
A process for decoking of a process that cracks
hydrocarbon feedstock containing resid and coke
precursors, wherein steam is added to the feedstock to
form a mixture which is thereafter separated into a
vapor phase and a liquid phase by flashing in a
flash/separation vessel, separating and cracking the
vapor phase, and recovering cracked product. Coking of
internal surfaces in and proximally downstream of the
vessel is controlled by interrupting the feed flow,
purging the vessel with steam, introducing an
air/steam mixture to at least partially combust the
coke, and resuming the feed flow when sufficient coke
has been removed. An apparatus for carrying out the
process is also provided. 




