ABSTRACT STRAI NER ASSEMBLY A strainer system conprises

a strainer housing having an_inlet for raw fluid and

an outlet for strained fiuid! a generally cylindrica

strai ner basket having a strainer screen and di sposed

wi thin the housing, the external surface of the

strai ner screen being in flow comrunication with the

raw fluid inlet and the internal surface of the

strai ner screen being in ABSWR&Sruni cation with the
strained fluid outlet; a backwash collector assenbly
conprising a backwash conduit havi ng an opening

di sposed adjacent tR&FROUNSER 88RERBL YOI the strainer
screen, the backwash conduit and the strainer basket
bei ng noveable relative to each other, so as to all ow

the o r
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strainer screen being in flow communication with the strained fluid outlet; a backwash
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collector assembly comprising a backwash conduit having an opening disposed
adjacent the outer surface of the strainer screen, the backwash conduit and the strainer
basket being moveable relative to each other, so as to allow the opening to pass across
the external surface of the strainer screen. A method of straining a fluid, in particular
a liquid, is also provided. Finally, a valve assembly for use in the selective opening

and closing of a plurality of backwash conduits is disclosed.
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