; VWW3e851,. p6T*1# 12 Novenber 2002 *166166* 1 LABEL FOR RESEALI NG A PACK COF
SMOKI NG ARTI CLES This invention relates to the packagi ng of snoking
articles and is concerned with parks of snoking 5 articles such as cigars,
cigarillos or cigarettes (hereinafter referred to for conveni ence as
"cigarettes"). In WO A-9 7 we have disclosed a reseal abl e encl osure of
a cigarette pack Q\N\M\N\Wﬁt he 10 provision of a |label or lanella with a
conti nuous pernan surroundi ng around an accd@sNeyrmbag200g
potential access opening)t'of a barrier. |ayer enclosure. The | abel/lanella
is provided with a tab which can be grasped and pulled by a user to reveal
the 15 access opening. Sinilar tabs, on téar |abels for packs for paper
ti ssues, are seen in US-A-5018625, 5U9611.3 and 5121879. W are concerned
to provide in the present iAVEAPRBESEALNAARIROF BIOKRG T LFabl e encl osure of
a 20 cigarette pack, and a cigarette pack having a reseal abl e encl osure
conprising a lanella. A lanella according to the invention has two 12
Novenber 2002 |ayers of material and a line of partial severance defining
a bauirdary between a néhis porvenomnoof rébhetdsanel kbacapdciaadiargdldsng tab, the
line of partial severance extending across the lanella through a first S of
the layers of nmawekial atwidieavanfihesresmiding WAYR' Sdcias & %%R%ﬁ%i ve
" hinge between the nmn portion and the tab, a pernmanently tacky adhesive
bei ng applied t : pasad Jf.a t he, nai. ri|.on. the first |ayer.
. Preferabl yset he91|tl)’gtr9t8|lg%< severagn%gg%sbgﬁlpq%lgllggléktﬁ}%%%%t t%ﬁ’e first layer
but not into thq ot her %@é/rer ‘Ehe Iéne o% artial ,severance provides a
control | ed |ine ‘BFFGRAKHeTs ToHFE8R &P s O%rc&’/‘ivaﬁl%in‘f)%s?gti ve folding action
at the hinge. Preferably, the permanently tacky adhesive extends to and
term nates at 1§C%H%r?"r‘)rlf’es of partial severance to enhance the positive
folding action. The surface of the tab will be free of adhesive to further
enhance the fol di ng actBt &fP-AFRE/ 2B ¢ DVlvhdayes dit bt kozell entregeslabée provi ded
by the lanella according to the invention: 20 - hinging of the tab at the
correct positioanahdsangle, a caverdane epaatk tbgavinguatof heheBi Nnge, and -
controlled spring back of the tab after (-olding at.

10 provision of a label or lamella with a continucus

permanently tacky surrounding around an access opening
(or potential access opening) of a barrier layer
enclosure. The label/lamella is provided with a tab
which can be grasped and pulled by a user to reveal the
15 access opening. Similar tabs, on tear labels for packs
for paper tissues, are seen in US-A-5018625, 5096113
and 5121879,
We are concerned to provide in the present
invention a lamella for a resealable enclosure of =a
20 cigarette pack, and a cigarette pack having a
resealable enclosure comprising a lamella.
A lamella according to the invention has two
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12 Novenber 2002 _3 the hinge. A cigarette pack according to the invention
has a reseal abl e encl osure conprising the |lanella of the invention) the
main portion of the lanella covering an 5 access opening of the encl osure
and adhering by its permanently tacky adhesive to the surrounding of the
access opening. The user can then grasp and pull the tab to uncover the
access opening and reveal the cigarettes in the enclos%rﬁi 10 The(gﬁfr
re-covers the access opening by returning the lanella {1@ Newember 2
position, the permanently tacky |ayer on the periphery of the inner face of
the main portion re-adhering to the surrounding of the access opening. 15
The tab is preferably initially folded over to |ie back against the main
portion. Preferably, the access opening is2within an outer cover of the
pack. The pack may be any one of several types, Such as a hinged-1lid,
slide-shell, softlagerseni-magird.all and 201 mengedpbirdipack;vddae.cki d of the
pack lies against the tab and holds the tab fol ded back. In a slide-shel
pack the shell |ijesia@gadnstbdihelargbbtewper fommihhpsre1d? Novegber 2002
function. In a soft or sem-wigid paolc ttIE tab i~~ held fol ded over

against_ a film r - St.app,. 0 LNget Gk (of whichever
type) the t-ab ngghgﬁé%q%ggfﬁé“%g%&ﬁ%ogg%hgnheggg%,9%&??”2f5|| Y' Pmaln 5

"projecting to offer a froger hal.d. The possibility of the tab being C ush
Po’the barri or - EREPERIFE T e S e drtann ol " Lhe T S fapct
.experience difficulty in grasping the tab. This difficulty~could be
particul arl y acufé ertllﬁy%‘”rﬁzlo& TgEET 19! it eREe| AR riie i@ have a
plastic finish, as there m ght be a vacuum and/or static effect between tab
and encl osure. Alfuerher ag\vamcagecofvriegwst bagwede tigh nannapoupiomn ned,
f ol ded-back, position is that its function is 15 evident to the user.
Optionally the taakythadhes: ve:n parmextenlly ttackgvedhad See tha nguabptee®f the
tab. Then, to prevent the tab fromundesirably sticking to the enclosure or

any other part ofothge CégMRld GapACKs @hdrBEknl poe boProvidRd rFoygr the tacky
adhesive of the i:ab. The mask may be forned trama |ayer of. varnish
Ei ther or both Oﬁaggg.iigggféyg%l&sgﬁgnggfﬂﬁéqréEverancc is completely
10 through the first layer but not into the other layer.
The line of partial severance provides a
controlled line of weakness. It can also provide a
positive folding action at the hinge. Preferably, the
permanently tacky adhesive extends to and terninates at
15 the line of partial severance to enhance the positive
folding action. The surface of the tab will be free of
adhesive to further enhance the folding action.
The following possible advantages are provided
by the lamella according to the invention:
20 - hinging of the tab at the correct position and angle,

- avoidance of tearing at the hinge, and

- controlled spring back of the tab after folding at



12 Novenber 2002 5 may be formed of plastics material si.ich as

pol ypropyl ene or pol yester. Polypropylene is preferred for the first |ayer.
The upper surface of the second layer i.e. that 5 which is to be outward in
the pack may be printed upon and provided with an anti-scuff coating. To
produce a pack in which tab is provided in an upturned position when the
pack is closed, the tab may be hel d fol ded back until,ﬂfﬁ EacE iz g%osed to
10 trap the tab in place. In a hinged-lid pack this wo Oyem ? R ting
the lid, in a slide-shell pack by sliding the enclosure into the shell, and
in a soft or sem-rigid pack by wapping the enclosure in film For exanple
the tab may be hel d fol ded back nechanical ld, 15 or a short-term degradabl e
adhesi ve may be provided on the upper surface of the tab to keep the tab
turned up for as Fohd d¥S's necessary to conplete the assembly of the pack
Subsequently the short-term adhesi ve degrades, and a user can open the pack
acid find the tab 20 upt ér sédabattaaackdirecrnging tddtheatinvendeot ditshe mai n
portion of the lanmella. The tab will spring back to a certain extent when

t he pack i~; opengdyeduddlanilkl estiddure LdmNovenhert 20Q2mENL 1pr of e€te i N t he
manner indicated WFigure 1. Particular enbodi nents of tIm .icnmenL i on

wi Il now be seen wifdhiefer eRcend Pn tRG+33HC o8 NMPAL Vi dlelh 203V erein:
- 5 Figure 1is a persﬁégtive vrinevvol{&ﬁ.~ S:nigJar~~trrepagk gﬁ%dﬂ%?ﬁgpthe

I nvention, 5 access opening of the enclosure and adhering by its

permanently tacky adhesive to the surrounding of the
access opening. The usexr can then grasp and pull the
tab to uncover the access opening and reveal the
cigarettes in the enclosure.

10 The user re-covers the access opening by
returning the lamella to its initial position, the
permanently tacky layer on the periphery of the inner
face of the main portion re-adhering to the surrounding
of the access opening.

15 The tab is preferably initially folded over to
lie back against the main éortion. Preferably, the
access opening is within an outer cover of the pack.
The pack may be any one of several types, such as a
hinged-1lid, slide-shell, soft or semi-rigid. 1In a

20 hinged-1id pack, the 1lid of the pack lies against the
tab and holds the tab folded back. In a slide-shell

pack the shell lies against the tab to perform this



Figure 2 is a face view of an enbodinment of the lanmella of the invention;
Figure 3 is a schematic cross~sectional view of 10 the lamella; and Figure
4 is a cross-section showing the lanella with part folded back. Figure 1
shows a cigarette pack with arigid card pack 1 with a "flip-top" lid 2
containing a 15 package 3 of cigarettes having a charge of cigar-eCes (not
shown) inside a sealed enclosure fornmed by a barrier | . The ds of
an aperture for allow ng access to the cigarettes are ﬁﬁg&ﬁﬁﬁéhPéﬁﬁqéarallel
dotted lines 4 extending fromthe rearside of the 20 package 3 where a
hinge line is formed on the edge 5 across the top of the paokage dnd down
the ~:r.ont as far as a third line 6 parallel to hi nge; . '"ft bar r iem
12 Novenber 2002 | ayer which encl oses the gharge may be rnadP for exanple
of nmetallized plastics or of a piastics/netal fo.i7. lam nate. Over its
aperture lies a lmmldian.7 ™ 4 h@fom gbna- +abel pavhi ehe hasp ok iHeS
undersl.irface nearer 5 to the barrier layer_ a permanently tacky adhesive.
The permanently t a i WMer.s £¢opt ~~| hg,.upgder s ace of a
main portion 13 é?ﬁgﬁg'ﬁgggl%%?Efﬁhébgﬁ?mi?M%%Vjﬁéegpgfig Et%H%%Tected
areas only, but st _be.present where the.lanella 7 extends at edges 8 10
and 9 beyond theq%béﬁggﬁgge®6%§ﬁ%$‘ﬁﬁg g%%??ﬂ?%ﬁ%ergp%?ﬁahghﬂwﬁbnding

" adhesive may be used on the portion of the undersurface which does not
overlie the edgeshsm FRELIBArPREF Yaypore BeYGifd Shé EHYL! ofeHH Shai n portion
.13 is a tab 15 10 hi ngeabl e about a hinge line 12 which is free of the

per manent | y % ackyrmaeetiiay. tIhef ftegb apfojpger srddgl-t hat it nmay be grasped by
the user and used to“pull the |abel to open the package. For first use, the
aperture edges 4 and 6 naye 28cd@me lHegnodetlicnadibyelhqesl @fh weakeri ng i n
the barrier material or by actual cuts to assist opening ttse aperture. The

user is then fregteikemaNE &G ald 68t ol Novenber 2002 Fin ) emehhe
package through the aperture and offer lia~r~ng dorlty "a OIl'l~y reseal

t=IP_dpEr' Y Uil Gy eficl &DPed Y, BRI 90148 HPThe tab.  This
difficulty-could be particulariy acute if the enclosure
10 and the label were to have a plastic finish, as there
might be a vacuum and/or static effect between tab and
enclosure.

A further advantage of presenting the tab in an

upturned, folded-back, position is that its function is
15 evident to the user.

Optionally the tacky adhesive can extend to
cover also the surface of the tab. Then, to prevent
the tab from undesirably sticking to the enclosure or
any other part of the cigarette pack, a mask is

20 provided over the tacky adhesive of the tab. The mask
wmay be formed from a layer of varnish.

Either or both of the first and second layers



"the tab so that the edge portions 8,9 re-adhere to the adjacent portions of
the barrier layer mat:erial.. The 5 flap of barrier material formed by rhP
separation along those |lines when the tab 10 was lifted is returned t;o its
previ ous position and although there W11 now be a |ine of separation in
“that barrier layer it_ is covered by the adhered edges 8,9 of the lanella.
10 To ensure as far as possible efficient adhesion ' an inner frame within
t he package offers a reaction surface underneath the bat? Nevembge2083ai nst
the resealing pressure exerted on edges 8 and 9. The package 3 may be a
separate entity 15 renovable fromthe outer carton. The latter may be of
any suitable type and in particular may bé of the socalled "shell and
slide" type wherein the package rnay be pressed fromone end of the carton
to protrude fronfdheotiterefoPt t k2 HicsoRaESF L1k Fakiingsci garettes for 20
nore ready access by the user. Furthernore, the packace above may x~c~ ~.in
i ndependent ent ipglyardpylenej srtpelymptemny Pelyprapyledewast phoidrred 12
Novenber 2002 J a rigid carton surrounding it, sty least if, pxef.erably,
means such as a g&nuert irfopat Thwar. cel |l ul oid overwap were provided to
provi de further protection and prevent accidental disturbance of the tab
~10. The reseal abl e 5 barhkefphayafurmY:cab80- he ¢y Qagég'pxﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁ' Figure
2 shows a plan view of the undersurface of the lanella 7 which is
conpl etely covered wit.h | ayer .1 f .pe nently tacky adhesive. The tah
.10 has beenggivéﬁu§ﬂ1é§bgoo v%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ% ig F%gﬁﬁgw-¥ﬁ¥ §8h8§%%%9 OFH it
Figure 3'is a schematic crqss-sectional view o the lanella along the |ine
AA of Figure 2.2%Fh@Ho¥AEPAawishia AREir 8FW b2 Pani nate with an inner
layer 14 to lie next to the barrier |layer of a pack and 15 an outer |ayer
15 to be exposed. A sev@Paﬁé@d¢¢méiE@C%aénbéﬁﬁﬂbﬁﬁbthﬁong%thﬁiﬁhickness
of _the inner layer 14 only, to define the boundary between the main
portion 13 of t e lwnelrnadapdsitierhamehi bige tratrkl Qs Ehesednnget ited hi nge
line 12 in the outer layer is 20 coincident with the severance |ine and
gl | Ic(yws the tab Ikhy ®ehihaga oolded Mapk Ehgil el psltansst Beodab 10 fol ded
ack t_o

10 trap the tab in place. 1In a hinged-1lid pack this would
be by shutting the 1id, in a slide-shell pack by
sliding the enclosure into the shell, and in a soft or
semi-rigid pack by wrapping the enclosure in film. For
example the tab may be held folded back mechanically,

15 or a short-term degradable adhesive may be provided on
the upper surface of the tab to keep the tab turned up
for as long as is necessary to complete the assembly of
the pack. Sﬁbsequently the short-term adhesive
degrades, and a user can open the pack and find the tab

20 upturned but not adhering in that attitude to the wmain
portion of the lamella. The tab will spring back to a

certain extent when the pack is opened, bul will still



12 Novenber 2002 10 overlie the main portion of the lanella. Tenporary
(degradi ng) adhesive 20 may hold, or as > st. holc-15 ng, 1o that

position. Figure ~1 also shaw how pernmanont~y tacky adhesive |ayer 18, if
present on the t W LO, i 5 nmasked by varnish 7_zyer 1~ o~~ otter co.rel
ing . An advantage of consr_ructinr~ the lanctl~. a as a bilamnate is that a
cut can be nade in the firnmer layer 14 to formthe sev nce lin before
the outer layer 15 is bonded to the inner layer. This ﬁ%gﬁyeﬁgﬁiiﬂég.:h 10
| ess control over the depth a r_ut than i.E the 7ame~1lru were forned from
a unitary layer.. A further advantage is that the innee 14 and outer 15

| ayers can be cut or stanped out of Lart-~adhesively coated sheer . The
adher ~i ve coatinr_; on the 15 sheet of thé inner |ayer 14 -Forns the
permanr~ntly tacky adhesive on the inner face o.E the lanell a, V,vlri ~ ~
t he adhesi ve coa@iqifSn iPhehenBRINYt e Catieer 11 4/ e51 ponds the two

| ayers together. If the inner layer. is cut or stanped out of a 20
pre-coated sheet, any adhesigelaxtengidigendstbe tilnnemveotfacewdfl the tab is
pre f:erably he neutralisc>d. 'i'hWis conveniently done by app ~ y.nc.J n
1 ayF~r of vai nin&h HeCseenldidoventaen2@02ct hre atdhesipveyonqgt he t ab.
Alternar _ively, |~he porti2~ of the sheet which is to tormtrze tab i~~

- left without: pegrmnent yohacky,adhesive. To produce a pack as in

WO A-9:JJ.2361 and in™5 which the tab is provided in an upturned position
~when the pack is cIosedF.thet bigqy QgshegujégoIQFrbf'haqk_quggqthe pack
is closed to trap the t ab°Ih pl ace. a5 apﬁlnged-]i& pacﬂ th$ Woul d be by
shut tlrlg tha lid. The tab may be hel d fol ded back nmechanically, or as 10
described with rkFdr EACL 6 Ei Yif tVeRtdRBrt -t erm ' degradabl e adhesi ve may
be provided on the upper surface of the tab to keep the tab turned up for
as long as is necessaryTiguednpl &l & tilhecaysevinty aof emhedpaekt Subdequent |y
the short-term adhesi ve degrades; 15 and a user can open the pack and find
the tab upturnedidmgllmobfadherimgentianhat attitude to the main portion of
the lanella. In a slide-shell pack the tab would be held nechanically by
sliding the enclosure imigutdéessield scapdat Do acsefd-sercs6nht rvgiv qrack by
wrappi ng the 20 enclosure in film The tab will spring back to a certain
extent whepgthe pack Jns10ReNgdq but will at_ill project in the manner
indicated ~.n figure 1.

Figure 4 is a cross-section showing the lamella
with part folded back.
Figure 1 shows a cigarette pack with a rigid
card pack 1 with a "flip-top" lid 2 containing a
15 package 3 of cigarettes having a charge of cigarettes
(not shown) inside a sealed enclosure formed by a
barrier layer. The bounds of an aperture for allowing
access to the cigarettes are indicated by parallel
dotted lines 4 extending from the rearside of the
20 package 3 where a hinge line is formed on the edge 5

across the top of the package and down the front as far

as a third line 6 parallel to hinge 5. The barrie:



12 Novemher 2002 L c''hAIM, Z. Alarriella for applicat=ion to a hwi~,r
nmt erial of a pack of snmoking articles, t he 1 anel lu W~~r t og two 5

| ayers with a major. pc:xt.ivt~ seE~Emat_ea frmn a anlnor portion by a cut
t hrough the thlckrlcss cal a f.i.r:~t of the layers, the major portion
being at l|east ovrFr part_ of its surface permanently tacky For adhesion
tc: the barrier. material, a cor~:esponciing st.~rta;~ea ol t:hc mnor 10
portion not being permanent ly tarJd~y. 2. Alanella accdﬂd“‘h‘gembercz(a@% L
wherein t~loe c:ur is conpletely through the first of the |I.ayeri _: bltr
o~~es not extend into the second. 3 . Alanella accomdin~.7 to c:l ai ml
ow c:l.a im15 wherein the permanently tacky surJrac.e of the majoe~
portion extends up to the c:ut. 4 . A pack for snoka.n~ axticle:~ havirtc. ~
;~ Latnc |l a accdrdiengwhbchmndiwsest thRecprrgediag be: Raflei fort (exanmpiel uded
as part of a reseal able closure of an zct-uaJ or 20 pot.ent.i.al c'ZGC~PSa
aperture in the packetwllitéd tplhetpesmanent |y piaoky csraefac;tsibeyond al

jtimolruihl~. c~d~~c~~~ oC the alnrtitrf~ and i _he mncm- L>or t icmac~L

-nct n;oon b i lehinadé. “byﬁﬂb%k52998rﬂh£@b1{45 Q:h%m§h§9r¢ P the”l pas—k

for snmoking arti r_1 ec accordm~ t.~~r 4 wherein the tab is bent
back over. t he Q=-~ % ,a re the pack is
"closed. 5 6. A pac[f accordlaglggeﬂltow?:l ghmh‘lisogr’# é rlﬁnggxmh¥gace AtRe tab is

terrporarlly adhered n a bent--back prmii. an over the main portion of
her i o114 ARt R, Beni o 1Aves aB sty aeky! AEJRE PORL
.AY(R A" a. Aa. Af N AI uI (LN120 LMc+45=AB} xsni d_Z] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca

] ca] cJa] ca] ca] capsareafealc dlacklcapbaFEaf caf e scapral eaped]cafea) cal cTal P
; >?y-. bd| wmhc”Y] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] cha] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]
ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] caphdatsa} ftaje alfcal majvapont thra#lloMEiZohe; lamella.
}xsni d_Z]]ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca]ca]ca]ca]ca]ca]ca
] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ciakeakea] Lalea] ba! apR) JePNES selected areas only, but
CvgBO} xsni d_Z] ] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]

ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] calcal s@]ﬁdgéitcaa}le@]acahé lamella 7 extends at ed
"1 TE Al ! @ W' " #r ##$3&9KY %0-%084 &&&] ' g' ' } xsni d_Z] ] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] cajcalc

a] ca] cal ca] 1c[a] calcal ga]g}at]é;(a]t/ch%logg]agg%gg] %a% ]Oqa]:cl%]/]g[%]ﬁcg]aca] ca] ca]ca]ca!’

"()s)))) WX, p-a.r ] ¢a] ca] ca] ca] ca]

f?L?S‘]VEZ‘]ZE%E%Za Caéa%%%%wg7q%?§%f?]v§aﬁlv}* aheal calealegieal cal cal ca
L

BRI R TR T W&%Jg akealepl calealeal ca) cal calz

S 109%°x?& ()- NtOa?! & ° 10%9& ()-3 110%g& ()- 10%g& ()- 10

109BB&’ () - 10%g&’ el baupigyy: J(EBYch’\’M

Beyond one edge of the main portion 13 is a tab
15 10 hingeable about a hinge line 12 which is free of the
permanently tacky material. The tab projects so that
it may be grasped by the user and used to pull the
label to open the package.
For first use, the aperture edges 4 and 6 may
20 have been defined by lines of weakening in the barrier
material or by actual cuts to assist opening the

aperture. The user is then free to remove cigarettes
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8

from the package through the aperture and after having

done s0 may reseal the aperture simply by bringing down

the tab so that the edge portiong 8,9 re-adhere to the

adjacent portions of the barrier layer material. The

5 flap of barrier matevial formed by the separation along

those lines when the tab 10 was lifted is returned to

its previous position and although there will now be a

line of separation in that barrier laver it is covered

by the adhered edges 8,9 of the lamella.

10

To ensure as far as possible efficient adhesaion

an inner frame within the package offers a reaction

surface underneath the barrier layer against the

resealing pressure exerted on edges 8 and 9.

The package 3 may be a separate entity

15 removable from the outer carton. The latter may be of

any suiltable type and in particular may be of the so-

called "shell and slide" type wherein the package may

be pressed from one end of the carton to protrude from

the other for the purpose of exposing cigarettes for

20 more ready access by the user.

Furthermore, the packace above may be an

independent entity, that is to say, may be sold without
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Y
a rigid carton surrounding it, at least if, preferably,
means such as a conventional clear celluloid overwrap
were provided to provide further protection and prevent
accidental disturbance of the tab 10. The resealable
5 barrier layer may also be over a rigid carton.

Figure 2 shows a plan view of the undersurface
of the lamella 7 which is completely covered with a
layer 18 of permanently tacky adhesive. The tab 10 has
been given a layer of yarnish 19 to mask the adhesive

10 on it.

Figure 3 "ig a schematic cross-sectional view of
the lamella along the line AR’ of Figure 2. The
lamella is in the form of a bilaminate with an inner
layer 14 to lie next to the barrier layer of a pack and

i5 an outer layer 15 to be exposed. A severance line 16
has been cut through the thickness of the inner layer
14 only, to define the boundary between the main
portion 13 of the laﬁéllé and the handling tab 10. The
connective hinge line 12 in the outer layer is

20 coincident with the severance line and allows the tab
10 to hinge outwardly.

Figure 4 shows the tab 10 folded back to
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10
overlie the main portion of the lamella. Temporary
(degrading) adhesive 20 may hold, or assist holding, in
that position. Figure 4 also shows how permanently
tacky adhesive laver 18, if presenk on the tab 10, is
5 masked by varnish layer 19 or other coveriany.

An advantage of constructing the lamella as a4
bilaminate is that a cut can be made in the inner layer
14 to form the severance line 16 before the outer layer
15 is bonded to the inner layer. This requires much

10 less control over the depth of cut than if the lamella
were formed from a unitary layer,.

A further advantage is that the inner 14 and
outer 15 layers can be cut or stamped out of pre-
adhesively coated sheet.. The adhesive coating on the

15 sheet of the inner layer 14 forms the permanently tacky
adhesive on the inner face of the lamella, while the
adhesive coating on the sheet of the outer layer 15
bonds the two layers together.

If the inner layer is cut or stamped out of a

20 pre-coated sheel, any adhesive extending to the inner
surface of the tab is preferably be neutralised. This

is conveniently done by applying a layer of varnish to
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the sheet which is to form the tab is left without
permanently-tacky adhesive.

To produce a pack as in WO-A-98/22367 and in
5 which the tab is provided in an upturned position when
the pack is closed, the tab may be held folded back
until the pack is closed to trap the tab in place. 1n
a hinged-1lid pack this would be by shutting the lid.
The tab may be held folded back mechanically, or as
10 described with reference to Figure 4 a short-term
degradable adhesive may be provided on the upper
surface of the tab to keep the tab turned up for as
long as is necessary to complete the assembly of the
pack. Subsequently the short-term adhesive degrades,
15 and a user can open the pack and find the tab upturned
but not adhering in that attitude to the main portion
of the lamella. In a slide-shell pack the tab would be
held mechanically by slidinguthe enclosure into the
shell, and in a soft or semi-rigid pack by wrapping the
20 enclosure in film. The tab will spring back to a
certain extent when the pack is opened, but will still

project in the manner indicated in Figure 1.
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1. A lamella for application to a barrinr material

of a pack of swmoking articleg, the lamella having two

5 layers with a major portivii sepdialed {rom a winor
portion by a cut through the thickness ot a {irst of
the layers, the major portion being at least over part
of its surface permanently tacky for adhesion to the
barrier material, a corresponding surface of the minor

10 portion not being permanently tacky.
2. A lamella according to c¢laim 1 wherein the cut
is completely through the first of the layers but does
not extend into the second.
3. A lamella according to claim 1 or c¢laim 2

15 wherein the permanently tacky surtace of Lhe major
portion extends up to the cut.
4. A pack for smoking articles having a lamella
according to any one of the preceding claims included
as part of a resealable closure of an actual or

20 potential access aperture in the pack, with the

permanently tacky surface beyond all the openable edges

ol the aperture and the minor portion acling as o Lt
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5. A pack for smoking articles according to claim
4 wherein the tab is bent back over the main portion of
the lamella when the pack is closed.
5 6. A pack according to claim 4 or claim 5 wherein

the tab is temporarily adhered in a bent-back position

over the main portion of the lamella,



