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(57) Abstract: The present invention addresses the problem of providing a means for efficiently preparing a cell popu-
lation, which contains abundant cells having a definite characteristic corresponding to the purpose of use (for example,
type II collagen-positive nucleus pulposus cells), from a cell population containing Tie2-positive stem/progenitor cells
(for example, nucleus pulposus stem/progenitor cells). The culture method according to the present invention comprises
culturing a cell population containing Tie2-positive stem/progenitor cells while suppressing the formation of spherical
colonies under the following conditions: (1) in a state of being present in a tissue which is not subjected to a digestion
treatment; (2) in a medium which contains at least one Tie2 expression enhancer other than a growth factor; (3) in a culture
container which is provided with a culture surface having been treated so as to enhance cell adhesion; or (4) in a medium
which contains an extracellular matrix degrading agent.
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