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CLAIMS

1.

A method comprising:

determining or receiving notification that a balance of a first Prepaid
Account, associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, is insufficient for a
purchase of a product and/or a service being attempted in a particular transaction
via the first Prepaid Account;

analyzing, using at least one computer, usage history associated with an
Account ID of the first Prepaid Account and not uniquely associated with the
Subscriber, to compute one or more risk measures associated with the Account
ID, the analyzing comprising:

analyzing at least a Top-Up history associated with the Account ID to
assign the first Prepaid Account to a first group of a plurality of groups to which
Prepaid Accounts of a plurality of Prepaid Accounts are assigned based at least
on recency, frequency and monetary value of past Top-Ups of the Prepaid
Accounts, the first group including Prepaid Accounts of the plurality of Prepaid
Accounts having similar Top-Up histories to the first Prepaid Account, and

analyzing at least a consumption history of the first Prepaid Account and
the Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories to the first Prepaid
Account to assign a maximum allowed Facilitation amount to the first group of
Prepaid Accounts as a function of at least an average price of past purchases
made via Prepaid Accounts in the first group;

determining, based on the one or more risk measures associated with the
Account ID, whether to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted via
the first Prepaid Account, the determining comprising comparing a Facilitation
amount required to facilitate the particular transaction with the maximum
allowed Facilitation amount for the first group of Prepaid Accounts to which the
first Prepaid Account is assigned;

if it is determined to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted,
instructing, via the at least one computer, an Operator associated with the first
Prepaid Account and/or a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with

the product and/or the service to allow completion of the particular transaction
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being attempted, without interrupting the particular transaction to require a Top-
Up of'the first Prepaid Account; and
if it is determined not to facilitate the particular transaction, issuing a

denial for the particular transaction.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
advancing the Facilitation amount to the first Prepaid Account; and/or

guaranteeing the Facilitation amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising determining the Facilitation amount
based on a known or estimated price of the product and/or the service whose purchase is

being attempted in the particular transaction.

4, The method of claim 3, in which determining the Facilitation amount comprises
determining the Facilitation amount based on a known or estimated price that is specific
to the particular transaction being attempted and is different from at least one other price
specific to a different transaction to purchase the same product and/or service via a

different Prepaid Account.

5. The method of claim 3, in which determining the Facilitation amount comprises

determining the Facilitation amount to be equal to the known or estimated price.

6. The method of claim 3, in which determining the Facilitation amount comprises
determining the Facilitation amount based on an amount of insufficiency of the first

Prepaid Account with respect to the known or estimated price.

7. The method of claim 2, further comprising recovering at least a portion of the
Facilitation amount from one or more subsequent Top-Ups of the first Prepaid Account

performed after the completion of the particular transaction.

8. The method of claim 2, further comprising recovering at least a portion of the
Facilitation amount from a third party contribution to the first Prepaid Account made

after the completion of the particular transaction.
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9. The method of claim 2, further comprising paying the Operator and/or the SOPP

if the Facilitation amount is not recovered from the first Prepaid Account within a

specified time period.

10.  The method of claim 1, further comprising recovering a Facilitation Fee from

the first Prepaid Account and/or from another party.

11.  The method of claim 1, further comprising:
transmitting at least one Facilitation offer message to the Mobile Device; and
receiving at least one acceptance response to the at least one Facilitation offer
message from the Mobile Device before instructing the Operator and/or the SOPP to

allow completion of the particular transaction.

12. The method of claim 1, in which instructing the Operator and/or SOPP to allow
completion of the particular transaction comprises instructing the Operator and/or SOPP

to release the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device.

13. At least one non-transitory computer-readable medium encoded with computer-

executable instructions that, when executed, perform a method comprising:

determining or receiving notification that a balance of a first Prepaid Account
associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device is insufficient for a purchase of a
product and/or a service being attempted in a particular transaction via the first Prepaid
Account;

analyzing usage history associated with an Account ID of the first Prepaid
Account and not uniquely associated with the Subscriber, to compute one or more risk
measures associated with the Account ID, the analyzing comprising:

analyzing at least a Top-Up history associated with the Account ID to assign the
first Prepaid Account to a first group of a plurality of groups to which Prepaid Accounts
of a plurality of Prepaid Accounts are assigned based at least on recency, frequency and
monetary value of past Top-Ups of the Prepaid Accounts, the first group including
Prepaid Accounts of the plurality of Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories

to the first Prepaid Account, and
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analyzing at least a consumption history of the first Prepaid Account and the
Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories to the first Prepaid Account to assign
a maximum allowed Facilitation amount to the first group of Prepaid Accounts as a
function of at least an average price of past purchases made via Prepaid Accounts in the
first group;

determining, based on the one or more risk measures associated with the
Account ID, whether to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted via the first
Prepaid Account, the determining comprising comparing a Facilitation amount required
to facilitate the particular transaction with the maximum allowed Facilitation amount for
the first group of Prepaid Accounts to which the first Prepaid Account is assigned;

if it is determined to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted,
instructing an Operator associated with the first Prepaid Account and/or a Service or
Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/or the service to allow
completion of the particular transaction being attempted, without interrupting the
particular transaction to require a Top-Up of the first Prepaid Account; and

if it is determined not to facilitate the particular transaction, issuing a denial for

the particular transaction.

14.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, in which
the method further comprises:
advancing the Facilitation amount to the first Prepaid Account; and/or

guaranteeing the Facilitation amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP.

15.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 14, in which
the method further comprises determining the Facilitation amount based on a known or
estimated price of the product and/or the service whose purchase is being attempted in

the particular transaction.

16.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 15, in which
determining the Facilitation amount comprises determining the Facilitation amount
based on a known or estimated price that is specific to the particular transaction being
attempted and is different from at least one other price specific to a different transaction

to purchase the same product and/or service via a different Prepaid Account.
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17.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 15, in which
determining the Facilitation amount comprises determining the Facilitation amount to

be equal to the known or estimated price.

18.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 15, in which
determining the Facilitation amount comprises determining the Facilitation amount
based on an amount of insufficiency of the first Prepaid Account with respect to the

known or estimated price.

19.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 14, in which
the method further comprises recovering at least a portion of the Facilitation amount
from one or more subsequent Top-Ups of the first Prepaid Account performed after the

completion of the particular transaction.

20.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 14, in which
the method further comprises recovering at least a portion of the Facilitation amount
from a third party contribution to the first Prepaid Account made after the completion of

the particular transaction.

21.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 14, in which
the method further comprises paying the Operator and/or the SOPP if the Facilitation

amount is not recovered from the first Prepaid Account within a specified time period.

22.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, in which
the method further comprises recovering a Facilitation Fee from the first Prepaid

Account and/or from another party.

23.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, in which

the method further comprises:

transmitting at least one Facilitation offer message to the Mobile Device; and
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receiving at least one acceptance response to the at least one Facilitation offer
message from the Mobile Device before instructing the Operator and/or the SOPP to

allow completion of the particular transaction.

24.  The at least one non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, in which
instructing the Operator and/or SOPP to allow completion of the particular transaction
comprises instructing the Operator and/or SOPP to release the product and/or the

service to the Mobile Device.

25.  Apparatus comprising:

at least one network communication interface;

at least one processor communicatively coupled to the at least one network
communication interface; and

at least one computer-readable storage medium, communicatively coupled to the
at least one processor, storing processor-executable instructions that, when executed by
the at least one processor, perform a method comprising:

determining or receiving notification that a balance of a first Prepaid Account
associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device 1s insufficient for a purchase of a
product and/or a service being attempted in a particular transaction via the first Prepaid
Account;

analyzing usage history associated with an Account ID of the first Prepaid
Account and not uniquely associated with the Subscriber, to compute one or more risk
measures associated with the Account ID; the analyzing comprising:

analyzing at least a Top-Up history associated with the Account ID to assign the
first Prepaid Account to a first group of a plurality of groups to which Prepaid Accounts
of a plurality of Prepaid Accounts are assigned based at least on recency, frequency and
monetary value of past Top-Ups of the Prepaid Accounts, the first group including
Prepaid Accounts of the plurality of Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories
to the first Prepaid Account, and

analyzing at least a consumption history of the first Prepaid Account and the
Prepaid Accounts having similar Top-Up histories to the first Prepaid Account to assign

a maximum allowed Facilitation amount to the first group of Prepaid Accounts as a
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function of at least an average price of past purchases made via Prepaid Accounts in the
first group;

determining, based on the one or more risk measures associated with the
Account ID, whether to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted via the first
Prepaid Account, the determining comprising comparing a Facilitation amount required
to facilitate the particular transaction with the maximum allowed Facilitation amount for
the first group of Prepaid Accounts to which the first Prepaid Account is assigned;

if it is determined to facilitate the particular transaction being attempted,
instructing an Operator associated with the first Prepaid Account and/or a Service or
Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/or the service, via the at least
one network communication interface, to allow completion of the particular transaction
being attempted, without interrupting the particular transaction to require a Top-Up of
the first Prepaid Account; and

if it is determined not to facilitate the particular transaction, issuing a denial for

the particular transaction.

26.  The apparatus of claim 25, in which the method further comprises:
advancing the Facilitation amount to the first Prepaid Account; and/or

guaranteeing the Facilitation amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP.

27.  The apparatus of claim 26, in which the method further comprises determining
the Facilitation amount based on a known or estimated price of the product and/or the

service whose purchase is being attempted in the particular transaction.

28.  The apparatus of claim 27, in which determining the Facilitation amount
comprises determining the Facilitation amount based on a known or estimated price that
is specific to the particular transaction being attempted and is different from at least one
other price specific to a different transaction to purchase the same product and/or

service via a different Prepaid Account.

29.  The apparatus of claim 27, in which determining the Facilitation amount

comprises determining the Facilitation amount to be equal to the known or estimated

price.
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30.  The apparatus of claim 27, in which determining the Facilitation amount
comprises determining the Facilitation amount based on an amount of insufficiency of

the first Prepaid Account with respect to the known or estimated price.

31.  The apparatus of claim 26, in which the method further comprises recovering at
least a portion of the Facilitation amount from one or more subsequent Top-Ups of the

first Prepaid Account performed after the completion of the particular transaction.

32.  The apparatus of claim 26, in which the method further comprises recovering at
least a portion of the Facilitation amount from a third party contribution to the first

Prepaid Account made after the completion of the particular transaction.

33.  The apparatus of claim 26, in which the method further comprises paying the
Operator and/or the SOPP if the Facilitation amount is not recovered from the first

Prepaid Account within a specified time period.

34.  The apparatus of claim 25, in which the method further comprises recovering a

Facilitation Fee from the first Prepaid Account and/or from another party.

35.  The apparatus of claim 25, in which the method further comprises:
transmitting at least one Facilitation offer message to the Mobile Device; and
receiving at least one acceptance response to the at least one Facilitation offer

message from the Mobile Device before instructing the Operator and/or the SOPP to

allow completion of the particular transaction.

36.  The apparatus of claim 25, in which instructing the Operator and/or SOPP to
allow completion of the particular transaction comprises instructing the Operator and/or

SOPP to release the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device.
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1. Apparitus for facilitating a purchase of a product and/or a service via a Prepaid
Account associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to allow the product and/or the
service to be purchesed at that time despite a balance of the Prepaid Account being less than a
known price of the product and/or the service, the apparatus comprising:

at least one network communication interface;
a memory to store\processor-executable instructions and other information; and

at least one processox communicatively coupled to the at least one network
communication interface and the memory, wherein upon execution of the processor-

executable instructions, the at leagt one processor
A) determines a FacNitation amount based on a known price of a product

and/or a service for a current aitempted purchase of the product and/or the service via
the Subscriber’s Prepaid AccounY, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account is less
than the known price, and a sum ofthe balance and the Facilitation amount is equal to
or greater than the known price, |

B) generates at least one authorixation message effective to allow release or
delivery of the product and/or the service ¥ the Mobile Device despite the balance of
the Prepaid Account being less than the known price of the product and/or the service,
without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Accqunt prior to the release or delivery of

the product and/or the service to the Mobile Devige,

C) controls the at least one network commudjcation interface so as to transmit

and/or the service, and

D) records the Facilitation amount in the memory.
2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the known price is specific to the current attempted
purchase and is different from at least one other price specific to a purchase\of the same
product and/or service via a different Subscriber’s Prepaid Account,
3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor determines the\

Facilitation amount to be equal to the known price.

2480885.1
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The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor determines the

Facilitatipn amount based on an amount of insufficiency of the Prepaid Account with respect

5. The apphgatus of claim 4, wherein the at least one processor determines the amount of

insufficiency by suptracting the balance from the known price.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor further:

A1) controls the a%least one network communication interface so as to transmit at
least one Facilitation offer mgssage to the Mobile Device; and

A2) receives, through the at least one network communication interface, at least one
acceptance response to the at lead{ one Facilitation offer message from the Mobile Device
before transmitting the at least one Ruthorization message.
7. The apparatus of claim 1, whereiy the at least one processor further: ‘
E) generates at least one Advance myessage effecting an Advance of funds equal to the

Facilitation amount, to the Prepaid Account, Ypon the release or delivery of the product

and/or the service; and

F) controls the at least one network commupication interface so as to transmit the at

least one Advance message to a hardware and softwage platform associated with the Prepaid

Account. -

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one prycessor further:
E) controls the at least one network communication int§rface so as to arrange for
recovery of the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the memory, fom one or more subsequent

Top-Ups of the Prepaid Account performed after the release or deliXery of the product and/or

the service.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor furthe
E) controls the at least one network communication interface so as to
recovery of at least a portion of the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the memyry, from a

third party contribution to the Prepaid Account made after the release or delivery &f the

product and/or the service.
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e apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor further:

E)¥ecords in the memory an amount of a Facilitation Fee to be recovered from the

10.

Prepaid Account.

11.  The appargtus of claim 1, wherein the at least one processor further:

E) controls the at least one network communication interface so as to transmit at least

one payment messageNo pay the Facilitation amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP if the
recovered from the Prepaid Account within a specified time period.

o

Facilitation amount is n

12. A method for allowing purchases of products and/or services via Prepaid Accounts

despite balances of the Prepaid\Accounts being insufficient for such purchases, the method

comprising:
A) via a computer, determinipg a Facilitation amount for each of a plurality of

transactions in progress, wherein the Facilitation amount for each transaction in progress is

determined based on a known price of a jroduct and/or a service whose purchase is attempted
in the respective transaction in progress by‘\a User of a Mobile Device having an associated
Prepaid Account with an Operator, wherein a\balance of the Prepaid Account is less than the
known price, and a sum of the balance and the Racilitation amount is equal to or greater than

the known price, and wherein the known price for\at.least one of the plurality of transactions

in progress is different from the known price of at legst one other of the plurality of

transactions in progress;
B) for each of the plurality of transactions in proggess,
1) with the computer, generating at least one\authorization message effective

to allow release or delivery of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device

despite the balance of the Prepaid Account being less th
product and/or the service, without req‘uiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior

to the release or delivery of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device,

the known price of the

2) transmitting the at least one authorization message from the computer over
a network to the Operator and/or to a Service or Product Provider\SOPP) associated
with the product and/or the service, thereby facilitating the purchase\within the

respective transaction in progress, and
3) recording the Facilitation amount in a computer-readable me

2480885.1
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13. \ The method of claim 12, wherein the known price for each transaction in progress is
specifid\to that transaction in progress and is different from at least one other price specific to

a differeni\transaction to purchase the same product and/or service via a different Prepaid

Account,

14.  The method of claim 12, wherein the Facilitation amount is determined to be equal to

the known price.

15.  The method of claim 12, wherein the Facilitation amount is determined based on an

amount of insufficiency of the Prepaid Account with respect to the respective transaction in

progress.

16.  The method of claim 15, fuither comprising determining the amount of insufficiency

by subtracting the balance from the kigwn price.

17. The method of claim 12, further comprising, for at least one of the transactions in

progress:
Al) transmitting at least one Facilitation\pffer message from the computer to the

Mobile Device; and
A2) receiving at least one acceptance responsg to the at least one Facilitation offer

message from the Mobile Device before transmitting th at least one authorization message.

18.  The method of claim 12, further comprising, for at least one of the transactions in

progress:
C) generating at least one Advance message effecting an Advance of funds equal to

the Facilitation amount to the Prepaid Account upon the release or d&livery of the product

and/or the service; and
D) transmitting the at least one Advance message from the compu¥er to a hardware

platform associated with the Prepaid Account.

19.  The method of claim 12, further comprising, for at least one of the transadtions in

progress:

2480885.1
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) recovering the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the computer-readable memory,

from one of more subseqixent Top-Ups of the Prepaid Account performed after the release or

delivery of the product and/or the service.

20.  The methyd of claim 12, further comprising, for at least one of the transactions in

progress:
C) recovering gt least a portion of the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the

computer-readable memYry, from a third party contribution to the Prepaid Account made

after the release or delivery of the product and/or the service.

21. The method of claim 12, further comprising, for at least one of the transactions in

progress:
C) recording in the computekreadable memory an amount of a Facilitation Fee to be

recovered from the Prepaid Account o from another party.

22.  The method of claim 12, further comprising, for at least one of the transactions in

progress:
C) transmitting at léast one payment megsage effecting payment of the Facilitation

amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP if the Fakjlitation amount is not recovered from the

Prepaid Account within a specified time period.

23. At least one computer-readable medium encoded\with computer-executable

.instructions that, when ekecuted, perform a method for faclNitating a purchase of a product

and/or a service via a Prepaid Account associated with a Subsgriber and a Mobile Device, to
allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at that tim despite a balance of the
Prepaid Account being less than a known price of the product andfor the service, the method
comprising:
A) determining a Facilitation amount based on a known price

service for a current attempted purchase of the product and/or the servicé\via the Subscriber’s

a product and/or a

Prepaid Account, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account is less than the\known price, and

a sum of the balance and the Facilitation amount is equal to or greater than thg known price;
B) generating at least one authorization message effective to allow release or delivery

of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device despite the balance of the
Account being less than the known price of the product and/or the service, without quiring

2480885.1
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a TopyUp of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the product and/or the

the Mobile Device;
C)\ransmitting the at least one authorization message to an Operator associated with

service

the Prepaid Account and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the

D) recording the Facilitation amount in a memory.

24. The at least ong computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the known price is
specific to the current atdempted purchase and is different from at least one other price

specific to a purchase of thg same product and/or service via a different Subscriber’s Prepaid

Account.

25. The at least one computer-sgadable medium of claim 23; wherein the Facilitation

amount is determined to be equal to ¥he known price.

26. The at least one computer-readabl medium of claim 23, wherein the Facilitation

amount is determined based on an amount of insufficiency of the Prepaid Account with

respect to the current attempted purchase.

27.  The at least one computer-readable medium, of claim 26, wherein the method further
comprises determining the amount of insufficiency b subtracting the balance from the

known price.

28. The ét least one computer-readable medium of ¢laim\23, wherein the method further

comprises:

Al) transmitting at least one Facilitation offer message to\the Mobile Device; and

A2) receiving at least one acceptance response to the at leas\one Facilitation offer

message from the Mobile Device before transmitting the at least one aythorization message.

29, The at Icast one computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the method further

comprises:

E) generating at least one Advance message effecting an Advance of fuds equal to

the Facilitation amount to the Prepaid Account upon the release or delivery of the\product

and/or the service; and
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F)\transmitting the at least one Advance message to a hardware platform associated

with the Prépaid Account.

30. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the method further

comprises:
E) recovering\the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the memory, from one or more

subsequent Top-Ups of the Prepaid Account performed after the release or delivery of the

product and/or the service)

31.  The at least one computgr-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the method further

comprises:
E) recovering at least a portign of the Facilitation amount, as recorded in the memory,

from a third party contribution to the Pyepaid Account made afier the release or delivery of

the product and/or the service,

32.  The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the method further
comprises:
. E) recording in the memory an amount of a\Facilitation Fee to be recovered from the

Prepaid Account.

33.  The at least one computer-readable medium of clakn 23, wherein the method further
comprises: |

E) transmittirig at least one payment message effecting Rayment of the Facilitation
amount to the Operator and/or the SOPP if the Facilitation amoun is not recovered from the

Prepaid Account within a specified time period.

34.  Apparatus for requesting facilitation of a purchase of a product aid/or a service via a
Prepaid Account associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to alloWy the product
and/or the service to be purchased at that time despite a balance of the Prepaif Account being
insufficient for the purchase, the apparatus comprising: |

at least one network communication interface;

a memory to store processor-executable instructions and other information;
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least one processor communicatively coupled to the at least one network

communicstion interface and the memory, wherein upon execution of the processor-
executable ingtructions, the at least one processor

) compares a balance of the Subscriber’s Prepaid Account with a known
price of a product and/or a service for a current attempted purchase of the product
and/or the setvice via the Subscriber’s Prepaid Account;

B) upon\determining, based on the cofnparing, that the balance is insufficient
pted purchase, controls the at least one network communication
interface so as to transmit at least one Facilitation query message to a Facilitator to
request a Facilitation fog the current attempted purchase, wherein the Facilitation, if
authorized, is effective to‘allow release or delivery of the product and/or the service to
the Mobile Device despite th¢ insufficient balance of the Prepaid Account, without
requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the
product and/or the service to the Mobile Device.

35.  The apparatus of claim 34, wherein th¥ at least one processor further:

C) upon receiving, via the at least one network communication interface, at least one

”

Facilitation confirmation message from the Facilitdtor in response to the at least one

Facilitation query, generates at least one authorizatiol message authorizing release of the
product and/or the service to the Mobile Device withoulrequiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid
Account prior to the release of the product and/or the servige to the Mobile Device;

D) controls.the at least one network communication iNterface so as to transmit the at

least one authorization message to a Service or Product Providey (SOPP) associated with the

product and/or the service;
E) receives, via the at least one network communication inteXface, notification of a

Facilitation amount determined based on the known price; and
F) deducts the Facilitation amount from one or more subsequent Rop-Ups of the

Prepaid Account performed after the release of the product and/or the servi

36. A method for requesting facilitation of a purchase of a product and/or a s§gvice via a
Prepaid Account associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to allow the pryduct

and/or-the service to be purchased at that time despite a balance of the Prepaid AccouRt being

insufficient for the purchase, the method comprising:
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A)\via a computer, comparing a balance of the Prepaid Account with a known price of

a product angd/or a service for a current attempted purchase of the product and/or the service

via the Subscriber’s Prepaid Account;

B) upon etefmining, based on the comparing, that the balance is insufficient for the
current attempted purchase, transmitting at least one Facilitation query message from the

computer to a Facilitator to request a facilitation for the current attempted purchase, wherein
the Facilitation, if authoyized, is effective to allow release or delivery of the produét and/or
the service to the Mobile Revice despite the insufficient balance of the Prepaid Account,
without requiring a Top-Up Rf the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the
product and/or the service to the Mobile Device.

37.  The method of claim 36, further comprising:

C) upon receiving at least oneacilitation confirmation message from the Facilitator
in response to the at least one Facilitatio query, generating, with the computer, at least one
authorization message authorizing release gf the product and/or the service to the Mobile
Device without requiring a Top-Up of the Prgpaid Account prior to the release of the product
and/or the service to the Mobile Device; '

D) transmitting the at least one authorization message from the computer over a
network to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/or the
service; |

. E) receiving notification of a Facilitation amount etermined based on the known
price; and

F) with the computer, deducting the Facilitation amouyt from one or more subsequent

Top-Ups of the Prepaid Account performed after the release of the product and/or the service.

38. At least one computer-readable medium encoded with computer-executable
instructions that, when executed, perform a method for requesting faciltation of a purchase
of a product and/or a service via a Prepaid Account associated with a Subscriber and a
Mobile Device, to allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at that time despite a
balance of the Prepaid Account being insufficient for the purchase, the metho§ comprising:
A) comparing a balance of the Subscriber’s Prepaid Account with a known price of a
product and/or a service for a current attempted purchase of the product and/or the\service via

the Subscriber’s Prepaid Account;
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on determining, based on the comparing, that the balance is insufficient for the

B)
current attempted purchase, transmitting at least one Facililation query message to a
Facilitator to request a facilitation for the current attempted purchase, wherein the
Facilitation, if authorized, is effective to allow release or delivery of the product and/or the
service to the Mobile\Device despite the insufficient balance of the Prepaid Account, without

requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the product

and/or the service to the Mobile Device.

39.  The at least one compuier-readable medium of claim 38, wherein the method further

comprises:
C) upon receiving at least ong Facilitation confirmation message from the Facilitator
in response to the at least one Facilitatipn query, generating at least one authorization

message authorizing release of the produgt and/or the service to the Mobile Device without

requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account\prior to the release of the product and/or the
service to the Mobile Device;
D) transmitting the at least one authorization message to a Service or Product
Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/o¢ the service; '
E) receiving notification of a Facilitation amount determined based on the known
price; and

F) deducting the Facilitation amount from one or mqore subsequent Top-Ups of the

Prepaid Account performed after the release of the product and/or the service.

40.  Apparatus for facilitating a purchase of a product and/or d\service via a Prepaid
Account associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to allow the product and/or the
service to be purchased at that time despite a balance of the Prepaid Agcount being less than a
predetermined price of the product and/or the service, the apparatus comyprising:

at least one network communication interface;

a memory to store processor-executable instructions and other informytion; and
at Jeast one processor communicatively coupled to the at least one network
communication interface and the memory, wherein upon execution of the process

executable instructions, the at least one processor
A) determines whether a current attempted purchase of a product and/onNa

service via the Subscriber’s Prepaid Account satisfies eligibility criteria for

facilitation, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account is less than a known price of
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the product and/or the service for the current attempted purchase of the product and/or

the ser¥ce, and
B)\only if it is determined that the current attempted purchase satisfies the

of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device .
despite the balan of the Prepaid Account being less than the known price of
the product and/or the service, without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid
Account prior to the release or delivery of the product and/or the service to the
Mobile Device,

3) controls the at one network communication interface so as to
transmit the at least one auth ization message to an Operator associated with
the Prepaid Account and/or to ervice or Product Provider (SOPP)
associated with the product and/or the service, and

4) records the Facilitation e_ in the memory.
41. The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least on¢ processor determines whether the
current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria foy facilitation at least in part by

querying a data set to determine whether the Operator is eligible for facilitation.

42.  The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the
current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitatjon at least in part by
querying a data set to determine whether a rating platform, a charging platform, and/or a

billing platform associated with the current attempted purchase is eligible\for facilitation.

43.  The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least one processor determings whether the
current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation at least\n part by

querying a data set to determine whether the SOPP is eligible for facilitation.

44.  The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least one processor determines whethdr the

current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation at least in part by
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. querylng a data set to determine whether the product and/or the service is eligible for

45.  The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the
current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation at least in part by

determining whetheg the Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation.

46. . The apparatus of'\¢laim 45, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the
Prepaid Account is eligible\for facilitation based at least in part on a Top-Up history of the

Prepaid Account.

47. The apparatus of claim 46, whrein the at least one processor determines whether the

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitdtion based at least in part on an average amount per

Top-Up of the Prepaid Account.

48.  The apparatus of claim 46, wherein thy at least one processor determines whether the
Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation based\at least in part on an elapsed time since a

most recent Top-Up of the Prepaid Account.

49. The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the at Jeast one Rrocessor determines whether the

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation based at least in\part on a frequency of Top-Up of

the Prepaid Account.

50.  The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the at least one processqr determines whether the
Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation based at least in part on a humber of Top-Ups

credited to the Prepaid Account in a specified recent time period.

51,  The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation based at least in part on a consumptiog history of

the Prepaid Account.

52.  The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the at Icast one processor determines whethyr the
Prépaid Account is eligible for facilitation based at least in part on a number of non-

recovered Facilitations associated with the Prepaid Account.
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paratus of claim 45, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the
t is eligible for facilitation based at least in part on a monetary amount of
non-recovered Fagilitations associated with the Prepaid Account. '

54.  The apparatus\of claim 45, wherein the at least one processor determines whether the

Prepaid Account is elig; le for facilitation based at least in part on whether the Subscriber is

blacklisted.

55. A method for allowing purchase of a product and/or a service via a Prepaid Account
despite a balance of the Prepaid /Q‘;count being less than a known price of the product and/or
the service, the method comprising:
A) via a computer, determining\whether a current attempted purchase of a product

and/or a service via a Prepaid Account as ociated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device

satisfies eligibility criteria for facilitation, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account is Jess

~ than a known price of the product and/or the Skrvice for the current attempted purchase of the
product and/or the service; an;i_ . '
B) only if it is determined that the current altempted purchase satisfies the eligibility
criteria for facilitation, ‘
1) determining a Facilitation amount basgd on the known price, wherein a sum

of the balance and the Facilitation amount is equal® o or greater than the known price,

2) generating at least one authorization message effective to allow release or

delivery of the product and/or the service to the Mobile\Device despite the balance of
the Prepaid Account being less than the known price of thi product and/or the service,

without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of
the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device, \
3) transmitting the at least one authorization message fro h the computer over
a network to an Operator associated with the Prepaid Account and/0x to a Service or
Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the product and/or the service, thereby
facilitating the current attempted purchase, and \

4) recording the Facilitation amount in a computer-readable memo
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56.\, The method of claim 55, wherein the determining whether the current attempted
purchage satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation comprises querying a data set to

determing whether the Operator is eligible for facilitation.

57.  The mythod of claim 55, wherein the determining whether the current attempted
purchase satisfiey the eligibility criteria for facilitation comprises querying a data set to
determine whether s rating platform, a charging platform, and/or a billing platform associated

with the current attempted purchase is eligible for facilitation.

55, wherein the determining whether the current attempted

criteria for facilitation comprises querying a data set to

58.  The method of clai
purchase satisfies the eligibil
determine whether the SOPP is gligible for facilitation.

59.  The method of claim 55, whe¥ein the determining whether the current attempted
purchase satisfies the eligibility criteriaor facilitation comprises querying a data set to
determine whether the product and/or the Service is eligible for facilitation.

60.  The method of claim 55, wherein the determining whether the current attempted
purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitdtion comprises determining whether the

Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation.

61.  The method of claim 60, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for

facilitation is determined based at least in part on a Top-Up Xistory of the Prepaid Account.

62. The method of claim 61, wherein whether the Prepaid Accouxt is eligible for facilitation

is determined based at least in part on an average amount per Top-Up of the Prepaid Account.

63.  The method of claim 61, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is\¢ligible for
facilitation is determined based at least in part on an elapsed time since a myst recent Top-Up

of the Prepaid Account.

64. The method of claim 61, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for fagcilitation

is determined based at least in part on a frequency of Top-Up of the Prepaid Account.
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The method of claim 61 , Wherein whether the Prepaid Account is.eligible for

is determined based at least in part on a number of Top-Ups credited to the

65.

facilitatio

Prepaid Acdpunt in a specified recent time period.

66.  The methqd of claim 60, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for

facilitation is deterrqined based at least in part on a consumption history of the Prepaid

Account.

67.  The method of claity 60, wherein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for

facilitation is determined baseg at least in part on a number of non-recovered Facilitations

associated with the Prepaid Accgunt.

68.  The method of claim 60, whekein whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for

facilitation is determined based at least Ya part on a- monetary amount of non-recovered

Facilitations associated with the Prepaid A¢count.

69.  The method of claim 60, wherein the determining whether the Prepaid Account is

eligible for facilitation comprises determining whather the Subscriber is blacklisted.

70. At least one computer-readable medium encoded with computer-executable

instructions that, when executed, perform a method for fagilitating a purchase of a product
and/or a service via a Prepaid Account associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to
allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at that time despite a balance of the

Prepaid Account being less than a known price of the product and/or the service, the method

comprising:
A) determining whether a current attempted purchase of a prod
the Subscriber’s Prepaid Account satisfies eligibility criteria for facilitatiy n, wherein a

balance of the Prepaid Account is less than a known price of the product and/or the service

ct and/or a service via

for the current attempted purchase of the product and/or the service; and

B) only if it is determined that the current attempted purchase satisfies thg, eligibility

criteria for facilitation,
1) determining a Facilitation amount based on the known price, whereln a sum

of the balance and the Facilitation amount is equal to or greater than the known pyice,
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2) generating at least one authorization message effective to allow release or

of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device despite the balance of

Account being less than the known price of the product and/or the service,
without requjring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of
the product an/or the service to the Mobile Device,

3) transmijtting the at least one authorization message to an Operator
associated with the\Prepaid Account and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP)
associated with the pxoduct and/or the service, and

4) recording the Facilitation amount in a memory.

71.  The at least one computer-rgadable medium of claim 70, wherein the determining

whether the current attempted purchage satisfies the eligibility criteria for facilitation

comprises querying a data set to determine whether the Operator is eligible for facilitation.

72.  The at least one computer-readable ryedium of claim 70, wherein the determining
whether the current attempted purchase satisfigs the eligibility criteria for facilitation
comprises querying a data set to determine whetker a rating platform, a charging platform,

and/or a billing platform associated with the attempted purchase is eligible for facilitation.

73.  The at least one computer-readable medium of slaim 70, wherein the determining
whether the current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibjlity criteria for facilitation

comprises querying a data set to determine whether the SORP is eligible for facilitation.

74.  The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 70\wherein the determining
whether the current attempted purchase satisfies the eli gibility critgria for facilitation
comprises querying a data set to determine whether the product and/gr the service is eligible

for facilitation.

75.  The at least one computer-readable' medium of claim 70, wherein the determining

whether the current attempted purchase satisfies the eligibility criteria for faciitation

comprises determining whether the Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation.
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~76.  Thg at least one computer-readable medium of claim 75, wherein whether the Prepaid

Account is dligible for facilitation is determined based at least in part on a Top-Up history of

77. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 76, wherein whether the Prepaid
Account is eligible f&y facilitation is determined based at least in part on an average amount
per Top-Up of the Prepaid Account.

78. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 76, wherein whether the Prepaid
Account is eligible for facilitation is determined based at least in part on an elapsed time
since a most recent Top-Up of the Prepaid Account.

79. The at least one computer-readakle medium of claim 76, wherein whether the Prepaid

Account is eligible for facilitation is deétermined based at least in part on a frequency of Top-

Up of the Prepaid Account.

80.  The at least one 'computer-readable of claim 76, wherein whether the Prepaid
Account is eligible for facilitation is determined\

based at'least in part on a number of Top-
Ups credited to the Prepaid Account in a speciﬁe recent time period.

81.  The at least one computer-readable medium of'glaim 75, wherein whether the Prepaid
Account is eligible for facilitation is determined based at\east in part on a consumption

history of the Prepaid Account.

82. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 7 whether the Prepaid
Account is eligible for facilitation is determined based at least in part on a number of non-

recovered Facilitations associated with the Prepaid Account.

83.  The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 75, wherei the Prepaid

Account is eligible for facilitation is determined based at least in part on a ‘nonetary amount

of non-recovered Facilitations associated with the Prepaid Account.
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84.  The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 75, wherein the determining

whether the\Prepaid Account is eligible for facilitation comprises determining whether the

Subscriber is blacklisted.

85.  Apparatus Yor facilitating a purchase of a product and/or a service via a Prepaid
Account associated wyth a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to allow the product and/or the

service to be purchasedqt that time despite a balance of the Prepaid Account being less than a

price of the product and/o\the service, the apparatus comprising:

at least one network dommunication interface;

a memory to store procgsor-executable instructions and other information; and

at least one processor comynunicatively coupled to the at least one network
communication interface and the mémory, wherein upon execution of the processor-
executable instructions, the at least ong processor

A) determines a price of a\product and/or a service for a current attempted

purchase of the product and/or the Service via the Subscriber’s Prepaid Account,
wherein the price is determined specifically for the current attempted purchase, and
wherein the determined price is differen\from at least one other price specific to a
purchase of the same product and/or servicg via a different Subscriber’s Prepaid
Account, -

B) determines, prior to authorizing releage of the product and/or the service, a
Facilitation amount based on the determined pricey wherein a balance of the Prepaid
Account is less than the determined price, and a sum\of the balance and the
Facilitation amount is equal to or greater than the determined price,

C) generates at least on€ authorization message ef{ective to allow release or
delivery of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Dewce despite the balance of
the Prepaid Account being less than the determined price of the product and/or the
service, without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account priox to the release or
delivery of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device,

D) controls the at least one network communication interface o as to transmit
the at-least one authorization message to an Operator associated with th Prepaid
Account and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the product
and/or the service, and

E) records the Facilitation amount in the memory.
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86. \ The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price

based ahJeast in part on an Operator ID associated with the Operator.

87.  The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price

based at least it\part on a SOPP ID associated with the SOPP.

88.  The apparatuy of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price

based at least in part ot\an ID of the product and/or the service.

89.  The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price

based at least in part on an ID &f the Prepaid Account.

90.  The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price

based at least in part on at least one pay{ purchase made via the Prepaid Account.

91.  The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processor determines the price

based at least in part on a promotion associateN with the current attempted purchase.

92.  The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at legst one processor determines the price

based at least in part on a time of day of the current aftempted purchase.

93.  The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least onegrocessor determines the price

based at least in part on a date of the current attempted purchage.

94.  The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one processgr determines the price

based at least in part on a day of the week of the current attempted puschase.

95. A method for allowing a purchase of a product and/or a service via\a Prepaid Account
despite a balance of the Prepaid Account being less than a price of the produdt and/or the

service, the method comprising:
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one other price specific to a different transaction to purchase the same product and/or service

ent Prepaid Account;

términing, prior to authorizing release of the product and/or the service, a
Facilitation unt based on the determined price, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account
is less than the ddtermined price, and a sum of the balance and the Facilitation amount is

equal to or greater than the determined price;

C) with the coiputer, generating at least one authorization message effective to allow

release or delivery of thé\product and/or the service to the Mobile Device despite the balance

of the Prepaid Account bemg less than the determined price of the product and/or the service,
without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery of the

product and/or the service to the\Mobile Device;
D) transmitting the at least\one authorization message from the computer over a

network to the Operator and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the
product and/or the service, thereby faciftating the purchase within the current transaction in

progress; and
. E) recording the Facilitation amount\n a computer-readable memory.

96.  The method of claim 95, wherein the pricy is determined based at least in part on an

Operator 1D associated with the Operator.

97. The method of claim 95, wherein the price is detérmined based at least in parton a

SOPP ID associated with the SOPP.

98.  The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined\based at least in part on an

ID of the product and/or the service.

99.  The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based 4{ least in part on an

ID of the Prepaid Account.

100. The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based at least\pn part on at

least one past purchase made via the Prepaid Account.

101. The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based at least in part §n a

promotion associated with the current transaction in progress.
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102. Th¥ method of claim 93, wherein the price is determined based at least in partona -

time of day of the current transaction in progress.

103. The meth

date of the current

of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based at least in part on a

saction in progress.

104,  The method of claim 95, wherein the price is determined based at least in part on a

day of the week of the curreqt transaction in progress.

105. At least one computer-rexdable medium encoded with computer-executable

instructions that, when executed, psrform a method for facilitating a purchase of a product
and/or a service via a Prepaid Accouny associated with a Subscriber and a Mobile Device, to
allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at that time despite a balance of the

Prepaid Account being less than a price ofithe product and/or the service, the method
comprising:
of the product and/or the service via the Subscribag’s Prepaid Account, wherein the price is
determined specifically for the current attempted pukchase, and wherein the determined price
is different from at least one other price specific to a p\rchase of the same product and/or
service via a different Subscriber’s Prepaid Account; '

B) determining, prior to authorizing release of the pxoduct and/or the service, a
Facilitation amount based on the determined price, wherein a Ralance of the Prepaid Account

is less than the determined price, and a sum of the balance and the Facilitation amount is

equal to or greater than the determined price;
C) generating at least one authorization message effective to allow release or delivery
of the product and/or the service to the Mobile Device despite the balange of the Prepaid
Account being less than the determined price of the product and/or the seryice, without
requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account prior to the release or delivery oXthe product
and/or the service to the Mobile Device;
D) transmitting the at least one authorization message to an Operator assogiated with
the Prepaid Account and/or to a Service or Product Provider (SOPP) associated with the

product and/or the service; and

E) recording the Facilitation amount in a memory.
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106. e at least one computer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is

determined\based at least in part on an Operator ID associated with the Operator.

107.  The at léast one computer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is

determined based 3t least in part on a SOPP ID associated with the SOPP.

108. The at least one\computer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is

determined based at least \p part on an ID of the product and/or the service.

109. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 105, wherein the price is

determined based at least in part §n an ID of the Prepaid Account.

- 110.  The at least one computer-readgble medium of claim 105, wherein the price is

determined based at least in part on at lesst one past purchase made via the Prepaid Account,

111, The at least one computer-readable madium of claim 105, wherein the price is

determined based at least in part on a promotiomassociated with the.current attempted

purchase.

112.  The at least one computer-readable medium of dlaim 105, wherein the price is

determined based at least in part on a time of day of the ¢

113.  The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 183, wherein the price is

determined based at least in part on a date of the current attempteg purchase.

114.  The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 105, whexein the price is

determined based at least in part on a day of the weck of the current attetgpted purchase.

115.  Apparatus for facilitating [[a]] an attempted transaction to purchase [[&f]] a product
and/or a service via a Prepaid Account associated with a User and a telecommunjcations
service, to allow the product and/or the service to be purchased at that time despite\a balance

of the Prepaid Account being less than a known monetary amount for the attempted

transaction, the apparatus comprising:
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at 1dast one network interface;
a memory to store processor-executable instructions and other information; and

at least dne processor communicatively coupled to the at least one network
communication if{erface and the memory, wherein upon execution of the processor-

executable instructidns, the at least one processor
A) deteymines a Facilitation amount based on a known monetary amount for a

current attempted, transaction to purchase the product and/or have the service
performed via the Yser’s Prepaid Account, wherein a balance of the Prepaid Account
is less than the knowy monetary amount, and a sum of the balance and the Facilitation
amount is equal to or gkeater than the known monetary amount,

B) generates at least one authorization message effective to allow release or
delivery of the product to the User and/or performance of the service despite the
balance of the Prepaid Accoukt being less than the known monetary amount for the
current attempted transaction, without requiring a Top-Up of the Prepaid Account

prior to the release or delivery and{or performance,
C) controls the at least one ngtwork communication interface so as to transmit

the at least one authorization message Yo an Operator associated with the Prepaid
Account and/or to a Service or Product

and/or the service, and
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