
A process for partially oxidizing and converting a polyoxyalkylene polyol
composition to a polycarboxylic acid composition comprising reacting a
polyoxyalkylene polyol composition with a stable free radical nitroxide in
the presence of an NO[err] generating compound, a flow of air or oxygen,
and optionally water, at elevated temperatures. The oxidation reaction is
discontinued by deactivating the catalyst and removing the source of air or
oxygen, the NO[err] generating source, and the optional water. From 60% to
no more than 95% of the primary hydroxyl groups in the polyoxyalkylene
polyol composition is converted.    


