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2135981 | nprovenents in or relating to a di spenser THE PRESENT 'INVENT!ON {'
rel ates jo dispensers, and particularly to dispeners such as condi nent

shaker sf; Wperein provision-is nade for the sel ective dispensing of

condi mepf §4t hrough a plurality of distinct di'spensing ports. 5 Such shakers

are wel | own and basically fall into two categories, those incorporating

mul tiple dispensing ports, each provided mtth its own individually lgr
mani pul at ed cover conponent, and those wherein sel ective opening of the

ports requires mani pul ation of a single cover. Exanpl es of vi ded
with, multiple discharge ports with separate nmani pul abl e covzaiggﬁg%géﬁ

for each port are described in U S. Desi.gn Patent No. 200,270 and U. S
Patent No. 3,262,606. In these patents, the cover consists of two separate
nani pul abl € conmponents, each specif- 15 ically associated with one of
the ports and configured to conformsolely to the associated port. Thus,
the cover itself is a rather elaborate structure capable of being utilized
only in one specific orientation relative tothe top wall. In fact, it wll
be noted that as,describe pt No. 200, 270 the cover is
permanent |y affi B Smteﬁgs ltno°|5 % qffng 9 'sg gr exanpl e of this general
type of dispenser is described in U S DeS|gn Pat ent No. 173,652, which

describes a di spepgerp Fh?sdwg ROAA RO C@T@%t%rﬁ.ﬁﬂn@% R %Pﬁaﬂ&r[?h%r.

upper ends. The upper ends are each seal ¥ an i ndi vi dual open%U
conponent speci fﬁ@aﬁmefsmbcﬁlsa%‘é#'ﬂ?éfé alsrs, Wheggip proyjsign sy

3,381, 859, descr skiestiag Qidpersifh SPREEIdMY tirgudh btpllatit offdist inde Riispensiag h
with its own port, and wherein all of the ports are sinultaneously opened

by mani puI5at| on 8PS si ngl e cover nenber. 30 -2-

Such shakers are well known and basically fall into two categories,
those incorporating multiple dispensing ports, edch provided with its own
individually manipulcted cover component, and those wherein selective
opening of the ports requires'manipulaﬁon' of a single cover.

10

Examples of shakers provided with multiple discharge ports with
separate manipulable cox./er components for each port are described in U.S.
Design Patent No. 200,270 and U.S. Patent No. 3,262,606. In these patents,
the cover consists of two separate manipulable components, each specif-
ically associated with one of the ports and configured to conform solely to
« the associated port. Thus, the cover itself is a rather elaborate structure
capable of being utilized only in one specific orientation relative to the top
“wall. In fact, it will be noted that as described in U.S. Design Patent No.

200,270 the cover is permdnenﬂy affixed to the top wall.
20 '

Another example of this general type of dispenser.is described in U.S.
Design Patent No. 173,652, which describes a dispenser having separate
compartments that are open at their upper ends. The upper ends are each
sealable by an individual openable component specificc‘lly associated fhere-'

25 with.

U.S. Patent MNo. 3,381,859, describes another dispenser having
multiple compartments, each with its own port, and wherein all of the ports

are simultaneously opened by manipulation of a single cover member.
30
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U.-S. Patent -No. 3,093,272, is directed to. yet another form of dispenser
\ﬂrierel n mani pul ation of a cover is required not only to align outlets with
i ndi vi dual “ports, but also to effect an opening and closing of the

I ndi vidual ports. Wth shakers of this general type, manipul ation of t
cover ‘relative to the container nornmally requires the use of two han e
stabilizing the. container and the other rotating the cover. Furthe
al‘r-gnrrent with a specific port, fromthe cl ozed position of the cove

nofmal |y requires what mght be considered an excess rotation of the cover

un the desired port is located. 10 An aim of the present invention is at
| east to mitigate the WboRatest dds03j0@B2d2iis hdipedted tr.tyetli epthareristm of
According to the | r | e g

and sel ectively cﬁgsb\ég%l %ge;ﬁrgorﬁﬂ* érelﬁflgr\(gré* ﬁ éﬁv@hé??ﬁ?@ﬁe Q’%Flw(')ﬂeﬂao?ﬂé‘
plurality of di s&ﬂ‘é@@%"’p@r'@é*‘"@&i’ aodsshiralen teeffp ﬂmﬁgean:m{%!pﬁea ohahe ng

bottom and si de wa&.bmuqalaena. thNarkdkerssef dhwabéﬁerdlefw r\'ﬁaﬁiﬂuh'ﬂ‘bﬁréﬁihhe
conpartnerst, and said t

i sch arg

Cheret hrough a soeneeiBfivie thRapaliedh fertidiy ek P Brsiite, ot B R evso
over said top walstebibzing ¢l econtginen qndsithe catber getatimnithe t cgvenal |Fuvtheng
adapted to close oﬁ#\%nﬁnﬁhwskﬁtcy SBECiFCSBOAT GPoROfeS by 'd3GHHA BE thePBbldrOn

e one of d di 5¢ch arge_ ports and ect |ve nmovabl e
relative to the meraPHu&rawres waatcoNght hsceqnsisiered mn exeess coisdion of fdgicaven in
whi ch the -al i gnedingil 38 dégRdIVr is 1Bcdledsed by the portion and a second,
open, 25 10 position to enable discharge of material through the aligned
di scharge port, said cover being adapted to be received over said top wall
in any of a plurality Asf ajposf tthemsesenhdneptiootis vt lgastdeabitigaperthe probidms he

“cover aligning V"'Jsﬁbc@&%d%jrlﬁ@jigr éyﬁs&%%g& sports in any selected position of
: 5. _

said cover. 30 I spenser of the present invention
utilizes a unique top wall and cover conbi nati on wherei n. one condi ment can

be selectively di Spenmofdlﬁgnfarmeqﬁeerafonafﬁélrélr@btdﬂdéafadfs@tehs%etfoalhawﬁg ge
movabl o porti on 5 BL DA PRI & CAFEl &t 1108 B SSusl EYSereel U
port and is novalpleabiét wEealischbrge pontsit sats dispenses ealripnigirighe soptarineraimay img
second pOSItlon %Wnt TN },QQ \pglrlst &Y a top wall, said walls defining an internal
compcr’rmenf and said top wall having a plurality of discharge ports
therethrough at spaced points thereabout; a cover removably receivable
20 ‘over said top wall, said cover, when positioned over said top wall being
. adapted to close the plurality of discharge ports but including a portion
thereof alignable with one of said discharge ports and selectively movable
relative to the remainder of the cover between a first, closed, position in
' . which the aligned discharge port is. closed by the portion and a second, open,
_ 25 _position to enable discharge of material through the aligned discharge port,
said cover beiﬁg adapted to be received over said top wall in any of a
plurality of positions, the selectively movable portion of the cover aligning

with one of said discharge ports in any selected position of said cover.

_30 _ Thus, the dispenser of the present invention utilizes a unique top wall
and cover combination wherein one condiment can be selectively dispensed
from any one of a plurality of distinct discharge ports by vtilizing o' cover
with a single movable portion or component. The movable portion rnay be
svitably positioned relative to a single selected port ond is movab!e between
35 a first position sealing this port and a second posmon away from the port ¢

enable discharge therethrough. -



enabl e di scharge therethrough. -3- The cover is selectively posi ti onabl e
on the top wall for an alignment of the novable, port exposing, :portion

k' 'any selected one of the ports for exposure.thereof, the cover sealing
enmi ni ng ports until such time as the cover is phyS|caIIy removed and
r eBo? tjoned for alignment of the novable portion.with another one of the
~di §pensing ports. In this manner, once a <Bterm nati on has been nade as tor ~
t he typé of port desired for the condinent contained in the container, the™
cover is nounted with the novabl e conponent or portion overlying the chosen;
port. The chosen pdhe couer tsrﬁs#powebcpw@ma%@oadbeggrwaﬂeﬁoelcy ignoegh a -’

mani pul ation obf 3k movcslgeg&'f @b@s HE)\5oPH8n GONEENyCRAIRAEE Bhe M“ﬂl\ébortf?@?or

remainin orts are effectively sealed a
hosai bi I 0ty of Sxepsats. Forripty theneven coriing by ropgnaPeIhantbruh VEiost o

t here bgt a congsiee Cum&edds:lpﬁ'lysinaﬂjb netmdvied earad deﬁ&s&ﬁ@ﬂd bexr talighdniest axfn tiegii ckly
be eff dth | t f e bl e
e ef fected 1 NhiaBiePpit R Hith CPohER" 8le 8 disBEnsfiR Sdredt! Ui hidSnfiRhep Ol

conponent al i gne new 'y cchosen nvent ionh
found to provi géce Redederminaotige hos deen made gsota Hegbirerefcrard deyired for Hha de

nul tiple novablkendiM@RPNEMIGined ROIthé omneme.a FHY Rlové© .@Xﬂe&ﬁedlmfﬁrﬁm
ports. Further articul ar ort ha chosen ot necessary
to mani pul ate ﬂ?é’aélre?t FPEPRMREr O P8 tt"?ﬂa ot Y'r“&ri}‘ 2‘8°%ﬁ5’ BB@‘m n6 & rfi8%Dsi ng
of the chosen pertt canlthen esqlﬂchealyabeedacbssedlmesé!yanhngghoavmadpmmiopubﬁat|on
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the invention enser con :
substantial |y timesngifestivebnseejad aaacinst anmepassibilitiynef apcracidentalf opaningshaker

bei ng formed othépasf. Ia; %@écrﬁ@héwén%ﬁdw fHerd ed @é&%@i%us &eaéaeﬁ%i Bizkn i s
provi ded integ ree disti nct-

di schar ge porté’%tﬁ's"ﬁe? néeis P8 qw&&iﬁ %ﬂe;}fﬁ%‘d&mt@ s%aﬁwfeoaermf%*m'f
t he side wal | stheltmver owith the momtﬂetatnpagerﬁeﬂﬂgna@mhﬁaﬁfm n‘emiy ahdsenfpottie
ports, il§8 received over the top wal | . - |

The invention has been found to provide the ddvanfage that it is no

longer necessary to provide multiple movable components or portions on a

cover to expose different ports. Further, once a pai_'ﬁcular port has been

_ chosen, it is not necessary to manipulate the entire cover. 'Té'fhe contrary,

20 an opening and closing of the c¢hosen port only requires a relatively
straightforward manipulation of a single movable component of the cover.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention g dispenser, in the form

of a condiment shaker has a substantially triangular configuration, the

- 23 - container ‘portion of ‘the shaker being formed of equiicferal walls with -
rounded c'xpéxes._ A closed bottom is provided integral with the side walls.
The top wal I,"whe'rein three distinct discharge ports are defined, is mounted,
‘through a snap-lock interfit, to the side walls. The cover, incorporating

30 sealing means for all of the ports, is received over the top wall.

One of the port sealing means on the cover is incorporated in a
movable portion of the cover which is hingedly connected with the
" remainder. of the cover to enable exposure of the por’r cllgned fherewufh by
upward pivoting of the movable cover porhon In this manner, once a

35 " decision has been made s to the type of port desired for a parficu'or

condiment, the cover can be mounted with the single mampuloble portion of

the cover positioned selecfxvoly to expose or conceal the chosen port. If use
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30 One of the port sealing means on the cover is incorporated in a nmova
rtion of the cover which is hingedly connected with the remai nder of/t
cover to’ enabl e exposure of the port aligned therewith by upward pivoty
of the novable cover portion. In this manner, once a decision has bee
‘made as to the. type of port desired for a partlcular condi nent, the cover -
car-be mounted with the single manipul able portion of the cover positioned
sefectively to expose or conceal the chosenmport. |f use -4- of a
different port is dictated by, for exanple, the use of the shaker with a -

dif ferent type of condi nent, the cover need nerely ualhﬁ
re%c{gl tioned to @i ¢gifferent potiisicisied bynf Q'rFéFE‘BLF tfge |UF%°IC)\7%¥ lg%ar “3bb8r at e
with the newy cliprpentPeyde oﬁlcﬁhalﬁfeh)’,, fHd"laS\FBtCﬂibeaiSrﬁehdytlm@ quidkly insaramtip- 5
nounted in position,..ther

ts, th bi
mul tiple interchZRg¥ENed ?Bﬁ’l\ﬂﬁl*hgxﬂl’/h‘s’?f?%lﬁ’f’ﬁt'%g%rs\légés§% %{' \fep:)qr%\éin 8?}9,-&9
ei ther, or both, withnite mewly adhosen porta Emwlmmgnasnhwcfnnsjéhe tomwalhis Sndp-
i nventi on smay bemQB&%gf?rP s HidAD dﬁ%ﬁé !‘? %@4 Sﬂ1e19055tbth¥)h%tf behvidiRg for

features thereof e preci a di ment "of the jnvention

" now be descri bedeB}P'Web’:fhﬂéﬂ%ﬂ%? o WP hwl“‘éf"é"r EWC'@CFEF"th‘éf %F@(Yl#‘r%ﬁ?#?fg

. .drawings, in \/\hl@,&'bofﬂ@de&cohm.ﬁeraorp@h eolérve view of a 'dispenser of the
present 15 invention with the cover thereon in a closed position;

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view sinilar Figure | ilustrating the cover in
an open position expoki orgleo rtbatd it dventi pumt beimnére readily andenstpadhand so
remaining jport s ﬁa@' ﬁhm?%ﬁ%%é&ﬁ P BE SRBFL R G erRbodidiEntof naaser

~of Figure | but Ire cover renoved iis an enl arge
cross-sectional ipveniiemndl nounBe srsqrifedy byvay z%exomplepwmereéa@&ﬁ&at Bng

line 4-4 in Fi gus&olrpahyiayReawings, ia vﬂﬁéﬁtl al cross-sectional view, with the
conponents N

he

FIGURE | is a perspective view of aq “dispenser of the present
15 invention with the cover thereon in a closed position;
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view similar to Flgure | ilustrating the

" cover in an open position exposing one dispensing port while maintaining the
remaining ports sealed;
20 '
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the dispenser of Figure | but with

the entire cover removed;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken substantially on a

25 . plane passing along line 4-4 in Figure I; *

FIGURE 5 is a partial cross—secﬁoncl view, with the components
exploded from eqch ofher, ‘taken subsfcmtlolly on a plcne passmg along line
-5-5in Figure I; '

30
FIGURE 6 is a bottom plan view of the top wall of the dispenser;

FIGURE 7 is a partial perspective view of the upper portion of the

dispenser corresponding to Figure 2 but with the cover recriented, relative

35 to Figure 2, for the exposure of a second selected one of the dispensing ports;
and



>

he

X | taken substantially on a pl ane ‘passi' ng-al ong |ine
5-pNn\Figure 1; 30 FIGURE 6 is a bottomplan view of the top wall of t

di mger; FIGURE 7 is a partial perspective view of the upper portlon of

- thg spenser corresponding to Figure 2 but with*the cover reoriented,

P relatf've 35 to Figure 2, for the exposure of a second sel ected one of

: the di spensing ports; and -5- FIGURE 8.4.s a sectional detail ;\
iI'lustrating the snap-locking interen- gagenment of a cover nounted sealing
flange with a correspondi ng dispensing port collar. 5 .Referring

to the draw ngs,

of t he sent i nventi on

. condi hak
' desi gnated ai - EooRE Sha Ry tne RER e, BUR R Rerr TGS Hhpetshos

a MeUre 8ds anfedionehietall I?Bludﬂrﬁﬂﬁ@aﬁé sndpR IdcRingf mﬂ'éﬁeﬁf- a

* cont ai ner body peet calldri ning a single internal conpartnent, a top wall 14,
. that is adapted to be snap-locked to one end of the container body 12,
. and a coyer
" relation to the topReiTringsto the fmawingsy giresfertadermbrdinEAk Pf Bdﬂipeﬂe'hé% a

. Cross section tthatfors Sﬂbcstc’bﬁﬂin@édfysmeequtb@b&ﬁa{g tfediaprgd Qfaﬂ{i @%@m ses

. vertically elona S|de tions eagc wi dt h
: and of an equal rgl’er':n‘g'lfl’f‘%at Sﬁ% Cf’ﬁ?m%n ?%%éhagﬁ% ﬁe?onsﬁgcﬁ;\’\%l f’fmﬁg 20 .
. that defines t lwpitamgtontdiaemeady tZadeémdis q/\ﬂhgiepo‘rerntnirmn'l@r*fpefﬂ‘f, @rt!’bl walhas an

arcuate confi Gbakhnis GRofdrélbBUnTRASRCUNBSCOINSS Tnobiioldee 1oap! 2] ner

12 whereww condi hents or

16 that js releasably and.adjustabliy nouptable in _overlying

hown |n Figure 4

10

er

. body 12 is for®Bd ‘W°Pﬁe"ar55|Wégﬁaﬂel‘ﬁ’&g@)’oﬁmdoetjl“é?ﬂ%lfﬂ‘°°2'2°b THe ‘b‘éﬁ’fﬁ?ﬁery of -
t he bottom wal reldfiohToph@topsiediiviat h a depending ridge 24 which slightly

el evates the | ower surface of the bottom wall
i ndi cia, which may be used as

"nol ded-i n"

15
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As illustrated, the container body 12 has a cross section that is
substantially an equilateral triangle and comprises vertically elongate side
wall portions [8, each of an equal width and of an equal angular orientation

to one another. Each wall portion 20 that defines the angle between the side

wall portions 18, preferably has an arcuate configuration, so aveiding sharp
inner corners with the container 12 wherein condiments or the like may
wedge. )

As shown in Figure 4, the body 12 is formed with an integral base or
bottom wall 22. The periphery of the bottom wall 22 is provided with a
depending ridge 24 which slightly elevates the lower surface of the bottom
walll to enable accommodation of "molded-in" indicia, which may be used as

. a source designation or the like, without affecting the stability of the

standing shaker.

The contdiner body 12 terminates in an opén upperQend and presents a

‘continuous upper edge 30. An integrally defined protruberance or rib 28

extends continuously about an inner surface of the side wall of the container

body immediote!y below the dpper edge 30.

The top wall 14, which is desirably a one-piece moulded assembly,

" mcludes a planor base ponel 32 that hos a conf:gurchon conformmg to the
'cross—sechonol conflgurahon of the body 12, The panel 32 includes a

dependmg peripheral flange 34 ‘that terminates at a lower edge 36 which is
positioned to abut directly cgcunsT the upper edge 30 of the container body

to enabl e acconmodati on of



S5\
35 . a source desrgnatron or the Iike, wrthout affecting the %@Jty of .

‘e standing shaker. The container body 12 term nates in an open pper-end K
‘and presSents, a continuous upper. edge 30. An integrally defined L
protruberance or rib 28 30 - extends continuously about an inner surface
of the side wall of the container body inmediately bel ow the upper edge 30.
The-top wall 14, which is desirably a one-piece noul ded assenbly, i ncl udes
‘a ‘stanar base panel 32 that has a confi gurat_gon conforming to the
cross-sectional configuration of the body 12. The panel 32 includes a
'-deggnding peri pheral flange 34 that term nates at a | ower edge 36 which is

positioned to abuuzdba:eahldrga@ahnai fﬁdﬁﬁ:ptwenheﬂgeo{a’& thet;i};e:phefﬁl&’idﬂ@é 3hody
12 upon an ali gnrrent he,t.0 14 there %lpee?rfl her fl ange 34

t
e Shaped to dor HotngBed 8cdatile, doirinptig, T O hre Rl S & 2kflon’ coiPFE
pondi ng to one of p@ﬂ@ﬂg&ﬂigmnarofmmarpulur vorlk p@Qians 20hef thentanitaieer body 1220t 0

facilitate sel ect 4 b€
5 descri begwldﬁig:[%eﬁ’g%%hfr{ %Kaiégﬁﬁﬁar nt egr!ﬁ?:J #‘ang‘gasﬂfgnﬂteggnds

fromthe pgnel 32d¢eseribaddvidhsr hesstreglowar al el rel ation to the peripheral
flange 34. The inner flange 40 is positioned to be received within the
upper portion of the cqntain . u seaj,i ng of .the | ower
edge 36 of the outer’ fgaﬁe§8n§4ngﬁr¥lhé°%epgq d&aﬂgd% 350 h-)[ehgangkgh ol ™SFalY he
cont ai ner body 2. sHagediperglleh relotion tpdhe ipenipbérd litange BhgeTh jnnehifkingddifeisds
to a greater distanehodditfh bl%etUtal withifl e Bhberl b bf §6d clffathedbody 12

outwardly rected conti nuous rib pon ‘a forcef downwar
moverment of the t¥RPARRAtingLf ﬂhedwger. ﬁﬁ’ﬁ@di%a%mﬁ petesflange Yoy thesupper ¢dog 23
in order to provi sleoatpesspém vcp yethdeéraaﬁrabbed)} Qplﬁumecafatrbﬁeﬁ @&fmldf ﬂ:é to

t he cont ai ner bod a Otﬁ‘f. ? ‘1% and 42f| n% rfrde t g ces

w th an i nherent d' e ol F B ft°y° T e ﬁc?u %rd@d'lgf

enabl es a snap-| oemvm;dornfbm quirpangi legﬂeﬂmonheumqb ‘Qwhid\, son a forcefui
cont e”pl ated that d&@rﬁéﬂd%o@n%%%e"\f# wblntl@r ‘?&:tks ll&ﬂ%f@@@ﬁelm' ha bogv

provi des a; osrtrvezé retention o
agai nst any acci d6Rt%8 N ¥rER i PraYidec? posit 'VMFT 63'9?5°Phe|°§’&ﬁﬁ°f |ﬂr‘ﬁa"°cﬂ ‘fVB'Mf'lg
“for a manual renowalth@fcohfindrobody 2. Both ribs 28 and 42 include tapered surfaces

which, with an inherent degree of flexibility in the flange 42 and body 12,
enables a snap-locking of the top wall |4 to the body 12. 1t is confemplofed
that the ribs 28 and 42 will interact in a manner which .provides a positive

20 retention of the top wall 14 on the body 12 _against any accidental release
therefrom, while at the same time allowing for a manual removal of the top
wall for purposes of replacement, cleaning, or the like.

Three dispensing ports 44 are provided in the top wall 14, each

25 . located immediately inward of one of the apexes of the substantially
triangular top wall 14, Each port 44 includes one or more dispensing
openings through the top panel 32, and a surrounding upwcrd-ly projecting

annular collar 46. In the illustrated embodiment, one port presents a single

enlarged dispensing opening through the panel 32, a second port presents two

30 elongate or slotted dispensing. openings and the third port incorporates four
circular dispensing openings. [t will be appreciated that the dispensihg
openings may be of any suitable form or shape.— The collars 46 of each of
the ports are of the same size and confi rqura'non. Further, each collar 46, as
will be noted from the detailed view of Figure 8, includes an inwardly

35 directed lip 48.



wal | for purposes of replacenent, cleaning, or the like. Three dispensing .
S 44 are provided in the top wall 14, each 25 | ocat ed Lnnediately-\J :
rd of one of the apexes of the substantially triangular top walt 14 .

port 44 includes one or nore di spensing openings through the top panel

32, and a surroundi ng upwardly projecting annular collar 46. In the

|IIustrated enbodi nent, one port presents.7a single enl arged di spensi-ng s

openi ng through the panel 32, a second port presents two 30 el ongat e

or slotted dispensing openings-and the third port incorporates four

circul ar di spensi ngTupehiliagtion iof thieel diskinethn feroiest segardtatpor tseprdivisipe figi ng \J

openi ngs may bg freé?ée&owna&é}h&. 506 Re rsheP8s czhance%i ?F %é&fefffs 6}60& of

the ports are 9 same: si.ze and configuratio Furt her,  each | ar 46,
as will be not®acharged Praheling PEAK(NEPABFINg: ¢fu '9<e Ffeaiied bath ‘P>h\'9€Er dly
35 di rect ﬁﬁdkﬂulﬁf 4ﬁelf and the pbrtiduidr Hizelidrge défsarédnr eRurther] idoet foy tHeor med

separaté ports i ea CceO d e of

condi nents or 'f%(‘)o #’ "{re ngelihcﬁ g%pﬁ%aﬁ %%?lq%? lfigndq “9’8 B Lﬁ’l ng,
or the |ike asesséyube eelmlgmem fory cﬂmlﬁmgdtttfgfﬁuqlifsté ffllhngi thﬁ'\epdrspemrar

di schar ge des'AQ&hloﬁHﬂ* h?ﬁe rd%v&tﬂet héture of the rtw&pllg Q%VW ‘?orofreﬁcﬂﬁ top

wall, both the to y. can be easily r enoved cl,eani ng
and to facili t%ﬂpéoqemqnmfg B\e t%’ewal sipelrgioncesawhets eﬁmﬁwmﬁr@f 'éﬁwm e
nature of the pares nidght Beldaslidedws for ready replacenent of the top wall in

i nstancé® where other forns of dispensing ports.mght be desired. 10 As
best shown in Figures 5 and 6, an integrally formed bar 50 depends fromthe-
under surface of thés pasfeshos'z« inrfigeses Smns 6, smgintegiolhe fergpneddyar 59 dependsof

those ports 44frBRﬁ¥hé ﬂﬁéﬁrpwﬁéé BHthé FHoﬁePBQVHH&géxteh& tléHg‘?tqu&ﬂ?racreé’sCh bar
50 speC|f|caIIéJ %fogles and strengt ens the rrow -
e

mat erial of th o RoEts ¥ thethia wem*ﬁgev* ePH%“'@%ﬁ‘re? i”?r‘é m?fwe&r der .
to facilitate. édchV\b@f Sﬁaiﬁétif@d:altyhf@ltgﬁei hedeste@igahénsethe papdow Gpieigenefs, t he

bar 50 aGt S to, c Per?oq fu&e é&@%Z% f‘SQQ{jHEEQée%m S. fR‘P?!‘?et erJu? ‘tirJ ,iiﬁ ofrgg't ure

S
to facilitate flow of material through these relatively small openings, the

~ bar 50 acts to "break-up" lumps of condiments or foodstuffs. This feature is
particularly desirable if the dispenser is to be used for dispensing con-
diments which have a tendancy to form lurhps or agglomerates, such as
20 sugar, grated cheese, and the like.  As shown in the drawings, each bar 50
tapers, along the length thereof and downwardly from the under surface of
the panel 32, to present a narrow or knife edge, thus enhancing the ability to
maintain a smooth flow through adajcent openings. '
25 ~ The top wall 14 also comprises an upwardly and outwardly directed
offset or shoulde_r 52 immediately above the outer depending flange 34. The .
: shodlder 52 provides for seated reception of the cover 16 as described
hereinafter. '
30 The cover |6 is shaped to correspond to fhe"cohfiguraﬁqh of the top
wall 14 and the container body 12, and thus in the illustrated embodiment, is
generally trianqular with arcuate apexes. The cover 16 includes a cover
panel 54 that has an integral depending peripheral flange 56." The flange is
. discontinuous for a portion of its length, the disconiinuous portion corres-
35 ponding to one of the arcuate apexes, to define a gripping recess 58 similer
to the recess 38 in the outer flange 34 of the top wall 4.
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“partlcularly desirable if the dlspenser Is to be used for dispensing con-
®¥ments which have a tendancy to form |unps or aggl onerates, such as 2
sugar, grated cheese, and the liike. As shown in the draw ngs, each bar
fapers, along the | ength thereof and downwardly from the under surface
the panel 32, to present a narrow or knife edge, thus enhancing the ability
ta-maintain a snooth flow through adajcentmggenings. 25 The top
wakt 14 al so conprises an upwardly and out dly directed offset or
.shoul der 52 i nmedi ately above the outer depending flange 34. The shoul der
5 rovides for seate | e ri feher .
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mounted, the COvefiﬂ.iaﬁsot@"'épp?géme%dthhpﬂ@pé‘?&%"adﬂér{be 56 of the cover |6, upon a

mounting of the cover |6 on the top wall |4, seats or is received on the

annular upwardly and outwardly directed shoulder 52 of the top wall 14. In
. this manner, and as will be noted from Figures | and 4, upon an assembly of
20 the three units of the shaker, the outer surfaces of the units are coplanar,
providing a smooth continuous surface devoid of any prdjecﬁons-.

As shown in Figures | dnd 5, the upper surface of the cover panel 54
. may be proéided with three shallow depressions 64, one aligned with each
25 * depending annular flange 60, which act as a guide or finger-receiving area to
enable the application of preésure to the cover |6 directly over each port to
achieve the desired cover-securing interlock represented in the detail of
Figure 8.
30 While the entire cover is removable as a -u_nif, to expose all three
discharge ports, a portion 66 of the cover 16 is hingedly connected to the
remainder of the cover to enable selective exposure of one of the dispensing
ports 44 while the other ports remain sealed. As shown, the selectively
‘openable portion 66 of the cover 16 incorporates one of the apexes thereof,
35 preferably the apex having the recess 58. This portion 66 is defined by an
elongated hinge-forming line of weakness 68 that extends transversely

across the cover panel 54, perpendicular to an imaginary line bisecting the



afso be appreciated that the peripheral flange 56 of the cover 16,
~ upoh—4  nounting of the cover 16 on.the top wall 14, seats or is received on

t he annular upwardly and outwardly directed shoulder 52 of the top wall 14.:
In this manner, and as will be noted fromFEigures | and 4, upon an assenbl yo.
of the three units of the shaker, the outef-surfaces of the units are d
copl anar, providing a snooth cont i nuous surface devoid of any prolectlons
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: connected to thgndrgggpgo ﬂn\ﬁaﬁi‘%de?'ﬁ%e’}e?h?te‘? nabl e sel ective exposure of one

of the di spensing por orts remain seal ed. As shown,
the selectively openabl e portion 66 of the cover 16 incorporates one of the

apexes  t hereof, prefgragl yhé Eaap%.shavgaag JJAF fp@q&ﬁm?@m yvhs*h@%%f%a 66

is defined by an el ongat ed ormng lin extends
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sel ective openi 0si ng an_al | di spens ngT port- -l n use
cover 16_is al .fgﬁ%"%“ Rg t“ﬁlé’“f‘ﬂb Rﬁaleld'l‘@l Rt teollpes pé. otheg hingedly 'pewtledn 66
overlyi |"l§] t he dicstibarégeofpthiet covier dlf ¢dn thenlte dsillyl mesipuibihéd, that is snapped

open or closed as desired in connection with the dispensing of condiments

erkying sealing relation to the top wall 14 in a nmanner which, while 15 "
i ng acci dental dislocation therefrom -can be readily di sengaged It~
AN

through the selected discharge port. The remaining or fixed portion of the
cover seals the remaining two ports to prevent dny accidental dlscharge
therefro ! While the orientation of the hinge line 68 clearly defines the

20 hingedly J mounted portion 66 of the top cover |6, this portion can also be
readily distinguished by the provision of the gripping recess 58 therein.
The three units or components of the shaker, that is the bedy 12, the
L top wall 14 and the cover |6, may all be molded of an appropriate inert,
25

" non-toxic plastics material.
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*10 sel ectidn of the discharge port to be utilized may be based on the
‘condi nent -contaijied within the dispenser and/or the specific type of .«
- di scharge desi red. Wth the coyer 16 so positioned, the cover is secured to.
the top wall 14 with the three depending annul.ar flanges snap-seal ed T
engagenment Wi th corresponding upwardly projggting port collars 46. g’
hi,Agedl y nounted 15 portion 66 of the cover 16 can then be easil

meat pul at ed, that is snapped open or closed as desired in connection with
t he di spensi ng ofCicaiMB:ments t hrough the sel ected discharge port. The
reqajning or fixed portion of the cover seals the remaining two ports to
prevent any accidental discharge therefrom Wil-e the orientation of the
hi.nge line 68 cldarly Addfspmrtfhehﬂamg and sefheatiyetit dispensirgda pondiment 66 thod
the top cover 16, lhiygoBat tdgn absau#a@.fye@ﬂ'dtsxnéa St hdyl sUad Bboddige
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2. A dispenser cccordmg to claim 1, wherem said selectively movable

20 cover portion lS hmgedly connected with the remainder of the cover.
3. A dispenser according to claim | or claim 2, wherein said top wall is

of an equilateral configuration and the cover has a complementary configur-
ation for reception thereover.
.25 - | '

| "4, " A dispenser according to claim |, claim 2 or claim 3, wherein each
discharge port includes an upwardly directed collar peripherally thereabout,
and said cover includes a plurality of sedling rings that depend from a lower
surface thereof and are receivable in sealing engagement one with each of
30 said discharge _pdrfs, one of said sealing rings being'posifioned to depend
from the selectively movable portion of fhe cover for sealing engagement
“with a discharge port aligned beneath the movable portion in the closed

position of said movable portion.

35 5. A dispenser according to claim 4, further comprising means for

releasably interiocking each said sealing ring within a corresponding collar.
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said cover. 2. A di spehser according to claim 1, wher ei n ‘said- v

. sel ectively novabl e 20 cover portion is. hingedly connected wth the
gioQoder of the cover. 3. A dispenser according to claiml or ¢claim2, g
%v said top wall is of an equilateral configuration and the cover has

a Ceffpl enentary configur- ation for reception thereover. 25 4. A

di spenser according to claim 1, claim2fbr claim3, wherein each di sbh'ar_c\):t‘e;
~port includes an upwardly directed collar peripherally thereabout, and sai

cover includes a plurality of sealing rings that depend froma | ower o
surface therebf and SiPerEEereRAAEI; Fo oM my whersiedentmesns felers®hen Of\-{)

30 - sai d ¢hteflbaking deehlirsng BRE coflas 2bhphisdd co@plemidamiCpitfeddnstéroned to
depend fromthe -selﬁct-i chl%s nngyaé)l.e partion -81‘ thel cpver for sealing, o
engagenent wi ERCT ST GORSTEd Loy MSPRISTIIANR SEIRS BV 98988 AV i n t he

cl osed positi eactofotber duppov dbe efqroeabilenint®@@uction & eachAriigspditser the .
according to glakiBted colldl.t her conprising neans for rel easably interlocking . -
each said sealing ring wthin a corresponding collar. 11111111 111111 h
11111111112 6. A di spenser according to claim 5, wherein the neans

rel easably i n7er| odkilisgerlae betdrahgaRiabOobhelbf TR IS 66 &£ ARt Radaide
proj ections on, ﬁaqh &gl I areraryj 9?31915:9 ata%d r-inn t he ,pr.oj ecti s l_seslq? tively
engagi ng.beyon(? %a'&‘f’! T K u_@ﬁ fe ﬂgrce%f.’tﬂ e"HPT re88lféti8n°° 8gen ng
within the astercwall deingaiemmvably.received diithiessidropetend.di ng t o any one .of _
clains 10 to 6, wherein said side walls include upper edges defining an open
- upper end of f{he container, said.top wall being.renovably received within
sai d open end3 10 8. dispensesj atronding o eim ny fusthararemeiising ynegns, for
conpri si ng neggleadably intérdeciidy yaid mbm whallclditiig th@uppdroghdvgidd wailé.hi n t he upper
end side walls. 9. A di spenser according to claim8, wherein the neans
I nterl ocking the 15 top wall and the side walls include inwardly
proj ecting riB. neaAsdispenser deaoirdieg to claim 8, wherein the means interlocking the
15 top wall and the side walls include inv_varc_ﬂy projecting rib means on said side
walls immediately below the open upper end thereof, first flange means
depending from said top wall for engagement with and along the upper edges
of the side walls, and second flange means depending from said top wall
inward from said first flange means for reception within the upper portion
20 of the side walls, said second flange means including outwardly directed rib
means adapted to be selectively snap-engaged beneath the side wall rib

means.

10. A dispenser according to claim 4 or any claim dependenf thereon,
.25 ‘wherein said cover includes a depression overlying each of said sealing rings,
such depression providing location means for enabling the application of a

closing force to the cover in the region of said sealing rings.

1. A dispenser according to any one of claims | to 10, wherein said
30 container and side walls define a substantially equilateral triangular cross-

section and said top wall has a similar triangular configuration.

12. A dispenser according to claim 11, wherein each discha'rge port is

located immediately inward of one of the apexes of the top wall.
35 ' ' :

13. A dispenser'qccordfng to any one of claims | to 12, wherein three
discharge ports are provided through the top wall.
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'\7\/al | s i medi-ately bel ow the open upper end thereof, first flange .means
dependl ng fromsaid top wall for engagement with and al ong the upper edges
of the side walls, and second fl ange neans depending fromsaid top wall
i nward from said flrst fl ange means for reception within the uppe “Pegtion

20 of the side walls, said second flange neans including o y
di-eected ri b neans adapted to be selectlveI» snap- engaged beneat si de
wa rib nmeans. 10. A dlspenser accordlng to claim4 or any cl a-m
dependent t hereon, .25 wherein said cover includes a depression

okerl ying each ofs.saiA GGk &1 oM fcuahy AR &FS&lafhs PO M, mérenasd.en
means for enabll(g%the afgllctlon a..closin forcetﬁlthe cover B%he
g

" region of said s¥MelRgs AitRigagy f"lc"“fogft'rﬂf'g'bé’ﬂgé idselestiye mPB"‘tHﬁtP%H%“
clains | to 10, udee:rogen:ssdufduea(io includecond afl theroperes of the ovakt.s define a
substantially equil ateral triangular cross- section and said top wall has a
-simlar tgiangular configuration. A dispenser according to claim 11,
‘wherein each di sthargd qurscqcee@ﬂedolmllét atherginthe gelsttively mpvatie

apexes of the tqryiehbf tROcdvdr is dé‘flﬁécﬁﬁ&ea%ﬂgeaﬁ@fndﬁaﬂ&ytsﬁa&w&@ﬁﬁsdﬂ oﬁé a' ns

| to 12, whereinthree dischar rts are ovi ded.throu

12 0 A di spense” B ptar e ar bievetiing. M Ve, 1t penerSiighirreriicdfy
~cover has a tri aetnticnrtoconimaginay ilioe bisedt ingisdidsmlearftsaidégvenopeddse portion
of the cover is defined to include one of the apexes of the cover. 15. A
- di spensermaccor ding to claim 14, wherein the selecti vel%r novabl e portion
of the cover I$ef | rfedlisppnser Hubgientiptle aswieial Jesspibed with eafecence tanandy

t he cover apexesqsandwﬁ IMVIBE DeBempis inpaRiwingd, general | y per pendi cular
relation to an imaginary |ine bisecting said one of .said.cover apexes. 10
16. A di spenser substantially as herein described with reference to, and
as shown in, the acconpanyi ng draw ngs.
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