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CLAIMS 

1. 	A method comprising: 

determining or receiving notification that a balance of a first Prepaid 

Account, associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, is insufficient for a 

purchase of a product and/or a service being attempted in a particular transaction 

via the first Prepaid Account; 

analyzing, using at least one computer, usage history associated with an 

Account ID of the first Prepaid Account and not uniquely associated with the 

Subscriber, to compute one or more risk measures associated with the Account 

ID, the analyzing comprising: 

analyzing at least a Top-Up history associated with the Account ID to 

assign the first Prepaid Account to a first group of a plurality of groups to which 

Prepaid Accounts of a plurality of Prepaid Accounts are assigned based at least 

on recency, frequency and monetary value of past Top-Ups of the Prepaid 

Accounts, the first group including Prepaid Accounts of the plurality of Prepaid 

Accounts having similar Top-Up histories to the first Prepaid Account, and 

analyzing at least a consumption history of the first Prepaid Account and 

the Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories to the first Prepaid 

Account to assign a maximum allowed Facilitation amount to the first group of 

Prepaid Accounts as a function of at least an average price of past purchases 

made via Prepaid Accounts in the first group; 

determining, based on the one or more risk measures associated with the 

Account ID, whether to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted via 

the first Prepaid Account, the determining comprising comparing a Facilitation 

amount required to facilitate the particular transaction with the maximum 

allowed Facilitation amount for the first group of Prepaid Accounts to which the 

first Prepaid Account is assigned; 

if it is determined to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted, 

instructing, via the at least one computer, an Operator associated with the first 

Prepaid Account and/or a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with 

the product and/or the service to allow completion of the particular transaction 
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being attempted, without interrupting the particular transaction to require a Top- 

Up of the first Prepaid Account; and 

if it is determined not to facilitate the particular transaction, issuing a 

denial for the particular transaction. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

advancing the Facilitation amount to the first Prepaid Account; and/or 

guaranteeing the Facilitation amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising detettnining the Facilitation amount 

based on a known or estimated price of the product and/or the service whose purchase is 

being attempted in the particular transaction. 

4. The method of claim 3, in which determining the Facilitation amount comprises 

determining the Facilitation amount based on a known or estimated price that is specific 

to the particular transaction being attempted and is different from at least one other price 

specific to a different transaction to purchase the same product and/or service via a 

different Prepaid Account. 

5. The method of claim 3, in which determining the Facilitation amount comprises 

determining the Facilitation amount to be equal to the known or estimated price. 

6. The method of claim 3, in which determining the Facilitation amount comprises 

determining the Facilitation amount based on an amount of insufficiency of the first 

Prepaid Account with respect to the known or estimated price. 

7. The method of claim 2, further comprising recovering at least a portion of the 

Facilitation amount from one or more subsequent Top-Ups of the first Prepaid Account 

perfotuted after the completion of the particular transaction. 

8. The method of claim 2, further comprising recovering at least a portion of the 

Facilitation amount from a third party contribution to the first Prepaid Account made 

after the completion of the particular transaction. 
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9. The method of claim 2, further comprising paying the Operator and/or the SOPP 

if the Facilitation amount is not recovered from the first Prepaid Account within a 

specified time period. 

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising recovering a Facilitation Fee from 

the first Prepaid Account and/or from another party. 

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

transmitting at least one Facilitation offer message to the Mobile Device; and 

receiving at least one acceptance response to the at least one Facilitation offer 

message from the Mobile Device before instructing the Operator and/or the SOPP to 

allow completion of the particular transaction. 

12. The method of claim 1, in which instructing the Operator and/or SOPP to allow 

completion of the particular transaction comprises instructing the Operator and/or SOPP 

to release the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device. 

13. At least one non-transitory computer-readable medium encoded with computer- 

executable instructions that, when executed, perform a method comprising: 

determining or receiving notification that a balance of a first Prepaid Account 

associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device is insufficient for a purchase of a 

product and/or a service being attempted in a particular transaction via the first Prepaid 

Account; 

analyzing usage history associated with an Account ID of the first Prepaid 

Account and not uniquely associated with the Subscriber, to compute one or more risk 

measures associated with the Account ID, the analyzing comprising: 

analyzing at least a Top-Up history associated with the Account ID to assign the 

first Prepaid Account to a first group of a plurality of groups to which Prepaid Accounts 

of a plurality of Prepaid Accounts are assigned based at least on recency, frequency and 

monetary value of past Top-Ups of the Prepaid Accounts, the first group including 

Prepaid Accounts of the plurality of Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories 

to the first Prepaid Account, and 
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analyzing at least a consumption history of the first Prepaid Account and the 

Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories to the first Prepaid Account to assign 

a maximum allowed Facilitation amount to the first group of Prepaid Accounts as a 

function of at least an average price of past purchases made via Prepaid Accounts in the 

first group; 

determining, based on the one or more risk measures associated with the 

Account ID, whether to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted via the first 

Prepaid Account, the determining comprising comparing a Facilitation amount required 

to facilitate the particular transaction with the maximum allowed Facilitation amount for 

the first group of Prepaid Accounts to which the first Prepaid Account is assigned; 

if it is determined to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted, 

instructing an Operator associated with the first Prepaid Account and/or a Service or 

Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/or the service to allow 

completion of the particular transaction being attempted, without interrupting the 

particular transaction to require a Top-Up of the first Prepaid Account; and 

if it is determined not to facilitate the particular transaction, issuing a denial for 

the particular transaction. 

14. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, in which 

the method further comprises: 

advancing the Facilitation amount to the first Prepaid Account; and/or 

guaranteeing the Facilitation amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP. 

15. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 14, in which 

the method further comprises determining the Facilitation amount based on a known or 

estimated price of the product and/or the service whose purchase is being attempted in 

the particular transaction. 

16. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 15, in which 

determining the Facilitation amount comprises determining the Facilitation amount 

based on a known or estimated price that is specific to the particular transaction being 

attempted and is different from at least one other price specific to a different transaction 

to purchase the same product and/or service via a different Prepaid Account. 
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17. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 15, in which 

determining the Facilitation amount comprises determining the Facilitation amount to 

be equal to the known or estimated price. 

18. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 15, in which 

determining the Facilitation amount comprises determining the Facilitation amount 

based on an amount of insufficiency of the first Prepaid Account with respect to the 

known or estimated price. 

19. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 14, in which 

the method further comprises recovering at least a portion of the Facilitation amount 

from one or more subsequent Top-Ups of the first Prepaid Account performed after the 

completion of the particular transaction. 

20. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 14, in which 

the method further comprises recovering at least a portion of the Facilitation amount 

from a third party contribution to the first Prepaid Account made after the completion of 

the particular transaction. 

21. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 14, in which 

the method further comprises paying the Operator and/or the SOPP if the Facilitation 

amount is not recovered from the first Prepaid Account within a specified time period. 

22. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, in which 

the method further comprises recovering a Facilitation Fee from the first Prepaid 

Account and/or from another party. 

23. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, in which 

the method further comprises: 

transmitting at least one Facilitation offer message to the Mobile Device; and 
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receiving at least one acceptance response to the at least one Facilitation offer 

message from the Mobile Device before instructing the Operator and/or the SOPP to 

allow completion of the particular transaction. 

24. The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, in which 

instructing the Operator and/or SOPP to allow completion of the particular transaction 

comprises instructing the Operator and/or SOPP to release the product and/or the 

service to the Mobile Device. 

25. Apparatus comprising: 

at least one network communication interface; 

at least one processor communicatively coupled to the at least one network 

communication interface; and 

at least one computer-readable storage medium, communicatively coupled to the 

at least one processor, storing processor-executable instructions that, when executed by 

the at least one processor, perform a method comprising: 

determining or receiving notification that a balance of a first Prepaid Account 

associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device is insufficient for a purchase of a 

product and/or a service being attempted in a particular transaction via the first Prepaid 

Account; 

analyzing usage history associated with an Account ID of the first Prepaid 

Account and not uniquely associated with the Subscriber, to compute one or more risk 

measures associated with the Account ID; the analyzing comprising: 

analyzing at least a Top-Up history associated with the Account ID to assign the 

first Prepaid Account to a first group of a plurality of groups to which Prepaid Accounts 

of a plurality of Prepaid Accounts are assigned based at least on recency, frequency and 

monetary value of past Top-Ups of the Prepaid Accounts, the first group including 

Prepaid Accounts of the plurality of Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories 

to the first Prepaid Account, and 

analyzing at least a consumption history of the first Prepaid Account and the 

Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories to the first Prepaid Account to assign 

a maximum allowed Facilitation amount to the first group of Prepaid Accounts as a 
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function of at least an average price of past purchases made via Prepaid Accounts in the 

first group; 

determining, based on the one or more risk measures associated with the 

Account ID, whether to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted via the first 

Prepaid Account, the determining comprising comparing a Facilitation amount required 

to facilitate the particular transaction with the maximum allowed Facilitation amount for 

the first group of Prepaid Accounts to which the first Prepaid Account is assigned; 

if it is determined to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted, 

instructing an Operator associated with the first Prepaid Account and/or a Service or 

Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/or the service, via the at least 

one network communication interface, to allow completion of the particular transaction 

being attempted, without interrupting the particular transaction to require a Top-Up of 

the first Prepaid Account; and 

if it is determined not to facilitate the particular transaction, issuing a denial for 

the particular transaction. 

26. The apparatus of claim 25, in which the method further comprises: 

advancing the Facilitation amount to the first Prepaid Account; and/or 

guaranteeing the Facilitation amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP. 

27. The apparatus of claim 26, in which the method further comprises determining 

the Facilitation amount based on a known or estimated price of the product and/or the 

service whose purchase is being attempted in the particular transaction. 

28. The apparatus of claim 27, in which determining the Facilitation amount 

comprises determining the Facilitation amount based on a known or estimated price that 

is specific to the particular transaction being attempted and is different from at least one 

other price specific to a different transaction to purchase the same product and/or 

service via a different Prepaid Account. 

29. The apparatus of claim 27, in which determining the Facilitation amount 

comprises determining the Facilitation amount to be equal to the known or estimated 

price. 
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30. The apparatus of claim 27, in which determining the Facilitation amount 

comprises determining the Facilitation amount based on an amount of insufficiency of 

the first Prepaid Account with respect to the known or estimated price. 

31. The apparatus of claim 26, in which the method further comprises recovering at 

least a portion of the Facilitation amount from one or more subsequent Top-Ups of the 

first Prepaid Account performed after the completion of the particular transaction. 

32. The apparatus of claim 26, in which the method further comprises recovering at 

least a portion of the Facilitation amount from a third party contribution to the first 

Prepaid Account made after the completion of the particular transaction. 

33. The apparatus of claim 26, in which the method further comprises paying the 

Operator and/or the SOPP if the Facilitation amount is not recovered from the first 

Prepaid Account within a specified time period. 

34. The apparatus of claim 25, in which the method further comprises recovering a 

Facilitation Fee from the first Prepaid Account and/or from another party. 

35. The apparatus of claim 25, in which the method further comprises: 

transmitting at least one Facilitation offer message to the Mobile Device; and 

receiving at least one acceptance response to the at least one Facilitation offer 

message from the Mobile Device before instructing the Operator and/or the SOPP to 

allow completion of the particular transaction. 

36. The apparatus of claim 25, in which instructing the Operator and/or SOPP to 

allow completion of the particular transaction comprises instructing the Operator and/or 

SOPP to release the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device. 
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CLAIMS 

1. 	Apparatus for facilitating a purchase of a product and/or a service via a Prepaid 

Account associa ed with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to allow the product and/or the 

service to be porch= ed at that time despite a balance of the Prepaid Account being less than a 

known price of the p 	duct and/or the service, the apparatus comprising: 

at least one netA, ork communication interface; 

a memory to store •rocessor-executable instructions and other information; and 

at least one processo communicatively coupled to the at least one network 

communication interface and t e memory, wherein upon execution of the processor- 

executable instructions, the at le 	t one processor 

A) determines a Fac itation amount based on a known price of a product 

and/or a service for a current 	tempted purchase of the product and/or the service via 

the Subscriber's Prepaid Accoun wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account is less 

than the known price, and a sum o the balance and the Facilitation amount is equal to 

or greater than the known price, 

B) generates at least one authori 	ion message effective to allow release or 

delivery of the product and/or the service 	the Mobile Device despite the balance of 

the Prepaid Account being less than the kno 	price of the product and/or the service, 

without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of 

the product and/or the service to the Mobile Devi,  e, 

C) controls the at least one network commu 'cation interface so as to transmit 

the at least one authorization message to an Operator 	sociated with the Prepaid 

Account and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) . sociated with the product 

and/or the service, and 

D) records the Facilitation amount in the memory. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the known price is specific to 	e current attempted 

purchase and is different from at least one other price specific to a purchase • f the same 

product and/or service via a different Subscriber's Prepaid Account. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor determines the 

Facilitation amount to be equal to the known price. 

2480885.1 
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4. 	The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor determines the 

Facilitaf n amount based on an amount of insufficiency of the Prepaid Account with respect 

to the curr4 	attempted purchase. 

5. 	The app. ; tus of claim 4, wherein the at least one processor determines the amount of 

insufficiency by s btracting the balance from the known price. 

6. 	The apparatus o claim I, wherein the at least one processor further: 

Al) controls the a least one network communication interface so as to transmit at 

least one Facilitation offer 	essage to the Mobile Device; and 

A2) receives, through ilie at least one network communication interface, at least one 

acceptance response to the at lea 	one Facilitation offer message from the Mobile Device 

before transmitting the at least one 	uthorization message. 

7. 	The apparatus of claim 1, wherei 	the at least one processor further: 

E) generates at least one Advance 	essage effecting an Advance of funds equal to the 

Facilitation amount, to the Prepaid Account, , .on the release or delivery of the product 

and/or the service; and 

F) controls the at least one network comm 	ication interface so as to transmit the at 

least one Advance message to a hardware and softw•. e platform associated with the Prepaid 

Account. 

8. 	The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor further: 

E) controls the at least one network communication into face so as to arrange for 

recovery of the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the memory, 	om one or more subsequent 

Top-Ups of the Prepaid Account performed after the release or deli ery of the product and/or 

the service. 

9. 	The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor furthe 

E) controls the at least one network communication interface so as to 	ange for 

recovery of at least a portion of the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the memory, from a 

third party contribution to the Prepaid Account made after the release or delivery 	f the 

product and/or the service. 
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10. y e apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor further: 

E) .ecords in the memory an amount of a Facilitation Fee to be recovered from the 

Prepaid Ace i unt. 

11. The appa 	tus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor further: 

E) controls s e at least one network communication interface so as to transmit at least 

one payment message o pay the Facilitation amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP if the 

Facilitation amount is n• recovered from the Prepaid Account within a specified time period. 

12. A method for allowin 	purchases of products and/or services via Prepaid Accounts 

despite balances of the Prepaid • ceounts being insufficient for such purchases, the method 

comprising: 

A) via a computer, determ' 	g a Facilitation amount for each of a plurality of 

transactions in progress, wherein the 	.cilitation amount for each transaction in progress is 

determined based on a known price of a roduct and/or a service whose purchase is attempted 

in the respective transaction in progress by . User of a Mobile Device having an associated 

Prepaid Account with an Operator, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account is less than the 

known price, and a sum of the balance and the • acilitation amount is equal to or greater than 

the known price, and wherein the known price fo .t least one of the plurality of transactions 

in progress is different from the known price of at I 	one other of the plurality of 

transactions in progress; 

B) for each of the plurality of transactions in pro .-F ess, 

1) with the computer, generating at least on authorization message effective 

to allow release or delivery of the product and/or the 	-rvice to the Mobile Device 

despite the balance of the Prepaid Account being less th. 	the known price of the 

product and/or the service, without requiring a Top-Up of 	e Prepaid Account prior 

to the release or delivery of the product and/or the service to 	e Mobile Device, 

2) transmitting the at least one authorization message from the computer over 

a network to the Operator and/or to a Service or Product Provider SOPP) associated 

with the product and/or the service, thereby facilitating the purchas 	within the 

respective transaction in progress, and 

3) recording the Facilitation amount in a computer-readable me 	. 
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13. 	The method of claim 12, wherein the known price for each transaction in progress is 

specifi to that transaction in progress and is different from at least one other price specific to 

a differen transaction to purchase the same product and/or service via a different Prepaid 

Account. 

14. 	The meth.. of claim 12, wherein the Facilitation amount is determined to be equal to 

the known price. 

15. 	The method of cl. 	12, wherein the Facilitation amount is determined based on an 

amount of insufficiency of 	e Prepaid Account with respect to the respective transaction in 

progress. 

16. 	The method of claim 15, fu 	er comprising determining the amount of insufficiency 

by subtracting the balance from the 	wn price. 

17. 	The method of claim 12, further co 	prising, for at least one of the transactions in 

progress: 

A1) transmitting at least one Facilitation 	ffer message from the computer to the 

Mobile Device; and 

A2) receiving at least one acceptance response to the at least one Facilitation offer 

message from the Mobile Device before transmitting the at least one authorization message. 

18. 	The method of claim 12, further comprising, for at e 	t one of the transactions in 

progress: 

C) generating at least one Advance message effecting an A. vance of funds equal to 

the Facilitation amount to the Prepaid Account upon the release or d 	very of the product 

and/or the service; and 

D) transmitting the at least one Advance message from the compu 	to a hardware 

platform associated with the Prepaid Account. 

19. 	The method of claim 12, further comprising, for at least one of the transa 	ions in 

progress: 
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k. 	recovering the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the computer-readable memory, 

from one • more subsequent Top-Ups of the Prepaid Account performed after the release or 

delivery of 	e product and/or the service. 

20. 	The meth al of claim 12, further comprising, for at least one of the transactions in 

progress: 

C) recovering t least a portion of the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the 

computer-readable mem try, from a third party contribution to the Prepaid Account made 

after the release or delive 	of the product and/or the service. 

21. 	The method of claim 1 	further comprising, for at least one of the transactions in 

progress: 

C) recording in the compute -readable memory an amount of a Facilitation Fee to be 

recovered from the Prepaid Account o from another party. 

22. 	The method of claim 12, further co,  prising, for at least one of the transactions in 

progress: 

C) transmitting at least one payment m 	sage effecting payment of the Facilitation 

amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP if the Fa,  ilitation amount is not recovered from the 

Prepaid Account within a specified time period. 

23. 	At least one computer-readable medium encode• with computer-executable 

instructions that, when executed, perform a method for fac itating a purchase of a product 

and/or a service via a Prepaid Account associated with a Sub 	riber and a Mobile Device, to 

allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at that tim= despite a balance of the 

Prepaid Account being less than a known price of the product 	or the service, the method 

comprising: 

A) determining a Facilitation amount based on a known price 	a product and/or a 

service for a current attempted purchase of the product and/or the servic 	via the Subscriber's 

Prepaid Account, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account is less than the 	own price, and 

a sum of the balance and the Facilitation amount is equal to or greater than th known price; 

• B) generating at least one authorization message effective to allow rele 	e or delivery 

of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device despite the balance of the 	epaid 

Account being less than the known price of the product and/or the service, without 	quiring 
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a To. Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the product and/or the 

service • the Mobile Device; 

C) ransmitting the at least one authorization message to an Operator associated with 

the Prepaid 	ccount and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the 

product and/or 	e service; and 

D) record 	g the Facilitation amount in a memory. 

24. 	The at least on computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the known price is 

specific to the current a 	mpted purchase and is different from at least one other price 

specific to a purchase of th same product and/or service via a different Subscriber's Prepaid 

Account. 

25. The at least one computer- eadable medium of claim 23; wherein the Facilitation 

amount is determined to be equal to 	known price. 

26. The at least one computer-readab 	medium of claim 23, wherein the Facilitation 

amount is determined based on an amount • insufficiency of the Prepaid Account with 

respect to the current attempted purchase. 

27. The at least one computer-readable medi 	of claim 26, wherein the method further 

comprises determining the amount of insufficiency b subtracting the balance from the 

known price. 

28, 	The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 	3, wherein the method further 

comprises: 

A l) transmitting at least one Facilitation offer message to 	e Mobile Device; and 

A2) receiving at least one acceptance response to the at leas one Facilitation offer 

message from the Mobile Device before transmitting the at least one 	thorization message. 

29. 	The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein 	e method further 

comprises: 

E) generating at least one Advance message effecting an Advance of 	ds equal to 

the Facilitation amount to the Prepaid Account upon the release or delivery of the •roduct 

and/or the service; and 
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F transmitting the at least one Advance message to a hardware platform associated 

with the Pr-.aid Account. 

• 

30. The at lest one computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the method further 

comprises: 

E) recovering se Facilitation amount, as recorded in the memory, from one or more 

subsequent Top-Ups o 	e Prepaid Account performed after the release or delivery of the 

product and/or the service. 

31. The at least one co pu-r-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the method further 

comprises: 

E) recovering at least a portion of the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the memory, 

from a third party contribution to the • epaid Account made after the release or delivery of 

• the product and/or the service. 

32. The at least one computer-readable m-. turn of claim 23, wherein the method further 

comprises: 

E) recording in the memory an amount of a =acilitation Fee to be recovered from the 

Prepaid Account. 

33. The at least one computer-readable medium of c a 	23, wherein the method further 

comprises: 

E) transmitting at least one payment message effecting layment of the Facilitation 

amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP if the Facilitation amo 	is not recovered from the 

Prepaid Account within a specified time period. 

34. Apparatus for requesting facilitation of a purchase of a product 	d/or a service via a 

Prepaid Account associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to allo 	the product 

and/or the service to be purchased at that time despite a balance of the Prepai• Account being 

insufficient for the purchase, the apparatus comprising: 

at least one network communication interface; 

a memory to store processor-executable instructions and other information; . , 
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least one processor communicatively coupled to the at least one network 

communic tion interface and the memory, wherein upon execution of the processor-

executable in tructions, the at least one processor 

) compares a balance of the Subscriber's Prepaid Account with a known 

price of a 	oduct and/or a service for a current attempted purchase of the product 

and/or the se 	ice via the Subscriber's Prepaid Account; 

B) upon • etermining, baSed on the comparing, that the balance is insufficient 

for the current att 	pted purchase, controls the at least one network communication 

interface so as to tr• 	mit at least one Facilitation query message to a Facilitator to 

request a Facilitation f• the current attempted purchase, wherein the Facilitation, if 

authorized, is effective to .11ow release or delivery of the product and/or the service to 

the Mobile Device despite t e insufficient balance of the Prepaid Account, without 

requiring a Top-Up of the Pre .'d Account prior to the release or delivery of the 

product and/or the service to the 	obile Device. 

35. 	The apparatus of claim 34, wherein th at least one processor further: 

C) upon receiving, via the at least one ne work communication interface, at least one 

Facilitation confirmation message from the Facili 	or in response to the at least one 

Facilitation query, generates at least one authorizatio 	message authorizing release of the 

product and/or the service to the Mobile Device withou requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid 

Account prior to the release of the product and/or the sery e to the Mobile Device; 

D) controls the at least one network communication i terface so as to transmit the at 

least one authorization message to a Service or Product Provid 	(SOPP) associated with the 

product and/or the service; 

E) receives, via the at least one network communication inte ace, notification of a 

Facilitation amount determined based on the known price; and 

F) deducts the Facilitation amount from one or more subsequent 	op-Ups of the 

Prepaid Account performed after the release of the product and/or the servi 	. 

36. 	A method for requesting facilitation of a purchase of a product and/or a service via a 

Prepaid Account associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to allow the product 

and/or the service to be purchased at that time despite a balance of the Prepaid Accou t being 

insufficient for the purchase, the method comprising: 

AMENDED SHEET - IPEA/US 

2480885.1 



PCT/US10/03130 17-10-2011 
	 PCT/US2010/003130 23.12.2011 

-82- 

A via a computer, comparing a balance of the Prepaid Account with a known price of 

a product . • or a service for a current attempted purchase of the product and/or the service 

via the Subsc 	er's Prepaid Account; 	 . 

B) upon • etermining, based on the comparing, that the balance is insufficient for the 

current attempted • rchase, transmitting at least one Facilitation query message from the 

computer to a Facili 	or to request a facilitation for the current attempted purchase, wherein 

the Facilitation, if authe "zed, is effective to allow release or delivery of the product and/or 

the service to the Mobile it evice despite the insufficient balance of the Prepaid Account, 

without requiring a Top-Up 	f the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the 

product and/or the service to t 	Mobile Device. 

37. 	The method of claim 36, fu her comprising: 

C) upon receiving at least one 	acilitation confirmation message from the Facilitator 

in response to the at least one Facilitatio 	query, generating, with the computer, at least one 

authorization message authorizing release 	f the product and/or the service to the Mobile 

Device without requiring a Top-Up of the Pr 	aid Account prior to the release of the product 

and/or the service to the Mobile Device; 

D) transmitting the at least one authorization message from the computer over a 

network to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) as ociated with the product and/or the 

service; 

E) receiving notification of a Facilitation amount • etermined based on the known 

price; and 

F) with the computer, deducting the Facilitation amo 	t from one or more subsequent 

Top-Ups of the Prepaid Account performed after the release of 	e product and/or the service. 

38. 	At least one computer-readable medium encoded with comp ter-executable 

instructions that, when executed, perform a method for requesting faci *tation of a purchase 

of a product and/or a service via a Prepaid Account associated with a Su • criber and a 

Mobile Device, to allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at t' .t time despite a 

balance of the Prepaid Account being insufficient for the purchase, the metho 	comprising: 

A) comparing a balance of the Subscriber's Prepaid Account with a kno 	price of a 

product and/or a service for a current attempted purchase of the product and/or the ervice via 

the Subscriber's Prepaid Account; 
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B) .on determining, based on the comparing, that the balance is insufficient for the 

current attem k ted purchase, transmitting at least one Facilitation query message to a 

Facilitator to re 	est a facilitation for the current attempted purchase, wherein the 

Facilitation, if aut ' .rized, is effective to allow release or delivery of the product and/or the 
• 

service to the Mobile *evice despite the insufficient balance of the Prepaid Account, without 

requiring a Top-Up of 	e Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the product 

and/or the service to the 	obile Device. 

39. 	The at least one compu-r-readable medium of claim 38, wherein the method further 

comprises: 

C) upon receiving at least o 	Facilitation confirmation message from the Facilitator 

in response to the at least one Facilitaf on query, generating at least one authorization 

message authorizing release of the prod 	t and/or the service to the Mobile Device without 

requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Accoun .nor to the release of the product and/or the 

service to the Mobile Device; 

D) transmitting the at least one authoriz ion message to a Service or Product 

Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/s the service; 

E) receiving notification of a Facilitation am 	nt determined based on the known 

price; and 

F) deducting the Facilitation amount from one or 	ore subsequent Top-Ups of the 

Prepaid Account performed after the release of the product 	clior the service. 

40. 	Apparatus for facilitating a purchase of a product and/or 	service via a Prepaid 

Account associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to alto 	the product and/or the 

service to be purchased at that time despite a balance of the Prepaid A count being less than a 

predetermined price of the product and/or the service, the apparatus com rising: 

at least one network communication interface; 

a memory to store processor-executable instructions and other inform tion; and 

at least one processor communicatively coupled to the at least one netw. k 

communication interface and the memory, wherein upon execution of the process• -

executable instructions, the at least one processor 

A) determines whether a current attempted purchase of a product and/o . 

service via the Subscriber's Prepaid Account satisfies eligibility criteria for 

facilitation, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account is less than a known price of 
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the p oduct and/or the service for the current attempted purchase of the product and/or 

the se 	ce, and 

B only if it is determined that the current attempted purchase satisfies the 

eligibility c 	eria for facilitation, 

1.) determines a Facilitation amount based on the known price, wherein 

a sum o 	e balance and the Facilitation amount is equal to or greater than the 

known pm 

2) gen rates at least one authorization message effective to allow 

release or deliv 	of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device 

despite the balanc of the Prepaid Account being less than the known price of 

the product and/or th service, without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid 

Account prior to the re ase or delivery of the product and/or the service to the 

Mobile Device, 

3) controls the at le= t one network communication interface so as to 

transmit the at least one autho zation message to an Operator associated with 

the Prepaid Account and/or to a s ervice or Product Provider (SOPP) 

associated with the product and/o 	e service, and 

4) records the Facilitation am unt in the memory. 

41. The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least o 	processor determines whether the 

current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria 	facilitation at least in part by 

querying a data set to determine whether the Operator is eligi c le for facilitation. 

42. The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least one proces 	determines whether the 

current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilita 'on at least in part by 

querying a data set to determine whether a rating platform, a charging 	atform, and/or a 

billing platform associated with the current attempted purchase is eligible or facilitation. 

43. The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least one processor determin s whether the 

current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation at least 	part by 

querying a data set to determine whether the SOPP is eligible for facilitation. 

44. The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least one processor determines wheth 	the 

current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation at least in part b 
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query g a data set to determine whether the product and/or the service is eligible for 

facilitatik 	. 

45. The a• saratus of claim 40, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the 

current attempte• purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation at least in part by 

determining wheth= the Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation. 

46. The apparatus o 	laim 45, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the 

Prepaid Account is eligible or facilitation based at least in part on a Top-Up history of the 

Prepaid Account. 

47. The apparatus of claim 46, why ein the at least one processor determines whether the 

Prepaid Account is eligible for facili 	ion based at least in part on an average amount per 

Top-Up of the Prepaid Account. 

48. The apparatus of claim 46, wherein th at least one processor determines whether the 

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation base• at least in part on an elapsed time since a 

most recent Top-Up of the Prepaid Account. 

49. The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the 

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation based at least in cart on a frequency of Top-Up of 

the Prepaid Account. 

50. The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the at least one process r determines whether the 

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation based at least in part on a 	umber of Top-Ups 

credited to the Prepaid Account in a specified recent time period. 

51. The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the at least one processor determ 	es whether the 

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation based at least in part on a consumpti n history of 

• the Prepaid Account. 

52. The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the at least one processor determines wheth 	the 

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation based at least in part on a number of non-

recovered Facilitations associated with the Prepaid Account. 
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53. The : .paratus of claim 45, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the 

Prepaid Acco 	t is eligible for facilitation based at least in part on a monetary amount of 

non-recovered F 	ilitations associated with the Prepaid Account. 

54. The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the 

Prepaid Account is eligi ale for facilitation based at least in part on whether the Subscriber is 

blacklisted. 

55. 	A method for allowing 	purchase of a product and/or a service via a Prepaid Account 
\ 

despite a balance of the Prepaid A count being less than a known price of the product and/or 

• the service, the method comprising: 

A) via a computer, determinint, whether a current attempted purchase of a product 

and/or a service via a Prepaid Account as ociated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device 

satisfies eligibility criteria for facilitation, 	erein a balance of the Prepaid Account is less 

than a known price of the product and/or the s rvice for the current attempted purchase of the 

product and/or the service; and 

B) only if it is determined that the current a empted purchase satisfies the eligibility 

criteria for facilitation, 

1) determining a Facilitation amount bas d on the known price, wherein a sum 

of the balance and the Facilitation amount is equal o or greater than the known price, 

2) generating at least one authorization messa g e effective to allow release or 

delivery of the product and/or the service to the Mobile 	evice despite the balance of 

the Prepaid Account being less than the known price of th,  product and/or the service, 

without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to 	e release or delivery of 

the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device, 

3) transmitting the at least one authorization message fro 	the computer over 

a network to an Operator associated with the Prepaid Account and/. to a Service or 

Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/or the servi -, thereby 

facilitating the current attempted purchase, and 

4) recording the Facilitation amount in a computer-readable memo 	. 
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56. The method of claim 55, wherein the determining whether the current attempted 

purch 	e satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation comprises querying a data set to 

determine whether the Operator is eligible for facilitation. 

57. The method of claim 55, wherein the determining whether the current attempted 

purchase satisfie the eligibility criteria for facilitation comprises querying a data set to 

determine whether • rating platform, a charging platform, and/or a billing platform associated 

with the current atte 	.ted purchase is eligible for facilitation. 

58. The method of clai 	55, wherein the determining whether the current attempted 

purchase satisfies the eligibil i criteria for facilitation comprises querying a data set to 

determine whether the SOPP is eligible for facilitation. 

59. The method of claim 55, whe • in the determining whether the current attempted 

purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria or facilitation comprises querying a data set to 

determine whether the product and/or the 	rvice is eligible for facilitation. 

60. The method of claim 55, wherein the de ermining whether the current attempted 

purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilit• ion comprises determining whether the 

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation. 

61. The method of claim 60, wherein whether the Pre. •id Account is eligible for 

facilitation is determined based at least in part on a Top-Up 	story of the Prepaid Account. 

62. The method of claim 61, wherein whether the Prepaid Acco •t is eligible for facilitation 

is determined based at least in part on an average amount per Top- 	of the Prepaid Account. 

63. The method of claim 61, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is -ligible for 

facilitation is determined based at least in part on an elapsed time since a mist recent Top-Up 

of the Prepaid Account. 

64. The method of claim 61, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for 	cilitation 

is determined based at least in part on a frequency of Top-Up of the Prepaid Account. 
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65. The method of claim 61, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for 

facilitati • 	is determined based at least in part on a number of Top-Ups credited to the 

Prepaid Ac• • unt in a specified recent time period. 

66. The method of claim 60, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for 

facilitation is dete • ined based at least in part on a consumption history of the Prepaid 

Account. 

67. The method of clai 	60, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for 

facilitation is determined bas• • at least in part on a number of non-recovered Facilitations 

associated with the Prepaid Ace,' unt. 

68. The method of claim 60, whe ein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for 

facilitation is determined based at least 	part on a monetary amount of non-recovered 

Facilitations associated with the Prepaid A count. 

69. The method of claim 60, wherein the determining whether the Prepaid Account is 

eligible for facilitation comprises determining whether the Subscriber is blacklisted. 

70. At least one computer-readable medium encod' 	with computer-executable 

instructions that, when executed, perform a method for fa ilitating a purchase of a product 

and/or a service via a Prepaid Account associated with a Su scriber and a Mobile Device, to 

allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at that ti • 	despite a balance of the 

Prepaid Account being less than a known price of the product an• or the service, the method 

comprising: 

A) determining whether a current attempted purchase of a pro• ct and/or a service via 

the Subscriber's Prepaid Account satisfies eligibility criteria for facilitati•n, wherein a 

balance of the Prepaid Account is less than a known price of the product an /or the service 

for the current attempted purchase of the product and/or the service; and 

B) only if it is determined that the current attempted purchase satisfies th, eligibility 

criteria for facilitation, 

1) determining a Facilitation amount based on the known price, where 	a sum 

of the balance and the Facilitation amount is equal to or greater than the known 	ice, 
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2) generating at least one authorization message effective to allow release or 

delive , of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device despite the balance of 

the Prep. • Account being less than the known price of the product and/or the service, 

without req iring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of 

the product an• or the service to the Mobile Device, 

3) trans 	tting the at least one authorization message to an Operator 

associated with th- Prepaid Account and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) 

associated with the p oduct and/or the service, and 

4) recording th= Facilitation amount in a memory. 

71. The at least one computer- -adable medium of claim 70, wherein the determining 

whether the current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation 

comprises querying a data set to dete 	ne whether the Operator is eligible for facilitation. 

72. The at least one computer-readable 	edium of claim 70, wherein the determining 

whether the current attempted purchase satis 	the eligibility criteria for facilitation 

comprises querying a data set to determine whet ,er a rating platform, a charging platform, 

and/or a billing platform associated with the attem ted purchase is eligible for facilitation. 

73. The at least one computer-readable medium of . aim 70, wherein the determining 

whether the current attempted purchase satisfies the eligi lity criteria for facilitation 

comprises querying a data set to determine whether the SO ° ' is eligible for facilitation. 

74. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 70, wherein the deter 	wining 

whether the current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation 

comprises querying a data set to determine whether the product an. or the service is eligible 

for facilitation. 

75. The at least one computer-readable' medium of claim 70, wherein 	- determining 

whether the current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for fac itation 

comprises determining whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation. 
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, 76. 	T e at least one computer-readable medium of claim 75, wherein whether the Prepaid 

Account is 	igible for facilitation is determined based at least in part on a Top-Up history of 

the Prepaid A,  count. 

77. The at least o 	computer-readable medium of claim 76, wherein whether the Prepaid 

Account is eligible f. facilitation is determined based at least in part on an average amount 

per Top-Up of the Pre .1'd Account. 

78. The at least one co ...uter-readable medium of claim 76, wherein whether the Prepaid 

Account is eligible for facility ion is determined based at least in part on an elapsed time 

since a most recent Top-Up of 	e Prepaid Account. 

79. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 76, wherein whether the Prepaid 

Account is eligible for facilitation is d ermined based at least in part on a frequency of Top- 

Up of the Prepaid Account. 

80. The at least one computer-readable m 	um of claim 76, wherein whether the Prepaid 

Account is eligible for facilitation is determine 	based at'least in part on a number of Top- 

Ups credited to the Prepaid Account in a specifie 	recent time period. 

81. The at least one computer-readable medium o 	laim 75, wherein whether the Prepaid 

Account is eligible for facilitation is determined based a\ \ east  in part on a consumption 

history of the Prepaid Account. 

82. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 7\ \wherein  whether the Prepaid 

Account is eligible for facilitation is determined based at least in 	art on a number of non-

recovered Facilitations associated with the Prepaid Account. 

83. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 75, where 	whether the Prepaid 

Account is eligible for facilitation is determined based at least in part on a 	onetary amount 

of non-recovered Facilitations associated with the Prepaid Account. 
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84. T e at least one computer-readable medium of claim 75, wherein the determining 

whether the 'repaid Account is eligible for facilitation comprises determining whether the 

Subscriber is ►  lacklisted.  

85. Apparatus sr facilitating a purchase of a product and/or a service via a Prepaid 

Account associated 	th a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to allow the product and/or the 

service to be purchased t that time despite a balance of the Prepaid Account being less than 

price of the product and/o the service, the apparatus comprising: 

a 

at least one network • •mmunication interface; 

a memory to store proc. sor-executable instructions and other information; and 

at least one processor co 	unicatively coupled to the at least one network 

communication interface and the m= 	ory, wherein upon execution of the processor-

executable instructions, the at least on processor 

A) determines a price of . • oduct and/or a service for a current attempted 
• 

purchase of the product and/or the 	-rvice via the Subscriber's Prepaid Account, 

wherein the price is determined spec' cally for the current attempted purchase, and 

wherein the determined price is differen front at least one other price specific to a 

purchase of the same product and/or servic- via a different Subscriber's Prepaid 

Account, 

B) determines, prior to authorizing relea e of the product and/or the service, a 

Facilitation amount based on the determined price wherein a balance of the Prepaid 

Account is less than the determined price, and a sum of the balance and the 

Facilitation amount is eqn21  to or greater than the dete I fined price, 

C) generates at least one•authorization message e 	ective to allow release or 

delivery of the product and/or the service to the Mobile De 	ce despite the balance of 

the Prepaid Account being less than the determined price oft 	product and/or the 

service, without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prio to the release or 

delivery of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device, 

D) controls the at least one network communication interface o as to transmit 

the at least one authorization message to an Operator associated with th Prepaid 

Account and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with t. e product 

and/or the service, and 

E) records the Facilitation amount in the memory. 
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86. The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price 

based a least in part on an Operator ID associated with the Operator. 

87. The . sparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price 

based at least 	art on a SOPP ID associated with the SOPP. 

88. The apparatu of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price 

based at least in part o. an ID of the product and/or the service. 

89. The apparatus of cla 	85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price 

based at least in part on an ID . the Prepaid Account. 

90. The apparatus of claim 85, , a erein the at least one processor determines the price 

based at least in part on at least one p. t purchase made via the Prepaid Account. 

91. The apparatus of claim 85, wherein 	e at least one processor determines the price 

based at least in part on a protnotion associate 	with the current attempted purchase. 

92. The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at I s t one processor determines the price 

based at least in part on a time of day of the current a empted purchase. 

93. The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one trocessor determines the price 

based at least in part on a date of the current attempted punch. e. 

94. The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price 

based at least in part on a day of the week of the current attempted p 	chase. 

95. A method for allowing a purchase of a product and/or a service via 	Prepaid Account 

despite a balance of the Prepaid Account being less than a price of the product arid/or the 

service, the method comprising: 

A) via a computer, determining a price of a product and/or a service whos. .urchase 

is attempted in a current transaction in progress by a User of a Mobile Device havm 	an 

associated Prepaid Account with an Operator, wherein the price is determined specific ly for 

the current transaction in progress, and wherein the determined price is different from at 	ast 

AMENDED SHEET - IPEA/US 

2480885,1 



PCT/US10/03130 17-10-2011 	 PCT/US2010/003130 23.12.2011 
,.. 

-93- 

one  o 	price specific to a different transaction to purchase the same product and/or service 

via a di 	ent Prepaid Account; 

B) • = termining, prior to authorizing release of the product and/or the service, a 

Facilitation . 	unt based on the determined price, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account 

is less than the d= ermined price, and a sum of the balance and the Facilitation amount is 

equal to or greater 	an the determined price; 

C) with the co 	puter, generating at least one authorization message effective to allow 

release or delivery of th: • oduct and/or the service to the Mobile Device despite the balance 

of the Prepaid Account bei g less than the determined price of the product and/or the service, 

without requiring a Top-Up o the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the 

product and/or the service to the Mobile Device; 

D) transmitting the at least lite authorization message from the computer over a 

network to the Operator and/or to a 	rvice or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the 

product and/or the service, thereby fact tating the purchase within the current transaction in 

progress; and 

E) recording the Facilitation amount n a computer-readable memory. 

96. The method of claim 95, wherein the pric is determined based at least in part on an 

Operator ID associated with the Operator. 

97. The method of claim 95, wherein the price is det 	mined based at least in part on a 

SOPP ID associated with the SOPP. 

98. The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determine 	based at least in part on an 

ID of the product and/or the service. 

99. The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based t least in part on an 

ID of the Prepaid Account. 

100. The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based at least 	part on at 

least one past purchase made via the Prepaid Account. 
. 	 . 

101. The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based at least n part t,n a 

promotion associated with the current transaction in progress. 
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102. Th< method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based at least in part on a 

time of day . 	the current transaction in progress. 

103. The meth.. of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based at least in part on a 

date of the current 	saction in progress. 

104. The method of cl.:. 95, wherein the price is determined based at least in part on a 

day of the week of the curr 	t transaction in progress. 

105. At least one computer-re: dable medium encoded with computer-executable 

instructions that, when executed, p rform a method for facilitating a purchase of a product 

and/or a service via a Prepaid Acco 	associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to 

allow the product and/or the service to : - purchased at that time despite a balance of the 

Prepaid Account being less than a price o 	product and/or the service, the method 

comprising: 

A) determining a price of a product an.► ..r a service for a current attempted purchase 

of the product and/or the service via the Subscrib 	's Prepaid Account, wherein the price is 

determined specifically for the current attempted pu chase, and wherein the determined price 

is different from at least one other price specific to a p rchase of the same product and/or 

service via a different Subscriber's Prepaid Account;  
B) determining, prior to authorizing release of the p oduct and/or the service, a 

Facilitation amount based on the determined price, wherein a alance of the Prepaid Account 

is less than the determined price, and a sum of the balance and 	e Facilitation amount is 

equal to or greater than the determined price; 

C) generating at least one authorization message effective to 	low release or delivery 

of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device despite the balan e of the Prepaid 

Account being less than the determined price of the product and/or the se 	ice, without 

requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery o the product 

and/or the service to the Mobile Device; 

D) transmitting the at least one authorization message to an Operator ass. fated with 

the Prepaid Account and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated wit ,  the 

product and/or the service; and 

E) recording the Facilitation amount in a memory. 
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106. e at least one computer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is 

determine• based at least in part on an Operator ID associated with the Operator. 

107. The at 1- . t one computer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is 

determined based t least in part on a SOPP ID associated with the SOPP. 

108. The at least one omputer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is 

determined based at least 	part on an ID of the product and/or the service. 

109. The at least one compu er-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is 

determined based at least in part on an ID of the Prepaid Account. 

110. The at least one computer-real .ble medium of claim 105, wherein the price is 

determined based at least in part on at le 	t one past purchase made via the Prepaid Account. 

111. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is 

determined based at least in part on a promotio 	associated with the current attempted 

purchase. 

112. The at least one computer-readable medium of • aim 105, wherein the price is 

determined based at least in part on a time of day of the c 	ent attempted purchase. 

113. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is 

determined based at least in part on a date of the current attemptea purchase. 

114. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 105, whe ein the price is 

determined based at least in part on a day of the week of the current atte 	pted purchase. 

115. Apparatus for facilitating [[a]] an attempted transaction to purchase [ of]] a product 

and/or a service via a Prepaid Account associated with a User and a telecommu ications 

service, to allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at that time despitr. a balance 

of the Prepaid Account being less than a known monetary amount for the attempted 

transaction, the apparatus comprising: 
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at 14. t one network interface; 

a me 	ory to store processor-executable instructions and other information; and 

at least 6ne processor communicatively coupled to the at least one network 

communication i 	erface and the memory, wherein upon execution of the processor-

executable instructs i ns, the at least one processor 

A) det 	ines a Facilitation amount based on a known monetary amount for a 

current attempte• transaction to purchase the product and/or have the service 

performed via the 6 sec's Prepaid Account, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account 

is less than the kno 	, monetary amount, and a sum of the balance and the Facilitation 

amount is equal to or 	eater than the known monetary amount, 

B) generates at le 	t one authorization message effective to allow release or 

delivery of the product to t 	User and/or performance of the service despite the 

balance of the Prepaid Acco 't being less than the known monetary amount for the 

current attempted transaction, 	*thout requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account 

prior to the release or delivery an. or performance, 

C) controls the at least one n twork communication interface so as to transmit 

the at least one authorization message o an Operator associated with the Prepaid 

Account and/or to a Service or Product ' ovider (SOPP) associated with the product 

and/or the service, and 

D) records the Facilitation amount in 	e memory. 
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