
consumption device that makes available a channel of the device by performance of
the action; selecting content to be played on the device on the available channel; and

playing the selected content on the device on the available channel.

[0007] Still other aspects, features, and advantages of the present invention are
readily apparent from the following detailed description, simply by illustrating a

number of exemplary embodiments and implementations, including the best mode

contemplated-for-carrying-out-the-present-invention.— The-present-invention also is

capable of other and different embodiments, and its several details can be modified in -
various respects, all without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention. Accordingly, the drawings and descriptions are to be regarded as

illustrative in nature, and not as restrictive.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The embodiments of the present invention are illustrated by way of
example, and not by way of limitation, in the figares of the accompanying drawings

and in which like reference numerals refer to similar elements and in which:
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100071 Still other aspects, features, and advantages of the present

i nvention are readily apparent fromthe foll ow ng detail ed description,
sinply by illustrating a nunber of exenplary enbodi nents and

i npl enment ati ons, including the best node contenpl ated-forcarrying-out
the-present inverntion. 't'he-present invention also is capable of other
and different enbodi nents, and its several details can he nodified in
var i ousi0P8¥pect s,FI&. 11 wi aHopdevdk flawchary iflustwiinge ppresk tfonddlivsimge of t he

present__invention. Accordingl he draw n and .descriptions are to be

e gar deelsed g iiepiiieniat meqrpint (ol iebad SelfRa Ve " Br £

DESCRI P OF T DRAW NGS [ 0008] The enpodi nents. of. the_present invention
are ill bﬁilat ed ByGndyS 8iiagesm Fé}’“%‘ﬁd“%f”cﬁgg"\/@vﬁ?ng P‘i’#ete i"’é‘H, in the

fi gur e qoluiisiie BRERMRARNIRG PRy BRflobihciiacll |1 ke reference nuneral s
refer to simlFar elénments and in Ich: [0009] FIG 1 is a top-I|evel

1 owehapbygy! | uSt ik, Bs & aBLEASP Adshiflel betds 9 %egflvg{iﬁggpxgﬁergea%advert i si ng

cont ent, cording to an exenplary e nent ; i's a diagram
of a sysiverising @awineén flar syedn verdenige pfelI6r r2e dicandingadvar exemiplgycont ent
accordi n%t_o an exenpl ary enbodi nent; and [0011] FIG 3 is a flowhart

i |l ustredt Oﬁﬁ'ﬁ%mprocess for delivering preferred and advertising content in

the systemor device of FIG 2, according to an exenpl ar enbodi nment .
DETAILED DRETAIDEDOVESERIPEIPN-QERFED EMBODIMERS al | y. t he

exenpl ary enbodi mrents deal with the above-noted problens to the
advert i[8012) mar kedenpodlgd they ezamplent cobndimppts deal dwith ctbs , abowe-noedanpl e,

el D0, ESEL IO ANILEL, Blavback € ces et BhuBeasnal M0
In an xapR! ahduSRRORCHRMy aAdHEVISDE ERYREEMbEAN aPetRRAll Fille8d SO as to
oAt I’(?fe(:orders (PVRs), non-recording and/or non-playback devices, and the like. In an

exemplary embodiment, a device or system can be configured so as to require

commercials be watched. For example, an exemplary device or system can be

configured to recognize commercial or advertising content and disable the ability of

the device to perform trick play functionality, such as pause, fast forward, rewind,

commercial skip, etc., during commercial or advertising content distribution. In a

further exemplary embodiment, a user of the device or system optionally can agree to

watch a commercial or advertisement that can be related to the content being viewed

(e.g., referred to as Ad Telescoping). The exemplary embodiments can leverage

available screen time, audio time, etc., for example, to play back commercials,

advertisements, other selected content, etc.

—[0013]——Thus; an—exemplary metliod —and-system—is—provided—for—inserting ™= o

selected content, such as advertising content, into an audio and/or video channel of a
content consumption device, such as personal video recorder, for example, during
times when such a channel is not being used for playing of preferred content. The
exemplary embodiments can be implemented such that a consumer has no choice with
respect to the playing of advertising content, wherein such functionality can be built
into the exemplary device or system and or media used by the exemplary system or

device. In further exemplary embodiment, the consumer can agree to the playing of



commerci al s be watched. For exanple, an exenplary device or system can be
configured to recogni ze comercial or advertising content and di sable the
ability of the device to performtrick play functionality, such as pause,
fast forward, rewind, comercial skip, etc., during comercial or
advertising content distribution. In a further exenplary enbodi nent, a
user of the device or systemoptionally can agree to watch a conmercial or
adver t i slzantiningt eatent aduring aelilabledaittome.hd denpbyingbef grisinekimds ofe. g. |

v | b ST R oS REE B e B TheCpu R R ey By 79°
COMMEr Cdng cert@d LR hAlALIE RIS ESe.g.t, Rten SLVid64 Bf a6dIBlcBMne]l & Rlle btORE3L- - - -
0

Thus, an exciiiplary--inefh and systemi s-provi ded=for-inserting selected

cont entdurigg tickagaydipdhe pying of setan adveriging egntent drongerdiagy avpilale channel of
a content con Lon device, such as personal video recorder, for
exanpl ea,rhfﬂfl’ ?%d;tlﬁ%li(ﬁ'es when such a channel is not being used for playing of

preferr ontent, The exenmplary enbodiments can be,inplenented such that
B onsUlBMinas *novehareemis A tieseBuEtonts rRegag! Ay SRR ts ng
cont entean WRGERIY be i Bxdhdied foP Béthd fype ©ABerREit RIMhk ondulile®. Fheex@pp| ary device
or systemand or nedia used by the exenplary systemor device. In further

exenpl angh ehtyedit pambe canfigursdnie berwariabdpdengndiagt ot exrengle. i the tyee ohdverti si ng
content during.availdable airti he playis al |.nds of
advert iagfeﬁalegg YPE n(%f 4 ﬁ?rﬁﬁ%m%{lv’a%q% %gf g%gcr taﬁgre%?/e ]?%' ?%leﬁg[péaryf%xﬁglﬁa?gadvert I Si ng

cont entemb@ddimdigs, GRI1ER] bf Batifit 341 Ear@bided @ the€v@ume \Whedvetisimgdlemieat audi o
channel is idle but not during.trick play), to the playing of certain

adver t idsliviged dhe dapetturanrRy lostet 4f theagevas esreey (o Plae, OT 00l CHEAR | ke. [0014]
Such aglpfes‘rﬂgﬂg,s s®fh ag}ﬁgsgﬂglmrm%ﬁ@gem AN AL REY Bl Stypek Gentent ' can

option e~in exc or so pe Gt “Benefit to I nsuner. For
exanpl adversisiad, eac.benefit can he configured to be variabl e depending, for
exanpl e, on the type of

[0015] In addition, the exemplary embodiments can be employed where a
distribution means exists to make the preferred and advertisement content available to
the consumer. For example, the available content can be segmented and labeled as
“preferred,” “personalized advertisement,” “regional advertisement,” and the like, and

distributed to the content consumption device without a need for recording.

[0016] Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference numerals
designate identical or corresponding parts throughout the several views, and more
particularly to FIG. 1 thereof, there is illustrated a top-level flowchart of a process for

delivering preferred and advertising content to a content consumption device,

according to-amexemplary-embodiment—InFIG-1; both-of such-forms-of content-can—---- =

be distributed via any suitable number of .mech;mi-sms, sﬁchuas .over“tht"a .air l:;foadéést;
internet broadcasts, cable broadcasts, satellite broadcasts, recorded media broadcasts,
etc. Thus, a device or system of the exemplary embodiments can have available to it
both the preferred and advertising content (e.g., digital and/or analog content), for

example, via steps 102-106 and 112-116.

[0017] At step 108, the user of the device or system can select preferred
content for consumption, such as viewing, and at step 110 a device, module or

component within the exemplary device or system can be configured to monitor the

4



agreenent, type of advertisenent, volune of use, and the like. In further
exenpl ary enbodi nents, the |evel of benefit can vary based on the vol une
of advertising content delivered, the benefit can be lower if the consuner
agrees to play of only certain advertising, such as personalized targeting
advertisenment versus other types of advertising, etc. [001.5] In addition,
t he exenphg&%@enbodlnents can be enpl oyed where a _distribution means

exi st's 4sag er)rreferpﬁcbr@r%candﬁ@ela@omn dereistancayatlehie apdigior a4l to the
CONSUMER,., eﬁ)rgﬁ' g eé l}agﬁi 8}{2;1 g 1@1?&0%'3{1& %%?er,gs%cﬁ%g%ﬁg fibn %?d | abel ed

as "preferre personal’l ze I senent onal vertisenent,
and t hdnitiaken oﬁa]dcrec:ﬁ siver muds dtdpo phuse, ﬁr@tnmanrrdpmmmﬂmbnmrdelvsm wi t hout a

need for, recording. [0016] Referring now to th wherein |ike
r ef er erfbde SRQYBIANIE Mefesp GHRRIStaTY BT Aic- 15“ Biep &é@ﬁg ‘i‘?ﬁ'&lffé(r(&‘cf’hr oughout
the sevgr ZA et/ cGiBe c@:ﬁ%n‘i@f for eRam EJIBCHJ Sl ééléc&d%ld%rtlgingQgﬁt@ﬁ’tf frothAgre is

I 1 lustrat a top-| f T owchar a process elitvering preferred
and ad\adwemsmggomamttxemsrmq @.gc.onmembrys ohsuhgisk, oerodding oedia, a remote
-accordiE%Hto an- exe of.-su r ms- of

. |l n-Fl
cont enteREHOWe cff-5 R ’Eﬁerét)d/thg Sﬁ?eéﬁ;aeg‘mt‘?négpé ﬁﬁn‘f)"é‘? @f’ GhaRa: an , such as

over tRQe@plarPdRAGCASYstem!thl @nBGhpliiPRdeasts, cable broadcasts, satellite
broadcasts, recorded nedi a broadcasts etc. Thus a device or system of

t he exqﬁﬂsﬁr y e”WiO?gf%ﬁs Sﬁ&ﬂfaﬁ%aﬁl‘sg' lc')ﬂ?rm thé cxé?lgﬁl theiRref erred and

advertising content digital and/ g con for exanpl e,
vi a st epsierh0 2Fdi0é&kaanpde, b2 - Kidd of [phdart¢d Abntsmteq:ldm@ kinde oﬁgdwem'ﬁing he device

or system can sele ref er ent. for ti ch .as vi ew ng,
and at °SpEpt ‘?E’fg’eef’ngéﬂ’/ etV (h%'ﬂi‘a?%tc &’“8 r‘fBBtﬁ’étrﬁ“ ?ﬁt%@%@?{gﬁﬂgary devi ce
or sysi:8MchtEinlR Gy B iAckelPthERBdrAsing RonthRaBR 19§e1éd1a1 rekRYdrpd content,
and |dentQmiy when there is an avail abl e audi o or video channel, for

S

exanpl eepdrds ed vncteprgfestaf] combet isiewse, @ state, such as sel ection or

[0019] In addition, the preferred and selected content can include any suitable
type of content, wherein the selected content need not be advertisements. For
example, the selected content can include a video on a short subject, a cartoon,
soothing music, a personal message, and the like. Further, the advertising content can

even be content that is also preferred content.

[0020] Further, the preferred and selected content can be displayed
simultaneously. For example, the selected content, such as advertising content in the
form of a text banner streaming along the bottom of a screen of the content

consumption device, can be displayed simultaneously with the preferred content, in

the-form-of vrdeo Hfor- example——a MOVie-Or-Sports-event-or preferred -content-in-the—— - - - -

form of audro for example when a radio broadcast or musical content is bemg T

listened to on a content consumption device that has a video screen.

[0021] Accordingly, a channel need not necessarily be free, so long as a
portion of the channel is available for playing the selected content. For example, in an
analog TV broadcast, unused text space used to carry text pages to the TV screen, and
which can be selected via a text mode, can be employed to play the selected content.
In addition, in the case of Internet media distribution, for example, to a Windows

Media Player running on a PC, and the like, the simultaneous display of the preferred

5



initiation of a screen saver anode, stop, pause, fast forward, rew nd,
comercial skip, slide show, radio node, a proprietary feature, etc. At
step 118, the exenplary device or systemcan be configured, for exanple,
to pull selected advertising content froman advertising content
repository (e.g., a nenory, a hard disk, recording nedia, a renote
repository, etc.) and insert the. selected content into the avail able
channelandfselebted cortenptar inchide ipopping wys cenespondiog s odpy ioonvibgowshe user.

[ 0018] Vgriqg% types of content can be enpl oyed by the exenplary device or
syst emEHEMEanni e, one kind of preferred content and two kinds of

adverti g con t _can be enployed, t Kin f .eferred.  content and
t wo kiﬂﬁ@ﬂgf advéﬁai%F%@dwgﬁﬁfétfSﬁ%ﬂnﬁéﬁﬁﬁfﬁ2@%§¥‘§B$Fgﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬂegdvertising
cont entynfi N@fie ey %g%tgg es‘liixﬁfl gzgfdﬁﬁlrérﬁﬁﬁ%’hcdﬁ?e%%”@éco?&ng\’flbcﬁn pgfptdrpd content

is in use, etc. tion, e preferred and sel ected content can
i ncl udendoyinsmi.t BOFIS. 2 Ypexohphonswtan ondere 200 ¢up.indedecx tepdsibont ent need

not he vertis nts. For.  ex l.e. the selected co t C i nclude a

U deo FROLOL IS sy ich € aRryne BT rigPiRePe DA KBRS  nessage.
and t heohieki an BWilaBR chahi ndAN©fihé Fbvite, €BRBAEt GAModENEGDE gafibent that is
al so preferred content. [0020] Further, the preferred and sel ected content

can be adil/epvidge dendsirimg| deaiveo aponepbpr enaeiily €08, tthuses dntedfpeeddeidem ent , such
as advertisin ontent ,i M .t he r nper. . st ] | ong the
bot t om“Gf"P §nesn P g él}\Odgl © %d(; ¢ g n ‘é% I)%cf g‘%g%n}ﬁ}%ﬁ%%g%egﬁ%ef Cé@ﬁ%‘%g h( ?s pl gyed

si mul t aneRUSPI2. WTh$ dbVieesp compoicnets combeilts 202212 iche chmrmmizhte- withieo,
for-exanple;--a-inovie-or- .sports- event-or-preferred--content-in-the--

f or m ofagLRie ovebyidex Bwsdld, andirudiobus 240 8T BYS 8% geitabls CORBYRGANIOnt ent | s
bei ng _Lisfgened to on a content consunption device that has a video screen.
[ 0021] "Accordingly, a channel need not necessarily he free. so long as a

por t1 Ofjgdify t Ne- - GPRMNGHer kel B hEN:, PLAHLIML LGRS fdasient ent - For

exanpl an
configured to determine when to pull content from the repositories 202 and 204, and a

repository filling component or module also can be provided. The repositories 202
and 204 can include any suitable content storage devices, such memory devices, hard

disks, recording media, and the like.

[0024] Thus, the exemplary device or system 200 has access to the
repositories 202 and 204 for the selected content, such as advertising content, and the
preferred content. In further exemplary embodiments, however, more than two
repositories can be employed or one repository can be employed for both the selected

and preferred content, wherein a mechanism or component to differentiate the type of

content-canbe-provided; so-that-the-appropriate-content-can-be-selected: - R

[0025] The content stored on the repositories 202 and 204 can include content
that is audio in nature or video in nature or both. In further exemplary embodiments,
such content can include content in any suitable form, such as text, web pages, a
software program, etc., wherein the monitoring component or module 206 has access

to the repositories 202 and/or 204 storing such content.

[0026] The rendering device 208, such as a television, a PC, audio device,

etc., via the user interface 210, allows the user to select content from the repositories



anal og TV broadcast, unused text space used to carry text pages to the TV
screen, and which can be selected via a text node, can be enployed to play
the selected content. |In addition, in the case of Internet media

di stribution, for exanple, to a Wndows Media Player running on a PC, and
the like, the simultaneous display of the preferred and sel ected content
can include popping up a correspondi ng wi ndow or wi ndows, and the I|ike.

[ 0022] 2P2Gnd2204sfaa ahinsgmptinnof Depending onothe datire of 200 coofender iother i ng

preferred d selected content, such advertising.content,. according to
B exeripiiarsy i apyRiE Fmm Ry anodic oiE ol Kt aly 9 RR PPl B ce' 200
can i nehdigtfrepisiipPRPbLOFY 202R2pth& o £ Bfidsed cBAHCEBE the SUdRriag dedier ti sing
content, a repository 204 for preferred content, an avail abl e channel

noni t o20Bg Aevie aser selepsnastiond withpthg| wser awerfacgn2Hldivdio amt/'oy wideqi deo
renderi devi ce, conponeni,.o | e 20 i ac | ce,
conponéﬁ%"%ﬁ ﬁ%ﬁﬂ?@gﬁjgﬁﬁghﬁ %”ﬁggﬂ“%#ﬁﬂgFéﬁggﬁﬁgﬁiﬁ%ﬁ%&g %%3@%%, conponent

or  No@HireRERcorhb QvaRiblE @hc nEPHAES RbBpOientiRd Uh&kl2 086 pliddthe ommuni cat e
with each other over videg bus 214 and audi o _bus_ 21,6 or over any suitable

comunRERIiERS corent e the ayagallgchanpehor ¢happds. ETheadicatisnecsanyat dht | a

sSwW t chi | 0, ) ul | content
Fr om t KAV pEBITRRRE Ty BE SABAUL Tor BRIIEHAGR dul KB MBRCIBT I Bk onent. or
nodul e oah stueast the stpteahatdeatle dl¢tannd posildbds. | Bs 0@ pleaifdh@0kr sdects ncl ude any

suitabl e content storage devices, such mepor evices, hard i sks.
recordﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁ¥ﬁ?méhﬁﬂfg§“¥?R%@Xf§@§ﬁ§e?ﬂhg?dﬁﬂgy@iéﬁngﬁﬁrﬁ@V%%% or system

200 ha?a@sﬂfgﬁ%@ti&ﬂ bl§ic ERPBSI pIRYdEDr 282 AR 2Rdiof dddhadesliesiad content,
such as advertising content, and the preferred content. In further

exenpl dsplagedh@dd Herdike, however, nore than two repositories can be enpl oyed
or one repository can he enployed for both the sel ected
[0027] FIG. 3 is a flowchart iltustrating a process for delivering preferred and

advertising content in the system or device of FIG. 2, according to an exemplary
embodiment. In FIG. 3, at step 302, preferences of a user (advertisement preferences,
shopping preference, show preferences, purchase history, user input, etc.) can be
monitored, for example, via the user preference monitoring device, component or
module 212. At step 304, selected content based on such preferences, such as targeted
advertising, can be made available to the repository 202. The preferences monitored
need not be advertisements or pertain to things advertised. For example, if music is to
be delivered, preferences relating to types of music preferred by the user can be

monitored and corresponding content can be stored in the repository 202.

[0028] At step 306, a user can select preferred content to consume. At step

7308, the preferred content can be delivered from a repository, such asthe repository
204, in any suitable manner, for example over the air, internet, recorded media,
removable media, non-removable media, etc. At step 310, the user can request or
select a feature, for example, that makes available one or more audio and/or video
channels on the exemplary device or system 200, such as pausing of audio and/or
video content, and which action can be monitored, for example, via the available
channel monitoring device, component or module 212. At step 312, the exemplary

device or system 200 can be configured to perform the requested action. At step 314,



and preferred content, wherein a nmechanismor conponent to differentiate
the type of content-can-be-provided,;

so-t hat -t he-appropri at e-cont ent - can- be-sel ected. [0025] The content stored
on the repositories 202 and 204 can include content that is audio in nature
or video in nature or both. In further exenplary enbodi nents, such content
can include content in any suitable form such as text, web pages, a
softvvartbe memgﬂamdeetcc .or syienéi0n caide ponfigwed t(gdfticmphﬂﬁemt: csrmerodlil e 206 has

access e itories 202 r such content. [0026] The
r ender it Q/FE‘& gb’geog clydrea ‘fagllaé@ s‘gtoﬁiel’ %ﬂla %Eif&f& STV T etc., via
the useystelﬂtﬁrd 8aLbe Lnfi@lrit PG iddnarfHasd deRvéreboRiet pdARtee Bk dib raadok he
repositories 202 and 204 for consunption. Depending on the nature of the

cont entvidgo conteat, suglnes brasted averising éﬁonh@lec,f@pm’dﬂ@ 02 endrptisice 3286 can
sel ect dver | Si tent .f the ng.f e ry to place on
an unu EH' %%L{,{Jﬁg{%gb?ﬂ y eea‘faélﬁ eralurqlé) aeV| C‘Zldédzgfgm%%s @ﬁébl{ij@ agg‘%%ct s actions

Wit h t BesUuaerexefiphiry aﬁexcalﬁ,syatuﬂi 20 REH Be dblnﬁg@redcﬂﬁm’)@hﬁ)ld;&ﬁ lbgcone
avai | abl e for pl % of the adverti sing content suc channel s becone

avai | alBng/or reroY ‘ES@J?I povpraunpentsent figm b denositagd03r ovi des the adverti sing
content on the avail abl e channel or channels. The advertising content that
can be [2HNi ded ddihobgh ﬁlelewnpldry ¢mb0@manfplaee ddsershed ipieramobemitent sel ect ed

by the user nat ur e of bl e. For
o army &5REmeyih Belbf dieadingld) Sectihg shaRt pARE K UG RAN Wibn YRS
Mes sag§idedfeddedeils, Tid. ameexemﬁlartymeamﬂﬁexﬁeb@pma@he@wetmgdeames@ﬁd musi ¢ can
be played or an audi o and/ or video adverti sement di_ splayed, and the liKke.

[ 0027] 2ppligatigns, suck s meserarding prdier noRrplaypagk g?‘ae@sagdﬁeph%lpm; & ng
Becor R wANERER LA GARLEIAN nlfe BIGORTRY, SO KERBh B rer & ences
of a USEEmIﬁla@\/eemltddﬂﬁmmtarpbeed;@ﬁem tes pay-per—v1ew broadcast of a performance

by a cable television company, and the like, wherein advertising content can be

delivered before or after the performance broadcast or during any suitable break in the

broadcast, such as when the user pauses the broadcast or if there is an intermission in

the performance, and the like.

[0030] The exemplary embodiments can be applied to content already
recorded before reaching the user, such as during to the playback of a music CD or
video DVD, which a user purchases or rents. For example, when the consumer selects
the pause feature of a DVD player, advertising content can be displayed during the
pausing of the video. In an exemplary embodiment, and with equal application to

. further embodiments, the. computing code employed to implement the exemplary o

on media, such as DVD med1a, can be stored at another location, wherein the device

and/or media are configured to locate such computing code.

[0031] In an exemplary embodiment, the owner or deliverer of the selected
content can provide an identification of when there is an available audio or video
channel. For example, there programming code can be provided on media, such as a
DVD disk, which causes a condition to be created every thirty minutes of play and

which makes a channel available and results in delivery of advertising content.



shoppi ng preference, show preferences, purchase history, user input, etc.)
can be nonitored, for exanple, via the user preference nonitoring device,
conponent or nodule 212. At step 304, selected content based on such
preferences, such as targeted advertising, can be nade available to the
repository 202. The preferences nonitored need not be advertisenents or
pertain to things advertised. For exanple, if nmusic is to be delivered,
pr ef er Siwdarly,dlusing 4y aver-thpéisbigrdqesis BB apprePEate SEEUBY Camke spabrWiish he

it i . LD it 202.
ggé'zsir‘%? tria%gaﬁ*%ﬁ}éﬁﬁ&"us'eé#ﬁ%%eﬁfﬂ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%&?% PR BB BRRE T A step
, t ent t he-deli d froth i ; h
as- t he [1GHBS1 ¢ or 9 #5385 Sxembliny cBhon ARl aNHUP TSR BR ARG BObUr che air,
i Nt er NQklivdr&E OF SteStaMBRl &2 ust LENCRD] Qnimeical sipping QbR HeexeBplary etc. At

step 310, the user can request or select a feature, for_exanple, t hat
makes al¢eict abbystenn30Q canrbe eorfighires] Wnthd e mestegs tochigdventisingreonat exenpl ary

makes v brabbt . . i ,
P R e L G

noni t odbAgn&lRMEC Eor SRMP)EMtideficefsfusigpri@ of Alonsih@piaBléan bt hsefikenpl ary
device or system 200 can be configured to performthe requested action.
Al strfprmation foradvestispssiand Prazdeaskss.-or  syst em 200 can be configured to
detect that one or nore of the audio and/or video channels are avail able.
At stef0®B8l6, thén Berpinglayy aabediments, 2 given agiigroperéumed @n@gtPicgiir ed t o

identify and.deljver cortsesponding. i i . €O ts..such as
t ar get 8%“%%8\?3?%&&}?8,%? r%eren ?1?13 éhgg%cghq’oﬁlfa%g ?IE an ug[ﬁ)?lgﬁ edp&g?Sf0 rpI ay such
cont enpla@ihgt ihe savaid adtltentaWdt examslé,ahe Wititeoofgiabnging Gpivsofimictiyn at step

318, the exenplary device or  system 200 can be configured, for exanple, to
|l og aRd/tly conisnb ¢RnEpQR davise Ger {re ppg danecd thatcpp ke Uprd todiidsi® ory 202.

0029 o NARUAN: b Ehet BRI T UcbiRBlaty BaBodIfRfits] REGkvR J ge of cont ent

consunption VI ces, r exanple, recordi'ng and/or playback devices, such
per sonattion may not require use of a channel for performing the action, in which case such

a channel can be used to deliver the selected content.

[0034] Thus, the exemplary embodiments can be broadly applied to
implementing any suitable response to any suitable action or state. Such action can be
taken by a user, consumer or some other person, including the entity delivering or
owning content or could be the result of the occurrence of an event. For example, the
features of exemplary embodiments can be triggered by the calling of a TV timeout
during a sports event, such as a football game, soccer game, boxing match, efc.,
wherein the advertising content delivered during such a timeout can include reruns of

-important--plays -or- scores - of -other-football-games; -and-the- content delivery -can--

continue for the duration of the gamé .béing in the state of a timeout.

[0035] The devices and subsystems of the exemplary embodiments can
communicate, for example, over a communications network, and can include any
suitable servers, workstations, personal computers (PCs), laptop computers, PDAs,
Internet appliances, set top boxes, modems, handheld devices, telephones, cellular
telephones, wireless devices, other devices, and the like, capable of performing the
processes of the disclosed exemplary embodiments. The devices and subsysiems, for

example, can communicate with each other using any suitable protocol and can be

9



video recorders, etc., the exenplary enbodi nents can be applied to other
devi ces and applications, such as non-recordi ng and/ or non-pl ayback
devices and applications, and the like, as will be appreciated by those
skilled in the relevant art(s). For exanple, the exenplary enbodi nents can
be applied to a pay-per-view broadcast of a performance by a cable
tel evi si on conpany, and the |like, wherein advertising content can he

del i verimpldnm&mdaming afgt:mraltmepqzmrdommmncsgstbnoamtﬁmtlikﬁ Goeiongnaay suitabl e

break i.n gh ﬁadcast % wge the u £r. E@HSGS t he broadcast or if
there i8CHACH MEEAMILL] 6?:“ e‘PH YRS 108 HEPLS  BHYINge IHEREL 2668%30] The
exenpl gL RRARRICITRIAS $n ﬁ@%uﬂ@bl@% 86kH £ voRR! ﬁ‘l@Hetﬁ' drREY liké, SER)ged before
reaching the user, such-as during to the playback’ of a nusic CD or video
DVD, mkmUMLmlmens puedihaswk the likent sAC@mdmgbyarmmumbkéwns heeteoks uner

sel ects pause ., advertis on ccan be

di spl af %P’L?Pl?f’él fnr?hl%a’p ?fs?’ﬁﬁ“ﬁ? Fﬂrg&\% qunﬁcag 5%%? ‘Ee od| ment, and

W th eqeaimaRatibsa tietorks) sefté«lllith%mmlﬁlﬁﬁmdhmtvﬁork& h@'uBWlltdlﬁdCOde
enpl oyed to %gglenent t he exenpl ary rocesses; for exanpl e; canoe hard

coded- TetephorrelpmwrksFSTNsa P Dsita Pepworks PN the In@ﬁﬂeﬁséatr@pet% uch as DVD
medi a, t r d/ or nedi a
are cor%’1y ﬁg%r&g}gﬁ){%gkﬁ&m{% neﬁ%ﬁ( 908161#%{]? Bhsot'ﬂere é%;l?bl%ﬂ]% Iﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ@geﬁgl ary

enbodi refimunidadommeeroms eﬁhpldy\i&tﬁrbﬂﬂle'shﬁe seli¢fetemtnetooritsent can provi de an

i dentification of when there is an avail able audio or video channel. For
exanpl ggo3gper e PrRGioaibage, GO0 68 Indestd6 Pt eRbmpRE énbsdi@bnigs a DVD

di sk, which causes a condition to he created ever thirty mnutes of play
and ware fprn@wg@plaay avEpases. avarpareation ofethg) spscifig pedwarerypedfto adverti si ng
conten | Vv, st I ate signal
can begsgébgl %k ﬁmd@%ﬁ %rlg ‘%@gkﬁﬁgﬁ app%ggﬁg@cﬁgﬁn %gﬁgtlng in the
del i velfynwibnadyejftthsmgwémaﬁcbme syi308&ds lof thcu rekémplaf;p(eysgﬂrm yarebbodi nent s,

adverti sing content need not be
implemented via one or more programmed computer systems or devices. To

implement such variations as well as other variations, a single computer system can
be programmed to perform the special purpose functions of one or more of the
devices and subsystems of the exemplary systems. On the other hand, two or more
programmed computer systems or devices can be substituted for any one of the
devices and subsystems of the exemplary systems. Accordingly, principles and
advantages of distributed processing, such as redundancy, replication, and the like,
also can be implemented, as desired, for exarmple, to increase the robustness and

performance of the exemplary embodiments.

. .[0037].. . .. ... The exemplary_embodiments_can be used to_store information relating = . .

''''' to various processes described herein. This information can be stored in one or more
memories, such as a hard disk, optical disk, magneto-optical disk, RAM, and the like,
of the devices and sub-systems of the exemplary systems. One or more databases of
the devices and subsystems can store the information used to implement the
exemplary embodiments. The databases can be organized using data structures, such

as records, tables, arrays, fields, graphs, trees, lists, and the like, included in one or

more memories, such as the memories listed above.
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delivered. For exanple, if a user selects a commercial skipping action, the
exenpl ary device or system 200 can be configured to send a nessage to an
advertising content provider docunenting that a correspondi ng acti on was
perfornmed. Advantageously, -docunenting, for exanple, incidences of

ski ppi ng of commercials can be useful information for advertisers and
broadcasters. [0033] In [he exenplary enbodi nents, a given action perforned
on a cd®@iht cordlnpuipnticei te @fampim@mbpdmw@ltﬁammelbe oantehi@ndbnt ent

consurrptl n device for playi the sel ected co%s&'ent- Ie t he

o o e St oG oRfr e G SR iRk Ron devi co
can fr eitaPsigndl pasdedord, ﬂﬁ&ro%ﬂtrb@erb‘%ﬂd theOil) ﬁﬁbg?dinm@djy&bidlﬁgafmﬂé on the
channel . I n further exeTPIar dlnents OWever , glven action nmay not

requi r écagbiagdfof 4he I9inslost fsmmlpiéwf orbedigierlie Appropiate isaftwateckachee such a
Channelrea ﬁg n%g gda % prog%mome?% o Q)Eﬁh%gljge iff q)&&?dﬁ bt rH’le ttlaggﬁgl o-fm’ié the

exenpl ary roa i ng any suitable

res pOnﬂ%ch)@ecﬁ@)tclﬁplaf)aféhﬁ)odﬁﬁdnw dn ﬁcﬁﬂi{ﬁ} tﬁblcdiieﬁiplarp vysats bean baken by a
user, consumer or sone other person, |nclud|ng the entity, delivering or
owni ng iBBlsmeRted oby dhtipiensEationeot aprlication-spacHico iptearried cargits 44 BYent . For

XD ek Dfec LR Moy NRIBHASLoBIRRIC KRR, Can be triggered by the

calling o ring a ts event, such as a football game,

soccer [@ﬁgﬁ boxﬁ% Egthl exélﬁaléé/ rcmeiar 1me¢th§rea%¥§m@)€§' 9 +GRRL Gpt del i vered

duri ng a ti ine eruns t--p ays or scores of

ot her - ein@Rivh@! dudi@&iBs: viaddednliet ARG iRINLN deed a/ﬁd’rymﬁhﬁlde@i’dcbfddag ther the
duration og the gane being in the state of a tineout. [0035] The devi ces
and sﬁb@l}@l@@rﬁsﬂ@ﬂlmﬁés %lpﬁp‘fraplwéirﬂﬁow ﬁﬁﬁ%‘%ﬁ ERATONEG AR CXRRPIS or exanl e,

OvVer ayfOIHpk GG é"’%f(b an wWHE YGn@RY disGiBhiorb ﬁo g Vers,
wor kst a]i['él ons, EﬁLgresona conput or S ]Iggés@§I lﬁap opncorrpllsjt ers, | nt er net
appl i abems ger&aeettngomvbmsemﬁnmwem bhandhellidg dewé oes;padeebbpmmmm; cel lul ar
consumption media or other means of accessing the content consumers, is losing such
control due to the ability of consumers to use alternative means to bypass such control

from the content distributor,

[0040] While the present invention have been described in connection with a
number of exemplary embodiments and implementations, the present invention is not
so limited but rather covers various modifications and equivalent arrangements, which

fall within the purview of the appended claims.
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t el ephones, wirel ess devices, other devices, and the |Iike, capable of
performng the processes of the disclosed exenplary enbodi nents. The
devi ces and subsystens, for exanple, can communi cate with each other using
any suitable protocol and can be inplenented using a general-purpose
conputer system and the |like. One or nore interface nechanisns can be
enpl oyed, for exanple, including Internet access. telecomrunications in
any suiWhiglieclkhomedissuch as voice, nodem and the |like, wireless

conmmuni cations nedia, and the |Iike. Accordingly. communications networks
enpl oyed carn.iActougmterfimplegcargl methaidr fir edistribotingcontatti GnNa ceteadr ks,

cel lul ar connuqfcations networks, satellite communications networks,

Publ i c “SRFHNEE deiEh . <ORPHEM et wor ks ( PSTNs), Packet Data Networ ks (PDNs),
the Internet, intranets, hybrid comunications networks, comnbinations

t her eof , andictehiéng pr @ction perdiermeadoen atdesetent eppsimPEeR ideyvise Heat wBrkes enpl oyed

can be aBBgabfﬁg&a@%el%ifftﬁeeJﬁ%% b?}tﬁﬁ@h{%&cek?&%%ﬁ noted above, it is to be

under st 00 e exenplary nents  areée t'or exenplary purposes, as
many variatigns.of the specific hardware used to .jnplenent .t he disclosed
exenpl ary efBSH R nﬁ‘i% ¢ Agffélﬂnzﬁe [ tﬁﬁf’@ﬂa{’hg‘%@ﬁfpponal ity of the
devices and the subsyste of the exenplary systens can he inplenented via
one or noreP yH@r"Eﬁﬁ%EFt ‘?ﬁ%ﬁ"épnéllﬁs‘feé(% OSH%{%%‘%;'?%@%.CMFB‘CIW mpl ement such
variations as well as other variations, a single conputer systemcan he
programmed to performthe special purpose functions of one or nore of the
devi ces and subsystens of the exenplary systems. On the other Jland, two or
nmore progr anirbel medhgsueleelaigy 4t whereor theeselested aoatenhachudes nilyartisoe f or any one
of the ngices and subsystens of the exenplary systenms. Accordingly,
princiﬁ?%g and advantages of distributed processing, such as redundancy,

replication, and the like, also can be inplenented, as desired, for
exanple, to increase the robustness and

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising providing a benefit to a user of

the device in exchange for playing the advertising content.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting step includes determining

when user preferred content is not being played by the device.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting step includes determining one

of an available channel and unused channel on the device.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the channel comprises one of an audio

channel and a video channel of the device.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected content comprises one of

analog and digital content.
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performance of the exenplary enbodi nents. _[0037] _ The exenpl ary

enbodi nents can be used to store information. relating to various
processes descri hed herein. This information can het ored in one or nore
menories, such as a hard disk, optical disk. nmagneto-optical disk, RAM and
the like, of the devices and sub-systens of the exenplary systens. One or
nore databases of the devices and subsystens can store the information

used to i nplferfbameathns ofeslemmpl. arliereplrarIniont SONSTRIPigR UAES EANREKSbe
organ|%5?Oyﬁ?Qngﬁggkgg&gﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁtﬁ%ﬂggijﬁé%ﬁggrds tabl es, arrays, _flelds,

gr aphs rees, T1st I'nc I'n one or nore nenories, such
as the nenories |isted above. 1() [0038] Al or a portion of the exenplary
enbodi ments can be conveniently inplenented usi ng one or nDre

gener al - pur%p co ter_ syste mcro acess

i
processors, r of clfe 1o lercH, the @edﬁgdﬁlﬁﬂﬂﬂ% %%8?% Eg to the

teachi @Qléctﬂfn Bp%lﬁbtﬁﬁﬂ Gtsﬁq;cf‘e)éﬁrgﬁ{/&r Mo8RAHEER e, A8 ﬁigrﬂlﬁhﬁg ef tware can
be readily prepared by programmers of ordinary skill based on the

t eachi egstentf on Hhe ddvise| pﬂslemge}ﬂ@ytpg axfycoatﬁmb@nrr@nt@wden fastl dotwanding t he

exe Ia an b e nte on_o

oot P o bt & STt & e ReieSre M ecl e b SR BRI deSierkipring an

appr opihk alcBmmeh Vel Mafdhg 60 MRONS e, §Fa?ﬁlgldff% slidlO MR oAtk @uvirl?, afutiggenpl ary
enmbodi nent are descrlbed interns o | oyi ng audi o and/ or vi deo cont ent

di st ri Plavingeispeicnbompide dovigs, 20 geigripga s mod@ Re theedexigsl ary enbodi ments can
be enployed in any suitable environnent, For exanple, the exenplary

enbodi ments can be enpl oyed where a content distributor, who has been
generating advertisenment revenue by controlling tinme or space of a content
consunpt i on 10e@ha netholt bieclame dnsvhefeimcimesdéangl térgerg antledds aensiuaers, is

| osing such control l%ﬁ to f he abi of consuners to use alternatlve

means t esyq)gagg)og&qtp a persona megsa

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining a preference of a
user of the device, and including at least one of a shopping preference, a show

preference, a purchase history, a music preference, and a video preference.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising playing the selected content,

comprising targeted content, based on the determined user preference.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising playing the selected content

one of before a broadcast, after a broadcast, during a break in a broadcast, during

pausing of a broadcast, and during an intermission of a broadcast.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising providing software code in the

device for causing playing of the selected content.
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fromthe content distributor. [0040] Wile the present invention have been
described in connection with a nunber of exenplary enbodi nents and

i npl enentations, the present invention is not so limted but rather covers
various nodifications and equival ent arrangenents, which fall within the
purvi ew of the appended clains. 11 What is clained is: 1. A

conputer-inpl enented nethod for distributing content to a content

consunpt i on 1dehe enctbodrpf ickiimgl, fuetherccimprisamg awviding geftvacnededn a cont ent

consunpti on deyi hat kes. avyai.l able a.channel of the device by

per f or Hﬁ?fﬁ u??ﬁ\ﬁﬂ’ﬁge é\%’f‘?ﬁ At C3§1§1H§é¥?yﬁlbg %‘Jdﬁ? %ﬂ‘fc“fd;mx%e |l ayed on the. device on
the avail abl e channel; and playing the sel ected content on the device on

t he avail abl e channel. 2. The nmethod of claim 1, wherein the selected

content includes advertising content. 3. The nethod of claim2, further
conpri si ng pbotheimeihed peslaimtl, tfartheryenspprising trasnyding o sighaleRcthinge f or

pl ayi n%egﬁg{%%\élg%}é#@%g@gg’gmees@femeémﬂ'@ﬁénet hod of claim 1, wherein the

detecting s ermni ng n user preferred content is not
bei ng played by the device. 5. The nmethod of claim1l, wherein the detecting
step includes determ ning one of an avail able channel and unused channel

on the device. 6. The nethad of claim1l, . wherein.the channel. conpri ses one
of an audio 170]%‘?1}?@{}‘0&&; claipy ﬁe@rtgﬁa‘fﬂ‘i‘&?m&’fg E"rﬂg‘%&gv?% entICAIAR Ofpt hod of

cl ai m Y WRARE! for R iREURCIASHAPBIREHL UYOBRY b &R GWiRr,Ofnd @UIALRY oAnd di i tal

content.
content to the device.

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising providing the identification in

media used by the device.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the identification is included in a

broadcast to the device.

20. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
not performing the step of playing the selected content; and

generating a message documenting the detected action.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the detected action includes skipping of a

commercial being played on the device.

22. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
detecting of a timeout period during a sports event playing on the device; and

playing the selected content during the timeout period.
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12 8. The nethod of claim 1, wherein the content consunption device
conprises one of a personal video recorder device, and a DVD device. 9.
The met hod of claim 1, wherein the detected action includes one of
selection or initiation of a screen saver node on the device, stopping

pl ayi ng of content on the device, pausing playing of content on the
device, fast forwarding playing of content on the device. rew nding

pl ayi ng of content on the device, skipping of a conmercial playing on the
device, playing of a slide show on the device, nmuting playing of content
on the devi @3, Thawiethotl ef clagn &, fuadleccomdiimn t he device. 1.0, The met hod of
claim1, wherein the selected content includes one of a video, a cartoon, a
audio file, @idif FELSIGMIERISRIRA duting HSrof®iafqslayihe ©hahenddwicd; ur t her
conprising determning a preference of a user of the device, and including
at | eagmdone of a shopping preference, a show preference, a purchase
history, a nmusic preference, and a video preference. 121. The net hod of
claim 11, f playiveythe setpotedscondenagnghetibterngisdienpedcont ent, conpri sing
targeted content, based on the determ ned user preference. 13. The net hod
of claim1, further conprising playing the selected content one of before a
broadcast, after a broadcast, during a break in a broadcast, during pausing
of a broadcagt Thamethdd bf agindh, fufth&f dBngsisiia: of a broadcast. 14. The net hod
of claim1, further conprising providing software code in the device for
causi ng pl alﬂiéﬁ%tﬁiﬁlg%ﬁte_ﬁﬁﬂ_oﬁtﬁé REnERANBRImptiod device] RIUMIEhtGk tedtai m 1,
further conprising providing software code in nedia used by the device for
causi ngs pitaleastgond ¢fhecmedntest aadc babeledt as Iprefergiecontato petspnadizad m 1,

furt herad\(;e(% 2ment Q{glténrt,aa% rpeéi%rllaq%cl{f?lerfciIse%'ﬁaé}llt C(EIRCIJ%Lh €

25. The method of claim 1, wherein the available channel is not free, and

further comprising:

playing the selected content on the device on a portion of the available

channel; and

playing preferred content on the device on a remaining portion of the available

channel.

26. A system for distributing content to a content consumption device,
comprising:

means for detecting an action performed on a content consumption device that

makes available a channel of the device by performance of the action;

means for selecting content to be played on the device on the available

channel; and

means for playing the selected content on the device on the available channel.
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device for causing playing of the selected content. 17. The method of claim
| . further conprising providing an identification of the channel for

pl ayi ng the sel ected content by one of an owner, and deliverer of content
to the device. 18. The nmethod of claim 17, further conprising providing the
identification in nedia used by the device. 19. The nethod of claim17,
wherein the identification is included in a broadcast to the device. 20.

The nmet hod &7. dhaiskstam of plaime6, sdeprin shenmeansofor deiefidrgyithymepes Bxep of
| ayi ng_th | ect ed tent: and at ting th
Lo St S s 58 B B8 DR, DB ot ot o St o

i ncl udes skipping of a comercial being played on the device. 22. The
met hod of claim1, further conprising: detecting of a timeout period during
a sports event. playing on the device; and playing.the sel ected content

during the 28 ABeSYsterof Sipim126, seerepm dhenpepnsglopeertingmthe megns 108,
conpr | %bfagnngggﬂg% &%&ﬁs%r g{/ayﬁ% étogﬁéﬁfs@ca@'[pggr-p&ﬁmgl chdhsAsiegadcast

pl aying on t evice, p sel e content during the

i nt er moaisi cmpweariredlabR4nediiie. met hod of claim 1, further conprising:
distributing content to the content consunption device, including content
that 1is at |east one of segnented and | abel ed as preferred content,
personal i zed advertisenent content, and regional advertisenment content.

29. A system configured to distribute content to a content consumption device,
comprising:

an available channel monitoring device configured to detect an action
performed on a content consumption device that makes available a channel of the
content consumption device by performance of the action, and further configured to
select content to be played on the content consumption device on the available

chanpel; and

a rendering device configured to play the selected content on the content

consumption device on the available channel.

30. The system of claim 29, further comprising:

a repository coupled to the available channel monitoring device and

configured to store the selected content including advertising content.

31. The system of claim 30, wherein the system is configured to provide a
benefit to a user of the content consumption device in exchange for playing the

advertising content.

32. The system of claim 29, wherein the available channel monitoring device
is further configured to determine when user preferred content is not being played by

the content consumption device.
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25. The nmethod of claim1, wherein the avail able channel is not free, and
further conprising: playing the selected content on the device on a portion
of the available channel; and playing preferred content on the device on a
remai ning portion of the available channel. 26. A systemfor distributing
content to a content consunption device, conprising: nmeans for detecting an
action perfornmed on a content consunption device that mnakes avail able a
channel of the device by performance of the action; neans for selecting
content to be played on the device on the available channel; and nmeans for
pl ayi ng t he 38elThe sytene ofitkhint 28nwhéreindéw iagailabie ltaen@lwabnimbﬂng dehmanel . 15 27.
The system.of claim?2. 6, wherein he e for ctln t he. neans for

sel ect |1?1§" hﬁﬁ&”}fﬁé‘r‘?‘}letﬁﬁt%}mﬂnﬁ Yails) 33?3%&1 '&‘g é‘gu Cga@?hﬂﬂt er system
2 . Thegyp Mﬁﬁ&ﬁk&ku abiuadee. Wherei n the nmeans for detecting, the neans for
selectlng, and the ans for playing conprise conputer-readabl e
instructions stored on a conputer-readable nmedium 29. A system configured
to distribute content to a content consunption device, conprising: an

avai | abl e C%ﬁnﬁl@oﬁggnl t e an% i")e h%?e %f& Eﬁ;ﬁ)&qgg gﬁ:e of!ﬁb?ﬁé&bon

performed o consunpflon evice es aval a channel of

the cehigiRl attNsidePthaneldd hecenknt B@fsﬁmpﬁ&md@ma‘. the action, and further
configured to select content to be played on the content consunption

devi ce on the avail abl e.

35. The system of claim 29, wherein the selected content comprises one of

analog and digital content.

36. The system of claim 29, wherein the content consumption device

comprises one of a personal video recorder device, and a DVD device.

37. The system of claim 29, wherein the detected action includes one of
selection or initiation of a screen saver mode on the content consumption device,
stopping playing of content on the content consumption device, pausing playing of
content on the content consumption device, fast forwarding playing of content on the
content consumption device, rewinding playing of content on the content consumption
device, skipping of a commercial playing on the content consumption device, playing
of a slide show on the content consumption device, muting playing of content on the
content consumption device, and entering a radio mode on the content consumption

device.

38. The system of claim 29, wherein the selected content includes one of a

video, a cartoon, a audio file, and a personal message.
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channel ; and a rendering device configured to play the selected content on
the content consunption device on the available channel. 30. The system of
claim?29, further conprising: a repository coupled to the avail abl e channel
nonitoring device and configured to store the selected content including
advertising content. 31. The system of claim30, wherein the systemis
configured to provide a benefit to a user of the content consunption

devi ce i n ex®h@hgeystam optlaim 28, fuktber cavpeisinigsd nigr prktrentes ngmitoTihg syst em of

claim?2 ,.mherﬁln éhe avai | abl e channel nnnihgrinﬁpdfv{ce is.further

conf i gfF¥Ee tGPHEYE ﬁ?rﬁléte\‘im’é]ﬁ q BESerERcEs Ur ¢ ST Snihe oniea ﬁ?)'?S“B’é’flﬂ'é pl ayed by

the confent, SRNAMTAMALR RENI GR- of 1P sBehpingBreforic@ M Ghot! @efbradle, wherein the

avai |l abl e channel nonitoring device ‘is further configured to determ ne one

of an Ppusdhhsthistorshammsic preldrenneisad agidenmpe¢fersnce.t he content consunpti on
device. 34. The system of claim 29, wherein the channel conprises one of an
audi o channel and a video channel of the content consunption device. 35.
The system of claim 29, wherein the selected content conprises one of

anal og and diogThé@kystenbeolhim 36, whhieinsiis hedilabfe cHaghenn2shitonhgrdevioe t he cont ent
consunption device conprises one of a personal video recorder, device, and
a DVD degenigurehito cpyie theJerdprige devige ko POy e splerind CARICHe COBPRYNECt i on

| nc 05008 clion SGIEFb B2 dlerhllcih@liflioBheat Screen saver mode on the

t
cont ent onsunp%lon vice, stopping playing of content on the content
consunpti on devi ce, pausing playing of

41. The systcm of claim 29, wherein the available channel monitoring device
is configured to cause the rendering device to play the selected content one of before a

broadcast, after a broadcast, during a break in a broadcast, during pausing of a

broadcast, and during an intermission of a broadcast.

42. The system of claim 29, wherein the content consumption device is
configured to employ software code to cause the rendering device to play the selected

content.

43, The system of claim 29, wherein the content consumption device is
configured to use softwarc code in media used by the content consumption device to

cause the rendering device to play the selected content.

44. The system of claim 29, wherein the content consumption device is
configured to receive a signal to cause the rendering device to play the selected

content.
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content on the content consunption device, fast forwarding playing of
content on the content consunption device, rew nding playing of content on
t he content consunption device, skipping of a cormercial playing on the
content consunption device, playing of a slide show on the content
consunption device, muting playing of content on the content consunption
device, and entering a radi o node on the content consunption device. 38.
The system dif. Theasystend of whamei2h, wheresre tleec corieriopspIpPiIQR |dgWiEs iBne of a

video, a cartoon, a audio f.il and, a .per al, nes e. 17, 39 he system
of "o aichnged fierd S8 il bt S RBREEF b BBE ROek drerliov on
conf i gyfhelof a6 RENMMMEdRivRFce bEERIGR tdthe oMERT confurhfionceRicent consunpti on
device., and including at |east one of a shopping preference., a show

preference, a purchase history, a nusic preference, and a video
preference. 40. The system of claim 39, wherein the avail abl e Channel

noni tori ng Vi I.s..conf i qur e i i to0 play the
sel ected co% EH?E SS%%}%gf%%Hl?grg@gggyﬁghkgﬁF? gggggﬁgﬁgsﬁgﬁgé%ernined

user prehigreceac 44 thbeidsmificatonf includedn 29 mediverwed hyhahavainkaibl e channel
nonitoring device  is configured to cause the rendering device to play the
sel ect SADYPMIEALCHR®e of before a broadcast, after a broadcast, during a
break in a broadcast, during pausing of a broadcast, and during an

interm ssion of a broadcast. 42. The system of claim29, wherein the

content consunption device is configured to enploy software code to cause
t he renderi Ag déwvisyetetno oplclaimt A% wheneint tht cewenteennsumptionidevisy ds em of cl ai m

20, 1% B RTHTR LR UG S Bl ol 0T vare

device.

48. The system of claim 29, wherein the content consumption device is
configured to not play the selected content, and further configured to generate a

message documenting the detected action.

49, The system of claim 48, wherein the detected action includes skipping of a

commercial being played on the content consumption device.

50. The system of claim 29, wherein the available channel monitoring device
is configured to detect a timeout period during a sports event playing on the content
consumption device, and further configured to play the selected content during the

timeout period.

51. The system of claim 29, wherein the available channel monitoring device
is configured to detect an intermission period during a broadcast playing on the
content consumption device, and further configured to play the selected content

during the intermission period.
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cause the rendering device to play the selected content. 44. The system of
claim 29, wherein the content consunption device is configured to receive
a signal to cause the rendering device to play the selected content. 45.
The system of claim 29, wherein the content consunption device is
configured to receive an identification of the channel for playing the

sel ected content by one of an owner, and deliverer of content to the
content consunption device. 46. The system of claim45, wherein the content
consunption device is configured to use the identification included in
medi a used B2 tTie ootenent claonOpiheain dby icostentd donsiimgtisy siceiwe ab ¢l ai m 45,
wherein the content_cogfunption device i.s confi%ured t h

use t
i dent i fSOBHEWEH 1P rigfeiNfe Sﬁrwuﬁdb%a%lufiﬁlgt frmtent Ahat 1 aég?ﬁashﬁﬁ? i%n  devi ce.
48. Th%c%ﬁ&h&ﬂn&i la%kl%ﬂrﬁb Pefe E(ﬁitﬂn{: s R dveRRSHER R nE@Kl CE 1S

confi gur to not play the selecte ntent, and further configured to
gener atregianal adeygpemetiocammnt i Nng t he detected action. 49. The system of
claim48, wherein the detected action includes skipping of a commerci al
bei ng played on the content consunption device. 50. The system of claim 29,
wherein the avail abl e channel nonitoring device is configured to detect a

timeout perisgdTHYEsRGN Bf SRR S, WN&BIn thE aydilABleWhaft® i tfRB] and@BSUNPL i on
device, and further configured to play the selected content during the

t i meoutreglsringdlevise . is Tepafigyrsd et play chai selegted odanéian enROTHOR 9 atBE e channel

noni t or.i ng . dewvi S fiqur, 0] i nt 1.$S1 i.ed during a
br oadc AR aRet Rt LB S My e ot B FleHAThERORER oF
conf i guykeshatlablplRynnkhe sel ected content

54. A content consumption device, comprising:

an available channel monitoring component configured to detect an action
performed on the content consumption device that makes available a channel of the
device by performance of the action, and further configured to select content to be

played on the device on the available channel; and

a rendering component configured to play the selected content on the device

on the available channel.

55. The device of claim 54, further comprising:

a repository coupled to the available channel monitoring component and

configured to store the selected content including advertising content.

56. The device of claim 55, wherein the device is configured to provide a

benefit to a user of the device in exchange for playing the advertising content.
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during the interm ssion period. 19 52. The system of claim 29, wherein the
content consunption device is configured to receive distributed content,
including content that is at | east one of segnented and | abel ed as
preferred content, personalized adverti senent content, and regional
advertisenment content. 53. The system of claim?29, wherein the avail able

channel is not free, and the rendering device is configured to play the
sel ect ed coitenfheodevdcp @it ¢laim ot tHkereiiatheaByailaplea shammel” MpitHRAE | gured to

play pref %Eﬁ(ﬂellq iscl%ﬂhgrn(,lo ﬂgu d {C TR RO w RO He?Bre?érrefdhﬁ) %ﬁ?ﬁlrﬁph(ﬁn%apnel - 54,
A cont ent Fconsunpti on devi'ce, conprising: an-availa P& channé nitoring
conpongidyed bifiiegdevid. t 0 detect an action performed on the content
consunption device that makes avail able a channel of the device by
performance of the action, and further configured to select content to be
pl ayed on the device on the avail abl e channel; and a rendering conponent

configured g F’T*h%ydé\h% ?Fl Q&P BaCAMEGh AR hiSIaHRY LkfineCIdrigriay ai | abl e

channel . The device o alm 54, further conprising: a repository coupl ed
t 0 t he campbheabissfucthemomefignedite detemgine onp ohanavailable chared ameynused st or e t he
selecteg te&% i ncl udi ng advertising content. 56. The device of claimb55,
wher ei fPAHE! et dEVICS configured to provide a benefit to a user of the
device in exchange for playing the advertising content. 57. The device of
cl aim54. wherein the avail abl e channel nonitoring conponent is further
configured to determ ne when user preferred content is not being

59. The device of claim 54, wherein the channel comprises one of an audio

channel and a video channel of the device.

60. The device of claim 54, wherein the selected content comprises one of

analog and digital content.

61. The device of claim 54, wherein the content consumption device

comprises one of a personal video recorder device, and a DVD device.

62. The device of claim 54, wherein the detected action includes one of
selection or initiation of a screen saver mode on the device, stopping playing of
content on the device, pausing playing of content on the device, fast forwarding
playing of content on the device, rewinding playing of content on the device, skipping
of a commercial playing on the device, playing of a slide show on the device, muting

playing of content on the device, and entering a radio mode on the device.

63. The device of claim 54, wherein the selected content includes one of a

video, a cartoon, a audio file, and a personal message.
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pl ayed by the device. 58. The device of claimb54, wherein the avail able
channel nonitoring conponent is further configured to determ ne one of an
avai | abl e channel and unused channel on the device. 59. The device of

cl ai m 54, wherein the channel conprises one of an audio channel and a

vi deo channel of the device. 60. The device of claim54, wherein the

sel ected content conprises one of analog and digital content. 61. The
devi ce of clbdi Fhadevighelrdiim dhdudhertcomprisingsuwrst prsiferdeces sronitetn®ri ses one
of a personal . video r%cggger.deviqf and. a DME%%§ViCE' 62.. Ih devi ce of

cl ai m SAPPRIAS Soiaired 1 SPIeEping 2REIeiRCY BLt UEL et BRgegre: Adindydigy or

i ni ti ati RAstQne df IGHEFIInS pieBéreidRIE sBiw phdedfdd, @ PurchhePpikiogy, Bl myding of
content on the device, pausing playing of content on the device, fast

f or war @ratefengst ayd nyidee predeieeast on t he devi ce, rewinding playing of content
on the device, skipping of a commercial playing on the device, playing of
a slide show on the device, muting playing of content on the device, and
entering a radio node on the device. 63. The device of claimb54. wherein

t he sel ect ed5cdhteddvidenof udem @de vdierdin vihdeayailableaclianoel, neonétudng fil e, and

a personal message..21 64. The device of claim54. fyrther co ising a
user pFYNBYRSAEdS CABSHIRT iR Favtco HFoFFEATINEG FPTERERY 1@ d’tf@’e{béer ﬁ‘iglﬁng pref erence

of a uggktemf %&étﬁg)s%f'gvptiragted%gtehﬂ phdddioNGhe @ieBASE us@f‘ﬁref%frerﬁc.s hoppi ng

pr ef er ence, erence, a purchase history, a nusic preference, and
a video preference. 65. The device of claim®64, wherein the avail able
channel nonitoring conponent is configured to cause the rendering

component t 86.pl'[%¥ éer\]r‘i:'\cesg & eEirEf‘ld 54, wherein the available channel monitoring
component is configured to cause the rendering component to play the selected
content one of before a broadcast, after a broadcast, during a break in a broadcast,

during pausing of a broadcast, and during an intermission of a broadcast.

67. The device of claim 54, wherein the device is configured to employ

software code to cause the rendering component to play the selected content.

68. The device of claim 54, wherein the device is configured to use software
code in media used by the device to cause the rendering component to play the

selected content.

69. The device of claim 54, wherein the device is configured to receive a

signal to cause the rendering component to play the selected content.

70. The device of claim 54, wherein the device is configured to receive an
identification of the channel for playing the selected content by one of an owner, and

deliverer of content to the device.
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content, conprising targeted content, based on the determ ned user
preference. 66. The device of claimb54, wherein the avail abl e channel
nonitoring conponent is configured to cause the rendering conponent to
play the selected content one of before a broadcast, after a broadcast,
during a break in a broadcast, during pausing of a broadcast, and during
an intermssion of a broadcast. 67. The device of claim 54, wherein the
devi ce is cdaf ifhardsdice cofeelpinpy/0, sdferaimribe cloviee tip confiswered He yseriberi ng
conponent t.0 play.the .selected. content. 68 The device of claimb54, wherein
t he de\}ﬁ?ec}]é&lf:%tp‘)@dﬁ?%eﬁlrlgdn‘?edga 'ﬁfgg%génlﬁ@\%ﬁcg code in media used by the device
to cause the rendering conponent to play the selected content. fig. The
device of claimb54, wherein the device is configured to receive a signal to

cause the rendering conmponent to play the selected content. 70. The device

of clai m 54.72uidée glenice il el d8, mdercamthey deeige tip oBEBIGE tafseithent i fi cati on
of the; f. i content by one of an owner, and
deIiveF%#ﬁg?ﬁggﬁﬁgﬁ d?%a?ﬁgﬁ@%%?ﬁ%ﬁ?%?ﬁ%) 71. The device of claim 70,
wherein the device is configured to use the identification included in
medi a used by the device. 72. The device of claim 70, wherein the device is

configured e,the identificati.on. incl.uded in a broadcast to the
devi oo 73, ricatiEot T8 Bhriunt Yupapurn s putelirdd LB gur ed to
not pl @yedtb® cofith€ En@OfusMBt epifiguddtd 1§ Wehdiefe &anédsapy asbvnnggpanate a
message docunenting the detected action. 74. The device of claim73,

wher ei detepied agliomet ed action incl udes skipping of a commercial being played
on the device.

.

74. The device of claim 73, wherein the detected action includes skipping of a

commercial being played on the device.

75. The device of claim 54, wherein the available channel monitoring
component is configured to detect a timeout period during a sports event playing on
the device, and further configured to play the selected content during the timeout

period.

76. The device of claim 54, wherein the available channel monitoring
component is configured to detect an intermission period during a broadcast playing
on the device, and further configured to play the selected content during the

intermission period.

77. The device of claim 54, wherein the content consumption device is
configured to receive distributed content, including content that is at least one of
segmented and labeled as preferred content, personalized advertisement content, and

regional advertisement content.
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75. The device of claimb54, wherein the avail able channel. nonitoring
conponent is configured to detect a tineout period during a sports event

pl aying on the device, and further configured to play the sel ected content
during the tinmeout period. 76. The device of claim54, wherein the
avai | abl e channel nonitoring conponent is configured to detect an

interm ssion period (luring broadcast pl a on the device, and further
configured t ﬂmayhvﬁ%Oﬁéhéeﬁédwb@ﬁm@h@aﬂ@hﬁ %@h@ﬂlsﬂ@%ﬁﬁ$§@iﬁw peri od.

77. The device of cl n n unptl ceis
cont 1 o FadeHng eBinefoR Sieditne T LG bl PE sFSLE Bhug 3 Ao B SE M, &%
| east ongilgfle cBAGBE ah® Bordl rddatbqﬂ@dﬁ)ﬁ&rﬂéﬂ%f)ﬁtéﬁﬁﬂl @@d’iﬁaﬁﬂffng Ij@ﬂ[cﬁﬂifa| i zed
adverti senment content, an regi onal advertisenent content. 3 78. The

devi ce B¢ adilablncbannehher ei n the available channel is not free, and the.
renderi ng conponent is configured to play the selected content on a portion
of the available channel, and configured to play preferred content on a
remai ni ng portion of the available channel. 24
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