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JEWELRY RING WITH SECURITY ASPECT 

(LARGE AND SMALL DISPLAY PORTIONS) 

Field of the Invention 

PCT/US00~13564 

The present invention relates to an article of jewelry. More specifically, 

the present invention relates to a jewelry ring which has a more prominent 

design which typically will be shown to a viewer and a less prominent design 

which ordinarily will be located at the hidden or palm part of the ring but can be 

selectively turned around, i.e., rotated on the wearer's finger to be seen by a 

viewer. In this position, the more prominent design is rotated so that it is 

hidden from view. In this way, a fanciful jewelry ring is provided with a security 

feature. 

Background of the Invention 

Rings are popular items of jewelry which have been worn by women and 

men for centuries. Generally rings are made out of a solid metal material. The 

most common form of a ring constitutes a simple metallic band, often of gold or 

silver alloy, fitted for the wearer's finger. More elaborate rings have been made 

to contain. precious or semi-precious gems, engravings and so forth. 

Rings containing elaborate designs and precious or semi-precious gems of 

a relatively large carat weight are very desirable, yet expensive and therefore 
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have been objects of numerous robberies. Robbers, who see large ornate rings, 

actually approach the wearer and threaten violence unless the wearer removes 

the ring and gives it to the robber. Consequently, many jewelry and ring 

wearers when they are in the public streets or in a less secure environment, tend 

to turn their expensive rings 180 ° around on their finger to hide the expensive 

design and/or gem from view of a would-be-robber. However, an observant 

viewer would notice that the opposite or now-exposed side of the ring looks like 

the rear portion of a more ornate ring. Stated another way, the forward 

projected, yet rotated back of an ornate ring or a ring with a large gem looks 

exactly like the back of an ornate ring or one with a large gem. No one, 

certainly not a sophisticated robber, is fooled. The front of an ornate or gem-

bearing ring is wide to support the gem. The sides of an ornate ring are usually 

tapered toward the back to provide for more comfortable wear. When the ring 

is turned, the tapering makes it obvious that the ring was turned around on the 

finger. As a result, instead of providing more security to the wearer, the above 

manipulations attract unwanted attention by alerting the potential robber that 

there may be a large gem on the hidden side of the ring that is worth hiding. 

Rings can be divided into four segments, i) the prominent design segment; 

ii) two sides which usually taper down from the design segment and iii) the rear 

or palm-facing segment. Some rings, of course, have fanciful designs which 

extend from the design segment to the sides, even all the way around to the 

palm facing segment. However, extending gems and/or ornate design around 
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the entire ring can be expensive. Presently available jewelry ring constructions 

with large gems or prominent designs on the design segment generally do not 

have many gems or design on the palm facing segment because such a design 

typically would not be observed by an outside viewer, thus "wasting" the 

expense. However, there are numbers of people, usually called "expressive" 

talkers, who enhance their speech with hand gestures. "Expressive" talkers 

frequently show the inside or palms of their hands while talking, and many of 

them would prefer to wear rings that could show some design or artistic appeal 

during conversations, instead of the mere plain, palm facing segment of the ring 

and, yet, in addition to the traditional outwardly facing design segment. 

Additionally, the ability of the wearer to be in contact with the gemstone 

itself is important for people who believe in the healing power of gems, know as 

"crystal healing." Traditional designs do not allow for such contact unless the 

ring is rotated until the prominent design segment is located inside the wearer's 

palm. The rear or palm-facing segment, which typically lacks any 

ornamentation, is then displayed to a viewer. 

Accordingly, there is a need in the art for ring constructions that would 

allow a wearer to conceal an expensive design of the prominent design segment 

of the ring (to avoid robberies, for example) while not raising suspicions of 

potential robbers. There is also an interest in the art for a construction which 

can allow wearers to display a less prominent design, on the palm facing side, 
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while showing the inside of their hands, while also maintaihing the large gem or 

design on the outside facing segment. 

Summary of the Invention 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a ring construction 

which will allow th~ wearer to selectively, securely conceal the prominent design 

portion on the ring's front or outer surface, and yet a viewer will still see a 

design or gem, as if the ring were an ornate (yet less ornate) ring, only with a 

less prominent design when the ring is turned for security. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a ring construction 

which can be easily manipulated by the wearer to present different "looks." 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a ring with a 

prominent front-facing design section and a smaller palm-facing design section. 

Other objects, advantages and features of this invention will be more 

apparent hereinafter. 

The objects of the present invention are accomplished by providing a ring 

construction having a ring with two main segments connected by side 

segments. Each of the main ring segments has its own design. The design of 

the first ring segment is considered more "important," substantial or prominent 
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than the design of the second segment. The first ring segment is typically 

displayed for viewing. The two segments are located about 180° from one 

another. However, when, for security or any other purpose, the wearer 

selectively rotates the ring, the second segment with the less prominent design 

or gem is displayed, concealing the more prominent design of the first segment 

within the wearer's palm, without alerting a potential robber that a more 

prominent design is hidden. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

A full understanding of the invention can be gained from the following 

description of the preferred embodiment when read in conjunction with the 

accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a side view of the ring in accordance with the first embodiment 

of the present invention, where the more prominent design segment holds, in 

this example, a prong set diamond solitaire and the less prominent design 

segment contains a bezel set solitaire or a gem of smaller carat weight and size; 

Fig. 2 is a side view of a different embodiment of the ring in accordance 

with the present invention, where the more prominent design segment is a row 

or rows of laser-cut channel-set diamonds and the less prominent design 

segment is a downsized yet visually related version of the more prominent 
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design; 

Fig. 3 is a side view of another embodiment of the ring in accordance 

with the present invention, where designs of the first design segment and the 

second design segment of the ring are visually different, yet, clearly, the first 

segment is a more prominent display segment than the second display segment; 

Fig. 4 is a top view of a wearer's hand showing the first segment of the 

ring as shown in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a palm view of the wearer's hand of Fig. 4 (without rotation of 

the ring about the finger), wearing the ring shown in Fig. 3 where the first 

design segment is faced outwardly and is not visible; 

Fig. 6 is a bottom perspective view of the second design portion of the 

ring shown in Figs. 3-5; and 

Fig. 7 is a top view of the wearer's hand when the ring of Fig. 3 has been 

rotated so that the less prominent design or second design segment is displayed 

outward to a viewer and the more prominent design segment is hidden or palm­

facing. 
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Detailed Description of the Drawings and the Preferred Embodiment 

As best seen in the drawings, in the preferred embodiment of the present 

invention, a jewelry ring 10 is provided which can be manipulated to present 

two different appearances to an outside viewer. Jewelry ring 10 basically 

consists of a main ring 1 2 which presents a first ring segment 14 and a second 

ring segment 1 8. In the preferred embodiment the first ring segment 14 is a 

solid gold ring segment extending about 180° with a diam.ond solitaire 16 of a 

relatively large carat weight. The second ring segment 18 may also comprise a 

solid gold ring portion extending about 180°. In the preferred embodiment, the 

second ring segment also holds a diamond solitaire 20 yet, here, it is of a 

relatively small carat weight. See Fig. 1. The ring 12 is suitably sized to fit 

comfortably on the wearer's finger yet large enough to be rotated about its axis 

without discomfort to the wearer. 

During a normal wear, the first segment of the ring with the more 

prominent design (for example, the larger diamond) is located on the outer 

surface of the wearer's hand and can be observed by an outside viewer (see Fig. 

4). As shown in Fig. 5, the less prominent design, diamond or solitaire is then 

located on the inside of the hand, palm-facing and is hidden from an outsider's 

view. Selectively, the ring may be rotated 180° about the wearer's finger so 

that the first segment 14 of the main ring is palm-facing or hidden and the 

second segment 18 is outwardly shown, displaying to the public the less 
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prominent solitaire 20 (see Fig. 7). 

The ability to display the less prominent design when the ring is rotated 

will allow the wearer to hide the more prominent design without alerting a 

potential robber about the existence or value of the hidden design. Availability 

of the smaller solitaire 20 on the second segment of the main ring provides an 

additional benefit to "expressive" talkers (who often show the inside or palm 

side of their hands while talking}, allowing them to display the less prominent 

design of their rings during a conversation with the more prominent design 

shown outwardly. 

The wearer of the jewelry ring with the security feature is also capable of 

being in direct contact with the gemstone itself when the prominent design 

segment is rotated so as to be inside the palm. This still allows the less 

prominent design segment to be outwardly displayed. The palm contact with 

the prominent design segment is important for people who believe in the healing 

powers of gems. When the wearer closes the hand, the inside of the fingers 

come in contact with the gem. In times of stress or sickness, the wearer can 

close the hand and get a udose of healing" by touching the stone. 

Psychologically, such contact brings a boost of security and well-being for those 

who believe_in "crystal healing." 

In the preferred embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the second segment of the 
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main ring presents the same, although scaled down, design as the design of the 

first segment. However, the first and second segments may present different 

appearances to the viewer, as shown in Figs. 4 and 6, for example. These 

segments of the main ring can differ in their sculpture, in the types, positions or 

styles of the gems placed thereon, in their engravings and so forth. Any 

conventionally known gem-cut can be used with the present invention, such as 

round, marquis, pear, emerald, princess, etc. To reduce value of the less 

prominent design, while preserving its aesthetic appeal, synthetic stones may be 

used to create such design instead of natural precious or semi-precious gems. 

The more prominent design, may be one or several precious or semi-

precious gems which are prong set, channel set or bezel set in the first segment 

of the ring. The traditional six-prong setting, conventionally known as ir[iffany 

setting," is preferred when the more prominent design is a diamond solitaire. 

Such design may also include several baguette-cut stones on both sides of the 

solitaire. The less prominent solitaire design is preferably channel or bezel set so 

as not to scratch any surface which may be touched by the wearer's palm when 

the ring is worn with the larger gem to the outside. 

Having described this invention with regard to specific embodiments, it is 

to be understood that the description is not meant as a limitation since further 

variations or modifications may be apparent or may suggest themselves to those 

skilled in the art. It is intended that the present application cover such variations 

and modifications as fall within the scope of the appended claims. 
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I claim as follows: 

1. A jewelry ring comprising: 

a first half-ring segment and a second half-ring segment; 

a first design located on said first half-ring segment; 

a second design located on said second half-ring segment and about 180° 

around said jewelry ring from said first design; 

wherein said second design is less important than said first design and 

said jewelry ring can be rotated on the finger to selectively outwardly display 

only one of either said first design or said second design. 

2. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said first half-ring segment 

subtends about 180° of said jewelry ring. 

3. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said second half-ring 

segment subtends about 180° of said jewelry ring. 

4. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said first design is visually 

different from said second design. 

5. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said second design is a 

downsized, yet visually related version of said first design. 
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6. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said first design is a diamond 

solitaire. 

7. A jewelry ring according to Claim 6, wherein said diamond solitaire is 

prong set. 

8. A jewelry ring according to Claim 6, wherein said diamond solitaire is 

bezel set. 

9. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said second design is a 

diamond solitaire. 

10. A jewelry ring according to Claim 9, wherein said diamond solitaire is 

bezel set. 

11 . A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said second design is bezel 

set. 

1 2. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1 , wherein said jewelry ring is sized for 

a finger to allow for rotational ease. 

13. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said second design is a 

synthetic gem. 
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14. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1 , wherein said first design is a precious 

gem. 

15. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said second design is a 

precious gem. 

16. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1, wherein said first design is a semi-

precious gem. 

17. A jewelry ring according to Claim 1 , wherein said second design is a semi-

precious gem. 


