2 0 JUL 2005 Desk and Desking System The present invention rel ates
gener.al |y to desks and desking systens for supporting conputers &nhdUbt M5
el'ectroni c devices. 5 Desks and desking systenms for supporting conputers
are well known. A typical conputer desk conprises a nmain desktop and,
often, various drawers and cupboards, possibly with one or nore of the
drawers and/or stands for use in carrying a conputer keyboard and/ or
view ng screen (VDU). They may even include a drawer, rack or stand for
the central processing unit chassis to 10 hide it away at the back or

besi de a desk | eg rather than pBeskinshDesking Systemmhe desktop or on the

fl oor adjacent or under the desk. Wiere a series of desks are used, for
exanple in an office of networked conputers each desk is generally

separ at eTHe @aehhiaveitivaslars deddidlyno \@esksand deskinpGlystonmi € seppirinteongputespp! i ed
to each desk individually from power and cable connection points on the

f1 oor arfldgtthegglectronic deyiCefany situati ons roons are set up with one or nore
rows _.of desks, each desk carrying one or nore respective conputers. These
set ups are conmmon in for exanpl e educational establishment classroons and
of fices. Déﬁsyncbdesldngsystekasﬁﬂ suppartiny ¢ompulters arlearmﬂdei;vdeAbtypﬁhldmnqmteﬁﬂMr W se

adj acent one. anot he Desk ste U|re pa cabling to
the compPREFISET HEadLss é‘%ﬁ \PE‘F‘P gEousdy; E‘iSéP fﬂ‘?évrpggs%‘é(\)’f 1&3 of giore
exanpl e Might alaR¥ROAN: siRESHOr uf¥ih @5&&1 a %&ﬁﬁﬁl&f key! bodrd atBE ViBPingRELYEEN the
processor and peripheral devices, %etmeen varlous perlpheral devi ces,

(iii) t(é/ﬂbléhdﬁt@ymymem mhslefadtrawem mlnelt stapsldesthe centril progyssing vadwhassigdes

net wor k c Iln 0 s to .each qgth to_ ot er
dovi Des 10y SORP B AhiiE= ARuORRULS b 3uRRine Mo The A3fohRsfh e
Conmonl yﬂcuﬁadj aseﬁs betider te désial Wihgrev defied SRTesksGadhed, foReangse tydnngfitdem
together with plastic cable ties, string, or plastlc "Cabl e Zi p" tubes.

Wher e t Histwenkpd sorapyers efqhedesk Wﬂﬁrﬁﬂmem@&fr% thpeathers and the ppwaidnd and power
outlets é1&%9631%§ Cati1fl %qgsdpg) Mﬁe aWﬁésk RYiGREeM J&?ﬁg@e‘gyp&ﬁrcabﬁ%%ﬁec% d% ors

that formridges on~top oor, or ar in trunking under the
floor. onthe ﬂoor and/or wall.

15
In many situations rooms are set up with one or more rows of desks, each desk carrying one or
more respective computers. These set ups are common in for example educational establishment
classrooms and offices. Many of these desks will often be placed side-by-side or otherwise
adjacent one another.

20

Existing Desk systems require (i) power cabling to the computer processors and various
computer peripheral devices, for example VDU, keyboard, mouse, printers, scanner, (ii) cabling
between the processor and peripheral devices, and between various peripheral devices, (iii)
telephone connections for Internet access, and (iv) in some cases network cabling connecting the
25  computers to each other and to other devices. Various attempts have been made to overcome this
problem. Commonly used systems for dealing with these cables include tying them together with
plastic cable ties, string, or plastic “Cable Zip” tubes. Where the cables cross the floor from
desk to desk or from cable and power outlets they are taped to the floor, placed under rubber
cable protectors that form ridges on top of the floor, or are placed in trunking under the floor.

30  Loose cabling and the currently used systems are unsightly and dangerous. The cabling is subject
1



30 Loose cabling and the currently used systens are unsightly ang
dangerous. The cabling is subject 1 2 0 JUL 2005 to danage thr JbHUEegNE
bent, things being dropped on it, people tripping over it or walking on it.
It is also allows easy access to vandals. Peopl e can becone caught up in

| oose cables and injure thensel ves or damage the equi pnent. Tapi ng cabl es
to the floor with or without the use of rubber protectors create a ridge
on whi ch people can trip and it can becone di spl aced over tinme 5 causing

damage. , Tt unki nS|v . t be carefu Jaid out with.the

el oy anto S4tierddph SRRl Eobbe Horndt GFL etie finihe et ofsblkingshe
connect §t0nt 9 Qisbhalldbws @ﬁ? Qe ® vaRdal) Pe6plash Bdeme BSight bp inl Tool caBles aiAt €S
|aneX|b|I|tg§|n an office because if the arrangenent of the desks is to
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desktop space t I'sS requlire uses, exanpl e paper based
ones. Wiedksiste becbapead ¢his riqaises the amdlek.t[aln pmtthtodw rhdm:ddwhichmqoexpanqmr son
wor ki ng at the desktop effectively has their line of sight cut-off in
front of them This is particularly a problemin educational environnents

whei e bepith st pradessortiid pefipReriiiekicePused ith@&istiMe ¥skidg BeligModbadeondrs ual
contact. 20 It is also a problemin office environments as it makes

conmuni Bader dhe desk.dyrisallyicathe floqiira srrpiﬂ@tﬂnénﬂlﬁ squmuentmwéy dmmdeplﬁberr son
. d
uses mﬁ&ﬂ%e?a"%%ygg ?cﬁg&%gﬁﬂgre It i€ Rsé egg%ljf soft® or { RF iﬁ%‘ nB ent to a? all é’(f’io ers. A

probl em w e’ processor Jernea ey "do

not occuelenval uabl e desk space is that it is amkmard to access the Fl oppy
disk, Zip disk or other drive ports to insert and renove storage nedi a and
software. It is also difficult to 25 connect/di sconnect additional cabl es,

f or, exanphgnd6as %ﬁﬁ&%ﬁo%égk bt tfs %::Jlésgte?ﬂlé fhaCtiky &RE u dﬁggpm er

desklng systens 'S t e Clutter t occurs on t ktop cause
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their line of sight cut-off in front of them. This is particularly a problem in educational
environments where both teacher and pupil can work more effectively if they have visual contact.

20 It is also a problem in office environments as it makes communication more difficult. This
problem is made worse where a person uses more than one computer on a desk, as for example
do market traders. A problem with placing the processors underneath the desk so that they do
not occupy valuable desk space is that it is awkward to access the Floppy disk, Zip disk or other
drive ports to insert and remove storage media and software. It is also difficult to

25  connect/disconnect additional cables, for example headphones/headsets.

Another difficulty with current computer desking systems is the clutter that occurs on the desktop
caused by computer peripherals, such as keyboard mouse and VDU. This clutter is detrimental to
the use of such desks for non-computing activities such as paperwork.

30



30 2 2 0 JUL 2005 Further, the cost of separate conputer and dﬁj 20
sol uti-ons inevitably produces di seconomes resulting fromthe e (erw'lt (915
products fromindustries that have traditionally renmai ned separate.
conput er desk usually starts fromthe prem se that there is a table to
which a 5 conputer and cabling is added. This is an uneconom c net hod of
providing a holistic solution to the use of electronic devices in offices
and desking. Existing conputer desking systens also suffer from

over-conpl exity when setting themup and during their use. Setting-up
typically requires, the planning of the desk | ayout and installation of 10
the trupliing, &RdoGOEERIHHOR MR SR dEﬂcesomtf%B irfeGitddly ;frB&uéeéHis ddgomtdien
cabling for power and networKi ng, the |n|t|a Installation o t he desk, the
i nstall aftsubmgcffomthe eophyunent omgdmﬁs fiord indvstrive Gtat bervettmdttlloaalbabmamgd and
flnaIIytestln t h the ¢ uter wll ofe t hen
require sepafaly t‘g gﬁrr(g%k u)‘l‘géatf“ét %P%%ﬁﬁ@gﬁe&ﬁ G° E&ﬁlﬁ?}ﬁé lﬁﬁgmantl ing

i n of degomputbPkRl dabBng BAAME FhisGHASSrhcB oMY rﬁéﬁ{od&ﬁf ¥dvidif®a R6listie Balufion b1 S
is tinme-consum ng, expensive and 15 disruptive. of this makes desk

| ayout s therse ek elspteoniedeyiges kn effigeroand depkingder n bu5| ness flexibility is

i nportant to adapt to new managenent techni ques and nmarket conditions.

Exi sting desks are not nade to connect together. Currently they are sinply
pl aced Ekitenpyompuler dusking systerhduisedudfce frﬂ’ﬁi\kﬁzeﬁb(ﬁﬂ;bleﬁfy wikeyseaing thénedp k@get her
using a cr ud‘%Fsystem such as, cable ties, which still allow sone mpvenent.

Exi st i n§UaRgeR §seetingsum MeiAlY requtesy sl amsing of vherssk laypw,and frstajigtion of
ar r ange gRAfuningPind CeARItio frs S8 Biohg of Bk HMH%@EWS haye been

made to overcore these probl here~are rrany ousan k designs
f or of f neteoriapsdhe indtel ﬁqstaﬂlalywmagf thodeslst theiirstalldgekofithe syrspuerssystemiandonput er s.

However these ff . fro di. sadvant a |nc d| n ). ~8S not ed
hbove.  EaBFRGT b bine R AR HTE dfan g pbist §Th e odinufEnil badhnge

ei ther agmirdartadihMegee 8dabhetistofhdttiol Eﬁﬁ‘iﬂdﬁkﬂ)n%ﬂtﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁfgﬂn bffek mataé e and
expensive. The cabling of conputers for a group of desks is conplicated,

time copdupyiARchasss@Ensioveerdamgourmairs dhs is Bmeweraming eupasiraged usual |y
r eqi’é ri agrlﬂ)thg.aAﬂlfdf ‘?lqs makes desk layouts inflexible to quick change. In modern business

flexibility is important to adapt to new management techniques and market conditions. Existing
desks are not made to connect together. Currently they are simply placed side by side and can
therefore move about or they are tied together using a crude system such as cable ties, which still
allow some movement. Existing desking systems are not designed to provide a flexible

20  arrangement of placement when connected together.

Many attempts have been made to overcome these problems. There are many thousands of desk

designs for offices specifically trying to optimize desking systems with computers. However,

these suffer from many disadvantages, including:

25
(i) as noted above, cabling is exposed, unsightly and dangerous. It is easily damaged,

either accidentally or deliberately. Trunking systems are inflexible and expensive.
The cabling of computers for a group of desks is complicated, time consuming,
expensive and cumbersome to install and change, usually requiring a qualified

30 technician.



30 technician. 3 2 0 JUL 2005 (ii) a table is designed either in the
conventional table formor as a table dedicated to use with a c@npuiir 2005
wi th various things protruding fromthe desktop. The former type is
cluttered and a ot of the working space is taken up with conputer

equi pnment that is wusually not located in the best position for efficient
and ergonom c working or has 5 various attachnents/stands that are at best
a conprom se attenpt at a solution and also reduce working surface. The

econd redyces the. flexi.biljty of the desk for e for ri di fferent
;ct i vities, ﬁ)a?\ Pﬁ%&? Féﬁ'ﬁlg"ﬂ@ﬁ?ﬁm‘éﬁ? C?weﬁtmagﬁab]g %?rf%seégbléﬁéﬁs%#ﬁe M.
(iii) physical as@eSsonipatdrh@ityary teth ro hdingfrsih (RS gRkidpT lTﬂé fﬁf@ep%éﬁ to

insert and remove 10 storage nedia and software is difficult. 1S al so
difficult to coshéercdand adetvéthe werliihigtspansds takebirewith ompeseyuipment that is

headph / head ' f | ph | | f. I
ceyboar de- ana- moteny gt i) B A88e bl REEfient i S Eshpmip o oS

properly pr ot eciagous@hchniedtsARGIAS tiakt GreH@bes? A eh@pRENi§atRAHatGL JofitioAAAG NOVe
around, thus providing a 1.5 substantially |l ess stable platformthan woul d

be the case if el§eyednes woddrgBrige. Thywrondtedmss thedlesibility obfheclesk far hee fomal |
off the desk i nv%@m&xﬂ%miviﬁgsr hgﬁg%%rtag?reqﬂﬁ%lﬁéﬁ?ﬂ} scﬁ?&ﬂ aﬂ&%ﬁ%% cabl es.

(vi) the anount equi pnent on t I nterferes w comuni cation with
others in the emdronn®@tsThe present invention ains to provide an inproved

desk and deski ng, system t hat dresses the current difficulties by
efficientl §ef 3@@%6@%‘1@?5 ta#&aﬂew %&m isk gt ptheyi driye BREK OB eH AR SFRVEGL er

syst;@ms and ot heioraak Meif0MdGo R UGS 8ithABE UINR alsb i fRBLINRY dofflect/dlsb@ineans- The
desks can be connected together and at the sanme tine the conputers are

net wor ked. 25 Aedditienahgables, bnexampledicadphondsthepdsessent i nvention there is
provided a (ig?s k st%yaigg %P l)eeriﬂch%fal 88‘,[}93%? f’oir gyr(]ample a keyboards and mouse is at best a
compromise and any cabling is not properly protected.
(v)  the desks are not anchored to each other and move around, thus providing a
15 substantially less stable platform than would be the case if they were anchored
together. As a result objects will fall off the desk in between them. Further, the
movement can damage cables.

(vi)  the amount of equipment on the desk interferes with communication with others in

the room.
20
The present invention aims to provide an improved desk and desking system that addresses the
current difficulties by efficiently, effectively, and economically, bringing desking and computer
systems and other electronic devices together in networked situations. The desks can be
connected together and at the same time the computers are networked.
25

According to one aspect of the present invention there is provided a desk suitable for connection
to another desk as part of a network of desks, each desk comprising:

a desktop comprising sides, a bottom-face, and a work surface on the top side of the desktop;
desktop support means; a chassis comprising one or more cassettes containing one or more

30 electronics systems; a power distribution system and an electronics connections system, both
4



to another desk as part of a network of desks, each desk conpr|5|n% . a
desktop conprising sides, a bottomface, and a work surface on 218 przgﬁde
of the desktop; desktop support means; a chassis conprising one or nore
cassettes containing one or nore 30 el ectroni cs systens; a power
distribution systemand an el ectronics connections system both 4 2 0 JUL
22005 4 nounted beneath the desktop and within the chassis and extendi ng
fromone side of the desktop to another, connectable to at |east one
ca#esett eloanf@d boreathcthe desktaprndivithimthe gbipssisend extendisg Gomene side of therdeskddoples. 5

Accor di a furt ot of the. present ntio ere rOV|ded a
ook ng Syrefhshcotiple. B b RRls G edsiieand £ o Pieala B3 aints RE&ieRd Ry Be OF
connect afdré agt her. The system enabl es a desk according to the invention

to be connected to a simlar desk according to the present invention that
may be the sane or of a different plan shape to the first desk. The system

may als I ' | NQ:- . of the

it § sl tRs 8 fufhcP bSOl reeehnbGfh Heis o AR NRIARBRGm O} | |

deskt op camplésing twahoratiora of thesiboverdeskssthattmayhee abeadcteitopethdraThe hatcnaambicse or
orts in_ the cassette are accessjble to t er son

one or at

Pr ef er ag%??‘taﬁ‘émé%é‘éfhﬁé“‘fﬁl% topléﬁﬁona?ct%ﬁe acgidaridgsk acwrg‘%rtgmvrmt cassette
i s | ocatRenithighdy BEHE Sarkd 6t df%%iﬁffé}éht Tzﬂleshﬁﬁest'é%é ﬁrsﬁ@ééPeIHees%Eﬁ%a\yalé
mounted to the desktop. In one ornlthe cassette may be rel easably "nount ed
to the dempiss Uridgeany. suitabl e neans, for exanple slidably nounted. In one
enbodi nent, the underside of the deskt op may be recessed to accommodat e
paril or all of the cassette and conponents contained therein. Preferably

t he wor lAceditling @6 athee RsksecOMftthe tdventtdmt Rhastaine IfRe 9F a omséttedt 1dchrRd adjaseait te and
conponents contained therein so that the inside of the cassette cannot be

accessetherdegkionside e Whigh 2 persersworks gt the deskrsuph that the casspitsyqriope of morsPEldR et t e
i s not Yﬁe%h&%g‘ e be QR 91%% hﬂ &S‘o%ktP?aer F@eﬂle CRSIE s Patt P Bhethassis,

self-contained unit t enc ses the e troni cs conponents or at | east
one f ac@referahly lde cagsette isdoedtd:cbmtmﬂﬁ yndee Gesieshtbye nThe cassette eriy be derhovablyt he

desk. In one.e nt the .cassette contains, copputer on
comhtini BRPRSH W@S%ﬁ h 12 ogf forpy the passsttedn itterfﬁlﬁf‘% y I’é%]@ut";ﬁlﬁgﬁ‘% &PIFFOBH& her
embodi NBRY sfithBle HRARE FrSxaRPR stlid Rty MolReK! Bl lefbo@ithen® tH¥irflersRieleRBeOP.

desktop may be recessed to accommodate part or all of the cassette and components contained

therein. Preferably the work surface extends over the top of at least most of the cassette and
components contained therein so that the inside of the cassette cannot be accessed from above the
20  desk and preferably the majority of the cassette is not visible from above the desktop. The
cassette may be a self-contained unit that encloses the electronics components or at least one face
may be open to allow easy access when it is removed from the desk. In one embodiment the
cassette contains computer components, communications components and/or other electronics
equipment. In another embodiment the cassette comprises a docking station to which a Laptop,
25 Notebook or other portable computer or electronics device may be temporarily connected. In
certain situations, for example hot-desking or transfer from office to home use, it may be
preferred to provide cassettes that can be removed by the users for transport and insertion into
another desk or reinsertion into the same desk at a later time. Suitable electronics components
that may be included in the cassette comprise a central processing unit, modem, a disc drive unit,

30 afloppy disc drive, a Zip drive and a CD disk drive. It may comprise other computer
5



25 Not ebook or other portable conputer or electronics device may be
tenporarily connected. In certain situations, for exanple hot-dd&kﬂhgzmﬁ
transfer fromoffice to hone use, it nmay be preferred to provide cassettes
that can be renoved by the users for transport and insertion into another
desk or reinsertion into the same desk at a later tine. Suitable

el ectronics conponents that may be included in the cassette conprise a
central processing unit, nodem a disc drive unit, 30 a floppy disc drive,
a Zip drive and a_CD disk drive. ]t nmay conprise other_ conmputer 5 2 0 JUL
2005 cERFIRATSAtSsSubisghplcoprssto srage Hmitations yetun the epssalts. GYithowt the ipresence of
cassett (4 nos : gLl ' : t
conveni gnr?g[ ‘?%é pr ovi %g gas? itgescg)ggﬁ&{ﬂg ?’P‘ﬁ’lt siﬁfrfle %Hsﬁltsa tg/d;‘iqlg%]?%tgﬁle&%eﬁ%thepr i mary
pr oc es spmgagrtocessingarst medig storage tacaniigiou oh acenteal sandrrvelliclsis mesvorkddito khei s

networked to t cassettes. The .casset may . be de .of .any suitahle
ot or | atasseiEs LRa RO S 05 AR SHEPle AL POTOTHL s Bhdtiudflacsi <
ey e ¥ syl e chassis and nay be integral with or attach to the

support neans. The chassis conprises the cassette/s. In one formthe
chassis conprises a frane. The chassis also preferably conprises cable

condui ts, t r ough Lch cables,pass _and l.ch protect cab . .10 The cable
condui ¢ TSt RalBeER FRAbE R Bnd May bl AUER L ERRloTRe B PBaR e
t he desKtheRhassiErcofrpFisdsltlie eHasetefs. DObhe Rimithechaah @ngRiRed fam€. Eiid chasiis ai 1
channel that assists in ventilating and cooling at |east sone of the

el ect r oRlFe PE&HRRIY EomBriseprattle pensuis tweushariich eabled ppesandl Mebicheprafestiorblgs t hat
helps 1 ?h&@afl?)lle %ndhﬁ%?&y Qé"ﬁxbg@ﬁ'gfst (%r%’the]'-lgﬁta%m? ns ahPard !1&%&%881. tfie {?ééll’(‘o%/)'

accommodat 1 ng tec ogl es ot han personal conputing, particu

wher e s Préfetablytomeloo Gothof theamblea@ohduitsicseatsednir dbannel Thae assiséssin iventitatingradnade

of any suitable material or conbination of terials Preferably i

net e ooE a1 FeBpRg obthe SlechapE so DRt SreTHE dif bl AR RInTHE Aoy

sui t abl gaEhPOGcolBA MastdHd caR¥d eTIROMaiOB Also bipaBle AAcdIMBEafthg Part of the
chassis. The support neans preferably conprises one or nore |egs. The |egs

maybe, teplnalegiespethér thin persopel-apmpating,aricubaely eheresuchl techthediésanerd tmbet he

chassi s, .The l.egs .attach b sui tabl e ans or..ex l.e.they may
i el TG b E R R e R R R e
means nPiferablp itiincudslendddl tilih€ ol 3Bt Sectiohs. xed to one or nore walls or
other features of a building in which the desk is to be used. A

wal | - mount ed desk may be fol dabl e
The support means may be any suitable support means and may be additional to or an integral

part of the chassis. The support means preferably comprises one or more legs. The legs may be,
20 integral with, permanently attached, or detachable from the chassis. The legs may attach by any
suitable means, for example they may screw into sockets located within the chassis. Alternately,
the support means may comprise one or more brackets affixed to one or more walls or other
features of a building in which the desk is to be used. A wall-mounted desk may be foldable
against the wall to enable use of the floor space. When two or more desks or a desk and bridging
25 unit are connected, then only one of them may require at least one leg at opposing sides, the
remaining linked desks/bridging units may have at least one leg on one side only, with the side
without legs being supported on the side of the desk/bridging unit against which it abuts. The
support means may be made of any suitable material or combination of materials. Preferably the
legs are made of metal tube. The support means may include transport means that enable the

30 desk to be moved from place to place. Preferably the desk connections and transport means
6



against the wall to enable use of the floor space. Wen two or %ﬁbeiﬂgihES
or a desk and bridging 25 unit are connected, then only one of t m
require at | east one | eg at opposing sides, the renmaining |Iinked
desks/bridging units may have at | east one |l eg on one side only, with the
side wthout |egs being supported on the side of the desk/bridging unit
agai nst which it abuts. The support neans may be made of any suitable
material or conbination of materials. Preferably the |egs are nade of
netal tube. The support peans nagdinclude transport neans that enable the

30 deskPeibde deskdq beeasilyjslisconactsd dioge @ deshy wansperdtopmewdecakior arthect i ons

and trapspREdd Eadther ek 0 JUL 2005 pernmit the desk to be easily
di sconnect ed ?rom a (]‘jes , transported to a new | ocation and connected to

anot her desk. The desktop work surface, and/or one or nore sides of the

deskt op.and/ or chassi referably 5 include one or nore recesse r

recei vi H’ge ge b (f}l%?ﬂ § ¥ ong QHIGFe e\?ﬁ%ﬂ&' e%PP ﬂ‘bc{ﬁ?ftc.hass ngfg‘@gg’t op work
sur f Aceif¥RMeBhE Br idFd BB QTEr REciPRE § kBRIJARI, b dRSE, Fhllofs YERPoll PDULRME: Under
the desktop. Preferably one or nore holes in the desktop are provided to

perm t Abedesktapoverksnedadeimay algsoincludoéne drenera dsles toepennis ateeds Writtesnedertthe f or

el e dEPy PrEeE S sl e hEe TR IR oot ot e BincBu o B ROPREED”

keyboar gortsofitheiefsett 1dEdtdidedeath] 0L Exapeilé BB BiheHRY p6wer t8lefhdiand6ih8H
pl aced in or_taken out of the recess/es. One or_ nore of the cover neans

may al sBo%e Presiprdenmayinalide apger gorarover mersdsed Py thagseess/es whensther t he
B L e e

connect thegecessiess Oae bntnerd afthe arver vlesls nhay alsrtetphevidetefok theronb ot g agedss . The

connect j ans preferably holds the desk//brjdge unit securely together
when cohiB TGt SaEl tor Ve BEis 1Y Glo Cauprieh lodles Hijemsig PRNEM A0Rss o o

requi r eghduehdeRedPM8shnel’r ef erably the connecting neans conprises at | east
one connecting recess |ocated in one desktop/bridge-top and/or chassis and

one or nore retaining teeth of 20 conpl enentary shape to the hol ding recess
intheﬁ [bridge-top

| 0 BRIGREShA R 0 oS RS s Seabl 5 SRR 0 2
i nter| oghdtig desk 6t bige @6#'S ThasshntQRighneaké fietdraly Kol teldedldbhidpgudioot h of
one des Ee/cgél)g %getlﬁgﬂl \}Vhen connected to each other but allow easy disassembling when they are
required to be moved. Preferably the connecting means comprises at least one connecting recess
located in one desktop/bridge-top and/or chassis and one or more retaining teeth of
20  complementary shape to the holding recess in the opposing location of the adjacent side of the
desktop/bridge-top and/or chassis. Preferably the connecting means comprises a jigsaw like
interlocking holding recess and tooth. Preferably the retaining tooth of one desk/bridge unit
when placed in the retaining recess of the abutting desk/bridge unit may rest on the latter
desk/bridge unit thus removing the need for separate support means on at least one side of at least
25  one desk/bridge unit. Preferably the retaining tooth rests on a part of the chassis exposed by the
holding recess. Fixing means may also be used in conjunction with the recess and teeth. It will
be appreciated that various other shapes of connecting means may be used. Any suitable
connecting means may be used for example bolts or screws connecting desktops and/or chassis of

desks or bridge units adjacent each other. Preferably there are also provided end caps which on

30  one side are complementary in shape to the retaining teeth or locking recess and can be used on a
7



when placed in the retaining recess of the abutting desk/bridge unit may
rest on the latter desk/bridge unit thus renoving the need for SePa At 8005
support neans on at | east one side of at |east 25 one desk/bridge unit.
Preferably the retaining tooth rests on a part of the chassis exposed by
the holding recess. Fixing neans may al so be used in conjunction with the
recess and teeth. It will be appreciated that various other shapes of
connecting means may be used. Any suitable connecting nmeans may be used
for exanple bolts or screws connecting desktops and/or chassis of desks or
bri dge {fs¢ end efthe desk: ieanend hap isrnot ppraketed by gnothee desk o1 bridgesunitptoaypyidela end
caps whi p.de are conplenentary in shape to the retaining teeth
or Iock%ﬁ%gggggggqgﬁgé%an be used ona 7 2 0 JUL 2005 free end of the
desk, ie an end that is not connected to another desk or bridge unit, to

provide a straight end for fhe desk. A conputer, Internet communicator and
si mi | ar ARNPRRIERS: cemmygicaios pad similpredavices, F@gp@e@@h%wivmlgeﬁ%ﬁ exanpl e a
CPU,. a di LV i 3 tg; t (not

S howrﬁ) , Qgﬁ@%ﬁ%bf‘ﬁr lé'%'ég%%lgau%rﬁlfég dé%e(ﬁgrtean a‘rf&?iglﬁt%lﬁ%asa I? amfé;ﬂ%@rggﬁbggdon

t he deskitadsheen), arsipVDEU Thateamnitbate standard units thet way be [HFatedon tieldesktdy amt

screen t%ﬁf is preferably located on VDU nount io neans that preferably

t akes up rﬁ?n&l desk space and minimally restricts the users view behind

t he desk. Preferably the VDU nount neans conprises a single armrotatably
connected to the desk. The arm nmaybe flexible or stiff and is preferably
hol | ow Whe NDdhywhereit ag ofnkF %@Wlaercféb pasecn typs; ispreferably lpestest @uvmfmmmtt he arm

to ot I J I SES..a. I t he
voult o st A Brefelebl Rl ob il e AL QR 8oy Ble s e

Pr ef er atieydetlh ePrétdchbl the ONDIE aiicelt inearisiv@mpeiset asigidelaraf rotdigblVEddnesredfo the t h a
uni vers swivel jojnt that permts _pqsitioning of the VDU by the user.

| _or J Qi
Pr of or aBfyF (18 amwﬁrﬂ%}bée g 1oprefarghdy bellow vBharytisnal and R cabies ¢ he
back, "t RsndypU Bestea gvlit?ﬁrtﬁ@&ﬁn{orﬁ&‘e&}}ﬁerﬂ.eﬁﬁ?gol?g{}t URMARG cordtieR! | at €

novement of the VDU b he user. "Various no e VDU nount neans are
sui t abl bollgy wibegnd &reyWIRY islmgnated adjacent axérsl dfithe/tubarenivde fromahedaskiob. t he

"o onProbpattkaA AU f Sitera s IEReRae B oDk VR hofingyaRs S el oF R hr <
may be pasithitgRaditOpbsitRiBSHEOVDUNRhE 1R Prefdriily HRIKDORnG R isGunted on

the desk towards the center at the back, thus providing clearance from the desktop and allowing

appropriate movement of the VDU by the user. Various models for the VDU mount means are
suitable, giving varying degrees of flexibility in the movement of the monitor. A suitably robust

20 transparent protective screen can be mounted in front of the VDU if desired. Where the VDU is
of a CRT type, then this may be positioned on the desktop. Preferably, the desktop for CRT
VDU usage should be some 200 mm deeper than where a TFT VDU is used. This preferably
gives desktop depths of approximately 800 mm and 600 mm respectively.

25  As an alternative to the VDU bracket referred to above, the VDU can be stowably mounted. For
example, it may be mounted on a gas strut combined with a guide, such that when pressure is
applied to the top of the VDU, the unit sinks down on the gas strut to below the desktop, where it
may be locked into position. Alternatively, or in conjunction with a gas strut, the VDU may
move along a guide rail, for example into a vertical position at the back of the chassis or

30  horizontal position within the chassis. In order to accommodate this action, a hatch in the desktop
8



VDU usage should be sonme 200 mm deeper than where a TFT VDU is used. This
preferably gives desktop depths of approximately 800 mm and 600 ?g% UL 2005
respectively. 25 As an alternative to the VDU bracket referred to JJ@,
the VDU can be stowably nmounted. For exanple, it may be nounted on a gas
strut conbined with a guide, such that when pressure is applied to the top
of the VDU, the unit sinks down on the gas strut to bel ow t he deskt op,
where it may be |ocked into position. Alternatively, or in conjunction
with a gas strut, the VDU may nove along a guide rail, for exanple into a
vert i camayepen anskrlege, for exaaplR by pprleg Preasss b e hatoh when it dnind clgsed pesitim,

Wi thin j te .1 hj Lo j . the

Goskt op "GP Shssy etiifiElealdd RALRITRAR it hebciBlohhenl nd bR of

pr essur éullyopehe fraiton, thioe allowing shel VIDH te be steded away amithe hattietocheptozsed
ressure_catc eases the hatch and a.spri nmechani sm openg the hatch to

Pts ful ﬁ‘@eaaléﬁh‘éﬁ’%ﬁi fodk rey ,ﬁnep Bwewgigft paly af@%%ﬁlﬁpaﬁﬁws%gfngnd t he

hat ch t quiie it POEdo ris¥ i art Bﬁ‘eré@ﬁafﬁ%ﬁﬁnfaﬁcll BR HaR¥86 LR aéa'i}fr‘n reversing the

above action wll open the hatch and s allowthe VDUto rise into an

operational position and the hatch to close again. The power distribution
system preferabl.y .conprises spli ower. cabl.ing. The. callin referahbly
o ovt e ngp Sy it G P SR Rt Rl Pl e kPSR b SRR EITERY and
al so t Optdiies aS6MiccROSbetwEBLoRONERS of TRYddiRtop ah®@iotldr bRIg @nd MIS6 & thé babette/s.
provi des power to the electronic units directly; the 10 | ow volta?e may be

provi dedh®povier may browlemerpltage sistent that pravidesspavest i g elestrenie uritfdliggetly the
' j: LK . ' desks.
A T8 ol ey Yo Sk b Ay BB ek RENEDE Eonpled BnBlnd B, 7350
V) i n wkqubnead powar distsibetidresyseyns it @ sgajuesce of tpovemoredesks. Adyersativelghthe power
bl b d, fi I ' t andar. ly in th
Uk, 240P ORI e S0 e e, SR AY f 240 bR R BRPe SHTRELS | | nked
usi Ng 0R&mBiseMPoved LARAARY shibblNRE c&lﬁ@ln%%bé Ldvaet: bRARSIDGhen ddif; £abl es are

| ocated beneat’h the desktop. Preferably the cabl es term nate adj acent a
si de of stahdardpewer supplitin the (WO i adipcens dpsks whd thie cessatté and/drecassaltd may bo be

h bl f d i nbodi h |
conhot Foshemeork atpRre SenAREHT ot et fu FoecBie hEBHneliod™ 2 o o

group obereathl e d . PreforabB/ the PAbIG tatniRCadjaddft Héidé bexheasdk invshla femal e
plug at the other 20 side of the desk. The connection neans enabl e easy

connect Fefcefing means aBlidsengpledhg eablss g beieaimected to the cables of another desk. In one

embodiment the cable connection means comprises one or more plugs. In one embodiment a
cable or group of cables ends at a male plug at one side of the desk and a female plug at the other
20  side of the desk. The connection means enable easy connection of the cables of adjoining desks,

thus creating a continuous power circuit supplying adjoining desks.

In another embodiment, the power distribution source comprises a cable extending from one side
of the desktop to a power connector unit connected to the chassis. The cable is preferably
25  sufficiently long that it can be inserted through a hole in the chassis side of an adjacent desk and

connected to a connector unit of the adjacent desk.

The cabling is located in the desk in protective conduits connected to the desk. Preferably the
conduits and/or trays are part of the chassis. In one embodiment the chassis comprises a

30  segregated metal cable channel running between adjacent one side of the desk the cassette/s and
9



thus creating a continuous power circuit supplying adjoining desgf

anot her enbodi nent, the power distribution source conprises a ca 8 JUL 2003
extending fromone side of the desktop to a power connector unit connected
to the chassis. The cable is preferably 25 sufficiently long that it can be
inserted through a hole in the chassis side of an adjacent desk and
connected to a connector unit of the adjacent desk. The cabling is | ocated
in the desk in protective conduits connected to the desk. Preferably the
condU|ts d/ o rays are part.of the c aSSI ., I'n_one enbodi nent the

chassi sghipsIeat i dsgl dBigreampling poneins IR tharahige md RIAIFEHRE BERvESh

adj acen{mﬁ%&b@gccggsaha%aﬁg t he cassette/s and 9 2 0 JUL 2005 anot her
side of the desk, thus enabling easy installation of the cables and
protecting then1fron1unauthor|zed access and damage. Preferably the cable/s

is spli abl e poi nt. long its le [

soct | onPrelirgl foedaaRE sttt 81t & Gk MifioR S0 B E BB od Brr R Al |
conngect fiat 4150 hdvar ddaRct@fondtsRAVWES corfe@iftb ¥ poWet inPit cohifecton 96 Bid RCR of d pewedise of
a splitter cable/s preferably allows one or nore cassette wunits to be

t aken oSHPPHFunitef tb@vaéﬁeﬁéf sy die tsqwh nwplitterotahlers nuferably alows gnp enipre cassgibter
| f
o b ovier o RS ohIAEP RS Ao SolifGLSHRE Shily BEnZHRREL] ™3"5 02 P2l oty

unit may be | ocated mﬁthin the cassette or so that the cassette can be

connected to it. The suppl unlt/ rOV|de sui table DC. power
suppl i eS ROJET YRplY% pebe igPHaBRLAdIS rswr@uﬁ%naaf@ar&@?ﬁ/@qweém

val ftﬁs &RRibulsn H3keh 8NHe AP AIRfativdly \a povd'é\!upp'l?mﬁt May Be Mcated FitBinthe - © V.

and i V. The ‘power supply wunit/s are preferably I ns powered and
sup pl i ecassdtis orlse thabthercassaltd e beToangstaddo itdThe pqﬂmtsulmhy WHt/s provisinsaitabbe

0" connoatot g Sl RRAE cobuled PamPyrehsrind R0 Bty SR eie SRR LT GR 558n 1

al SO prl@e/uséean@em?mteou 1t\he+3DL2.3 Vv, 8 VCRE.3(eashgded Cay V. uliR)pokiet upply used,
then a standard vo tage power supply S Ilkely to be used and this is

s uppl i eanitls arggrefppablyimaing pewesed %1 %Bplﬂth‘é? thegawer ¢phiesp T b pereer distribidiont i onal
B o e i o e A TR

connect to the VDU/s. Preferably for some VDU/ s the power supply unit also provides power to

the VDU. If a CRT (cathode ray tube) unit is used, then a standard voltage power supply is likely
to be used and this is supplied either by an alternative splitter lead that provides an additional
link or from an additional power connection.

20
Where a low voltage power supply is used (i.e. any power supply of 100 V or less), preferably a
transformer unit supplies power to the system. Preferably this transformer unit may be positioned
on the wall (or any other convenient place) between a mains power socket and the first desk. This
power supply unit should be a Transformer of a suitable rating to allow transforming the

25  incoming low voltage power to the appropriate voltages for the electronics and display
components. Preferably, instead of the IEC splitter cable, at least three alternative cables/bus bars
(live, neutral, and earth) may be used, with an appropriate specification for the voltage used.
Each cable or bus bar meets at a connector to the cassette to facilitate a connection to the power
supply unit for the cassette.

30
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transfornmer unit supplies power to the system Preferably this tra Sﬁﬁi
unit may be positioned on the wall (or any other conveni ent pIa@eﬁ a@@%
a mai ns power socket and the first desk. This power supply unit should be
a Transformer of a suitable rating to allow transformng the 25 incom ng

| ow vol tage power to the appropriate voltages for the electronics and

di splay conponents. Preferably, instead of the IEC splitter cable, at

| east three alternative cabl es/bus bars (live, neutral, and earth) nay be"

used, with an appropriate specification for the vol t&ge used. Each cable
or bus Buthopresses vhergithe slastrenips are setwoskegdtbere may be indludeil netverlecablisgnnect i on

10 e BAUE e HARION AN & bR GARARIS e, 1) ke AP vl oS

cases where ronics are ihclu net wor k
cabl i ngaccEsseto@naaymatesiatdbasdsaidicdad vided systems,fadmd@hdrknswa ggstans, f or
exanple Internet, Intranet, . access to one or nore databases, audio and

vi deo s{rebingconpegting the cleqiropicg sysfem agdanyseparets SPMAYNICARATLIYeHgNE Romprise

electro : . Mol ' Lse 5
4 %ﬁ%aﬁlﬁ%&%&éﬂﬁ]ﬁgﬁmﬁ%ﬁb@ﬁ&tﬁﬁm of 3 bBBwiseTL QAR HE Qé]ﬂgirh e

split cabling or I nk certaln conponents I n series or as ot
r equi r egrovidee acaivicchon framadjaders oac sidanftheidesktdpr tormdmdgraenothersive fitte of t he

desktop .t 0, adj acent anot her si.de of the .desktop and also to one or nore of
e o SEaRcnd 80 e 887 b1 ors oL % siie i BRHLY Bl PN mOraRETEE Vner o

possi bl gevitdde Windé pergibles tHeQaBligsis WdattidRyitHe 1He 184, I¥RESf iPfeing 0B/ | ocat ed
in protective conduits and/or trays connected to the desk. Preferably the

condui t Brodgsdiye pondully andigrdrayg cermested fo the deskh Sseferably thecandmittanidittiaghare and/ or
confy ct gﬁ‘?ﬁf &X%ﬁa%&‘s e Lhid&tiH Gn&br &ﬁﬁ@ tioﬁ?@s&%dﬂgfé&ﬁp&%’oné 8{ ﬁlgxreed’
wi rel esS or other systens tor enabling e et ronrcs Hew cesPor \Unrt Sl one
part of cithes ahdok U isfymed; Wwitebess onwvthien systems artehatding @lacomicsdaltoes 6L@i3lin uni t s
attached to the aaﬁe desk or located in_another part of the deski ngjﬁ

‘LG ch

syst em OReRTo?ihe TR peBranicag et clgsiraries deyliges onaniLtiachedio
si de of (dheaddpokidehad id aﬁloﬁlfér B&rt 6PMB etk st)ﬁtceeﬁln Nehebrk3Re %ox‘%@}ﬁgﬁﬁﬁls%aﬂl&

connecting nmeans. | n another enbodi nent, el ectroni cs an r

communi preférably end adjadebirachside of thealesicibatas kslscoanecidl te apathemdiskyithicabte one
side of the desktop to an elect.ronjgs/conmunications connector. unit
contieot S ETac D, iy Dher roBRdntll i RBPHP Rl e irPRRERe ot Biten: na
it can bgtdns&hprads h batde @helinoOfr6midhe kide o RYBHGoSloda of an adj acent desk
and electronics/communications connector unit connected to the chassis. The cable is preferably
sufficiently long that it can be inserted through a hole in the chassis side of an adjacent desk and
connected to a connector unit of the adjacent desk. In one embodiment the chassis comprises a
20  segregated metal cable channel running between adjacent one side of the desk the cassette/s and
another side of the desk, and also between those cables, the chassis and the various electronics
components and peripheral devices, thus enabling easy installation of the cables and protecting
them from unauthorized access and damage. In one embodiment the network and
communications cable connection means comprises one or more plugs. In one embodiment a
25  network and communications cable or group of cables ends at a male plug at one side of the desk
and a female plug at the other side of the desk. The connection means preferably enable easy
connection of the cables of adjoining desks, thus creating a continuous link between adjoining
desks. Many of the electronics cables are preferable conveniently accommodated within the

chassis. Where UV, infrared, wireless and like links are used there may be included repeater,

30 transponder or other means to facilitate linking of the devices. Infra-red or wireless coupling can
11



connected to a connector unit of the adjacent desk. In one enbodi nent the
chassis conprises a 20 segregated netal cable channel running betwBefUl 2005
adj acent one side of the desk the cassette/s and another side of the desk,
and al so between those cables, the chassis and the various el ectronics
conponents and peri pheral devices, thus enabling easy installation of the
cabl es and protecting themfrom unauthorized access and damage. |In one _
enbodi ment the network and conmuni cati ons cabl e connecti on nmeans conpri ses

I I i 5 K d L i bl
one o P et e im0 R R S PR R, ©

fenmal e phangeldfortgdevephitbietwbit@ablks 48 @eglRdladditidhal ¢a518 Ekdnhels caER IS cREEIE abl y
enabl e easy connection of the cables of_ adjoining desks, thus creating a

cont i nugdiacent the chassizedithenfixed taitharhaspsudixeding wal of similar kuldingGospoped es
are preferable conveniently accomodated within the chassis. Were UV,
infrared, wireless and like links are used there may be included repeater,
30 tg anTholhdetionosf thd tebies medknsit possitde id driaapea bériek bNdeskd intsheh sleay dmsthere
Infra-red or wreless _cou I%@g_can 11 20 JE% 2005 he included in the
conput el continyqusrowe 1 cAps\BURb LEIRG!siake Ripisedbouarifed sttheepenings atihe cabl e
channel §4£081 (ROUGK vAAeL (A8 LM s exf Rl GBerfdt Bf Qﬁy?é,v&aﬁg irPfE d ko ﬂ?ﬁrofé@ﬂh@ capannel s
can be located Iin or adjacent the chassis, either fixed to the chassis or
fixed t @refexahlyl some gominetsrardsmich tiahwhewtvwodesks are pbsifitred [sile diyisivie agdinstisach

cabl es kes it .possib to arrange a serjes af. desks in such t hat
Cher o i S8 s ferRE ST pamPrs HearCiath pEt R remiserraioaite prefediites

pr oy d eﬂleﬁ'brds@ﬂle(g@? BetR@en fe dedk8. It iiNlB8 arediited BoSverigh Epiragd/eaith@pover t

and at ends of cableways in the desks to protect the cables. Preferably
sone gr AbHpEANgeBCRE at¢ nopwble WHBE VRS dpeNBEHorcablintty gotes. &1 eotsy si de

agai nst | gﬂﬁI i her and
therefo?E&%?gF@%%B%ﬁ%&%éﬁ egq%ﬁg%g 1 %ﬁggg%%ﬁggﬂ?ﬂghgg%mgg mé%% t he desks.
[t wi || pdeiticegseleibgisizd apainst eeach othdraind spmtected ddgether iwugplpgsennect dglether.

arrange ts .ar ossi bl e using various openings for cable.entry routes. In
anot her PreGHH ARl P%V_mepegé’s ?r@fl%&%@@wﬁmﬁ%eﬁ%'s}w e drkines;
whepy t Wesl851s30@kdl inRAS bf MBRACsIFdRe BYmdtedfsiaddiB % preRelit.ot her and
connect €d toget her two plugs connect together. Preferably cabling from

power points and el ectronic and communi cati ons cabling for the desking 15
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bri dge ¢dtinkctithator tYe HFthel 8€dts tdgether. The bridge unit comprises a bridge-top comprising a

top-face, bottom-face, and sides; a chassis; and a power distribution system mounted beneath the

20 top and within the chassis from one side of the bridge-top to another, connectable to adjacent
desks an/or bridges at one or more sides. The bridge unit may or be mounted on its own support
means. The bridge unit may include a power connector box and/or an electronics connector box.

One or more of the desks to which it is connected may support the Bridge unit in place. The

bridge unit may comprise a cassette comprising one or more electronics systems releasably

25  connected underneath the bridge-top face, but in many cases no cassette will be included. The
bridge units may be linear in shape similar to a desk but without a cassette, or angle units
enabling desk to be connected in the system in different configurations. The bridge units are in
effect dummy units that can be included in the system to allow the spacing of the desk units to be
increased and/or the line of desk units to include turns. Means (not shown) may be provided for

30  screwing or bolting the units together in addition to the interlocking by teeth and recesses. The
12



connect two or nore of the desks together. The bridge unit conprises

bri dge-top conprising a top-face, bottomface, and sides; a chastdeUhnHma
power distribution system nounted beneath the 20 top and within the chassis
fromone side of the bridge-top to another, connectable to adjacent desks
an/or bridges at one or nore sides. The bridge unit may or be nounted on
its own support neans. The bridge unit may include a power connector box
and/ or an el ectraonics connector box. = One or nore of the desks to which it
is connected may support the Bridge unit in place. The bridge unit may

conpr i seéesks wald §@m3é1Yé>é agstangilag (RopwBbly of diffesens We@hﬁ*) @nd g beidge wmis Wil easabl y
25 conn e ase sette
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in the systemin d|fferent configurations. The brldge units are in effect
dummy umafeélaf]h%f exapple Befahoy onda %r Jansinfibgsbedrd fdDEhe spaci ng of the
desk; units to be increased and/or the Ilne of desk units to include turns.
Means (not shown) may be provided for 30 screwing or bolting the units
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area than in e conponent argely encased in a
| ockabl e cassette. Preferably the cassette |tself i's non-standard, making
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c o nput egleseaBLERRhferWohdpbhertd) Thé ReskSyStem brovid ¢ H@ﬁiﬁoﬂﬁﬂw @9sovideddsk] e
usage, either as conputer desk or as an ordinar esktop generally
computer, VDU, and cabling more cost effectively, because the production processes involved in
the manufacture of the desk components may also provide the infrastructure for the other
components, such as a case for the computer components, a cable-way for the power, direct
20 connections for both power and networking cables, and a combined power supply unit for both

computer and TFT VDU.

Further features of the invention will become apparent from the following description of a desk
and desk system embodying one aspect of the invention, given by way of example and with

25  reference to the drawings, in which:
Fig. 1 is a top view of a desk according to one aspect of the invention.

Fig. 2 is a top view of the desk of Fig. 1 with the desktop removed.

30
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cl eared of conputer conmponents. The desk system provides the opport E ;ﬁﬁ?o
provide desk, conputer, VDU, and cabling nore cost effectlvely2

t he productlon processes involved in the nmanufacture of the desk
conponents may al so provide the infrastructure for the other conponents,
such as a case for the conputer conponents, a cable-way for the power,
direct 20 connections for both power and networking cables, and a conbi ned
power supply unit for both conputer and TFT VDU. Further features of the

i nventi becane parent. frogmthe follow ng description of a desk
and des “% éﬁ%ﬁ?@ﬂ%ﬁﬁ??ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁgg%gct of the invention, given by way of
exanple and with 25 reference to the drawings, in which: Fig. 1is atop
view of a desk according to one aspect of the invention. Fig. 2 is a top
vi ew of Fighé itieside gfewrdafdhe desliof Rigt e desktop renoved. 30 13 2005 2 0 JUL

Fig. 3is a front viewof the desk of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a side view of the
desk of Fig. 3. 5 Fig. 5is atop viewof a series of desks of the type

shows i Fig-bgs 4 topeGew f M gerie o PARKSSNRE typ@ khdviein LS iﬁbcﬂﬁdlﬁ%&i @i a8pect Hfthe
invention Fig. 6 is a front view of series of desks of the type shown in

Fig 1 aémsﬂg‘?@@f&f‘e‘n&%’é’ét of the - - - —---co--n deski ng system of the
invention. 10 Fig. 7 is a top view of a desk show ng an alternate power
distribution system with the desktop renoved In Fig. 1 there is shown a
part of Fi. déskfremstiemofisaries df dugkd of thdeype sivent indtig ¢ aoqoidiag togondaspecl6F thd 5
Desk 10 be conn ted to a -sim-|ar desk according to the present e
i nventi 8 Kﬁﬁ? ﬁnﬂg #RIONsae or a different plan shape to the desk
shoywpn in Flg 1. The desk has connecting nmeans conprising connecting

recess 13 at one side and a conplenentary retaining tooth 14 at the other
Fig. 7 is a top view of a desk showing an alternate power distribution system, with the desktop

removed

In Fig. 1 there is shown a part of a desk system according to the invention comprising desk 10.

15  Desk 10 may be connected to a similar desk according to the present invention, which may be the
same or a different plan shape to the desk shown in Fig. 1. The desk has connecting means
comprising connecting recess 13 at one side and a complementary retaining tooth 14 at the other
side, so that two similar desks can when abutting interlock with each other. Also shown in Fig. 1
is a bridge unit 11 having a retaining tooth 15 and complementary connecting recess 16. As

20  shown, the teeth and recesses may be on opposite sides of the desk/bridge unit or on adjacent

sides.

Fig. 2 shows desk 10 with the desktop removed. In a stand-alone situation, the chassis 30
includes frame 31 in the form of metal tubing forming a rectangular frame. Four threaded

25  mounting sockets 32 are cut into frame 31 at its corners to accommodate the legs 50, and a
chassis 30 to which the mounting sockets are attached. The legs can conveniently be threaded
and are screwed into mounting sockets 32. If two or more desks are positioned adjacent to each
other, then only one desk requires four legs and the remaining linked desks each only need two
legs, with the end without legs being supported on frame 31, which is part of the chassis 30,

30  exposed by the cut-out 13 or the recessed sections of each retaining tooth. Alternatively, each
14



side, so that two simlar desks can when abutting interlock with each
other. Also shown in Fig. 1 is a bridge unit 11 having a reta|n|qgﬂtQBLhﬂm5
15 and conpl ementary connecting recess 16. As 20 shown, the teeth and
recesses nmaybe on opposite sides of the desk/bridge unit or on adjacent
sides. Fig. 2 shows desk 10 with the desktop renoved. In a stand-al one
situation, the chassis 30 includes franme 31 in the formof netal tubing
~formng a rectangular franme. Four threaded 25 nounting sockets 32 are cut
into frame 31 at its corners to accomodate the | egs 50, and a chassis 30
t 0o whi claltemate doskApridgingswiteashave d legstwittheath ddskédridgug witrin-beimeemiesting on be
threaded and are screwed into nounting sockets 32. If two or nore desks
are p05|&|oned adj acent to each other, then only one desk requires four

| egs and the remaining |inked desks each only need two legs, with the end
wi t hout | egs beln supported on frame 31, which is part of the chassis 30,
30 expoddg chapsis RA hagan eppn sectiopat ith Bonteadas thatacsemmiogies » FoTapIeT Gassels A ng

t oot Fb}ave ai@{;lﬂgﬁlé ¥ g%lﬁl’aleg%ﬁggéléléélﬁ.ﬁ 49 }I‘hé'cassgrp éclu&ge%ﬁ%%e qg‘% iﬁéfb rf(l) ﬁ)% ng unl t

egs w ridgi ng un|t tmeen res

c has si s dBe dhas, adip driee amiéa:CDQﬂsl@dnvetaﬁidbﬂQﬂ torﬁpigﬁ colipbn@ts ommyéaﬁmﬁoﬁs o
conput er c ssette 37 5 that ontal s a central cessing unit 45. The
casset t &HGHYSEIACEess 1gfegrireh sued a mec oppy apd debfhﬁﬁ?ﬂe&é hepewer-onswitch, ad; ve

and a CRoditt ssthd YEBHs %ﬁ%‘éacfss ji Hﬁ&'ﬁoﬁ ﬁﬂﬁf{lﬁ%é like %9 %&Da{? REfk BoRt §fQhe

whi ch user access I1s'required as t oppy an drlves t he
power - onammtet Thadjavant thpd@sklsmewt svhmb thdSBepwmks Otiredl ﬁhreadme‘suodncan secli on ports

and_the [ are | t the of th a tte 37 ace e desk
a0t ogalish R ada R ol Sad ofier Rt #ifips SRR ROAeeonlo b S Ronbd &, 1ol
and addmdbaalabftﬂsBas@eﬁem &1dchré BR8ked vRanEe RAE BARFd1SARARIAADE F&@saﬁtyors are
| ocated at the back of the cassette 37 and are accessed via the hole

cover ed PBEPOsRst iR Pewer-mhywitchanay kelocatedt 3 dheback ofithe sassette and asogssedpnday be

| ocat ed f D

19: e tEbullife BAGK 10 THoMio<EAs AT R ARG 1S ARG o KA 300006 3,
once t héhexassstt has Heas fldbeanserted into thevhadsisd i nto the chassis. 15 The front

of ggssette 37 may conveniently be painted or finished with a powler coated
met

The front of cassette 37 may conveniently be painted or finished with a powder coated metal
fascia 40 or by any other suitable means and the front of the chassis 30 may be finished with a
similar fascia 38. The cassette fascia 40 has appropriate cutouts in it to provide access to the
various drives, switches and LEDs. Further, a security cover plate 46 is located in front of the
20  cassette fascia and in one embodiment can be pivoted so that it can be lowered into a position
below the cassette. In the raised position, the cover plate is locked into position using the same
locking mechanism as for the cassette 39. The cover plate 46 may have the same finish as the

fascias 38 and 40 and sits flush with the chassis fascia 38 when in the raised position.

25  The fabrication and servicing of the cassette is made easier by mounting the various drives in a
metal cradle 44, which is then easily located into the cassette as a single unit using a minimum
number of fixings. The drives may be held in place within the cradle by raised nodules punched
into the two sides of the cradle, which then locate into holes at the side of the drives, and/or by
inserting a U shaped channel 42 in between the drives, again with the appropriate nodules on the

30  sides. The center strip 41 of the channel is made from sprung steel to allow the sides of the
15



fascia 40 or by any other suitable neans and the front of the cha?sgsﬂﬁpzmﬁ
may be finished with a simlar fascia 38. The cassette fascia 40“has
appropriate cutouts in it to provide access to the various drives,

switches and LEDs. Further, a security cover plate 46 is |located in front

of the 20 cassette fascia and in one enbodi nent can be pivoted so that it
can be lowered into a position below the cassette. In the raised position,
‘the cover plate is locked into position using the sane | ocking mechani sm

as for the ssette 39 T over plate 46 .may ha he sane finish as.the
Fasc as PHEmEtA BE bhdedi oo gl Moy et @ FeePBY Forkel® RO s ol et

rai sed peohé siedof tRScrhiR, thalihes side s DMt cadtioh iheRéd inRdds 85 Hdintan feBsismde
easier by nounting the various drives in a netal cradle 44, which is then
easi |y Ibdgcaderchppnelhe cassette as a single unit using a mni mum number
of fixings. The drives may be held in place within the cradle by raised
nodul es punched into the two sides of the cradle, which then |ocate into
hol es afThé Heskshehen of FigHeopdratesem, 24aNdihduisdsya systaserfistandard IEC phegadblehidadinel 42

in bet the drives, in with th j at dul the 30 sides.
e cenf aheccptier 210 oo A Bogspi e AetorBiRd oHb poSprang e o1aat b4 i b ¢ ne
si des Ohadd¥d aha aferilald Pluedf B right REHUGINA! PhelS pRGYEGHEY tb RRLHIBE ‘-’fffeaj"g’:c‘ﬂ‘?‘évet he

drives to be inserted. wﬁere drives are only required on one si

cradl e, desks, thusnzeating deohtmuons gowencisuit supplyingiadioining desksoTelEQ poweacaiesi n
tension__in the center channgl...5 The desk s i n Fi Oper ates on 240V
bna usotreuy ey B by inRRG iR o SEer Rl mBaC R ol i AL e an

| ocad ed fvdeh ehdlirakiaBR eddersthihEcHakses IPAHA thé Bégimhin@bPthPtaitetR37] thes | ef t
hand end and a fenal e plug at _the right hand end. These plugs connect to

t he cabfesgreseagydpgaliatiog of Bles anl protegts hgnp fom wenbpHzRdpscsdwer circuit
suppl yi ng adj oi ni ng desks. The | EC power cables are conveniently
accomobdated within a segregated nmetal cable channel within the chassis, 10
r unni ngThetabdeis spliteat b ahitabdapainedoye iof letidile tcprasisle a i seodort thet Hae giferdlerg of

the cassette . 37; .thi.s ensures easy installatio f the cables and protects
t hem f rshlseﬁaﬁﬁﬂérﬁa%ﬁonam?s% POFYRE 1R PRRNEELOE P fhe bagk of g prus Pﬁzsvﬁf o ong
i ts;d engihid e Qa{s@é’de(.j?h@uée!”ﬂfra@?ﬁﬁ&tcbﬂ@ all&@d oltasRitd @Rt Ebe dkdabuPBf theS end.
This connects to a power input connector on the back of the power supply

uni t 34pow& onictif withofeotherswes losingPeweuse of a splitter cable allows one
cassette unit to be taken out of the power circuit wthout other units
| osi ng power. ‘

The power supply unit 34 in the cassette 37 provides suitable DC power supplies for the
computer components and VDU. The power supply unit is mains powered and is supplied via
20 the power cables 36. Where a TFT (thin film transistor) unit is used, the power supply unit can
also provide power to the VDU using a spare power channel from the power supply unit. If a
CRT (cathode ray tube) unit is used, then a standard voltage power supply is used and this is
supplied either by an alternative splitter lead that provides an additional link or from an
additional power connection at the rear of the power supply unit.
25
Where a low voltage power supply is used (i.e. any power supply of 100 V or less), a transformer
unit 35 (Fig. 2) is used to supply power to the system. Instead of the IEC splitter cable, three
alternative cables/bus bars (live, neutral, and earth) are used, with an appropriate specification for
the voltage used. Each cable or bus bar meets at a three way connector located in the chassis 30

30  and positioned behind the cassette 37 to facilitate a connection to the power supply unit within
16



The power supply unit 34 in the cassette 37 provides suitable DC power
supplies for the conputer conponents and VDU. The power supply QngT%gg 2005
mai ns powered and is supplied via 20 the power cables 36. Wer

(thin filmtransistor) unit is used, the power supply unit can al so provide
power to the VDU using a spare power channel fromthe power supply unit. If
a CRT (cathode ray tube) unit is used, then a standard voltage power
supply is used and this is supplied either by an alternative splitter |ead

that prgyid ?g@ (@n additional link or froman additional power connection at
the rear o the power supply unit. 25 Where a | ow vol tage power supply is
used (i.e. any povver supply of 100 V or less), a transfornmer wunit 35 (Fig.

Jis u dto sup ower toth [,.nst of t ECslltter
bl o, T sl RBov PRt it ety 6L bElang Ak Wiv ek BV A0 A oBUE GG ar o
ysed, Wik @Qéﬁ@ﬁo%ﬁovﬁﬂ%dfa' ¥BUl othd PHU it BEa YPT tﬂﬁﬂé%rééﬁ%ﬂ)e 1666da qad! e

ﬁr bus bar neets at a three way connector l|ocated in the chassis 30 30 and
#posi 3 i opustbrydpdigredmiemt st X1 Figr 3) wotnted ¢ thadeskdowands dstdenter atghe h@kp ower

¢ supply U the ca ssett The comput er

Fona vo Ik oV floardgbeTrepthe aeep qpisd b Gts v Ao S ot % o
shown) , the \k[ewbgalﬁdhseﬂ The SigaMahd pawRel b Er tﬂ_dWDU[lde toutedfviathEMbllbw aibescr een
type |l ocated on a cust om deS| gned nount means 51 (Fig. 3) nounted on the

desk tomﬂaﬁéfé@fp@@té‘ieaﬂ%@‘l? B&VDUhus provi ding cl earance fromthe

desktop. This nount neans allows appropriate novenent of the VDU by the
user. The signal and power cables for the VDU are routed via the holl ow
t ubeo f Bhersipapl patrle forfthe rheumuttstacmsat}m dodktapoartdreatevitiroudD thehdesktop misl accabl e

for the nou uns across th Kk d enters through fhe_ deskto ia
hocess TPEBa0LFigoD) BogS cormen o) ths ASKIgh AR T & (oTICHIEA i Pagk 0T Mecassae 37
connect Recedt redcb8 lb%ﬁsuﬁi oft ahl%u?ﬁ? Seélth%leqz the EIEEF %mh%%ﬁ éo%ep%\ﬁavsﬁgsa of a
roughly oval hole in the op with a fitting cover having a suitable
nunber #&fitablgtnamber afFutaoirel & | Qre side af soesr 20@esteesn %nmnnadfr fepess 8] @e otherek 19;
the oth n ir u n.t
booeof s i0felBR il RS o Siol I B oAl di Y EREoh Wi Birpg bl bl

20 wher @réssingtheacesss hatch RO ahefetthadiml is héigredkni eillaBersford ¢daukit td ik, soskatithat it

can be tenporarily renoved to provide access to the rear of the chassis 30
behi nd ¢adedanpaafly removed to provide access to the rear of the chassis 30 behind the cassette 37.

The cover 20 is locked to the desktop using a key-operated catch 12. Not only does the access
hatch provide access to cable connections at the rear of the cassette 37, but it also provides a
space to stow the mouse if desirable.

20
The desktop also has a slot 17 for storing the keyboard when it is desired to clear a larger space
on the desktop. The signal cable to the keyboard can pass through the slot 17, facilitating stowage
of the keyboard.

25  Network cabling is included in cable channel 33 for networking the computer to a central server.
Telephone cabling is also provided A modem is included in cassette 37 (or it could be connected

to chassis 30 or on the desktop 10.

In Fig.s 5 & 6 there are shown 3 desks 10 of the type shown in Fig.1 with the connection recess

30 13 and retaining tooth 14 interconnected to connect the desks. Ends 80 and 81 have been
17



The cover 20 is |l ocked to the desktop using a key-operated catch 12. Not
only does the access hatch provide access to cable connections gt t figl r2883
of the cassette 37, but it also provides a space to stow the nouse If
desirabl e. 20 The deskt op also has a slot 17 for storing the keyboard when
it is desired to clear a |larger space on the desktop. The signal cable to
t he keyboard can pass through the slot 17, facilitating stowage of the
keyboard. 25 hbtmork'cabling is included in cable channel 33 for networking
t he conput er tr.al server Tel.ephone .cabl i I | SO praovided A
modem | BoTRee b RS s PRIl reset 3 g BB el B By B0k s 30
or on tbmalgﬁsskie@mtheﬁebencﬁlcg.ﬂ&&nss@fdebme are shown 3 desks 10 of the type
shown in Fig.1 with the connection recess 30 13 and retaining tooth 14

i nterconnected to connect the desks. Ends 80 and 81 have been 17 2 0 JUL
2005 I e oth
14 1o BovEn) Fhoh GE0 ka8 RARRRE L 00 R CorlriaBRLph LAY Moh
desks. HeskFo gow@r @onpenter 1 Oﬁabhﬁ sh6dmi Trays h6Eaidelb2tape Jocated undet the Hogktop)ene
second cable co cting a secon esk to power connector 100 is not
shown. ¥ JagRat ¢ o fio el ofhe 3%@&’5&6@%{@96 potiatibe Gavs Geate angif chamREl each
of 1V0 @aflekishlin vftilbERkandRoBhAL Ao QA% Aindilbdirofifc doftohédy SCRGRNE7AN alr
channel that assists ih venti I ating and cool i ng at st sone of

el ect r oslidablyongarisanto opering $29 incfra1® 13 1sdfictiadsisyl 30n dexcks1051hay eppaianty 060 i n
frame 131 q{ @?ass s 130. Locks 105 may tenporarily lock cassette 137 in
pl ace. 551 c%een therefore, that the desking system as descri bed
may.d nvol ves criti caI rel ati onshi ps between the | eg nounting sockets 32,

t he cabl e channel 3, the access hatch 19, the keyboard slot 17, and

var i ousltepehe prss. thetekre, thatdhedpsking systegn as:é%prébeéirmﬂymwm@slucalgefm@nsmpésent
system t] LhAtdggns-
For o ARGy SoRHBGRAMAR, 2, b QUIEEHAIE S W LR HRR MG WA
t he wal 17 tand paceustgpehingxwithia theidmssi$ fcspaiﬂeenthutEsdeskt ops formthe end of
a run of desks, then the free end of the desktop can

15  The present system is obviously susceptible to numerous modifications and variations. For
example, units may have variable height legs and/or fold back against the wall to provide flexible
use of space. Where desktops form the end of a run of desks, then the free end of the desktop can

be manufactured without a cut-out or projection in order to provide a neat end profile.

20  The cassette/s are also capable of being accommodated within other pieces of furniture where the

concept for their accommodation and operation remain the same.

18



be manufactured wi thout a cut-out or projection in order to prOV|de g nﬁﬁ%
end profile. 20 The cassette/s are al so capabl e of being acconmod L

wi thin other pieces of furniture where the concept for their accommdatl on
and operation remain the sane. 18 20 JUL2005 dCainms: 1. A desk adapted for
connection to another desk as part of a network of desks, each desk
conprising:. a deskt op conprising sides, a bottomface, and a top side with
wor k surf%ﬁe a chassis conprising one or nore cassettes containing one or
more el ectt8AlEs systens; a power distribution systemto enable power to
be passed fromat |east one desk to another desk and connectable to

provi de power to_at | east one cassette in each desk an el ectronics
connecti ohs sy<t dsskadapipd firconprcher tq Ywther deskasinagpf agietvyprk okdesks, at | east
one casseg%gut kggmhﬁgﬁ% one desk with electronics |located in at |east one
ot her des wer distribution systemand the el ectronics
connecti orvsdeskmp@mﬂpesmg sidessticitoin-£ck yankd acap eide natheadrk stifecegleskt op and
within or g acent the chassis and extendjng fromone side.of the desktop
to anot hef ChassisLOmPIgingOne oL MPLeCasseties gppfat it Al eﬁ%‘ﬁ%‘%‘“one face of a
cassette igdpgated adjacent a desktop side at which a person can work,
wherein salid cassette face includes one or nore ports and the cassette or
one or noa@op@r distribution eystes seenablegrosver febepasstsl Bomat tdasttonpdesiote f rom t hat

side. 3. med in.cla | ai.m 2 wherein.the ca sette/s are
ocated  ARIET doRR oGk BulBabt © pyBlapelier o & Rso Rt SRR A EREERR 2 e 2 Lo
3 wher ei nah BRcGafH6E€EIRettfons rsmm@émbmmﬁleam dfieicdtrbiies baegirbat 5. A desk
as clainmed in any one of clains 1 to 4 wherein the cassette is slideably
mount ed wi9apl anetdagsclp Hxafileast one desk w1th electronics located in at least one other

desk,

both the power distribution system and the electronics connections system being

substantially located beneath the desktop and within or adjacent the chassis and

extending from one side of the desktop to another.

2. A desk as claimed in claim 1 wherein at least one face of a cassette is located
adjacent a desktop side at which a person can work, wherein said cassette face
includes one or more ports and the cassette or one or more ports in the cassette are

accessible to that person from that side.

3. A desk as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the cassette/s are located
under the desktop.
4. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the cassette is

removably mounted within the chassis.

5. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein the cassette is slideably

mounted within the chassis.

6. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5 wherein the underside of the
desktop is recessed to accommodate part or all of the cassette and components

contained therein.

19



6. A desk as clainmed in any one of clains 1 to 5 wherein the underside %
the .desktop is recessed to acconmpdate part or all of the cass%ﬂldUhna%
conponents contained therein. 19 2 0 JUL 2005 7. A desk as clained in any
one of clainms 1 to 6 wherein conmponents within at | east one cassette can be
accessed wi thout renoving the desktop fromthe desk. 8. A desk as clained
in any one of clains 1 to 7 wherein the desk includes |ocking nmeans such

that the cassette and conpgnents insjide the cassette cannot be ., accessed by
unaut hori zed pefdessas daimeddn apy gee of claimsd /6 ehereig semppnentyvihingtt o g
wherein t AP L . t I i ons system
cannot be*‘%gdééié‘%éag?%% %%?E?h%f%%ﬁﬁ%%%ﬁé %.dre%& %?ﬁﬁﬁ@@?ﬁ%. med in any
one of clainms 1 to 9 wherein the desk conprises a docking station and at

| east one cassefte.is a.Lapt.op, Notebogak qr qt her portable .c uter or
el ectronic dev‘%‘éQSkt?? al _ﬁ"& Y %‘i’rep%t? ?lmsa t8§rfﬁéeé‘?lg&ﬁ‘?€esl‘ﬁ%d gEi ng
station. ﬁ%ckiﬁgﬁfé%s @eh Sha kiehsidite 2R c%ﬁoﬁntﬁkﬁhgﬁmejcaéégttégaﬂ%%@i n the

desk conprises desk connecting neans to interlock one desk to anot her desk
or bridge amessed hpunaythieized persehsi med in clai m 11 wherein the connecting

means hol ds the desks/bridge unit securely together when connected to each
ot her but allows easy disassenbly when a desk is required to be noved. 13.

A desk as gl ai NBdeskascdlgini®did afy ofid 6ff ik WO Brvheteih ke sIeiEdHinGioREans al so
provi des the means of supporting that side of at |east one of the two

p
connect ed $Y8i§sand elogtropicy sepnestony sysisaranpotheacesssedy wnagthesized to 13
wher ei n thg%&qlgnecti ng neans conprises two conplinentary jigsaw shaped
sides of t adj acent desktops. 15. A desk as clained in any one of clains
1 to 14 wherein power and el ectronics cables are, except for those

extending o the V use .keyboard and any ather . devices abave the work
surf ace, s{post a‘gldiegiuﬁr}q?lﬂl?gt”één%% ‘ﬂa”c'“ﬁg tg és‘%?%?}n\%“i ‘1!1ﬁs Cpprprises a

docking station and at least one cassette is a Laptop, Notebook or other portable

computer or electronics device that can be temporarily connected to the docking

station.

11. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 10 wherein the desk comprises

desk connecting means to interlock one desk to another desk or bridge unit.

12. A desk as claimed in claim 11 wherein the connecting means holds the
desks/bridge unit securely together when connected to each other but allows easy

disassembly when a desk is required to be moved.

13. A desk as claimed in claim 11 or claim 12 wherein the connecting means also

provides the means of supporting that side of at least one of the two connected desks.

14. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 11 to 13 wherein the connecting means

comprises two complimentary jigsaw shaped sides of two adjacent desktops.

15. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 14 wherein power and electronics
cables are, except for those extending to the VDU mouse keyboard and any other
devices above the work surface, substantially located beneath the desktop within the

chassis.

20



chassis. 20 2 0 JUL 2005 16. A desk as clainmed in any one of clfli ‘1_5@5
15 wherein the cabling is located in protective conduits and/ or rDamysl.L)
connected to the desk. 17. A desk as clained in any one of clains 1 to 16
wherein the conduits and trays are part of the chassis. 18. A desk as
claimed in any one of clains 1 to 17 wherein the chassis conprises at

| east one cabl e channel running froma |ocation in the region of one side
of the des to real gn. of, .anqt her si,de t esk and.al so to.the region
of the casti ondebEd AnfaBO8Y B6¢ of R VAN B Grlng R hoid

wher ei n poigiroalVeondiied MW & tray9 doideri t6 Visd REB. cabl es extend from cabl e
connecting neans adj acent one side of one desk to cable connecting neans

| ocat ed adj acent a side of another desk, and the connecting neans enable
easy connegj i onaQesk he153 1485 8 oﬂgbpélgﬁﬂkgl ﬁi;e%lﬂﬁlﬁeréig"l!%ec%ﬁﬁﬁé 5B ds
continuous power circult supplying adjoining desks an 41'S0 A Cont: nuous

el ect r oni carepettwbthe chaskiconmuni cations circuit. 20. A desk as clainmed in
any one of claims 1 to 19 wherein at |east one cable from a power

di stribution system of one desk can be inserted into an adjacent desk and
connect ed {® t hatdedesiciathddNatng WS AAMECT O WhGERREhaGS EorhFHiRE

adj acent desk is provided. 21." A desk as clained in any one of clains 1 to
20 wher ei natdeast ersstabdenehapadl irenifing from: hipcati@cintibniegmnafdhesida of tienigsk cat i ons
system of gne desk .can, be.inserted.into.a dj acent. .desk and connected to
that desk 96 FRRP oéﬁggp?rosﬁﬁhec%ﬁhﬁg7s&angc?rlﬁ9:}ﬂit€ea‘lteglt9ﬁ§ NESRRELE Son from one
desk to the other is provided. 22. A desk as clained in claimany one of
clainms to 1 to 21 wherein each desk conprises at |east one nouth in each

of at | east?t woAdiedeas Jpimaddn @ny engof deigisghtoki whereip paprer eavdgsoretepect roni cs
cabl es Mo dfoh8ekkad cmesegg%}ke(m@%aﬁfétchﬁﬂec%% RREM 458 Kn Gl of a5t one

nmout h conprises one or nore € cushil oni ng nmeans cabl es
exit and tdre dask o cableepnnecting means flearansichdfacei o didd ofidmethet dexkdaskibe ar e

connecting means enable easy connection of the cables of adjoining desks, thus

creating a continuous power circuit supplying adjoining desks and also a continuous

electronics network and communications circuit.

20. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 19 wherein at least one cable from
a power distribution system of one desk can be inserted into an adjacent desk and
connected to that desk so that power connection from one desk to an adjacent desk is

provided.

21. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 20 wherein at least one cable from
the electronics and/or a communications system of one desk can be inserted into an
adjacent desk and connected to that desk so that electronics and/or communications

connection from one desk to the other is provided.

22. A desk as claimed in claim any one of claims to 1 to 21 wherein each desk
comprises at least one mouth in each of at least two sides of the cassis through which
power and/or electronics cables may be inserted to enable connection of each desk
and at least one mouth comprises one or more flexible cushioning means where the
cables exit and the cushioning means are formed such that when two desks are

positioned side by side it compresses and thereby protects the cables where they cross
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posi tioned side by side it conpresses and thereby protects the caly gg|wWigse
they cross 21 2 0 JUL 2005 between the desks. 23. A network of desks
conprising two or nore of the desks described in any one of clains 1 to 22
connected together. 24. A desking systemconprising two or nore of the
desks desq&gbgql&p aQ% one of clains 1 to 22 further conprising at | east
one bridge 6%]? a 55? d so that cables from one desk can be securely.
cont ai ned and connect to another desk on the opposite side of the bridge
unit. 25. A desking systemas clainmed in claim?24 wherein_the bridge unit
is primaridd sﬁmsgwrﬁ@f geskscomprising dwe os mpse pithe Haskg deseribgd hamtpnet | s

connect ed. ;@ 4aims 1 to 22 connected together.

24. A desking system comprising two or more of the desks described in any one of
claims 1 to 22 further comprising at least one bridge unit adapted so that cables from
one desk can be securely contained and connect to another desk on the opposite side

of the bridge unit.

25. A desking system as claimed in claim 24 wherein the bridge unit is primarily

supported on at least one side by the desk to which it is connected.
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