| PACKAGE OF TOBACCO ARTI CLES HAVI NG AN | NNER PACKAGE WTH A COVER FLAP
TECHNI CAL FI ELD 5The present invention relates to a package of tobacco
articles having an inner package with a cover fl ap. In the foll ow ng
description, reference is nmade, for the;sake of sinplicity, to a rigid,

hi nged-1id 10 packet of cigarettes, purely by way of a non-limting

exanpl e. BACKGROUND ART Rigid, hinged-1id packets of cigarettes are
currently the nost widely marketed, by being easy to O produce, practical
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by a group o}{ &\gﬁeﬁﬁ wrapped in a sheet of foil; and a rigid outer
package

TECHNICAL FIELD

5 The present invention relates to a package of
tobacco articles having an inner package with a cover
flap.

In the following description, reference 1s made,
for the sake of simplicity, to a rigid, hinged-1lid

10 packet of cigarettes, purely by way of a non-limiting
example.

BACKGROUND ART

Rigid, hinged-1id packets of cigarettes are

currently the most widely marketed, by being easy to
15 produce, practical and easy to use, and by effectively
protecting the cigarettes inside.

A rigid, hinged-1id packet of cigarettes comprises
an inner package defined by a group of cigarettes
wrapped in a sheet of foil; and a rigid outer package

20 housing the inner package. The outer package comprises a
cup-shaped container housing the group of cigarettes and
having an open top end; and a cup-shaped lid hinged to
the container along a hinge to rotate, with respect to
the container, between an open and a closed position

25 opening and closing the open end respectively. A U-
folded collar is normally fitted inside the container,
and projects partly outwards of the open end to engage a

corresponding inner surface of the 1lid when the 1lid is



20 housing the inner package. The outer package conprises a cup-shaped
cont ai ner housing the group of cigarettes and having an open top end; and a
cup-shaped lid hinged to the container along a hinge to rotate, with
respect to the container, between an open and a closed position 25 opening
and closing the open end respectively. A U folded collar is normally
fitted inside the container, and projects partly outwards of the open end
to engage a corresponding inner surface of the Iid when the lidis 2 in

t he cl osed pqﬁigion. sed pggp%ﬁ%Q_is hi ghly sensitive to environnent. That

; ) h ; ; oo
is, in cont ac vm?rf%%e atnosphere, its organic characteristics tend to

vary al ongsi de V%ﬂhﬂ&&ﬂpsign highly sensitive to environment. That
is, in contact with the atmosphere, its organic
characteristics tend to vary alongside variations in

5 humidity (by losing or absorbing too much moisture) or

due to evaporation of the volatile substances with which

the tobacco is impregnated (especially in the case of

aromatic cigarettes treated with spices such as cloves).

To preserve the tobacco, packets of cigarettes are

10 therefore cellophane-wrapped, 1i.e. wrapped in a heat-
sealed overwrapping of airtight plastic material. This,
however, may not always be sufficient to fully preserve
the tobacco in the packet, especially if the packet 1is
consumed some time after manufacture. Moreover, when the

15 packet 1is unsealed, the overwrapping 1is removed, thus
exposing the tobacco to the atmosphere, and, 1f the
cigarettes are not consumed soon after the packet 1is
unsealed, the organic characteristics of the remaining
cigarettes may deteriorate visibly.

20 In an attempt to eliminate this drawback, rigid
packets of cigarettes have been proposed in which the
inner package 1is airtight, and comprises a sheet of
airtight packing material having a cigarette extraction
opening closed by a reusable cover flap. In other words,

25 the cover flap has fastening means (e.g. a strip of non-
dry re-stick adhesive) by which to repeatedly secure the
cover flap 1in a closed position closing the cigarette

extraction opening.



5 hum dity (by losing or absorbing too nuch noisture) or due to evaporation
of the volatile substances with which the tobacco is inpregnated
(especially in the case of aromatic cigarettes treated with spices such as
cloves). To preserve the tobacco, packetss of cigarettes are 10 therefore
cel | ophane-w apped, i.e. wapped in a heat-seal ed overwapping of airtight
plastic material. This, however, may not always be sufficient to fully
preserve the tobacco in the packet, especially if the packet is consuned
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conprises a wgheet ofcaisdnghdr paeki nggamderdal ahavidigoved) gatet tener
extraction opening closed by a reusable cover flap. In other words, 25 the
cover flap hascKast ebéngs meansdlé.apseg sthup mbknog- dry dietfSitdwclk adhesi ve)
by which to repeatedly secure the cover flap in a closed position closing
the cigarettwel@xiract tba opewiimgng Figareti@me paodl emnofpaiyidupacket s of
cigarettes, in which the inner package conprises a sheet of airtight
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Produci ng thi3 et YA olc rigld paplel ofid garett ehobayever s

conpl i cat ed, aving t the collar about the group of cigarettes
before folding 1% thesheet ©fiqirhight Raeki ngs mtepial gheulett heogroup of

cigarettes, and therefore calls for a special packing machine that is much
nmor e expensiceydrait <) aguaad ent st agard eacki,ngoyarhivieg to fold
the collar about the group of cigarettes before folding
15 the sheet of airtight packing material about the group
of cigarettes, and therefore calls for a special packing
machine that is much more expensive than an equivalent
standard packing machine.
Moreover, 1in the new type of rigid packet of
20 cigarettes described above, the 1id is held 1in the
closed position by friction between the lateral walls of
the 1id and the lateral walls of the inner package,
which 1s sized to interfere with the 1id. However, if
the cover flap is eliminated (torn off) by the user, the
25 inner package becomes less stiff crosswise, so friction
between the lateral walls of the 1lid and the lateral

walls of the inner package is greatly reduced and no

longer capable of keeping the 1lid 1in the closed



Moreover, in the new type of rigid packet of 20 cigarettes described above,
the lid is held in the closed position by friction between the |ateral
walls of the |lid and the lateral walls of the inner package, which is sized
tointerfere with the lid. However, if yhe cover flap is elimnated (torn
off) by the user, the 25 inner package becones less stiff crossw se, so
friction between the lateral walls of the lid and the lateral walls of the
I nner package is greatly reduced and no | onger capable of keeping the lid

in the closed, 4 positi ﬁs@ltesuythéfcé@eer cPVES flapds.Lemyed. the

lid remains %ﬁﬁ%&ﬁﬁﬁﬂl Spar]f
lid remains permanently partly open.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide
5 a package of tobacco articles having an inner package
with a cover flap, which package 1is designed to
eliminate the aforementioned drawbacks, while at the
same time being cheap and easy to produce.
According to the present invention, there 1is
10 provided a package of tobacco articles having an inner
package with a cover flap, as claimed in the
accompanying Claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A number of non-limiting embodiments of the present

15 invention will be described by way of example with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a front view in perspective of a
packet of cigarettes in accordance with the present
invention and in a closed configuration;

20 Figure 2 shows a front view in perspective of the
Figure 1 packet of cigarettes 1in a partly open
configuration;

Figure 3 shows a rear view 1in perspective of the
Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in a closed configuration;

25 Figure 4 shows a front view 1in perspective of the
Figure 1 packet of <cigarettes in a fully open
configuration;

Figure 5 shows a front view in perspective of an



DI SCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION It is an object of the present invention to
provide 5 a package of tobacco articles having an inner package with a
cover flap, which package is designed to elimnate the aforenentioned
drawbacks, while at the sanme tinme beingscheap and easy to produce.
According to the present invention, there is 10 provi ded a package of
tobacco articles having an inner package with a cover flap, as clained in
t he acconpanying C ains. BRI EF DESCRIPTICN OF THE DRAW NGS A nunber of
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way of exanpfle erende to? cCo ng dr
Figure 1 sho ﬁa ront view i n perspective of a packet of C|garettes in
accordance wt e present invention and in a closed configuration;

20Fi gure 2 shows B JuQnt gVi gnk i o %er§1t9§§£avsu@f Jihe; Fbgure Lhpaeket r of
cigarettes in a partly open configuration Figure 3 shows a rear view

in perspectiyerofgithepdigurg dapackel oficebganethes idvlad ased from
configuration; 25 Figure 4 shows a front viewin perspective of the Figure
1 packet sof wrigat eid eSoim tehd Wdguopeh oot qua@itd o
Figure 7 shows a spread-out view of a blank from
which to form an outer container of the Figure 1 packet
of cigarettes;
Figure 8 shows a front view in perspective of a
10 variation of the Figure 5 inner package;
Figure 9 shows a spread-out view of a collar from
which to form the Figure 8 inner package;
Figure 10 shows a front view in perspective of
another variation of the Figure 5 inner package;
15 Figure 11 shows a spread-out view of a collar from
which to form the Figure 10 inner package;
Figure 12 shows a rear view 1in perspective of
another variation of the Figure 5 inner package;
Figure 13 shows a spread-out view of a collar from
20 which to form the Figure 12 inner package;
Figure 14 shows a front view 1in perspective of a
variation of the Figure 1 packet of cigarettes 1in a
partly open configuration;
Figure 15 shows a spread-out view of a blank from
25 which to form an outer container of the Figure 14 packet
of cigarettes;
Figure 16 shows a front view 1in perspective of a

variation of an inner package of the Figure 1 packet;



Figure 5 shows a front view in perspective of an S inner package of the
Figure 1 packet fitted with a collar; Figure 6 shows a spread-out
view of a sheet of airtight packing material fitted with a collar and from
5 which to formthe Figure 5 inner packgge; Figure 7 shows a
spread-out view of a blank fromwhich to forman outer container of the
Figure 1 packet of cigarettes; Figure 8 shows a front viewin
perspective of a 10 variation of the Figure 5 inner package; Figure 9

shove a spread- oul, gl et o augoll ar tromLuhisch 1,1 pEOLDE ELULe: 8, | nner

package; e 10 shows a front view in perspectfive o another
variation ofg fg%gﬂgynggﬁﬁéngg%@ﬁgkgg%ﬁﬁggﬁégg dd; shows a spread- out

view of a collar fromwhich to Tormthe Figure 10 inner package; Figure 12
shows a rear viewiduRerspedrd of anatdher-omr i atépn of & hendegurer5 inner

package;
airtight packing material fitted with a stiffener and
5 from which to form the Figure 16 inner package;
Figure 19 shows a front view in perspective of
another wvariation of an inner package of the Figure 1
packet;
Figure 20 shows a view in perspective of a cover
10 flap of the Figure 19 inner package;
Figure 21 shows a plan view of the Figure 20 cover
flap with no grip tab;
Figure 22 shows a plan view of a grip tab of the
Figure 20 cover flap;
15 Figure 23 shows a plan view of the Figure 20 cover
flap;
Figure 24 shows a plan view of a variation of the
Figure 20 cover flap;
Figure 25 shows a front view 1in perspective of
20 another wvariation of an inner package of the Figure 1
packet;
Figure 26 shows a spread-out view of a sheet of
airtight packing material fitted with a collar and from
which to form the Figure 21 inner package.

25 PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

Number 1 in Figures 1-4 indicates as a whole a
rigid packet of cigarettes comprising a cup-shaped outer

container 2 made of rigid cardboard; and an inner
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Outer container 2 has an open top end 6, and a cup-
shaped 1lid 7 hinged to container 2 along a hinge 8 to
rotate, with respect to container 2, between an open
position (Figures 2 and 4) and a <closed position
(Figures 1 and 3) opening and closing open top end 6
respectively.

When 1lid 7 1is in the c¢losed position, outer
container 2 is in the form of a rectangular
parallelepiped comprising a top wall 9 and a bottom wall
10 opposite and parallel to each other; two opposite
parallel major lateral walls 11 and 12; and two opposite
parallel minor lateral walls 13. More specifically, one
major lateral wall 11 defines a front wall 11 of outer
container 2, and the other major lateral wall 12 defines
a rear wall 12 of outer container 2. Four longitudinal
edges 14 are defined between lateral walls 13 and front
and rear walls 11, 12; and eight transverse edges 15 are
defined between top and bottom walls 9, 10 and front,
rear, and lateral walls 11, 12, 13.

Packet 1 also comprises a collar 16, which 1is
folded into a U and fixed (normally glued) inside ocuter
container 2, so as to project partly outwards of open
top end 6 and engage a corresponding inner surface of

lid 7 when 1id 7 is in the closed position. Collar 16 is



15Fi gure 23 shows a plan view of the Figure 20 cover fl ap; Figure 24
shows a plan view of a variation of the Figure 20 cover fl ap;

Figure 25 shows a front view in perspective of 20 another variation of an

i nner package of the Figure 1 packet; g Fi gure 26 shows a spread-out
view of a sheet of airtight packing material fitted with a collar and from
which to formthe Figure 21 inner package. 25 PREFERRED EVMBODI MENTS OF THE
| NVENTI ON Nunber 1 in Figures 1-4 indicates as a whole a rigid packet

of cigar e”%{?‘dﬁé’”BE' 3 ggdac ;i%\'p%@ d gute oﬁﬁPié‘éQeé % xade vgiu;i gy d

cardboard; and an i nne house st de contai ner nner

package 3 ho a@t%%k@h@%@%@ shaped group. %n%b%é?t tze&ar?ci‘dt»t?és

the top and front, a cigarefte extraction opening 4 closed by a reusable

cover flap 5la@é%’éﬁfwe_§PI§ afelodatds &N OPShHs1op &0k $, o andraneuPa1 shaped
lid 7 hinged to container 2 along a hinge 8 to rotate, with respect to

contai ner 2,1petaeen htepaimpsiinet (kageres 2wands4) 1andoa cbosed
position (Flgures 1 and 3) opening and cl osing open top end 6 10
respecti el ycontainer 2.

In a preferred embodiment, collar 16 has retaining
members for holding 1lid 7 in the closed position, and
which are preferably defined by two projections 19 which
project laterally to interferentially engage the lateral

10 walls of 1lid 7. In alternative embodiments not shown,
the retaining members of collar 16 may differ from those
shown in the accompanying drawings.

At least about extraction opening 4, collar 16 is
fixed to both outer container 2 and inner package 3 to

15 maintain the shape of inner package 3. In other words,
even as inner package 3 1is emptied, the fact that inner
package 3 is fixed to collar 16, in turn fixed to outer
container 2, maintains the original shape of inner
package 3, and so prevents it from collapsing, thus

20 making it difficult to withdraw the remaining cigarettes
and, 1in particular, to open and close cover flap 5.
Collar 16 therefore provides for externally stiffening
inner package 3 at extraction opening 4.

To achieve this, collar 16 need simply be fixed to

25 outer container 2 and to inner package 3 at least about
extraction opening 4, i.e. at least close to extraction
opening 4, but is preferably fixed to inner package 3

over the whole area of collar 16 superimposed on inner



Wien lid 7 is in the closed position, outer container 2 is in the formof a
rectangul ar parall el epiped conprising a top wall 9 and a bottomwall 10
opposite and parallel to each other; two opposite 15 parallel ngjor |ateral
wal s 11 and 12; and two opposite parallpel mnor lateral walls 13. Mre
specifically, one major lateral wall 11 defines a front wall 11 of outer
container 2, and the other major lateral wall 12 defines a rear wall 12 of
out er container 2. Four longitudinal 20 edges 14 are defined between

| at er al g§d%$(%§ front and rear walls 11, 12; and eight transverse
edges 15 ar e bet ween top and botton1ma||s 9, 10 and front, rear,
and lateral walls; #f?e aé%}ﬁ&? oL SES A5 collar éLgl ahi chis
25 folded into a U an [ orna(? ued i nsi de outer con%aln%r 2, so

as to project, p%h@e 395@@59@ of, on@raetraat%@@ angoengage @ ﬁlngr espondi ng
i nner surface of lid when Iid 7 is in the closed posi tion. lar 16 is

8 made of rigikcardboarsd: @wekopnyises a front wall 17 contacting front
wal | 11 of outer container 2; and two lateral walls 18 | ocated on opposite

si des of sfront wald 47 andfeeontdctémgodiment) ateradr wellllap 13 ohasuter 5
cont ai ner 2. In a preferred enbodi nent, collar 16 has retaining
menbers for twlgilng ldatainimg heerdiosdely posich ore @hanmti ctoeaee praperably
defined by two projections 19 which project laterally to interferentially
engage t he |ateglgasably to inner package 3, and which is preferably
defined by non-dry, re-stick adhesive 20 {shown
schematically in the drawings) applied to the underside
10 surface of cover flap 5 and extending about the whole of
extraction opening 4, so cover flap 5 can be repeatedly
detached partly from inner package 3 (i.e. each time
packet 1 of cigarettes is opened) and then fixed back
onto inner package 3. In alternative embodiments not
15 shown, the reusable retaining member of cover flap 5 may
differ from that shown in the accompanying drawings.

Cover flap 5 comprises a grip tab 21, by which to
grip and 1lift up cover flap 5, and which rests on front
wall 17 of collar 16. In other words, to lift up cover

20 flap 5, the user simply grips grip tab 21, which is in
no way fixed to front wall 17 of collar 16. In a further
embodiment, for easy grip of grip tab 21, front wall 17
of collar 16 has a through hole (semicircular or
crescent-shaped) where grip tab 21 of cover flap 5 rests

25 on front wall 17.

In an embodiment not shown, cover flap 5 has a tear

line, by which 1t <can be torn off, and which 1is

typically located along a hinge line of cover flap 5.



Wwalls of Iid 7. In alternative enbodi mrents not shown, the retaining
menbers of collar 16 nay differ fromthose shown in the acconpanyi ng

dr awi ngs. At | east about extraction opening 4, collar 16 is fixed to
both outer container 2 and inner packagg 3 to 15 maintain the shape of

i nner package 3. In other words, even as inner package 3 is enptied, the
fact that inner package 3 is fixed to collar 16, in turn fixed to outer
container 2, maintains the original shape of inner package 3, and so

prevents it.fr°m1§§'éﬁ&§ gt %9{;‘@806”‘3‘%? Eva%'kf ﬁlﬁ g 4 d Ofé!!'rﬁé‘&’][t?ﬁ’pt he

remai ni ng cigarettes an I cul ar en a ose cover
Col lar 16 therefore pr O\éb@%ént;%a%“&ﬁ@é’c' o St ephag haners package 3 at

extraction opening 4. To achiéve this, collar 16 need sinply be fixed to 25

outer contaipefci? andrt@sknner Rﬁ?kﬁgﬁlﬁeabxk@aétlaho%be%&hbaﬁilOﬁn@penlng
4, i.e. at least close to extraction opening 4, but is preferably fixed to

i nner packagenheh oveftddheswwl ecarea Df. cohdatr 4D stipesdlapesedaoarisner 9
package 3. In a preferred enbodi ment, collar 16 is heat sealed to
i nner packages 3.t er hattael ywicbl | apvib neEyape ¢l uedinineed nnex plalckage 3.
underside. That is, the underside surface of the cover
flap 1s coated with re-stick adhesive 20 which, inside
extraction opening 4, glues the inner portion of sheet
22 of packing material permanently to cover flap 5, and,
10 outside extraction opening 4, glues sheet 22 of packing
material detachably to cover flap 5.

Sheet 22 of packing material is preferably made of
alrtight laminated ©plastic material with an outer
coating of heat-seal varnish. Alternatively, sheet 22 of

15 packing material may be made of non-heat-seal plastic
material or foil.

As shown in Figure 7, outer container 2 is formed
by folding a flat, substantially elongated rectangular
blank 23 of rigid cardboard, the parts of which are

20 indicated, where possible, in the following description
using the same reference numbers, with superscripts, as
for the corresponding parts of outer container 2.
Blank 23 has two longitudinal fold lines 24, and a
number of transverse fold lines 25 defining, between the
25 two longitudinal fold lines 24, a panel 11' forming a
top portion of front wall 11 (more specifically, the
portion forming part of 1lid 7); a panel 9' forming top

wall 9; a panel 12' forming rear wall 12; a panel 10'



5In a preferred enbodi nent, cover flap 5 has a reusabl e retaining nmenber by
whi ch to connect cover flap 5 releasably to i nner package 3, and which is
preferably defined by non-dry, re-stick adhesive 20 (shown schematically in
the drawi ngs) applied to the underside 10 surface of cover flap 5 and

ext endi ng about the whol e of extraction opening 4, so cover flap 5 can be
repeatedly detached partly frominner package 3 (i.e. each tinme packet 1 of
cigarettes is opened) and then fixed back onto inner package 3. In

al ternati Veg@%ﬁﬂ{ﬁﬁt#}ﬂw ]['%h; Wy hifnﬁiﬂﬁéﬁbiﬁ' rf%ﬁhﬂjlgga EODES Of

cover flap m ‘shown e acconpanyl ng draw ngs.

Cover flap %ﬁ&ﬁ;ﬂ% fr Qi By dab 2, (hy-ahich-to; grip,andhdi bt up,gover

flap 5, and rests on front wall 17 of collar 16." 1n other words, to

lift up covefod@idd ap & dhewuser S &Fips. grip tab 21, which is in no
way fixed to front - wall 17 of collar 16. In a further enbodi nent, for easy

grip of grip tabmkh fpamsl wall, 1710f col'l anslGwhas s dhroughdwol €3

(sem circular or crescent-shaped) where grip tab 21 of cover flap 5 rests
25 on front aval 113'7.1located lon avpwydiod: nede ot £ sheov], TbVerlil aplb' has a
tear line, by which it can be torn off, and which is typically |ocated ‘
al ong a hi nged i pecafatcedefrbhapadel 101", 11As SROWPY nlFirgiredsral nner
package 3 is fornmed by folding a rectangul ar sheet 22 of packing nmaterial,
which is firfstldukings detinBaesir aéti 6aSoperdicigiOrdnd tHeP f4¢t et i t h
collar 16. Sheet 22 of packing pmterial 5 is then fitted with cover flap 5
gumed on trﬁ9QHuﬁﬁ§ﬁ?ﬁi)W?%@ 1)t he"uRdePsirge difr't dt8° ofSTHRPIGVRE fl ap

5 coated Wi g opsthckpdiesluve 20 ubiche,nsi g exfractan opeping,
cover flap 5,5.and,
When forming packet 1, lateral wings 13', 13" are
superimposed and glued to define minor lateral walls 13
of outer container 2; and each tab 27 is folded squarely
with respect to relative lateral wing 13', 13", and is
15 superimposed on and glued to an inner surface of a
relative panel 9', 10' to define an inner portion of a
relative wall 9, 10.
In the Figure 8 and 9 embodiment, collar 16
comprises a top wall 28 positioned contacting top wall 9
20 of outer container 2 when 1lid 7 1is in the closed
position, and which is obviously not fixed to top wall 9
of outer container 2, so 1lid 7 can be opened. Top wall
28 of collar 16 is fixed to inner package 3, about cover
flap 5, to keep the shape of inner package 3, and 1is
25 preferably defined by two top half-walls 28 located on
opposite sides of cover flap 5 and connected to
respective lateral walls 18.

In the Figure 10 and 11 embodiment, collar 16 has



10 outside extraction opening 4, glues sheet 22 of packing materi al
detachably to cover flap 5. Sheet 22 of packing material is
preferably nmade of airtight |amnated plastic material with an outer
coating of heat-seal varnish. Alternatiyely, sheet 22 of 15 packing
material may be made of non-heat-seal plastic material or foil. As
shown in Figure 7, outer container 2 is formed by folding a flat,
substantially el ongated rectangul ar blank 23 of rigid cardboard, the parts

of which are, 20 RISl eg WOBLA:ROSS! Dhcn N Lhe Jald. ol descel pEi on

using the sane reference nu th superscripts,

correspondi ng.par ks & ‘%?é%' nyai per 2, Bk 33 hag t¥Wormeg
| ongi tudinal fold |ines 4,]§%ﬁ a nunber %ﬁrtggksverse fold Iinegm%S

defining, betweamHt heradbe tiwgrl ongi byHdi Rab fvahd bisnes 241 pane) ddd
formng a top portion of front wall 11 (nore specifically, the portion
form ng partiof enigdgéy; Bypanelrefiovia@im ngotoponal 29 90fa panekrl2ief orm ng
rear wall 12; a panel 10° 11 forming bottomwall 10; and a panel 11"
form ng & bdtdnomgiord i orofort r dhit odakbllar( Adr e sspegidradgald yf rorhetiparti on
formng part of outer container 2). Each panel 11', 11", 12' has two

| ateral wi ngsesit3'ol emld a3"14 duated ot obposii® sinesidfipaerdltdland 11",
12" and separated from panel 11', 11", 12' by longitudinal fold |lines 24.
Panel 11' h&°V@R& nVérei mP¥eapi26P and éachiiftler APTEiSmg AFROVaABEe of

panel | 12, has, rectangy! ar, tabs, 27 logal o A1, opposiLe endspf | ateral wing

that, when cover flap 5 is raised to expose extraction
10 opening 4 of inner package 3, removable portion 29 is
raised together with cover flap 5.

In the Figure 12 and 13 embodiment, collar 16
comprises a rear wall 31 positioned contacting the rear
wall 12 of outer container 2. Rear wall 31 of collar 16

15 1is fixed to inner package 3 to keep the shape of inner
package 3, and is preferably defined by two rear half-
walls 31 located on opposite sides of cover flap 5 and
connected to respective lateral walls 18.

In the Figure 1-13 embodiments, collar 16 1is

200 initially independent of, and glued to, outer container
2. In a different embodiment shown in Figures 14 and 15,
collar 16 is incorporated in outer container 2.

In one embodiment not shown, collar 16 comprises a
pocket formed in front wall 17 of collar 16 and for

25 containing a bottom portion of a coupon. The pocket 1is
preferably formed by cutting along three sides of front
wall 17 of collar 16 and 1lifting the cut portion

slightly, and serves to hold a respective coupon in



When form ng packet 1, lateral wings 13', 13" are superinposed and glued to
define mnor lateral walls 13 of outer container 2; and each tab 27 is

fol ded squarely with respect to relative |lateral wing 13", 13", and is 15
superinposed on and glued to an inner syfface of a relative panel 9', 10

to define an inner portion of a relative wall 9, 10. In the Figure 8
and 9 enbodi nent, collar 16 conprises a top wall 28 positioned contacting
top wall 9 20 of outer container 2 when lid 7 is in the closed position,

and which i YA I tef] t I1-9 container 2, so lid
7 can be opéﬁ%g¥ﬂ§%$ %%. Eé#%fg%&$?%ggaggiéff?g%%g%%g%%her package 3,
about cover flap & t@né@eﬂ@iélﬁee shape ofpdNeinPackage: 3, ﬁé‘@kéée%:%

preferably defined by two top half-walls 28 | ocated on opposite sides of

cover flap @k connecs edstorrespect sye hateralomaldisyild. dardbeaFigure 10
and 11 enbodi nent, collar 16 has 12 an extraction opening, which is

super i nposed(n¥ait Bx4T atdi aheopenyjiny daodbdsner opackage Jortsa froxdres
through front wall 17 and top wall 28 of collar 16, and is engaged by a
renovabl é parid oma29 aaf @6l | aand6. 1 &cRemdvallss deor tinoer29petkegkl ag, 16 i s
separated fromthe rest of collar 16 by a tear line 30, and is fixed to and
movabl e wi t iPiovean fikg Growp efheigavedsesr emdvatileetpotad i oh Pachingol | ar
16 is fixed to cover flap 5 so that, when cover flap 5 is raised to expose
extraction TRisPerting 4 -6 i ARer 1PARKageBia¢emifablSé 15deticdn 29 i 5Srai sed

together with coveré%lag 5, , In the Figure 12 and 13 enbodi pent,
col lar 16 cotiptised S regPtRart"g1 tgk?si‘EFBH d %ont4eT At the wall 12

of outer container 2., Rear [l . of collar 16 15.i.s fixed to inner
package 3 tomiteeerp %lﬁﬁf%ﬁ%pg\%gfsql%#erneﬁac%%gés&poasnl&liosfleé(e?%?%%ﬁ/l%%f i ned

R IR AL R S L L S S
opening 4, stiffener 32 is fixed to sheet 22 of packing
material of inner package 3 to maintain the shape of
inner package 3. In other words, even as inner package 3
is emptied, the fact that sheet 22 of packing material

15 of inner package 3 is fixed to stiffener 32 assists in
maintaining the original shape of inner package 3, and
so prevents inner package 3 from collapsing, thus making
it difficult to withdraw the remaining cigarettes and,
in particular, to open and close cover flap 5. Stiffener

20 32 therefore provides for also stiffening inner package
3 internally at extraction opening 4.

To achieve this, stiffener 32 need simply be fixed
to sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3 at
least about extraction opening 4, i.e. at least close to

25 extraction opening 4, but is preferably fixed completely
to sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3. In a

preferred embodiment, stiffener 32 1is heat sealed to

sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3.



In the Figure 1-13 enbodi nments, collar 16 is 20 initially independent of,
and glued to, outer container 2. In a different enbodi nent shown in Figures
14 and 15, collar 16 is incorporated in outer container 2. In one

enbodi nent not shown, collar 16 conprises a pocket fornmed in front wall 17
of collar 16 and for 25 containing a bottom portion of a coupon. The pocket
is preferably fornmed by cutting along three sides of front wall 17 of
collar 16 and Iifting the cut portion slightly, and serves to hold a

respective dﬁl po§%£f9@n¥‘@e§‘ fanp %%%}é%lt b Un R.?aéfté

S.
In the Flgure 1 I nner pac age 3 conmprises a stiffener §2 made

of rigid caféggg5§?(ﬁégggiégﬂoﬁcaﬁgg%réég§g rglboard of outer container 2 5

and collar 16) and | ocated inside I nner package 3, between the group of
C|garettes anq sh@ﬁp éﬁbwﬂz g@pkigmbggggnifﬂ, dn®. BN 1 noerrsamd acez of
stiffener 32 is positioned contacting the group of cigarettes, and an outer
surface of sddrfigeiness 32 ifSopasiwdbned3cemacti bettom wall 34. In a
5 different embodiment not shown, stiffener 32 only
comprises front wall 33.
In the Figure 1-18 embodiments, grip tab 21 of
cover flap 5 forms an integral part, and is defined by a
bottom extension, of cover flap 5. In other words, grip
10 tab 21 is formed by appropriately shaping cover flap 5,
without applying any external elements to cover flap 5.
Grip tab 21 may be folded 180° upwards onto the rest of
cover flap 5, for easy grip of grip tab 21 by the user.
In this embodiment, however, closing lid 7 tends to move
15 grip tab 21 back into its original unfolded position,
and so make grip tab 21 more difficult to grip by the
user the next time 1lid 7 is opened.
In the Figure 19-24 embodiment, grip tab 21 of
cover flap 5 1is initially independent of, and is glued
20 to, cover flap 5, so grip tab 21 comprises a glued
portion 35 glued to cover flap 5, and a free portion 36
(i.e. not glued to cover flap 5) which can be folded
180° onto glued portion 35. In a preferred embodiment,
glued portion 35 of grip tab 21 1is initially located
25 beneath free portion 36 of grip tab 21, and free portion
36 can be folded 180° downwards onto glued portion 35,

so that closing lid 7 tends to keep grip tab 21 in the

down-folded position, so grip tab 21 is easier to grip



10 sheet 22 of packing material. At |east about extraction opening 4,
stiffener 32 is fixed to sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3 to
mai ntai n the shape of inner package 3. In other words, even as inner
package 3 is enptied, the fact that sheed 22 of packing material 15 of

i nner package 3 is fixed to stiffener 32 assists in naintaining the
ori gi nal shape of inner package 3, and so prevents inner package 3 from

col l apsing, thus making it difficult to withdraw the remaining cigarettes

d, i t,l , tiff 20 32
and, 1n par %zr’édrgég 11;%% gtﬁ‘s?éc‘) rgét%c%ﬂﬁée Loyes {% Shedl ! T1Tener

therefore pr f eéni ng Tnner package 3 internally at

extraction opening, 4., [0 pchieye 1this, -sbbhigRREs32 Need siiTRl yebgnfixed to
sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3 af |east about extraction

openi ng 4, ip@ftfénlgﬁs&oﬁwsmgﬁ 85 caxt nRctl i apeii Mg dhe PUbakRage
preferably fixed conpletely to sheet 22 of packing material of inner
package 3. | sopredersed enbodiaenion sépddengra 32 is heat sealed to sheet
22 of packing material of inner package 3. 14 Alternatively, stiffener 32
may be glsued to sheeth@2 Fafyupacki hgandt € admiofdimerer, package B.ap 5
comprises a movable portion 37; and a fixed border 38
fixed permanently to the outer surface of inner package
3 and separated from movable portion 37 by a tear line
39 which 1is torn when unsealing cover flap 5. Fixed
10 border 38 of cover flap 5 ©provides for further
stiffening inner package 3 externally at extraction
opening 4, assists in maintaining the original shape of
inner package 3 as 1t is emptied, and so prevents inner
package 3 from collapsing, thus making it difficult to
15 withdraw the remaining cigarettes and, in particular, to
open and close movable portion 37 of cover flap 5.
In a preferred embodiment, fixed border 38 of cover
flap 5 is heat sealed to sheet 22 of packing material of
inner package 3. Alternatively fixed border 38 of cover
20 flap 5 may be glued to sheet 22 of packing material of
inner package 3.
In the embodiments shown in the drawings, edges 14
and 15 are all square. In a different embodiment not
shown, the four longitudinal edges 14 are non-square
25 rounded or bevelled edges.
In different embodiments not shown, at least some

of longitudinal edges 14 or at least some of transverse

edges 15 are rounded or bevelled (as in the packet of



As shown in Figures 17 and 18, stiffener 32 conprises a front wall 33 and a
bottomwall 34. In a 5 different enbodi nrent not shown, stiffener 32 only
conprises front wall 33. In the Figure 1-18 enbodi nents, grip tab 21
of cover flap 5 forns an integral part,ij@nd is defined by a bottom
extension, of cover flap 5. In other words, grip 10 tab 21 is forned by
appropriately shaping cover flap 5 wthout applying any external elenents
to cover flap 5. Gip tab 21 may be fol ded 180 upwards onto the rest of

cover flap 5@1591??@@5 %iﬁgc%b%i P tpb 21 byt h?\f%%%g?ktli%“t hi gpegbodi ment,

however, closing I1d 7 tends to nove 15 grip tab into its original

unf ol ded pOS@ié%5ﬁD%§@eM@iﬁé%@, tebcRlsome ey dhdftealhatoc@sdp by the
user the next tine lid 7 is opened. In the Figure 19-24 enbodi nment, grip

tab 21 of coved &bap 3rikssivBirkicalddydNdependentocofnormnghifrl vegndfqt o,
cover flap 5, so grip tab 21 conprises a glued portion 35 glued to cover
flap 5, and ar flveees potd ieafy36. (1. e. not glued to cover flap 5) which can be
fol ded 180 onto glued portion 35. In a preferred enbodi nent, glued portion
35 of grisp tab 21 sai dlitfifalrent] ozstedi®Snbeneat leHfawe ppatken 36 of grip
tab 21, and free portion
cigarettes may be as described in Patent Application
EP1066206A1; in which case, each major lateral wall 11,
12 1is outwardly convex, 1s connected to each minor
lateral wall 13 along a sharp longitudinal edge 14, and
10 forms an obtuse dihedral angle with each minor lateral
wall 13. Each major lateral wall 11, 12 comprises a flat
central portion, and two longitudinally creased lateral
bands; and each lateral band 1s curved with its
concavity facing inwards to connect the central portion
15 to the minor lateral wall 13 and form an obtuse dihedral
angle with the minor lateral wall 13.

Clearly, changes may be made to packets 1 of
cilgarettes with the design described in Patent
Application EP1066206A1, such as forming partly convex

20 walls, or forming only one convex wall as opposed to two
opposite convex walls, or forming convex minor lateral
walls 13 as opposed to convex major lateral walls 11 and
12. By way of example, a number of variations of the
packet of cigarettes described 1in Patent Application

25 EP1066206A1 are proposed in Patent Application
WO03026984A1.

Packet 1 of cigarettes as described above has

numerous advantages, by being cheap and easy to produce,



36 can be fol ded 180 downwards onto glued portion 35, so that closing lid 7
tends to keep grip tab 21 in the down-fol ded position, so grip tab 21 is
easier to grip 15 by the user the next time |lid 7 is opened. In the
Figure 1-24 enbodi nents, the whole frong;portion of cover flap 5 can be
lifted off inner package 3 for access to extraction opening 4. 5In the
Figure 25 and 26 enbodi nent, cover flap 5 conprises a novable portion 37;
and a fixed border 38 fixed permanently to the outer surface of inner

package 3 angnéeﬁﬁrﬁéfﬁk£{€fﬁinyﬁglEoPPé%%O §5eb¥%§io?@%o%%?g?$§p@2iCh i's

torn when unseal ihg cover ap 5. Fixed order

provi des forefdrther; stdffeningyd ners pagkage 3 external ly at extraction
opening 4, assists in maintaining the original shape of inner package 3 as

it is enptied, angbsopiEvepysronaehgpackage 314 rapveel kapsigibug hys making
it difficult to 15 wthdraw the remaining cigarettes and, in particular, to
open and cl ocsgyamyatd € poteiroshdétof2xover afikapght packidg mapeeferred
enbodi ment, fixed border 38 of cover flap 5 is heat sealed to sheet 22 of
packi ng rat er$ alfodflednrroygackhge dxoull t ef natiiowelet tfasxedpbokder 1380 6Hf cover
20 flap 5 may be glued to sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3.
cilgarettes described above can be produced using a
substantially standard packing machine.
In packet 1 of cigarettes described above, 1lid 7,
being held in the closed position by collar 16, is still
10 held in the closed position even if cover flap 5 1is
eliminated (torn off) by the user. It is important to
note that +this feature even enables packet 1 of
cigarettes as described above to be produced with non-
square rounded or bevelled 1longitudinal edges 14 or
15 transverse edges 15.
Finally, lateral walls 18 of collar 16 cover the
corresponding lateral walls of inner package 3, which,
in the case of a heat sealed inner package 3, show
unsightly seals.
20 In view of 1ts numerous advantages, the design of
packet 1 of cigarettes as described above may also be
applied as a whole to the manufacture of a carton of
cilgarettes, which is substantially identical to packet 1

as described above, except that i1t contains packets, as

25 opposed to a group, of cigarettes.



In the enbodi nents shown in the drawi ngs, edges 14 and 15 are all square.
In a different enbodi nent not shown, the four |ongitudinal edges 14
are non-square 25 rounded or bevel |l ed edges. In different enbodi nents
not shown, at |east sone of |ongitudinal edges 14 or at |east sone of
transverse edges 15 are rounded or bevelled (as in the packet of 16
cigarettes described in Patent Application EP-A 0764595). Alternatively,
bot h sone | ongitudi nal edges 14 and sone transverse edges 15 may be

non- squar e rounded or bevell ed edges. 1Bln a different enbodi nrent not shown,
packet 1 of cigarettes may be as described in Patent Application
EP1066206A1; in which case, each mafdAIMateral wall 11, 12 is outwardly
convex, is connected to each mnor lateral wall 13 along a sharp

| ongi tudi nal edge 14, and 10 fornms an obtuse di hedral angle with each m nor
lateral wall 13. Each major lateral wall 11, 12 conprises a flat central
portion, and %MUAI%%@¥%%%|%EIT?b%?%%s%ﬁt}%%%?alc%%ﬂ 5513%d each | ateral
band is curved with its concavity fa ng. i nwards to connect the central
portion 15 to? t%%o%?n%f T%?%?%T %éﬁ ©1%%and form an obtuse dihedral angle

with the m nor ter ri n s
packets 1 of C|g§Pet es t?ﬁé%?j gggﬁg%k gsé¥| 9%9 ggPate ﬁpga%%gilon
EPLO6620641, 2 SUER 25, LM N0 PRI LLYq CeBY R0 LGl Scofitaf REHT BYC0H ¥, One

convex wall as o pose to two opposite convex walls, or form ng convex
mnor |lajerdd wall srddi@s, opposed tosganvex-dmjale | ahiefead Waldisikleand 12.

By way of exanple, a nunber of variations of the packet of C|garettes
descri besetwedat eAt ofppl ig@iion and a closed position opening and
closing the open top end respectively;
an inner package housed inside the outer container,
enclosing the group of tobacco articles, and having a
tobacco article extraction opening closed by a cover flap;
and
a rigid collar which is located, folded into a U,
inside the outer container, and projects partly outwards of
the open top end to engage a corresponding inner surface of
the 1lid when the 1lid is in said closed position;

the package being characterized in that the collar is

fixed to the inner package about the extraction opening.

2) A package as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the collar
is glued to the outer container close to the open top end of

the outer container.

3) A package as claimed in Claim 1 or 2, wherein the

collar is heat sealed to the inner package.



25 EP1066206A1 are proposed in Patent Application WO03026984A1.

Packet 1 of cigarettes as descri bed above has nunerous advantages, by being
cheap and easy to produce, 17 and by nmintaining the correct shape of

i nner package 3, even as inner package 3 is enptied. Mor eover, by
folding collar 16 about the group of cigarettes after sheet 22 of airtight
packing material 5 is fol ded about the group of cigarettes, packet 1 of
cigarettes described above can be produced using a substantially standard
packi ng machi ne. In packet 1 of 18 garettes descri bed above, lid 7,
being held in the closed position by collar 16, is still 10 held in the

cl osed positiéh évardfagpves tllapnsd sirel Chithat éd (1t o n ohEyrehy tiHee user.
It is inportant to note that this feature even enabl es packet 1 of

ci garetteslasrdéesceiped hpovect snherppaddkedd- wi th non-square rounded or

bevel | ed | ongi tudi nal edges 14 or 15 transverse edges 15. Finally,

| ateral walls 18 of collar 16 cover the corresponding | ateral walls of

i nner package_3, which, in the case, of a  heat seal nner e 3, show
unsi ght |y seafs. “20PA P& o‘iasltaf  odd' a80&nt e dl%%ﬁ?cislgﬁ ? packet

1 of cigaretéeg %%edqiﬁflbed gb%y%igpwxgl§g bgﬂygy gggg%§ly éénkgathe

nanufacture Of 'a carton o are mhlc i'S substanti ical to

packet 1,33 deseL) bed @ﬂ?@vsol%fegapé{]%pbgegoaﬁaﬂ@é pﬁﬁéﬁtgacﬁgge.

6) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 5,
wherein the «collar comprises a front wall positioned
contacting a front wall of the outer container; and two
lateral walls located on opposite sides of the front wall
and positioned contacting two minor lateral walls of the

outer container.

7) A package as claimed in Claim 6, wherein the collar
comprises a rear wall positioned contacting a rear wall of

the outer container.

8) A package as claimed in Claim 6 or 7, wherein the
collar comprises a top wall positioned contacting a top wall
of the outer container and not fixed to the top wall of the

outer container.

9) A package as claimed in Claim 8, wherein the collar
comprises an extraction opening superimposed over the

extraction opening of the inner package.



25 opposed to a group, of cigarettes. 18 CLAI M 1) A package of
tobacco articles, conprising: a group of tobacco articles; a
cup-shaped outer contai ner having an open top end, and a cup-shaped lid

hi nged to the outer container along a hinge to rotate, with respect to the
outer container, between an open position and a cl osed position opening and

closing the open top end respectively; an i nner package housed i nside
the outer container, enclosing the group of tobacco articles, and having a
tobacco article extraction opening cl@ded by a cover flap; and a

rigid collar which is located, folded into a U, inside the outer container,
and projects pértly macwkads ofstldagped t op efdais ehgageherebrr espondi ng
inner surface of the lid when the lid_is in said c]osed position; t he
package BeAYCERARaePERiREdOfn thRaCOLhe edisl dOTed iHhePUd tihe i et
package about the extraction_opening. 2) A package as clained in

O ai m 1, "ahereln the E%Plﬁ?l%sgﬁlEE% t9LtRE- outer container close to the
open top end of the outer container. 3) A package as clainmed in Claim
1 or 2, wherein the collar is heat sealed to the inner package.

11) A package as claimed in Claim 9 or 10, wherein the
extraction opening of the collar is engaged by a removable
portion of the collar , which removable portion is fixed to

the cover flap and movable with the cover flap.

12) A package as claimed in Claim 11, wherein the
removable portion of the collar 1s separated from the rest

of the collar by a tear line.

13) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 12,
wherein the collar is initially independent of the outer

container , and is glued to the outer container.

14) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 12,

wherein the collar is incorporated in the outer container.

15) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 14,
wherein the collar has retaining members for holding the 1lid

in the closed position.

16) A package as claimed in Claim 15, wherein the

retaining members of the collar are defined by two



19 4) A package as clainmed in CGaim1l or 2, wherein the collar is

glued to the inner package. 5) A package as clained in one of Cains
1 to 4, wherein the collar is fixed to the i nner package over the whole
area of the collar superinposed on the inner package. 6) A package as

claimed in one of Clains 1 to 5 wherein the collar conprises a front wall
positioned contacting a front wall of the outer container; and two | ateral
wal I s | ocated on opposite sides of the front wall and positioned contacting
two minor lateral walls of the outer édntainer. 7) A package as
clainmed in Claim6, wherein the collar conprises a rear wall positioned
contactiHéoéePéapnﬁaEﬂCGEQM%@QM&%ﬁe%%h%hrg@r}nterfeﬁﬂﬂ@&ﬁiﬁﬂ«ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
claimed in Caim6_or 7, wherein the collar conprises a top wall positioned
cont acti h§SalPbFrRal F'2btSt A& biEet t€ont ai ner and not fixed to the top wall
of the outer container. 9) A package as clained in Caim8, wherein
the collar conprises an extraction opening superinposed over the extraction

opening of the,|nner package . 20,1 1y o10), Ajpackagecag glaired in O ai m o,

wherein the ext n-opening o e collar is forne rough the f'ront

wal | and,f be.t gp.wal _L:oﬁe&atch%oﬁqghs'i%s a pocktD AARackage agf‘ffc!r?é megh 4 n

Claim9 or 10, wherein the extraction opening of the coll I's engaged by a

renovabl grparitd oroafi atrtheag8l @8- , WaitGh nrigrpvablgs st | @ Hts o Xed to the
cover flap and novable with the cover flap. 12) A package as cl ai ned
in C ai eddpomherein the renovabl e portion of the collar is separated from
the rest of the collar by a tear line. 13) A package as clained in
one of Clainms 1 to 12, wherein the collar is initially independent of the
outer container , and is glued to the outer container. 14) A package
as clai ned i nl®he Af ralckiage laso dRaimpe@reim tHeiool Ldr ighénednportated in
t he outer container.

pocket 1is formed by cutting along three sides of the front

wall of the collar and raising the cut portion slightly.

19) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 18,
wherein the cover flap has a tear line by which to be torn

off.

20) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 19,
wherein the cover flap has a reusable retaining member for

connecting the cover flap releasably to the inner package.

21) A package as claimed in Claim 20, wherein the
reusable retaining member is defined by non-dry, re-stick

adhesive.

22) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 21,

wherein the outer container is formed by folding a rigid



15) A package as clained in one of Clains 1 to 14, wherein the collar has
retaining nmenbers for holding the lid in the closed position. 16) A
package as claimed in C aim15, wherein the retaining nmenbers of the collar
are defined by two 21 projections projecting laterally to interferentially
engage the lateral walls of the lid . 17) A package as clained in one
of Clains 1 to 16, wherein the collar conprises a pocket fornmed in a front
wal | of the collar and for containing a bottom portion of a coupon.

18) A package as claimed in Caim 17, 4herein the pocket is forned by
cutting along three sides of the front wal | of the collar and raising the
cut port%ﬁng| ingiting, two longjtmdiagRagelsd ElBPAed 37 ohe GG ®E 1 to

18, wherein the cover _fl has tear line by which to be torn off
20} A packaBsVasSel APAEd HASSNE Sof Nergl Dot HES LG N SIS HPRHE SR L 1 ap

has a reusabl reta|n| er for. connecti the over f releasably to
the i nne%I ?g Eaﬁ%s’ %grg% PANSAcKLGE LS @1% Or# 2%1 V\#ﬁ?% fn the
reusabl e, ainin er de y n , stick Si
22) A pacég%é g% %?alﬂg E?%ﬁgheE% %T |%@%1-$%¥2Y?%%her%|tﬂg2§ J%é?
cont ai nef,ig; for el byefpel ding a2 ki ¢idhrd2 panel forming the bottom

wall; and a fifth panel forming a bottom portion of the

front wall.

23) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 22,
wherein the inner package comprises a stiffener located
inside the inner package, between the group of cigarettes

and a sheet of packing material of the inner package.

24) A package as claimed in Claim 23, wherein the
stiffener is fixed to the sheet of packing material of the

inner package, at least about the extraction opening.

25) A package as claimed in Claim 24, wherein the
stiffener 1is fixed completely to the sheet of packing

material of the inner package.

26) A package as claimed in Claim 23, 24 or 25, wherein

the stiffener comprises a front wall.

27) A package as claimed in Claim 23, 24 or 25, wherein

the stiffener comprises a front wall and a bottom wall.



bl ank having two |longitudinal fold Iines, and a nunber of transverse fold
| i nes defining, between the two longitudinal fold lines, a first panel

formng a top portion of the front wall; a second panel form ng the top
wall; a third panel formng the rear wall; a fourth panel formng the
bottomwall; and a fifth panel form ng a bottom portion of the front wall.

23) A package as clainmed in one of Cains 1 to 22, wherein the inner
package conprises a stiffener |ocated inside the inner package, between the
group of cigarettes and a sheet of paéking material of the inner package.
24) A package as clainmed in Caim23, wherein the stiffener is fixed to the
sheet of pack?hy Pat BRFERISf ashecianBedpadkagBe a&tf | 843inabout tehe? 7,
extracti on openi ng 25) A package as clainmed in Caim24, wherein the
stlffeneWhﬁée%PxEHec%ﬁﬁﬁétEi?pt%omﬁél§ﬁ%e% ®f1pak&Png material of the inner
package. 26) A package as clainmed in Caim23, 24 or 25, wherein the
stiffener conprises a front wall. 27) A package as claimed in Caim
23, 24 or 25, erein he stiffener c [ on ttom
wal | . 2&b é8fa agckéﬁk(%s c(%fggd éﬁg%ﬁeﬁgf &FWQelnlﬁ%e fg%4ﬁhere|n
t he cove I ) a med in
d ai n128£a%h§$e€ﬁgP%&§g§ ﬁlg%bpe%@gh%nc%vgfo%?aﬁg%gg§§agﬁeaé?%%%%'malI of
the coll ar. 30) A package as clained in Caim?29, wherein, for easy
grip of the grip tab, the front wall of the collar has a through hole where
the grip tab 9f) thepgexegef kapcrasihsdonnt bhe afinorto, walde refi i, hercold sy
31) A package as clainmed in Claim28, 29 or 30, wherein the grip tab of the
cover fla@pifopis @Ere i gtegr alabparthof firthetcowerl fbap thandcoSlaef haed by a
bott om ext ensi on of the cover fl ap. 32) A package as clainmed in
C ai m 31thwheglei hpleéowhearsy tgra pooipt hebgrifp thab byver usepp tiestgrigntab is
fol ded 180 upwards onto the rest of the cover flap.

the front wall of the collar.

31) A package as claimed in Claim 28, 29 or 30, wherein
the grip tab of the cover flap forms an integral part of the
cover flap, and is defined by a bottom extension of the

cover flap.

32) A package as claimed in Claim 31, wherein, for easy
grip of the grip tab by a user, the grip tab is folded 180°

upwards onto the rest of the cover flap.

33) A package as claimed in Claim 28, 29 or 30, wherein
the grip tab of the cover flap is initially independent of

the cover flap, and i1s glued to the cover flap.

34) A package as claimed in Claim 33, wherein a free

portion of the grip tab is folded 180° onto a glued portion



33) A package as clained in daim28, 29 or 30, wherein the grip tab of the
cover flap is initially independent of the cover flap, and is glued to the

cover flap. 34) A package as clained in Caim33, wherein a free
portion of the grip tab is folded 180 onto a glued portion 24 of the grip
t ab. 35) A package as clained in Caim34, wherein the glued portion

of the grip tab is initially |located beneath the free portion of the grip
tab, and the free portion is folded 1800 downwards onto the gl ued portion.
36) A package as clainmed in one of d&idns 1 to 35, wherein the cover flap
conprises a novable portion; and a fixed border fixed permanently to the
outer suPfatBeofriRetfhiner package and separated fromthe novabl e portion
by a tear line which is torn when unsealing the cover flap. 37) A
package as clainmed in C aim 36, mherein the fi xed border of the cover flap

i s heat | t of t f th k
38) A package b B BNEA PN 0l 4 360 worer it né 1 T4y Bt der of 1% cover
flap is ghued fo g sheet f; packing mmierial of, the.nner ackage e

free portion of the grip tab, and the free portion is folded

180° downwards onto the glued portion.

36) A package as claimed in one of Claims 1 to 35,
wherein the cover flap comprises a movable portion; and a
fixed border fixed permanently to the outer surface of the
inner package and separated from the movable portion by a

tear line which is torn when unsealing the cover flap.

37) A package as claimed in Claim 36, wherein the fixed
border of the cover flap 1s heat sealed to a sheet of

packing material of the inner package.

38) A package as claimed in Claim 36, wherein the fixed
border of the cover flap 1s glued to a sheet of packing

material of the inner package.



