A CASE FOR ENCLOSI NG A PERSONAL ELECTRONI C DEVI CE AND A CARD RELATED
APPLI CATI ONS [ 0001] This application is a NONPRO VI SI ONAL of, clains
priority wo,2ommdoioncor porates by reference U S. Provi si enalusSkPat @51519
Application 61/403,718 filed Septenber 21, 2011. FIELD OF THE | NVENTI ON

[ 0002] The present invention relates to a case for enclosing a personal
el ectronic device and one or nore cards, such as credit cards, paynent
cards, coupons, receipts, identification cards, nerchandi se credit cards,
gift cards, or business cards. ACASEFOR ENCLOSING

A PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND A CARD

RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a NONPROVISIONAL of, claims priority to, and incorporates

by reference U.S. Provisional Patent Application 61/403,718 filed September 21, 2011.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to a case for enclosing a personal electronic device
and one or more cards, such as credit cards, payment cards, coupons, receipts,

identification cards, merchandise credit cards, gift cards, or business cards.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Cases for phones, sometimes known as portfolio cases, that carry a personal
electronic device and several credit cards are similar to a traditional wallet and typically
have two sides, one that holds the cards and one that holds the personal electronic device,
that are folded over one another. Known drawbacks for these types of cases include their
expense, bulk, (adding to 5 mm or more to each side of the personal electronic device),

and the styling is not to everyone’s taste.

[0004] Other conventionally known cases for personal electronic devices include molded
cases. These cases are typically manufactured via an injection molding process using
polymers. Molded cases are typically very form fitting, manufactured at lower cost than
the portfolio cases (because of the automation employed during the manufacturing), and

available in a wide variety of styles. A molded case that includes a slot for inserting
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hol ds the cards and one that hol ds the personal electronic device, that are
fol ded over one another. Known drawbacks for these types of cases include
their expense, bulk, (adding to 5 mmor nore to each side of the personal

el ectronic device), and the styling is not to everyone's taste. [0004]
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case. Thus, inserted cards can inadvertently fall out of the case. SUMVARY

SUMMARY

[0005] Cases for enclosing a personal electronic device and one or more cards, such as
credit cards, payment cards, coupons, receipts, identification cards, merchandise credit
cards, gift cards, or business cards through the use of a retaining system are herein
discussed. In some embodiments, the case may include multiple pieces, while in other

embodiments the case may be one-piece.

[0006] An exemplary case may include a flexible inner layer and an exterior hard layer
that may be permanently affixed to the flexible inner layer. The case may be sufficiently
flexible to deform and thereby accept insertion of the personal electronic device and
sufficiently rigid to reform around and securely retain the inserted personal electronic
device. The flexible inner layer may be manufactured from, for example, rubber, silicon,

plastic, and/or fabric.

[0007] The flexible inner layer may include a bottom surface and side surfaces joined to
the bottom surface that extend upward therefrom in a manner similar to an open box.
The bottom and side surfaces of the flexible inner layer may form a first fitted cavity and
a top surface of an adjacent second fitted cavity. The first fitted cavity may be
configured to accept and retain the inserted personal electronic device such that the

bottom surface of the flexible inner layer covers a bottom surface of the inserted personal



[ 0005] Cases for enclosing a personal electronic device and one or nore
cards, such as credit cards, paynent cards, coupons, receipts,
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cards through the use of a retaining systemare herein discussed. |In sone
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enbodi nents the case may be one-pi ece. [0006] An exenplary case nmay include
a flexible inner layer and an exterior hard |layer that may be pernmanently
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cavity, which may be adjacent to the first fitted cavity, may be configured
to accept ameriescardpanderehy retindhe ipsealpd edd indheiseconditing| iRy - s one

enmbodi nents, the coefficient of static friction between the inserted card

and the flemdobpm dhe@mbb@eht, ihs caddfnhdyGh@ide o @rstdl dedoh@ 12k BS ethb &gkt ¢aE€ 1 N
place within the second fitted cavity. In other enbodinents, the flexible

i nner | ayer ;iRYnd el aubfom Subh@i At Rlle s 8RS ireD3$ (2o RO Suithk gk BAeRECONd
fitted cavity so as to exert pressure on the inserted card and thereby

retain the 'u?vﬁﬁﬁttﬁe%ﬂ?&ﬁ thd ﬂﬂeﬁeﬁ‘ﬁfo?ﬁ%oﬂ‘é’t fitdat GhnCand 4 %P shPRALF ah BYiQRK

enbodi nment , e case may I nclude a first and second [ayer. The flrst | ayer

ney i ncl udesaomg@drheref ST AGE A AR BURRAGE BolrRLART, bkcpPaRLEOM Surf ace

t hat extend upwar from an ere orma cavity and a

top surf acenﬁfsrt&gae?s@heﬁ%ﬁe%mﬁ?&eg% sLéht ﬁl&qh&l?o\ﬂohysm g Srlihd I%Isﬁ Ihyd ﬁ%&%rscaay' ty

my be confi gured to accept and retaln an I nserted persona ectroni c

gevicessuch bhll?o%tl s&rﬂl% BehE fILR ‘dg{eﬁﬁi al %l[ectw?l?c i e bind Y eg‘%\:‘a%sscg%é)f?}s# om

surface of the |nsert ed per son ronic device an surfaces of

the first Ia er cov ]ast f Qort d si de aur of i nserted
r COvVer_ a eas gO 1 Ol S14¢ Sur &C?S Q the 1nseITe ]iSOI%f. elect OI]tl CVICE.
per sonal el &¢f ronic eV|c e secon e om Surf ace

and si de su%ﬁaces FQ' Q urfa e that ext en . gg %dt
therefrom TAH® %C8P 8Y 3“’ Fét 8?% ?1"‘3031“ £ S&Tf%%séod? ad Ffhe
d | f h d t f th id
oo el °fw?@$u%ﬁv§w L BT sLB s e
t t he f t Th d fitted t b fi dt
Ptept an Petnsrond BY G R sS<0ay Bied ity Getond e ign of WESHe pSeRor 1 | on

of the side %urfaces X i ncl ude an opening via which the card is_inserted
in the case ol the exterior hard layer may substantially cover the side portions the first layer. The

second fitted cavity may be configured to accept and retain at least one card and at least
one of the first portion of the side surfaces may include an opening via which the card is

mserted in the case.

[0010] In one embodiment, a coefficient of static friction between the inserted card and

the first layer may be sufficient to hold the inserted card in place within the second fitted



[0010] In one enbodi nent, a coefficient of static friction between the
inserted card and the first |layer nmay be sufficient to hold the inserted
card i n pvaceivi4bdven the second fitted cavity. |n anot hecTarsbadions®me, the
first layer may include a retaining feature that extends into the second
fitted cavity so as to exert pressure on the inserted card and thereby
retain the inserted card in the second fitted cavity. [0011] Another
exenpl ary case for enclosing a personal electronic device and one or nore
cards i nser tadiyt hbr eiathersynbodioiend ehafirsexaver inpy ihelnde haylemirgnitatare theki bl e
inner layer insert that is attached to the exterior hard |layer. The case
may be suff iextemlstihtp the exdobd ditted catefyosomsatodexth rashye @0 dbpinsemslerard amd of t he
personal electronic device and sufficiently rigid to reform around and
secur el y r etlerdby trétan ithesesetted cqpé instbersdeorel ftctircaviiyc devi ce. The case may
further include a first fitted cavity configured to accept and retain an

o accept alBHEAMMRETRRTRRE SRY iRl AR e B B béédc‘éﬁ ”Er% &N o
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In which: insert that is attached to the exterior hard layer. The case may be sufficiently flexible to

deform and thereby accept insertion of the personal electronic device and sufficiently

rigid to reform around and securely retain the inserted personal electronic device. The

case may further include a first fitted cavity configured to accept and retain an inserted

personal electronic device and a second fitted cavity configured to accept and retain the

one or more inserted cards.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] The present application is illustrated by way of example, and not limitation, in the

figures of the accompanying drawings, in which:

[0013] Figure 1A is a top view of an exemplary case in accordance with embodiments

of the present invention;

[0014] Figure 1B is a bottom view of an exemplary case in accordance with

embodiments of the present invention;

[0015] Figure 1C is a side view of an exemplary case in accordance with embodiments

of the present invention;

[0016] Figures 1D and 1E are cross-sectional views of an exemplary case in accordance

with embodiments of the present invention;



[0013] Figure 1A is a top view of an exenplary case in accordance with
enbodi nents of the present invention; [0014] Figure 1B is a bottomview of
an exenplhapyorasesosn accordance w th enbodi nents of thePpraseot/os2sent i on;
[0015] Figure 1Cis a side view of an exenplary case in accordance with
enbodi ments of the present invention; [0016] Figures 1D and 1lE are
cross-sectional views of an exenplary case in accordance wth enbodi nents
of the present invention; [0017] Figures 2A and 2B are cross-sectional

vi ews of an[@M&hpigares 2Aamd ZBharacosr-ganae!l vievholemizadinplerntmseoh atdvedapeesent

I nvention; and [0018] Figure 2C is an expl oded view of an exenplary case in
accor dance withkembothodhivefiths pofkertt heeproasant | nventi on.

[0018] Figure 2C is an exploded view of an exemplary case in accordance with

embodiments of the present invention.

[0019] Throughout the drawings, the same reference numerals and characters, unless
otherwise stated, are used to denote like features, elements, components, or portions of
the illustrated embodiments. Moreover, while the subject invention will now be
described in detail with reference to the drawings, the description is done in connection
with the illustrative embodiments. It is intended that changes and modifications can be
made to the described embodiments without departing from the true scope and spirit of

the subject invention as defined by the appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0020] As personal electronic devices become more and more integrated into people’s
lives, they are carried around wherever people go. Thus, it may be desirable to carry the
personal electronic device around with a sub-set of the other items that a person also
usually carries around. For example, if a personal electronic device could be carried
along with, for example, an ID card, a business card, and/or a credit card, the user might
be able to leave another bulky item such as a wallet at home. Thus, a case (otherwise
known as a sleeve, holder, portfolio or shell) for a personal electronic device, such as a
mobile phone, that can also retain one or more cards, such as credit or identification

cards 1s herein described.

[0021] The cases described herein may be manufactured via, for example, a molding

process and may therefore retain a relatively small size compared with an enclosed



[ 0019] Throughout the draw ngs, the sane reference nunerals and characters,
unl ess otherw se stated, are used to denote |ike features, elenents,
conponentwQ 20r2/q@a3obi ons of the illustrated enbodi ments. pbrusSemeans2smhi | e t he
subj ect invention will now be described in detail with reference to the
drawi ngs, the description is done in connection with the illustrative
enbodi nents. It is intended that changes and nodifications can be nmade to

t he descri bed enbodi nents wi thout departing fromthe true scope and spirit
of the subj eesorahwdgetrpmn desicdednidndebidny fletibiligp pBired egbes | dasambed DETRA aED
DESCRI PTI ON [ 0020] As personal el ectronic devices becone nore and nore

i nt egr at ed imhofageeplfehsat ldavewp diffeesnt anateriglarA fiest mareo sindaywiteasementepeopl e go.
Thus, it may be desirable to carry the personal el ectronic device around
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around. For exanple, if a personal electronic device could be carried al ong
wi th, for exaidpplesticanetdlDa pakdarbénatrushteedsarcizord, pamaiamid marieldi Thechusd, the
user mght be able to | eave anot her bul ky item such as a wallet at hone.
Thus, a caseaf@dlaheaa&eo R a@sndossd pa¥ehal Bletteharc, depe tifodl dampe dabe | ) for
a personal electronic device, such as a nobile phone, that can also retain
one or nor e ifgdct punGuteNshdsk, Gragdl dic. OF sdcd@ninbieti@iahayostt 6a5 AsxibR iMEX Blydr

descri bed. [0021] The cases descri bed herein nmay be manufactured via, for

exanpl e, a gRd HaPBaR PELHSn@0H coBYiahfesRiRhht iRk A Athdr ebAhicyahYagrel | si ze
conpared wi th an encl osed personal electronic device and design

flexibilityed Qﬁn&g%s%ufé%&@ rdeR@sl ey @rllé‘ c&ﬁﬁlaﬁ%thé%Mrﬁﬂlré O dtatdri@RSt t WO
different materials. Afirst material nmay act as an éxterior hard | ayer or

bul k of a cgse é}’d&%n{%}és)bﬁdqﬁd}u&l?&&wt%r&é&% eBElBse@%fEBha@el&tr&ﬂ@'d@w@ef _
semrigid plastic netal, a polycarbonate materi al, [or a para-aramd

mat eri al . @%nﬂh, %e&ﬁh@hh o, k&GHed QcProtect an enclosed per sonal
el ectronic device from danagé due to |npact puncture, shock, water, etc. A

second material nmay act as a flexible inner |ayer and may have a retalnlng
or conpl i and®22bhiprosrsend mhigriali mayefurtherrpreradhadpiaigh betiveeraa gard ifsertesl ingpr i ngs,
cantilevers, beans, etc.) or is conpliant by the very nature of the
mat eri al ( e.ﬂq. cagd amd persona shectamdt derryce dieswseais cotening piat weyt tharebe potassad
personal electronic device from damge due to inpact, shock, water, etc.
enclosed personal electronic device from scratching and other damage cased by inserting,
removing, and/or retaining the cards in the case. The compliance, or flexibility, of the
second material may also be utilized to add pressure or a static frictional force between
itself and inserted card(s) and may thereby prevent an inadvertent loss of the cards that

might otherwise occur when there is not sufficient frictional or other force to retain the

mserted cards within the case.

[0023] Figure 1A is a top view of a case 100 for enclosing a personal electronic device
and a card including an exterior hard layer 110, a flexible inner layer 120, a retaining
feature 115, and a first fitted cavity 130. Exemplary personal electronic devices include
mobile telephones, so called “smart phones” (e.g., iPhone™ or Blackberry™), laptop
computers, tablet computers, and the like. Exemplary cards include credit cards,
payment cards, identification cards (e.g., driver’s license, membership card, etc.),

business cards, coupons, receipts, merchandise credit cards, gift cards, and the like.



[ 0022] The second material may further provide a barrier between a card
inserted into the case and a personal electronic device the case is

coveri ng woaorapoioher eby protect an encl osed personal elPeTtusenilnszieyi ce
from scratching and ot her danage cased by inserting, renoving, and/or
retaining the cards in the case. The conpliance, or flexibility, of the
second material nmay also be utilized to add pressure or a static frictional
force between itself and inserted card(s) and may thereby prevent an

i nadvert ent [0034k Foferibhbard dayds 1t haay e dabtricaieh éomi & esemple. mhieh atrtped er i s not
sufficient frictional or other force to retain the inserted cards within

t he case. [ 88&i3jgifFiptpatie nlakripls aarigid pubticewmagdriah acpadecafl@®datt onatent | Dpamg a
personal electronic device and a card including an exterior hard |ayer 110,
a fl exi bl e arned mheyidrand/d0songe coedbaatiomierteelnd mey béany enar a tdkitmrst fitted
cavity 130. Exenplary personal electronic devices include nobile

t el ephones, | led ."smart nes, (e. i PhoneTM.qr ackberrylm,

| aptop complf2sEReE R B B RES bs fefom iR ABPRLfE IS RERAEHATLI qe
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menber shi p ¢&P'd™ rgﬁ 5 ?ﬁl%o&sf’hB G HTaY 1 Sr?s?“e?h«%ﬁléﬁ%p‘ioé maplaing b se
credit cards ift cards, and the |ike. 024]. Exterigr hard | ayer 110 may
e fabr | oat UK D Byt a1t PRI RS i oo hrerig qUipaEp o
material, a rigid rubber material, a polzéarbonate material , a paraaramd
materi al and°6rnEBE" iRt MR EHOP VY ARFRY RSO AP TBYINBHC BRCHExt ur e,

[ 0025] Flexible inner layer 120 may be nade from any appropriately flexible
mat erial, sGERbEINPeIBE 128 Mmay ds iy Gplopprapaiem Hrglaayn KErFIbodingBEhani sm
for maintaining the attachnent between the case and the portable electronic
devi ce. Exefigrileynagr {aehhmanke mariiacgiged Fempueatgridd speh thafp eoetliciedt 8h, an
adhesive material, and a magnetic material. Flexible inner |ayer 120 may be
any col or optapafricEpmhbgfvediol erdinseried d6pa seqopd Aitpervyy 160 edepisied 1 Kigare | ayer
120 may be manufactured froma material such that a coefficient of static
friction betleend dexhlednigidarer dd0 inmy dbeasusleatant do hpldt thel insendd ¢ard Boplagkepi ct ed
in Figure 1C) and flexible inner |ayer 120 nay be sufficient to hold the

i nsert ed camdthinseginddétedcavit i66econd fitted cavity 160. [0026] Optionally,
flexible inner |ayer 120 may include a retaining feature 115 that may
operate to sar Ser: ~

enbodi ment o 0028| OpfALAS AABRILAY 12k SaPREPIE P kb R hELEPME ity o
may be fl ex'ogérgte?@%%bce}rgs ﬁ?&@bﬁm& E'e%ofu{]?a%@ 18! ﬂfsoﬁleceg‘[bgdi hR REHS d cavity
160 and nmay exert pressure on e inserted card in a direction away from
flexible innper | r 12 nd toward the jnside bottom surface of, the second
cavity 160, 55 hrr SRR SRR Sred ehoR a5 BRI S RE e dhet eq o
accept and retain an inserted perso el ectroni c device suc hat . t he

Dot ¢ bm sur f ARETR0 of el BT ERREFn TR &) atbBSe SRt oF seted SRLILe ©: he

i nserted personal el ectronjc .device and the side surfaces of flexible inner
| ayer 120" cBVUR e TEE TR DRRIE M BPOSI HEnd oS B oo Rt aisfE

ersonal el ectronic device.
P %16 second ca\gty 168.

[0027] First fitted cavity 130 may be shaped and configured to accept and retain an
inserted personal electronic device such that the bottom surface of flexible inner layer
120 covers a bottom surface of the inserted personal electronic device and the side
surfaces of flexible inner layer 120 cover at least a portion of side surfaces of the inserted

personal electronic device.



[0028] In sone enbodi nents, case 100 may include one or nore openi ngs or
cut away portions 140 into which a card nmay be inserted into second fitted
cavity 168020/m@hmén in Figure 1B, which is a bottom vi earafS2ea®s25190
showi ng an exterior surface of the bottomof exterior hard |ayer 110.

Openi ng(s) 140 nmay be sufficiently large to enable the insertion of one or
nore cards into a second fitted cavity 160 and/or enable a user to access
or renove an inserted card. Wen opening 140 is cut away fromthe bottom
surface of ¢3028} Inpyonfeaanbotlianests, dat@ 1¢(s mghowhide enépyupes dpBingd exdubbeayi nner

| ayer 120 may be visible underneath the bottom portion of exterior hard

| ayer 110 agpom@uand hOentbadechiretawkbemy bé insdrtefl irtte edombiviiddycatifOl @nah sheeond fitt ed
cavity 160. In sonme enbodi nents, case 100 may al so i nclude an aperture 125
si zed and p@igure dBedviich accbonmndaieer afhchserablseowisg aofexeeribeatrface obfthean
inserted personal electronic device, such as a canera lens or a |ight

sour ce. [ 00B8fonDpf bxaeddrihyird laxdrelr Do peaihg(s) &yemayl b€ suffiyienticlatpdao engbleor nor e
cut-away portions 145 that contribute to the overall flexibility of case
100. I n one tenbhediotlone ar @i cami@ynhtd e kédodd fikdbcavRy 18RardlV@ 2e4tle alisel e f our
corners of case 100. On sone occasions, flexible inner |ayer 120 may fil

in a portiogcts Gliemdveyn PReidédoehrd. 4 SWhehhdpeniiB Y 48 nabhieavext fdrh @lic haloth | ayer
110 to sufficiently flex or deformto accept an inserted personal

el ectroni c d@viceef eXt&b3 BhrdHiagdd 180 AECsHoSvnAn Higlfi-e MBS Wed bl GARE 124001 Johady depi ct's
opening 140 into which a card may be inserted into second fitted cavity

160. As canpbg;$Kteinlidndatid WHebokom Borllt oPEXRHES RGE 18fer fl8XdsbInintenags | ayer
120 acts as a top surface of second fitted cavity 160. On sone occasions,

case 100 mayeQRefHSl AlZ&0in P50AHAQBITRE &ii6d &vR@T bo. CH RmeleWidBdiffenRE&asONAl
el ectronic device. On these occasions, case 100 may I nclude an aperture or

other feat uigy 435 15h28AANA IR 1 O0Gck L0 ACCAMMAIR, oA RHUEE oLy AN

i nserted persona ectronic I Ce. I gure IS a cross-sectiona

vi ew of cas i I [ i Nt %@h l.exipl e

i nner Iayer%T%ggwéﬂg%g?%?gﬁggﬁggkggﬂ?%&g%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁsé%gégg1%§ 8&3%§q§¢ op
surface of ggqud fitted cavity 160. The bottom surface of flexible inner

| ayer 120 pafflally or wholly separates first fitted cavity 150 from second
fitted cavity 160 and may thereby isolate a personal electronic device

i nserted i n{@2P] Ostionally.teswriochard hyer300 fmap mchude anglon mere ctexvay poiosecond
fitted cavity 160 second fitted cavity 160. This isolation nay serve to
prot ect the lihgerdoadibpers dralverell 8etibibityi f cadeviot.elrf snermbodiaknthe sutandy ot her
forms of damage that nmay result fromthe insertion or storage of cards in
second fitt edrtioav#i mayl 6Opresapt it dealblycorielseofichded 00.n0O8 Kothay@bsidR Oflgxate | Ncl ude
an overhang by which an inserted personal electronic device is retained in
case 100. [ @32hydriigunay LE ih 8 pértich 658t SeSt podinal 143 EWisehayGaste d&idrncl udi ng
exterior hard layer 110 into which a personal electronic device 170 is

i nserted i nherdflayles 1003 iffiyiedBOfl@ng dafofd tdlact§A ah hséitEigktsethl Rt nsecond
fitted cavity 160. Although only one card 180 is inserted into second
fitted cavitgywidd0, it should be understood that second fitted cavity 160
m ght accommodat e any nunber of inserted cards. [0033] Figure 2Ais a

cross-secti sn3d| Pitufl 1@ iCAGEe AOQ of @hiseq06 iR h&ikci@oRam3analine hatdhrante device
and a card including exterior hard |layer 110, a flexible inner |ayer insert

125, first flf tRAneA¥ f¥o debhd AR GeGOMh. f AL E&Ob LR IV FikhR 1EX Bdodf hard

| ayer 110 of Case 200 is simlar is shape and configuration to the exterior

|
hard layer of tR8%enddfe\Mhden Qel%g&%pisiaot@p %llﬁ‘ngce IoF sMBYd ﬁg&i éﬁqu BE mor e

features for retalning an I nsert personal ectroni c device, such as an

over hangi N9 AL 0oy FLEX BE w08 olsifted] ASRLIMERRNE 3 MREIEGSd DO

exterior har ayer 110 so as t ormthe bottom portio

cavity 150 %ngo&apglect,t%?lica@e@ic%i d?)nHRésteioggﬁio%, cﬁ?ecmdm&j hltcﬁl(He %ﬁ“ébér}{nelﬁp ’

other feature 135 sized and positioned to accommodate a feature of an inserted personal

electronic device.



[0034] Figure 2B is a cross-section view of case 200 into which personal
el ectronic device 170 is inserted into first fitted cavity 150 and card 180

i s i nsertwo 20rr@o®econd fitted cavity 160.
vi ew of case 200 assenbly in which card 180 are inserted into exterior
| ayer 110 and flexible inner layer insert 125 is inserted into exterior

hard | ayer

assenbly of card 180, exterior hard |ayer 110, and flexible inner |ayer

[ 0035] Fi gur @C2AISRG11AM5eXxpl oded

har d

110. Personal electronic device 180 is then inserted into the

i nsert 125. [(0G30BBiguithll js acromsectfonal vegve biossan i langdedisperérics hedtlayenil ¥ devi ce
and a card has been herein described. CLAIMS Wiat is clained is:

into which flexible inner layer 120 is positioned so as to form first cavity 150 and a top
surface of second fitted cavity 160. The bottom surface of flexible inner layer 120
partially or wholly separates first fitted cavity 150 from second fitted cavity 160 and may
thereby isolate a personal electronic device inserted into first fitted cavity 150 from a
card inserted into second fitted cavity 160 second fitted cavity 160. This isolation may
serve to protect the inserted personal electronic device from scratches and other forms of
damage that may result from the insertion or storage of cards in second fitted cavity 160.
Optionally, flexible inner layer 120 may include an overhang by which an inserted

personal electronic device is retained in case 100.

[0032] Figure 1E is a cross-sectional view of case 100 including exterior hard layer 110
into which a personal electronic device 170 is inserted into first cavity 150 and a card
180 is inserted into second fitted cavity 160. Although only one card 180 is inserted into
second fitted cavity 160, it should be understood that second fitted cavity 160 might

accommodate any number of inserted cards.

[0033] Figure 2A is a cross-section view of a case 200 for enclosing a personal
electronic device and a card including exterior hard layer 110, a flexible inner layer
insert 125, first fitted cavity 150, and second fitted cavity 160. Exterior hard layer 110 of
case 200 is similar is shape and configuration to the exterior hard layer of case 100 with
the exception that it may include one or more features for retaining an inserted personal
electronic device, such as an overhanging portion. Flexible inner layer insert 125 is
inserted into exterior hard layer 110 so as to form the bottom portion of first fitted cavity

150 and the top and side portions of second fitted cavity 160.



1. A one-piece case for enclosing a personal electronic device and one or
nore cards conprising a flexible inner |ayer and an exterior hard | ayer
that i s peorraredavioy affi xed to the flexible inner | ayer pPCriiS2an®s3siiece case
being sufficiently flexible to deform and thereby accept insertion of the
personal electronic device and sufficiently rigid to reform around and
securely retain the inserted personal electronic device, wherein: t he
flexible inner |ayer includes a bottom surface and side surfaces joined to
t he bott om $M3#REgupndB ax temaistsectiopwagvd of kaeeloponto wiielr pbrgorfabelettingpia fir st
fitted cavity and a top surface of an adjacent second fitted cavity,

wher ei n t he dévicesst7(0f istibseded ano fiyst ifisted omvfily gihd enld toardatideptinsanetl mgt sicond he

i nserted personal electronic device such that the bottom surface of the

f | exi bl e i nfiged tayenc@overs a bottom surface of the inserted personal

el ectronic device and the side surfaces cover at |east a portion of side

surfaces of jiig FRSS! bedsnersonaly ekeoty anl sodevlog Ao coua iBGEXteri or
hard | ayer inc £ 0 8 ace an e sur es 10|ne t'he bottom

surface and. ext n t her erein the bot n1and a first
portion of ¢he" S PhBad laeftli @a“@senﬁ%a g2 1ok Here eldond
fitted cavit sec ortion of t e Si rfaces of the e rior
har 0| ayer SUBGOARI By (Co %One%éecgplag Butet 1O BT Ted o e SRR | ayer
wherein the second fltteg]g Vlt nflgured to. acce t and retain at

| east one c&ferah: srtenrderd Igys bl E’Pefd@ff’tﬁ“ﬁﬁ“é ‘the side surfaces
i ncl udes an openi ng via which the card is inserted in the one-piece case.
2. The one- PSEETEASLcRE [FleAdHidy a RNEl dlectrbic avict dnd adthrd HABEenMRRIO! a
credit card, a paynent card, an identification card, a business card, a
coupon, a rgeRbipde. a nerchandise credit card, and a gift card. 3. The
one-pi ece case of claim1, wherein a coefficient of static friction between
the inserted card and the flexible inner layer is sufficient to hold the
inserted card in place within the second fitted cavity. 4. The one-pi ece
case of claim1l, wherein bottomsurface of the flexible inner |ayer
includes a retaining feature that extends into the second fitted cavity so

as to exert pressure on the inserted card and thereby retain the inserted
card in the second fitted cavity.
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5. A case for enclosing a personal electronic device and one or nore cards
conpri si ng: a first layer including a bottom surface and side
sur f aces yoizned406t he bottom surface and ext endi ng upwaca/ushen®srsom
thereby formng a first fitted cavity and a top surface of an adjacent
second fitted cavity, wherein the first fitted cavity is configured to
accept and retain an inserted personal electronic device such that the
bottom surface of the first |layer covers a bottom surface of the inserted
per sonal el €413 c device and the side surfaces of the first |ayer cover
at least a portion of side surfaces of the inserted personal electronic
devi ce; and ~ cond | ayer including a bottom surface and side
surfaces joi“rllhea(tzllstctl)a%%l%g&bottom surface and extendi ng upward therefrom
wherein the bottomand a first portion of the side surfaces of the second
| ayer from tthé aequrd cisetforedclosing & persmmdl dectreiodevigrandiops oohorelsardsi de
surfaces of the exterior hard |l ayer substantially cover the side portions
the first | ayeprsivheleibtie mher lsec ambanf axteriedhardlay énythatss omfieglly elfixedtoaccept
and retain at |east one card and at | east one of the first portion of the
si de surf acde flentdlaudes larr, dpencpecy cae bhing buffitientlydtediblestoidaoented] i n t he
case. 6. The one-piece case of claim5, wherein the card is at | east one
of a credit theadbe acappiayemiomt of darpdrsoadl elediediti¢ ddvatahdsufficerndly razibwsefoass card,
a coupon, a receipt, a nerchandise credit card, and a gift card. 7. The
one- pi ece casRndindeairéh; detaiirigdeftedpt@hifdatremit doficestvaére@: fri ction bet ween
the inserted card and the first layer is sufficient to hold the inserted

card in place w thbiflexibRenezoadndliidet @ Bo€a@ kdrface and side surfaces joined to the
bottom surface and extending upward therefrom, thereby forming a first fitted cavity and
a top surface of an adjacent second fitted cavity, wherein the first fitted cavity is
configured to accept and retain the inserted personal electronic device such that the
bottom surface of the flexible inner layer covers a bottom surface of the inserted personal
electronic device and the side surfaces cover at least a portion of side surfaces of the
inserted personal electronic device; and

the exterior hard layer includes a bottom surface and side surfaces joined to the

bottom surface and extending upward therefrom, wherein the bottom and a first portion
of the side surfaces of the exterior hard layer form the second fitted cavity and a second
portion of the side surfaces of the exterior hard layer substantially cover the side portions
the flexible inner layer, wherein the second fitted cavity is configured to accept and
retain at least one card and at least one of the first portion of the side surfaces includes an

opening via which the card is inserted in the one-piece case.

2. The one-piece case of claim 1, wherein the card is at least one of a credit card, a
payment card, an identification card, a business card, a coupon, a receipt, a merchandise

credit card, and a gift card.
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8. The one-pi ece case of claim5, wherein bottomsurface of the first |ayer
includes a retaining feature that extends into the second fitted cavity so
as to exew0D2prémsiwse on the inserted card and thereby recaius2athesisnsert ed
card in the second fitted cavity. 9. A case for enclosing a personal

el ectroni c device and one or nore cards inserted therein conprising an
exterior hard layer and a flexible inner layer insert that is attached to
the exterior hard |layer, the case being sufficiently flexible to deform and
t hereby accept insertion of the personal electronic device and sufficiently
rigid to reformaround and securely retain the inserted personal electronic
devi ce and Bndhediergea chiercftclafm flf wlibr@maictaflicemfol sjareitictan woeeptheand ret ai n
an inserted personal electronic device and a second fitted cavity
configured tmGeagicaptandnic fiextbdd innéri® eonauidiciemon doldnbeinteedd catd dsplassher ei n:
the exterior hard layer includes a bottom surface and side surfaces joined
to the bott enthsuhé acenditbdextigndi ng upward therefrom thereby form ng side
surfaces of the first fitted cavity and a bottom and side surfaces of the
second fitted cavity; and the flexible inner |ayer insert includes a
top surface and two side surfaces joined to the top surface and extendi ng
downwar d t har gh¢ eme-pibdeeadd Exiabth @, Whiéh bbeyreturfa0seffthe RalikIGinabilaghed to the
exterior hard |ayer so that the two side surfaces of the flexible inner

layer i nser fncf@edn fimisd BeruslhiiagRsdahiotinescca@aNdd tait 86 acR\kéy and the top
surface of the flexible inner layer insert forns the top surface of the

second fittgfsqRYbd te ﬁl@éhefa hRth e Mepdy FAGR ﬂQ:fmsIeH@d Edrd ﬁltthé idkbRchravity. 10.
The one-piece case of claim9, wherein the card is at |east one of a credit

card, a payggp&.card an identification card, a business card, a coupon, a
receipt, a nerchandi se credit card, and a gift card. 11. The one-piece
case of claim9, wherein a coefficient of static friction between the
inserted card and the flexible inner layer is sufficient to hold the

i nserted CarS.d AI &s&%o?&%lé’sqntgry p@I‘SE)Il%? el%@t?oqlli]éjdefvicte tal%iorféao\f in]i0¥e cards comprising:

a first layer including a bottom surface and side surfaces joined to the bottom
surface and extending upward therefrom, thereby forming a first fitted cavity and a top
surface of an adjacent second fitted cavity, wherein the first fitted cavity is configured to
accept and retain an inserted personal electronic device such that the bottom surface of
the first layer covers a bottom surface of the inserted personal electronic device and the
side surfaces of the first layer cover at least a portion of side surfaces of the inserted

personal electronic device; and

a second layer including a bottom surface and side surfaces joined to the bottom
surface and extending upward therefrom, wherein the bottom and a first portion of the
side surfaces of the second layer from the second fitted cavity and a second portion of the
side surfaces of the exterior hard layer substantially cover the side portions the first layer,

wherein the second fitted cavity is configured to accept and retain at least one card and at
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12. The one-pi ece case of claim9, wherein bottomsurface of the flexible
i nner |ayer includes a retaining feature that extends into the second
fitted cawDt2912408036 t 0 exert pressure on the inserted cacu/usedlobsieby
retain the inserted card in the second fitted cavity.

least one of the first portion of the side surfaces includes an opening via which the card is

mserted in the case.

6. The one-piece case of claim 5, wherein the card is at least one of a credit card, a
payment card, an identification card, a business card, a coupon, a receipt, a merchandise

credit card, and a gift card.

7. The one-piece case of claim 5, wherein a coefficient of static friction between the
inserted card and the first layer is sufficient to hold the inserted card in place within the

second fitted cavity.

8. The one-piece case of claim 5, wherein bottom surface of the first layer includes a
retaining feature that extends into the second fitted cavity so as to exert pressure on the

inserted card and thereby retain the inserted card in the second fitted cavity.

9. A case for enclosing a personal electronic device and one or more cards inserted
therein comprising an exterior hard layer and a flexible inner layer insert that is attached
to the exterior hard layer, the case being sufficiently flexible to deform and thereby
accept insertion of the personal electronic device and sufficiently rigid to reform around
and securely retain the inserted personal electronic device and including a first fitted
cavity configured to accept and retain an inserted personal electronic device and a second
fitted cavity configured to accept and retain the one or more inserted cards, wherein:

the exterior hard layer includes a bottom surface and side surfaces joined to the
bottom surface and extending upward therefrom, thereby forming side surfaces of the

first fitted cavity and a bottom and side surfaces of the second fitted cavity; and
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the flexible inner layer insert includes a top surface and two side surfaces joined
to the top surface and extending downward therefrom, the flexible inner layer insert
being attached to the exterior hard layer so that the two side surfaces of the flexible inner
layer insert form the side surfaces of the second fitted cavity and the top surface of the
flexible inner layer insert forms the top surface of the second fitted cavity and a bottom

surface of the first fitted cavity.

10. The one-piece case of claim 9, wherein the card is at least one of a credit card, a
payment card, an identification card, a business card, a coupon, a receipt, a merchandise

credit card, and a gift card.

11. The one-piece case of claim 9, wherein a coefficient of static friction between the
inserted card and the flexible inner layer is sufficient to hold the inserted card in place

within the second fitted cavity.

12. The one-piece case of claim 9, wherein bottom surface of the flexible inner layer
includes a retaining feature that extends into the second fitted cavity so as to exert
pressure on the inserted card and thereby retain the inserted card in the second fitted

cavity.
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